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FORTIETH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


The  sessions  of  the  couveutiou  were  held  iu  the  spacious  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Galesburg,  Illinois,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  May  10,  11  and  12,  1898. 

It  has  been  noted  by  Illinois  Sunday  School  workers  that  each  an- 
nual convention  seems  more  interesting  than  its  predecessor.  The 
Fortieth  Convention,  in  this  respect,  was  no  exception,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  considered  through  the  coming  year  the  best  meeting 
of  the  kind  held  in  the  state. 

The  arrangements  of  the  local  committees  were  thoroughly  made 
and  delightfully  executed.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
kindly  placed  their  building  at  the  disposal  of  the  Sunday-school 
workers.  The  hospitality  of  the  people  was  unbounded,  and  the  en- 
tertainment provided  in  private  homes  and  elsewhere  was  most 
delightful. 

The  meetings  were  characterized  by  intense  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  delegates,  finding  expression  in  punctual  attendance,  in  inspiring 
services  of  prayer  and  jjraise,  and  in  constant  signs  of  appreciation  of 
the  efforts  of  the  stated  speakers. 

Six  features  iu  reference  to  workers  we  feel  should  be  noted: 
(1)  The  absence  of  Mr.  William  Keynolds,  so  long  a  familiar  figure 
at  the  state  gatherings,  whose  death  during  the  past  year  was  often 
tenderly  referred  to.  The  spirit  of  this  great  leader  seemed  to  per- 
vade the  different  sessions,  emphasizing  the  fact  that  *'He  being  dead, 
yet  speaketh."  (2)  Mr.  W.  B.  Jacobs,  whose  poor  health  during  a 
number  of  months  past  has  been  a  source  of  deep  anxiety  to  his  hosts 
of  friends,  made  a  gallant  attempt  to  be  present,  but  on  arriving  at 
Galesburg  found  his  strength  so  sorely  taxed  that  he  had  to  retire  to 
a  hotel,  and  a  little  later  returned  to  his  home  in  Chicago,  thus  not 
being  permitted  to  be  at  any  meeting  of  the  convention.  The  absence 
of  Mr.  Jacobs  was  deeply  felt,  and  while  undoubtedly  a  great  lack  to 
the  convention,  it  gave  opportunity  for  expression  by  ministers,  super- 
intendents, teachers  and  other  workers,  of  the  abiding  esteem  in 
which  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Association  is  held.  (3)  Mr.  B.  F. 
Jacobs,  the  Chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  was  as 
usual,  a  host  in  himself,  and  contributed  greatly  to  the  general  suc- 
cess of  the  gathering.  (4)  The  convention,  always  fortunate  in  a 
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wise  selection  of  a  presiding  oflicer,  was  exceptionally  favored  in  hav 
ing  for  its  President,    Mr.  John  Farson,   who   presided  with  tact 
and  ability,   holding  the  convention   kindly  and  firmly  to  the  work 
designated  in  the  program.     (5)  Prof.  E.  0.  Excell,  the  author  of 
"Excellent  Songs,"  was    present  and   conducted  the  singing.    Un 
der  his  matchless  guidance,  the  various  song  services  were  occasions, 
of  beauty,  interest  and  inspiration.     (6)  Rev.  W.  W.  Harsha,  Presi 
dent  of  the  first  convention,  held  in  Dixon  in  1859,  was  present,  and 
his  white  liair,  gracious    bearing  and   inspiring  words  seemed  a  bene 
diction  on  the  fortieth  gathering. 

A  preliminary  prayer  meeting  was  held  Monday  evening,  conducted 
by  Rev,  W.  H.  Geistwkit,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
who  presented  for  the  guiding  thought  of  the  service  the  words  of 
the  Master,  "I  am  come  that  ye  might  have  life  and  have  it  more 
abundantly."  lie  dwelt  upon  the  need  of  attending  the  convention 
witii  a  fixed  plan  to  make  it  the  means  of  deepening  the  spiritual  life. 
Tlie  large  audience  was  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  speaker  and 
with  the  theme,  and  a  splendid  preparatory  meeting  was  consequently 
enjoyed. 

FIRST  DA  Y— MORNING  SESSION. 

Rev.  II.  E.  Fuller,  the  President,  being  absent,  owing  to  his  re- 
moval during  the  past  year  to  Kansas,  Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs  called  the 
convention  to  order,  and  announced  that  Mr.  A.  H.  Mills,  the  Vice 
President,  would  take  the  chair. 

Mr.  Mills  took  the  chair,  and  then  Mr.  Jacobs  offered  prayer  for 
the  divine  blessing  upon  the  convention  and  upon  the  nation. 

Tiie  singing  at  this  initial  service  was  led  by  Prof.  F,  W.  Muel- 
ler, of  Knox  Conservatory.     Miss  Mary  Tait  presided  at  the  organ. 

At  half  past  nine  a  devotional  service  and  Bible  reading  was  con- 
ducted by  Rev.  W.  B.  Allison,  of  Ford  County.  Mr.  Allison  took 
for  his  subject  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians.  The  hour  was  one  of 
great  spiritual  help. 

THE    EPISTLE   TO   THE    EPHESIANS. 

REV.    W.    B.    ALLISON. 

Singing  to  God's  praise,  and  spending  a  time  in  devotional  study 
of  the  Word  of  God,  is  an  excellent  way  to  open  the  convention.  At 
the  very  beginning  of  this  Bible  reading,  I  bring  you  a  few  practical 
thoughts  which  have  been  helpful  to  me.  We  are  here  before  God. 
We  are  to  wait  before  God.  How  often  we  rush  into  God's  presence 
almost  rudely,  whereas  we  should  come  with  greatest  reverence.  We 
should  be  still  and  know  that  He  is  God.  As  we  come  to  Him  we 
are  coming  to  the  great  King,  the  very  God  of  all  the  earth.  It  will 
be  well  for  us  if  we  "Practice  the  jn*esence  of  God."  We  sJiotdd  wait 
for  God.  As  we  come  to  Him  we  are  burdened  with  what  we  are 
about  to  say  to  God,  instead  of  waiting  for  God  to  speak  to  us.     We 
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lay  our  plans,  and  come  to  God  and  ask  Him  to  help  us  to  carry  them 
out,  whereas  we  should  come  reverently  to  God  and  wait  for  Him  to 
make  known  to  us  what  His  plan  is  for  us.  "Speak,  Lord,  for  thy 
servant  lieareth."  Is  it  not  true  that  in  our  devotions  we  spend 
more  time  in  speaking  unto  God,  making  known  what  we  desire,  than 
we  do  in  listening  to  God,  that  we  might  learn  His  will?  The  third 
thought  is.  Wait  on  God.  We  are  to  come  into  His  presence  with 
due  reverence,  we  are  to  wait  for  Him  1o  t^peak,  and  when  He  makes 
known  His  will  to  us,  we  are  to  wait  on  Him  in  obedient  service, 
doing  what  He  says,  going  where  He  sends. 

In  all  Bible  study  the  soul  should  be  fed.  Only  as  our  souls  are 
fed  will  we  be  prepared  to  go  forth  in  the  service  of  the  Master.  I 
trust  that  our  souls  may  be  fed  this  morning  as  we  spend  a  short 
time  in  the  study  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians.  This  is  a  very 
spiritual  epistle.  There  is  much  here  for  every  child  of  God.  We 
must  not  expect  to  get  from  this  one  study  all  that  is  revealed  in  the 
book.  This  epistle  was,  without  doubt,  addressed  to  the  Church  at 
Ephesus,  but  it  has  a  general  character.  We  see  in  the  twentieth 
chapter  of  the  Acts  that  Paul  dearly  loved  and  was  dearly  loved  by 
the  Ephesian  Church.  The  meeting  with  and  the  separation  from 
the  elders  of  Ephesus,  at  Miletus,  is  one  of  the  most  touching  scenes 
in  the  early  church. 

This  is  an  epistle  of  grace  and  riches.  It  has  to  do  with  the 
heavenly  life  and  the  wonderful  things  which  belong  to  the  children 
of  God.  The  first  three  chapters  tell  us  what  is  jiossible  for  us,  and 
what  has  been  planned  by  God  for  us  in  the  heavenlies.  The  fourth, 
fifth  and  sixth  chapters  are  full  of  instruction,  teaching  us  how  to 
live  the  heavenly  life  on  the  earth.  From  the  opening  to  the  close 
of  this  epistle  we  are  directed  to  heavenly  things.  We  cannot  but  be 
impressed  with  the  thought  that  the  citizenship  of  the  child  of  God 
is  in  heaven. 

A  noted  Bible  teacher  has  recently  called  attention  to  some  of  the 
main  thoughts  of  the  first  few  chapters.  He  has  called  attention  to 
the  origin  of  the  church  and  the  security  of  believers.  In  the  intro- 
duction of  the  epistle,  ch.  1  : 1-3,  everything  is  taken  out  of  the  hand  of 
man.  Let  us  notice,  First:  The  Origin  of  the  Church.  1  :3-14.  (1.) 
In  the  will  of  the  Father.  1:3-6.  (2.)  Through  the  work  of  the 
Son.  1:7-13.  (3.)  By  the  seal  of  the  Spirit.  1:13,  14.  Second.  The 
Divine  Origin  of  the  Church-  Insures  the  Security  of  Believers.  (1.) 
We  have  been  chosen  in  Christ.  1:4.  (2.)  We  have  been  redeemed 
in  Christ.  1:7.     (3.)    We  have  been  sealed  in  Christ,  1:13. 

Now  why  hath  God  done  all  this  ?  What  has  been  His  purpose  ? 
See  2:7,  "That  in  the  ages  to  come  He  might  show  the  exceeding 
riches  of  His  grace  in  kindness  toward  us  in  Christ  Jesus."  See  also 
3:10,  11.  "To  the  intent  that  now  unto  principalities  and  powers  in 
the  heavenly  places  might  be  made  known  through  the  church  the 
manifold  wisdom  of  God,  according  to  the  eternal  purpose,  which  He 
purposed  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord." 

Many  of  you  have  studied  the  wonderful  jjicture,  "Christ  before 
Pilate."  There  are  many  persons  represented  in  that  picture,  but  I 
fancy  that  as  you  studied  the  picture  your  attention  was  given  to  the 
one   central    character,    the   Lord   Jesus  Christ.     As  we  study  thj^ 


8  Illiauio  ►State  Sunday  School  Convention. 

epistle  may  we  see  Jesus  only,  and  what  we  have  iu  Him.  It  has 
been  said  that  one  little  phrase,  "In  Christ,"  is  the  key  that  will 
unlock  all  the  words  of  the  New  Testament.  This  phrase  is  especially 
applicable  to  this  epistle.     Here  everything  centers  in  Him. 

Notice  some  of  the  things  which  we  have  in  Christ.  The  apostle 
prays  for  the  Ephesians  that  they  might  clearly  understand  what 
they  have  in  him.  1:17-19.  "Making  mention  of  you  in  my  prayers; 
that  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  glory,  may  give 
unto  yon  a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Him; 
having  the  eyes  of  your  heart  enlightened  that  ye  may  know  what  is 
the  hope  of  Ilis  calling,  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  His  inhcrit- 
a7ice  in  the  saints,  andivhat  the  exceeding  greatness  of  His  poiver  to 
usward  who  believe."  Often  the  writer  speaks  of  the  riches  of  His 
grace  and  the  greatness  of  the  power  of  Christ,  but  when  speakiug  of 
Christ  Himself,  he  speaks  of  the  "Unsearchable  riches  of  Christ." 
3:8. 

Notice  further,  some  of  the  things  in  the  first  three  chapters, 
which  we  have  "in  Christ."  (a)  Sealing  with  the  Spirit.  1:13.  (b)  Di- 
vine enlightenment.  1:17.  (c)  Access  in  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father. 
;i:18.  {d)  Building  together  in  the  Spirit.  2:22.  (e)  Spirit  of  revela- 
tion. 3:5.     (/")  Strengthening  in  the  Spirit.  3:14-10. 

Notice  three  great  truths  which  stand  out  like  mountain  peaks,  in 
the  first  three  chapters:  Sealing,  1:13;  Revelation,  1:17-19  and  3:5, 
and  Possession,  3:14-19. 

Sealing — "In  whom,  having  also  believed,  ye  were  sealed  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  which  is  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance." 
1:13.  In  conversion  we  set  our  seal  to  God's  testimony  concerning 
His  Son,  that  it  is  true.  John  3 :33.  When  we  yield  ourselves  in  full  aud 
glad  surrender  to  God,  He  sets  His  seal  upon  us  that  we  are  true. 
2  Tim.  2:19.  Howbeit  the  firm  foundation  of  God  standeth,  having 
this  seal,  The  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  His;  and,  Let  everyone 
that  nameth  the  name  of  the  Lord  depart  from  unrighteousness." 

This  seal  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  us  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance. 
Thus  the  Holy  Spirit  helps  us  to  be  conscious  of  what  and  whose  we 
are.  He  continually  reminds  us  that  we  are  God's.  "Behold  what 
manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us  that  we  should  be 
called  the  children  of  God!"  God  has  given  us  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
promise  that  the  Spirit  might  bear  witness  with  our  spirit  that  we  are 
the  children  of  God;  and  if  children,  then  heirs;  heirs  of  God  and 
joint  heirs  with  Christ.  Rom.  8:1G,  17.  What  joy  is  set  before  the 
believer  when  he  comes  into  the  family  of  God  and  is  sealed  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  and  made  to  realize  what  things  are  possible 
for  him  in  Christ!  But  this  understanding  given  him  is  only  the 
earnest  of  the  inheritance,  the  assurance  of  what  God  gives,  and  of 
what  is  in  store  for  the  child  of  God.  In  sealing  us  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  promise,  God  makes  us  think,  day  by  day,  of  the  things 
which  are  possible  for  us  in  the  ages  to  come  through  Jesus  Christ. 
If  this  assurance  brings  us  so  much  of  comfort  and  cheer  and  inspira- 
tion in  this  life,  what  will  the  actual  possession  be  when  we  come  to 
see  Him  face  to  face  and  know  as  we  are  now  known  I 

Revelation.  "That  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father 
of  Glory,  may  give  you  a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowl- 
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edge  of  Him;  having  the  eyes  of  your  heart  enlightened,  that  ye 
may  know  what  is  the  hope  of  His  calling,  what  the  riches  of  the 
glory  of  His  inheritance  in  the  saints." 

After  having  brought  the  Ephesians  to  see  that  they  were  sealed 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  Paul  interjects  this  prayer  for  them  that  they 
might  realize  their  high  calling,  and  that  they  might  know  the  glory 
of  their  inheritance  in  Christ  and  His  wonderful  power  working  in 
them.  Oars  is  a  wonderful  inheritance.  We  must  have  the  Spirit 
to  help  us  understand  these  things.  It  is  He  alone  who  can  take  the 
things  of  Christ  and  show  them  unto  us.  Paul,  in  writing  to  the 
Corinthians,  said,  ''Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  Him,  but  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  His 
Spirit." 

We  must  have  this  revelation  every  day,  by  God  through  the 
Spirit,  if  we  are  to  live  aright  and  be  able  to  understand  the  Word  of 
God  and  to  witness  for  Him. 

Possession,  3:14-19.     Here  another  prayer. 

Before,  as  we  have  seen,  Paul  prayed  for  a  revelation,  but  this  is 
a  prayer  for  possession.  It  is  a  prayer  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  give  the 
needed  strength  and  to  fill  with  the  fullness  of  God.  We  are 
not  to  live  apart  from  God.  Christ  taught  the  disciples  very  plainly 
that  apart  from  Him  they  could  do  nothing.  It  was  so  needful  that 
the  disciples  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high  that  they  were  given 
express  command  by  Christ  to  tarry  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  till  they 
were  endued  with  power  from  on  high,  before  going  out  to  put  into 
execution  the  great  commission.  God  does  not  intend  that  His 
children  should  live  a  moment  without  His  power.  The  secret  of 
Paul's  own  great  work  is  found  in  these  words,  "I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me."     See  also  Gal.  2:20. 

It  is  only  when  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  into  the  life  that  all  things 
else  are  driven  out  by  this  expulsive  power  of  a  new  affection.  Dr.  A. 
J.  Gordon,  in  speaking  of  the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
church  of  which  he  was  pastor  for  twenty-five  years,  said  that  those 
things  which  were  objectionable  were  not  expelled  by  denunciation, 
but  they  were  displaced  by  the  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life. 

We  need  this  sealing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  for  it  is  this 
which  gives  us  assurance.  We  need  the  revelation  that  we  might 
know  what  things  are  possible  for  us  in  Christ.  We  need  the  posses- 
sion of  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  might  be  kept  by  the 
power  of  God  through  faith. 

In  these  three  chapters  we  get  a  view  of  some  of  the  things  which 
are  possible  for  the  believer  in  Christ.  We  have  seen  pictured  the 
heavenly  life  of  the  believer.  Even  though  our  citizenship  is  in 
heaven,  we  are  to  live  this  heavenly  life  on  the  earth.  Paul  was  a 
master  in  unfolding  the  truth,  and  so  he  lifts  the  eyes  of  those  to 
whom  he  is  writing  to  the  things  which  are  possible  in  Christ.  We 
have  been  carried. up  together  with  Christ  and  made  to  sit  together 
with  Him  in  heavenly  places.  So  having  placed  before  the  Ephesians 
the    wonderful   things   which  are  possible  for  them,  he  comes  to  the 
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PRACTICAL  part    OF   THE    EPISTLE.       CHAPTERS  IV-VI. 

The  theme  of  these  three  chapters  is  given  in  4:1-3.  In  the 
first  three  oliapters  we  are  carried  up  to  behold  the  "Glory  of  the 
Church  in  Christ."  In  the  last  three  chapters,  the  thought  evi- 
dently is,  "The  Spirit  Ruling  in  the  Church."  The  Holy  Spirit  has 
come  to  have  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Church. 
Paul  in  speaking  to  the  elders  of  Ephesus  charged  them,  *'Take  heed 
unto  yourselves  and  to  all  the  flock  in  the  which  tlie  Holy  Ghost  hath 
made  you  bishops,  to  feed  the  church  of  God,"  Acts  20:28. 

We  see  very  plainly  in  chapter  4:11  that  the  offices  and  officers 
were  given  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  purpose  and  work  are  given 
in  4:12-14. 

What  a  wo7ulerful  exhortation  is  this  which  we  find  in  4:1-3,  to 
''walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  we  are  called."  Notice  some 
things  about  this  walk.  "With  all  lowliness  and  meekness,  with 
long  sulleriiig,  forbearing  one  another  in  love."  There  is  certainly 
something  very  practical  about  this.  There  is  surely  no  descent  from 
the  discussion  of  the  heavenly  things,  for  in  the  earth  is  the  place 
where  we  are  now  to  live  the  heavenly  life.  As  we  go  forth  day  by 
day,  we  are  to  remember  that  our  citizenship  is  in  heaven.  We  are 
in  the  world  but  not  of  it.  We  have  been  called  out  of  the  world  and 
made  a  people  separated  unto  God.  We  are  sent  into  the  world  to 
serve  the  Master,  and  as  we  live  here  and  serve  Him,  we  are  to  re- 
member that  our  citizenship  is  in  heaven  and  that  we  are  to  walk 
worthy  of  that  citizenship.  We  are  not  to  fear,  for  we  have  the 
assurance  that  we  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith.  God 
has  a  great  mission  for  us  in  the  earth. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  very  Son  of  God,  came  to  this  earth  on 
amission,  and  we  should  not  be  above  our  Lord.  The  greatest  lessons 
lie  ever  taught  were  those  in  regard  to  humility.  His  life  is  the 
supreme  example  of  humility.  He  found  pride  ruling  in  the  heart 
of  man.  Pride  has  ever  hindered  the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  lieart 
of  man. 

These  words  of  Paul  to  the  Ephesians,  "With  all  lowliness  and 
meekness,  with  long  sulTering,  forbearing  one  another  in  love," 
sound  like  the  Beatitudes  of  Clirist.  How  the  old  things  of  the  Jlesh 
do  come  up  and  hinder  the  servants  of  God! — anger,  ])ride,  selfish- 
ness, evil  thoughts,  ])ride  of  position  and  such  like!  How  far  short 
we  have  come  from  living  up  to  the  high  standard  set  before  us!  We 
need  the  Spirit  of  God  to  be  in  us  and  to  lead  us  step  by  step,  if  we 
are  to  be  able  to  walk  worthy  of  this  high  calling. 

These  heavenly  possibilities  will  become  actual  in  life  only  as  we 
live  under  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  moment  by  moment. 

"Moment  by  moment,  I'm  kept  in  his  His  love; 
Moment  by  moment,  I've  life  from  above; 
Looking  to  .Jesus  till  glory  doth  shine; 
Moment  by  moment,  O  Lord,  I  am  thine." 

Only  as  the  Spirit  of  God  oomes  into  the  life  and  takes  away  the 
dross  and  implants  the  nature  of  Christ,  can  we  come  to  the  place 
where  we  will  give  diligence  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace. 
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Please  notice  next,  the  exhortation  contained  in  chapter  4:17-24. 
As  the  Ephesians  would  think  of  the  old  man  and  his  deeds  they 
could  not  but  be  humbled.  They  were  exhorted  to  put  off  the  old 
man  with  his  deeds  and  to  put  on  the  "new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness." 

In  4:25-32,  we  have  the  thought  of  holy  living.  The  true  out- 
growth of  "walking  in  love"  will  be  holy  living.  All  things  which 
grieve  the  Holy  Sjiiritare  to  be  put  far  away.  You  will  notice  in  this 
passage  that  many  of  the  things  which  are  to  be  put  away  are  plainly 
enumerated.  As  long  as  the  things  of  the  sinful  man  remain  and  are 
practiced,  the  Holy  Spirit  cannot  come  into  the  life  in  power. 

Please  notice  that  this  chapter  closes  as  it  begins,  with  love. 
Love  is  ever  related  to  the  work  of  the  Spirit.  "And  be  ye  kind  one 
to  another,  tenderhearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for 
Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you."  This  is  not  man's  measure  of  for- 
giveness, but  God's.  Do  we  use  this  measure  in  our  dealings  one 
with  another?  There  is  something  eminently  practical  about  these 
loving  exhortations.  "By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my 
disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another."  Oh  how  needful  that  "we 
walk  in  love,  as  Christ  also  hath  loved  us." 

Connected  with  this  walking  in  love  and  holy  living  is  another 
wonderful  thought.  You  will  find  it  in  5:9,  the  "Fruitfulness  of 
the  Spirit."  First,  the  old  things  must  be  pruned  away.  We  are  not 
to  live  after  the  flesh.  One  way  to  rise  above  the  old  life  is,  to  make 
no  provision  for  the  flesh  and  the  lusts  thereof.  The  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  will  never  grow  out  of  the  works  of  the  flesh.  The  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  will  never  be  found  growing  from  the  old  root  of  sinful  flesh. 
The  ax  has  been  laid  upon  that  root,  but  the  fruit  which  is  well 
pleasing  to  God  comes  forth  from  the  ingrafting  into  Christ. 

Pass  on  to  another  mountain  peak,  5:18.  "Be  filled  with  the 
Spirit."  Being  filled  with  the  Spirit  will  not  be  experienced  till  the 
old  self  is  emptied  out.  It  is  really  the  incoming  of  the  Spirit  which 
drives  out  the  old  self.  Dr.  Gordon  has  illustrated  this  point  in  this 
way:  "So  noiselessly  and  irresistibly  as  the  ascending  sap  displaces 
the  dead  leaves  which  have  clung  all  winter  long  to  the  trees,  so 
quietly  does  the  incoming  of  the  Spirit  crowed  off  the  old  things  which 
have  hindered  our  liberty."  When  all  is  yielded  to  God  and  the 
Spirit  comes  into  the  life,  then  He  enables  us  to  walk  worthy  of  the 
high  calling  and  to  do  the  Master's  work. 

There  is  a  wonderful  thought  which  follows  this  being  filled  with 
the  Spirit.  When  everything  else  is  given  up  and  the  child  of  God 
makes  a  full  and  glad  surrender  of  himself,  then  and  only  then  does 
he  come  to  the  place  where  God  can  use  him  and  say  unto  him,  "Take 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of  God,"  G:17.  The 
Spirit  directs  in  fitting  us  for  His  work  and  guides  us  in  the  unfold- 
ing of  the  truth.  •  When  He  is  thus  guiding  us,  every  thrust  of  the 
truth  will  be  driven  home  upon  the  enemy.  Oh  that  we  might  learn 
more  fully  in  this  convention,  to  yield  ourselves  entirely  to  God  so 
that  He  might  use  us  in  unfolding  His  truth  to  others. 

Let  us  pass  to  the  last  mountain  peak  of  the  Epistle,  that  of 
Prayer,  6:18-19. 

Stand  for  a  time  by  the  side  of  the  grand  apostle  and  learn  some 
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valuable  things  concerning  prayer,  from  him.  How  pray?  "Pray- 
ing always  with  all  prayer  and  supplication  in  the  Spirit.^'  CJod 
knew  that  we  would  have  difiicnlties  in  prayer  and  so  we  are  taught 
to  pray  "In  the  Spirit/' and  "the  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmity: 
for  we  know  not  how  to  pray  as  we  ought;  but  the  Spirit  Himself  mak- 
eth  intercession  for  ns  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered;  and 
He  that  searcheth  the  hearts  knoweth  what  is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit, 
because  He  maketh  intercession  for  the  saints  according  to  the  will 
of  God.'' 

Paul  teaches  ns  something  in  regard  to  intercessory  prayer  here. 
Notice  the  request  he  makes  in  behalf  of  himself.  Pray  "for  me, 
that  utterance  may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth 
boldly,  to  make  known  the  mystery  of  the  Gospel,  ....  that 
therein  I  may  speak  boldly,  as  I  ought  to  speak."  Think  of  iti  This 
grand  servant  of  God  who  had  dared  to  speak  before  mobs  that  stoned 
him  and  left  him  for  dead,  to  rebuke  kings  and  to  witness  to  all  men 
everywhere  concerning  Jesus  Christ,  and  who  for  a  score  of  years, 
had  been  such  a  faithful  witness  for  Christ,  asking  the  Ephesians  to 
pray  for  him  that  he  might  open  his  mouth  boldly  to  make  known 
the  mystery  of  the  gospel  as  he  ought  to  speak  !  Have  you  been  pray- 
ing for  those  who  are  to  take  part  in  this  convention  that  they  may 
speak  in  this  way?  Do  you  pray  for  your  pastors  and  all  those  who 
unfold  the  truth,  that  they  may  speak  boldly  to  make  known  the 
mystery  of  the  gospel  as  they  ought  to  speak?  If  there  were  more 
praying  of  this  kind,  there  would  be  more  people  willing  to  take  the 
plain  truth  to  heart.  "We  don't  want  those  who  unfold  the  truth  to 
give  us  little  homilies  of  man's  invention,  but  we  long  to  have  them 
open  their  mouths  boldly  and  set  forth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  .Tesus,  as 
they  ought  to  speak. 

There  is  teaching  here  in  regard  to  jiraying  for  others.  There 
should  be  more  such  definite  praying  in  Sabbath-school  work;  teach- 
ers i^raying  for  their  scholars  and  scholars  praying  for  their  teachers. 
The  nearest  way  into  the  hearts  of  others  is  by  the  throne  on  high. 
When  we  pray  earnestly  for  others  we  will  work  more  faithfully  with 
and  for  them. 

We  have  briefly  looked  at  some  of  the  wonderful  things  revealed 
to  us  in  this  Epistle.  We  have  only  touched  upon  what  is  herein 
revealed  through  Christ  for  the  believer.  With  other  things,  we  have 
talked  about  the  sealing,  revelation  and  possession.  Oh  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  might  come  to  usto-day  and  fill  us  with  His  own  blessed 
self!  Oh  that  He  might  dwell  with  us,  taking  the  things  of  Christ, 
showing  them  unto  us  in  such  a  way  that  we  might  "be  able  to  com- 
prehend with  all  the  saints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and 
depth  and  height:  and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth 
knowledge,  that  we  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fullness  of  God." 

The  following  Nominating  Committee  was  then  selected  by  the 
convention:  D.  0.  Coe,  Hock  Falls;  Kev.  G.  ]?.  Safford,  Onarga; 
T.  B.  Stephenson,  Sparta;  Rev.  C.  Clark,  New  Boston,  and  F.  V. 
Hamilton,  Bloomington. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Miller  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tern. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Pearce  conducted  a  platform  meeting  at  10:30.  He 
called  the  roll  of  counties  and  asked  the  delegates  to  tell  one  good 
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thing  in  their  year's  work.  Eesponses  were  made  from  the  following 
counties:  DuPage,  Kane,  Carroll,  Jo  Daviess,  Ogle,  Stephenson, 
Whiteside,  Henry,  Knox,  Mercer,  Rock  Island,  Stark,  Bureau, 
LaSalle,  Marshall,  Ford,  Iroquois,  Livingston,  McLean,  Fulton, 
Peoria,  Tazewell,  Hancock,  Henderson,  McDonough,  Warren, 
Adams,  Cass,  Pike,  Schuyler,  Christian,  Mason,  Menard,  Mont- 
gomery, Sangamon,  DeWitt,  Macon,  Moultrie,  Piatt,  Cumberland, 
Douglas,  Edgar,  Fayette,  Jackson,  Perry,  Eandolph,  Edwards, 
White  and  Gallatin. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Miller  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clarence  Frier,  President 
of  Gallatin  County  Sunday-school  Association,  concerning  the  de- 
struction wrought  in  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Church  property 
at  Shawneetown  by  the  late  flood,  and  called  for  a  dollar  offering  for 
their  benefit.     Fifteen  dollars  was  immediately  sent  to  the  front. 

The  session  closed  with  prayer  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Miller. 

FIRST  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  2  o'clock  Prof.  Excell  conducted  one  of  his  characteristic  song 
services. 

At  2:30  Vice  President  Mills  called  the  convention  to  order. 

"Where  He  leads  me  I  will  follow"  was  sung. 

The  pastor  of  the  church  in  which  the  sessions  of  the  convention 
were  held  was  introduced  and  spoke  the  following  eloquent  words  of 
welcome: 

ADDEESS  OF  WELCOME. 

REV.    W.    HAMILTON   SPENCE. 

Some  years  ago  an  English  lord  was  traveling  in  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland  with  his  valet,  and  staying  at  a  little  inn  at  which  an 
aged  Presbyterian  minister,  long,  lean,  cadaverous,  was  also  abiding. 
His  lordship  had  the  misfortune  of  being  a  great  stutterer,  and  when 
excited  was  almost  speechless.  On  a  certain  occasion  when  a  little 
crowd  had  assembled,  the  Englishman  thought  it  a  good  opportunity 
for  making  a  little  fun  at  the  expense  of  the  sober  divine.  Ap- 
proaching, he  said  to  the  minister,  "Doctor,  can  you  explain  why 
Baalam's  ass  spoke."  But  the  doctor  was  not  as  dry  as  he  appeared, 
and  instantly  perceiving  the  intent  of  the  questioner,  and  knowing 
you  could  not  squeeze  a  good  joke  out  of  an  Englishman  with  a  cider 
mill,  he  set  himself  to  confuse  him.  Looking  him  straight  in  the 
eye,  he  said,  "What  did  your  lordship  say?"  Again  the  question 
was  asked,  but  in  more  stuttering  manner,  and  again  the  answer  was 
returned,  "what  did  your  lordship  say?"  Thus  again  and  again  was 
the  question  asked  and  returned,  until,  having  become  absolutely 
speechless,  his  lordship  motioned  to  his  valet  to  repeat  the  question 
for  him.  Said  the  valet,  "my  lord  wishes  to  know  if  you  can  explain 
why  Baalambs  ass  spoke."  "Oh,  yes,"  said  the  underestimated 
divine,  "I  suppose  it  was  because  Baalam  must  have  stuttered,  so  he 
got  his  ass  to  speak  for  him." 

I  would  not  have  it  understood  that  it  is  because  of  any  natural 
halt  or  hesitancy  of  speech  on  the  part  of  the  committee  on  arrange- 
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ments  that  it  has  sought  one  outside  its  own  numbers  and  one  of 
the  most  recent  arrivals  in  Galesburg,  to  be  their  burden-bearer  of 
the  hour  ;  it  is  rather  on  account  of  their  being  too  full  of  welcome 
for  utterance  that  their  speech  has  been  temporarily  suspended  or 
transferred  to  me.  And  I  assure  you  that  to  speak  in  their  stead  this 
word  of  welcome  is  to  me  a  most  delightful  task.  I  trust  the  angel 
of  hospitality  may  so  speak  through  me  that  if  you  had  any  fears  or 
misgivings  that  in  taking  the  road  that  leads  to  Galesburg,  you  were 
taking  a  wrong  one,  they  may  be  disarmed. 

Philip  Phillips  once  inadvertently  said  when  addressing  the  in- 
mates of  a  penitentiary,  "I  am  so  glad  to  see  so  many  of  you  here;" 
but  what  he  inadvertently  said,  we  say  with  utmost  deliberation; 
and  this,  not  with  the  intent  of  the  old  saying,  with  slight  variation, 
"see  Galesburg  and  die,"  but  that  you  may  see  that  very  high  ideals 
of  civic  life  can  be,  and  are  realized  somewhere.  For  "this  city 
hath  foundations  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God."  These  founda- 
tions are  school  and  church,  education  and  righteousness.  AVe  wel- 
come you  to  the  Athens  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  a  city  of  colleges — 
rather  a  city  for  colleges.  Indeed,  the  city  has  existed  very  largely 
for  the  college,  and  people  seem  to  have  been  born  here  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  college  with  the  necessary  quota  of  students. 
By  the  college  was  the  city  called  into  existence;  it  was  not  an  after- 
thought, but  rather  the  primary  purpose,  the  moving  why  of  those 
who  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  place.  It  was  put  into  the  minds  of 
a  few  wise  men  of  the  east,  sixty-some  years  ago,  to  establish  a  colony 
somewhere  in  tlie  west,  the  justification  of  whose  existence  would  be 
the  educational  facilities  it  might  supply  where  none  were  to  be 
found.  Around  the  college  the  city  has  grown  up  as  the  city  of  old 
grew  up  around  the  citadel  for  its  defence  and  domination.  And  so 
well  has  the  spirit  of  the  past  been  preserved,  its  traditions  revered, 
that  in  spite  of  the  city's  growth  its  remotest  extremities  still  feel 
they  are  part  of  a  body  whose  heart  is  an  institution  of  learning. 
Tap  its  veins  anywhere  and  you  will  draw  college  blood.  You  can 
scarcely  throw  a  stone  without  hitting  an  alumnus  or  semi-alumnus. 
Ideas  and  lore,  which,  in  spite  of  having  traveled  by  slow  freight 
trains,  appear  to  be  fresh  revelations  to  other  communities,  are  for- 
gotten history  here.  Knowledge  has  here  become  an  instinct,  and 
wisdom  is  pursued  with  the  frenzied  ambition  for  political  prefer- 
ment in  Chicago. 

And  this  education  is  Christian  education.  It  is  the  left  hand  of 
Christ  whose  right  hand  is  the  church.  For  the  school  and  the  church 
"are  members  one  of  another,"  and  "one  without  the  other  cannot 
be  made  perfect," 

"Nor  fear  the  skeptic's  puisne  band. 
While  near  the  school  the  church  doth  stand; 
Nor  fear  tlie  blinded  bigot's  rule, 
Wliile  near  the  church  sliall  stand  the  school." 

This  truth  was  also  perceived  by  the  founders  and  makers  of  this 
city,  and  with  the  hall  of  learning  came  the  house  of  worship.  At 
the  very  entrance  of  the  temple  of  city  life,  with  equal  firmness,  were 
the  two  pillars,  Boaz  "to  strengthen"  and  Jochin  "to  establish," 
erected,  the  college  and  the  church.     And  not  less  than  the  former 
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has  the  latter  been  a  part  of  the  life  and  enterprise  of  the  place. 
Here  as  in  few  places  does  the  church  with  its  spiritual  interests, 
form  a  large  portion  of  the  conversation  and  thinking  of  the  street 
and  the  office,  the  store  and  the  shop,  as  well  as  of  the  home.  It  is 
not  a  sort  of  insoluble  ingredient  in  the  community,  but  a  coloring 
element  giving  a  distinct  hue  to  all  the  ingredients  of  the  social 
compound.  This  is  indicated  by  the  pardonable  jDride  we  take 
in  the  quality  of  the  houses  we  have  erected  to  the  glory  of  Christ  deem- 
ing no  ointment  too  costly  to  pour  upon  His  head,  no  gift  wasted 
though  locked  up  in  stone,  made  to  immortalize  His  name.  This  is 
a  city  of  churches.  And  these  churches  are  not  merely  "things  of 
beauty  and  joys  forever;"  they  are  not  monuments  of  religion — for 
monuments  are  erected  over  dead  objects,  they  are  the  expressions  of 
an  affection  in  many  instances  just  as  devoted  and  pure  as  that  which 
in  the  home  of  Bethany,  poured  the  alabaster  box  of  ointment  on  the 
head  of  the  Master,  not  in  cool,  calculating  utility,  but  that  it  might 
do  something  personal  for  His  very  own  sake. 

We  welcome  you  to  a  city  in  which  you  will  find  it  perfectly  safe, 
with  ordinary  precaution,  to  temporarily  abide.  We  say  this  especi- 
ally, to  assure  those  who  may  have  had  some  concern  about  your  moral 
welfare  in  sending  you  to  a  strange  place  so  far  away  from  home. 
But  you  need  not  fear!  You  may  pass  down  Main  Street  in  the  best 
business  portion  of  the  city,  you  may  travel  over  the  entire  part 
north  of  Main  Street  without  needing  to  pass  by  the  door  of  a  saloon. 
If  here  Satan  in  not  entirely  cast  out,  he  has  been  hound. 

As  this  is  the  only  English  speaking  church,  but  one,  in  this  en- 
tire northern  district  of  the  city,  you  can  see  with  what  prudence 
and  solicitation  for  your  moral  safety,  the  committee  on  arrange- 
ments has  selected  this  church  as  the  place  of  meeting.  While  it  felt 
it  could  not  control  the  possible  inclinations  of  any  delegate,  it  felt 
it  must  provide  a  favorable  and  safe  environment. 

We  welcome  you  to  a  city  beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy  of  all 
who  dwell  therein.  We  are  sorry  the  season  is  such  that  its  glorious 
trees  and  shrubbery,  its  tropical  flowers  and  spacious  lawns  cannot  be 
seen  at  their  best;  but  your  bright  and  fresh  happy  faces  will  un- 
doubtedly contribute  much  to  supplement  this  unavoidable  defect; 
and  at  least  for  a  few  days  it  will  not  be  questioned  by  anyone,  that 
Galesburg  is  the  brightest  and  greenest  city  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 

Without  any  wish  to  dwell  unnecessarily  upon  your  misfortune,  or 
to  make  light  of  circumstances  over  which  you  have  no  control, 
necessitating  your  residence  elsewhere,  doubtless  you  will  be  assured 
repeatedly  while  here,  not  only  that  Galesburg  is  peopled  by  the  elect 
of  the  earth,  but  that  it  is  just  such  a  city  as  the  elect  ought  to  have 
for  an  earthly  habitation. 

You  may  think  we  have  no  need  of  uttering  the  Scotchman's 
prayer — "0  Lord,  gie  us  a  guid  conceit  o'  oursels;"  but  I  assure  you 
this  is  because  you  are  but  the  observer  of  an  hour  and  judge  us  with 
envious  minds.  In  meekness,  which  is  the  crowning  glory  of  all  the 
virtues,  and  of  the  people  who  reside  here,  we  shrink  from  the  in- 
toxicating conceit  of  the  people  of  Quito  who  say,  ''After  Quito 
heaven,  and  then  a  little  opening  in  heaven  to  look  down  upon 
Quito."  Our  utmost  claim  goes  no  further  than  this — "After  Gales- 
burg, Boston!" 
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If  after  being  with  us  for  a  few  days  you  are  constrained  to  say — 
"where  can  we  find  such  Jiosts,"  be  assured  we  are  inspired  to  ex- 
claim at  the  beginning  of  things — "where  can  be  found  sucli  guests." 

We  welcome  you  for  what  you  are,  and  for  what  you  do.  We 
know  whence  you  are,  why  you  have  come,  and  the  spirit  you  are  of. 
You  have  come  representing  94,000  teachers  and  8,000  Sunday- 
schools  and  800,000  scholars.  You  have  come  to  enlarge  your  esti- 
mate of  the  value  of  Sunday-school  work  and  to  rekindle  your 
interest  in  it. 

It  was  once  a  custom  among  the  Tartars  once  a  year  about  the 
time  of  the  vernal  equinox,  to  put  out  all  the  fires  and  lights,  and 
then  with  crystal  lens,  to  catcli  new  fire  from  the  sun  with  which  to 
light  again  the  lamps  and  fires  in  temple  and  tent,  on  hearth  and 
altar. 

We  may  not  have  come  to  this  convention  saying,  "our  lamps 
have  gone  out,"  but  we  have  come  saying  to  each  other,  "give  us  of 
your  oil,"  and  this  convention  may  be  the  huge  lens  by  means  of 
wliich  we  can  bring  down  from  the  Father  of  Lights,  "the  master 
light  of  all  our  seeing,"  that  which  will  brighten  up  the  fiame  that 
burns  all  too  dimly  on  the  altar  of  the  most  consecrated  heart.  And 
this  does  not  imply  that  we,  as  Sunday-school  workers,  come  behind 
any  in  consecration  to  the  Master's  service. 

I  want  to  know  where  else  you  will  find  so  much  talent  devoted, 
so  many  hours  of  service  rendered,  without  reward  or  personal  inter- 
est at  stake.  Not  for  reward,  but  for  work;  not  to  accumulate  the 
garlands  of  popular  ovation,  but  to  obey  the  Father's  command — 
"take  this  cliild  and  nurse  it  for  me,  and  I  will  give  thee  thy  wages," 
do  Sunday-school  workers  give  themselves. 

A  missionary  society  has  for  its  emblem  an  ox  standing  equi-dis- 
tant  between  an  altar  on  one  hand  and  a  plow  on  the  other,  licneath 
is  the  motto — "ready  for  either."  But  the  altar  of  consecration  for 
the  Sunday-school  worker  is  a  jo?ow.  To  work  is  his  worship;  the 
symbol  q/"?/;o/-X:  is  his  emblem  of  (/e7;o)'/o7i.  Ilather  than  "ready  for 
either,"  "at  both  all  the  time,"  is  his  motto.  What  is  to  be  the 
standard  of  valuation  for  your  work?  Is  it  not  the  possibilities  of  a 
child! 

Many  years  ago  there  was  a  military  school  in  ]*aris  in  which  a 
band  of  youngsters  drilled  with  a  banner  bearing  the  motto — "1'rem- 
ble,  for  we  are  growing  up."  The  populace  laughed  at  first,  but 
later  they  did  tremble,  for  this  band  of  youngsters  became  one  of 
the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  of  the  French  revolution.  And  one 
may  well  tremble  when  he  thinks  of  the  millions  who  are  growing 
up — growing ,  ever-gron)i7ig — for  what?  good  or  evil;  good  and  evil! 
Not  one  is  born  with  the  guarantee  that  he  shall  find  the  right  road 
in  life.  Even  the  mother  as  she  rocks  and  rocks,  only  rocks  on  in 
hope.  And  here  comes  in  the  vast  organization  of  the  Sunday- 
school  to  supplement  her  wisdom  and  endeavor,  and  give  her  more 
than  hope  to  sustain  her  joys. 

Christ  has  told  us  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  belongs  to  children, 
and  that  children  belong  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The  Sunday- 
school  says  to  the  parent — "let  me  supplement  your  religious  train- 
ing, the  religious  inlluence  of  the  home,  often,  alas,   about  the  only 
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counter-irritant  the  child  has  to  irreligious  influences — that  he  may 
never  be  induced  to  leave  this  kingom  to  which  Christ  says,  as  a  child 
he  belongs!" 

Sometimes  religious  training  is  not  urged  upon  a  child  from  the 
feeling  that  it  is  taking  advantage  of  his  inability  to  judge  for  him- 
self. The  proposition  is  to  let  the  child  grow  up  as  far  as  possible 
unbiased.  When  he  becomes  capable  of  reflection,  then  he  can  look 
the  matter  up,  choose  what  his  attitude  will  be  to  spiritual  things. 
But  you  «annot  bring  up  a  child  in  an  exhausted  receiver.  It  is 
daily  coming  into  contact  with  forces  and  ideas  that  are  making  an 
impression  on  it  every  hour  and  every  moment.  If  you  were  to  take 
a  ball  of  putty,  white,  smooth,  clean;  toss  it  from  hand  to  hand; 
then  from  your  hand  to  another's;  let  it  fall  betimes  into  the  dust; 
let  the  passer-by  step  upon  it;  and  then,  at  the  end  of  so  long,  have  it 
endowed  with  life,  if  possible;  then  ask  it  to  choose  whether  it  would 
be  soiled  or  clean,  this  shape  or  that;  you  would  be  rationality  itself 
compared  with  one  who  imagines  he  can  let  his  child  grow  up  without 
prejudice  or  bias,  and  then  be  sure  the  course  he  chooses  will  be  right 
because  he  chose  it  of  himself.  Whether  you  will  it  or  not  the  child 
is  beitiy  impressed,  shaped,  prejudiced.  If  yoic  do  not  bias  the  child, 
the  first  person  he  meets  round  the  corner  will.  It  is  only  a  question 
of  luho  firsL  And  the  Sunday-school  comes  in  merely  to  supplement 
the  influence  of  the  home,  if  it  be  good;  and  to  counteract  the  in- 
fluence of  the  home,  if  it  be  bad.  We  do  not  believe  in  letting  the  child 
ever  get  away  from  good  influence.  We  have  set  ourselves  to  see 
that  there  be  no  need  of  the  child  growing  up  bad,  and  then,  upon 
conversion  in  later  years,  spend  its  time  and  strength  during  the 
latter  half  of  life  counteracting  the  evil  momentum  and  killing  the 
pernicious  weeds  of  the  first  half.  A  child  sanctified  from  its  birth 
will  be  a  better  Christian  than  one  sanctified  from  prodigality.  Preven- 
tion is  better  than  cure;  and  pre-eminently  for  prevention  does  the 
Sunday-school  stand! 

I  believe  that  the  greatest  religious  movement  of  this  decade, 
missionary  enterprise  alone  excepted,  is  the  movement  of  religious 
denominations  toward  each  other  in  the  unity  of  the  spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Nothing  else  is  nearly  so  deep  and  significant.  Many  other 
movements  are  but  the  symptoms  of  this — possible  because  of  this. 
I  do  not  refer  to  organic  union,  I  refer  to  a  movement  among  all 
Christian  denominations  toward  each  other  in  fraternal  love.  This 
is  the  most  characteristic  feature  of  the  religious  life  of  this  closing 
quarter  of  the  century. 

While  Brooklyn  is  separated  from  New  York  by  a  river  of  water, 
it  is  united  by  a  bridge  of  iron.  The  river  that  separates  is  mobile 
and  fluctuating;  the  bridge  that  unites  is  stable  and  permanent. 
The  river  with  currents  and  commerce  is  a  symbol  of  unrest;  the 
bridge  poised  on  high,  regardless  of  currents  and  commerce,  is  a  sym- 
bol of  unity  and  peace.  So  it  is  with  Christian  denominations.  We 
are  separated  by  the  streams  of  "ism"  and  "rite,"  some  of  which  are 
purely  artificial,  and  many  of  them  but  temporary;  but  high  above 
the  fluctuating  issues  and  noisy  questions  that  distract,  far 
enough  above  that  we  may  have  room  for  freest  commerce  within 
ourselves,  is  the  bridge,  stronger  than  iron,   of  love  for   Christ  and 
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loyalty  to  His  kingdom.  This  makes  the  great  divided  church  of 
Christ  one.  And  never  were  there  so  many  eyes  lifted  from  the 
streams  to  the  bridge,  and  so  many  feet  willing  to  cross  by  it  to  the 
other  side,  as  at  this  hour. 

Now,  all  tiie  forces  that  have  brought  this  to  pass  need  not  be 
enumerated,  but  high  above  all  I  place  the  more  systematic,  sympa- 
tiietic,  intelligent  study  of  God's  Word.  There  we  find  that  Christ 
is  everything;  that — 

"Our  little  systems  have  their  day, 
They  have  tlieir  day,  and  cease  to  be; 
They  are  but  broken  lights  of  Thee, 
And  Thou  O  Lord  art  more  than  they." 

There  we  learn  that  mail's  salvatio7i  is  the  grand  end  of  all;  that 
all  "these  are  written  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  "tiie  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God;  and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life  through  His 
name;"  that  man  is  saved  by  the  truth,  and  not  by  theories  of  it, 
its  hows  and  whys!  And  where  in  all  the  round  of  religious  instruc- 
tion will  you  find  the  Scripture  more  simply,  i)ractically  taught  than 
in  the  Sunday-sciiool!  Here  we  hear  more  of  Christianity  than  phil- 
osophy of  Christianity,  Christ  than  analysis  of  Christ.  And,  when 
in  conventions  like  this,  representing  Sunday-schools  of  various  de- 
nominations, we  meet  to  exchange  views  on  the  best  ways  to  present 
Christ  to  the  young,  and  train  them  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and 
getting  acquainted  with  each  other  better,  we  see  in  a^?  faces  the 
image  of  Christ,  and  in  all  hearts  the  same  passion  for  Ilis  kingdom, 
we  need  wonder  no  longer  why  it  is  that  the  close  of  the  century  is 
nuirked  by  a  movement  of  all  Christians  toward  each  other  in  love 
and  good  will. 

I  would  s})eak  of  but  one  thing  more.  During  the  last  few  years 
our  Sunday-schools  have  become  more  practical.  'J'eac hers  are  work- 
ing with  a  more  specific  object.  Their  aim  is  not  merely  to  furnish 
the  mind  with  Bible  knowledge,  but  that  which  the  Bible  itself  has 
in  view — the  salvation  and  sanctification  of  the  pupil.  No  etticient 
teacher  of  to-day  will  be  satisfied  with  the  impartation  of  so  much 
truth,  he  refuses  to  allow  the  truth  to  be  switched  off  the  line  of  men- 
tal progression,  or  to  stop  it,  before  it  reaches  its  only  legitimate 
terminus — the  leading  the  pupil  to  Christ.  The  Sunday-schools  are 
not  so  much  the  nurseries  of  the  church  as  tliey  arc  the  recruiting 
stations  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

The  Dutchman  in  Knickerbocker's  History  of  New  York  who 
proposed  to  jump  over  a  hill,  felt  that  a  good  start  was  needed  for  so 
considerable  a  leap;  he  therefore  ran  five  miles,  at  the  end  of  which 
distance  ho  sat  down  out  of  breath,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  got  no 
farther.  It  is  a  wise  fable  in  which  we  may  read  the  inutility  of  that 
preliminary  instruction  in  God's  Word  that  nevergets  any  where, 
never  quite  gets  to  the  point  for  which  everything  else  is  only  pre- 
liminary. 

A  certain  minister  had  a  friend,  a  skeptic,  who  frequently  at- 
tended his  church.  He  preached  a  sermon  on  a  certain  occasion 
with  which  he  himself  was  exceedingly  disgusted.  "That  was  one 
of  the  best  sermons  I  ever  heard  in  my  life,"  said  the  skeptical 
friend,  "and  I  was  highly  delighted  with  it."    "What do  you  mean/' 
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said  the  minister,  "I  tliiuk  it  one  of  the  poorest  I  ever  attempted;  be- 
sides I  always  heard  you  say  sermons  were  a  bore."  "True,"  said 
the  friend,  "and  it  is  because  of  all  the  sermons  I  have  ever  heard, 
yours  this  morning  came  the  nearest  to  being  no  sermon  at  all,  that 
I  was  so  much  pleased  with  it." 

And  if  the  religious  instruction  of  the  Suu day-school  does  not 
aim  at  bringing  the  young  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  it  comes 
painfully  near  to  being  no  religious  instruction  at  all:  at  best  it  is 
only  secular  knowledge  of  a  religious  subject.  The  religious  rifle 
aimed  right  at  the  jiupil  will  do  more  execution  in  the  hands  of  a 
teacher  than  a  scatter  gun,  however  it  is  loaded,  and  fired  off  aimless- 
ly into  space.  Jesus  once  said  to  His  disciples — "Who  do  men  say 
that  I  the  Sou  of  Man  am."  His  disciples  said — "some  say  that  Thou 
art  John  the  Baptist;  some  Elias;  others,  Jeremias,  or  one  of  the 
prophets."  Then  turning  abruptly  Jesus  said  unto  them — 
"who  do  «/ow  say  that  I  am?"  AVlien  Pilate  said  unto  Jesus  "Art 
Thou  the  King  of  the  Jews,"  Jesus  made  answer — "sayest  thou  this 
thing  of  thyself  or  did  others  tell  it  thee  of  me."  Christ  was  per- 
sonal. 

And  be  ye  not  mere  dealers  in  holy  ambiguities,  beginning  no- 
where and  ending  nowhere.  Take  your  flock  over  a  road  that  ends 
at  a  cross.  Ours  it  is  to  introduce  Christ  to  those  who  know  Him 
not — Christ,  not  merely  His  truth;  Christ,  not  merely  notions  of 
Him.     And  having  brought  Savior  and  pupil  face  to  face,  retire! 

And  I  must  retire.  On  behalf  of  the  pastors,  Sunday-school 
workers,  and  church  people,  I  welcome  you  to  our  churches — and 
your  churches  while  here;  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Galesburg  I  wel- 
come you  to  our  homes — and  your  homes.  We  ask  only  as  compen- 
sation that  in  departing  you  leave  with  us  your  blessing  and  warmer 
hearts.  In  going  hence  may  your  mantle  remain,  with  a  double  por- 
tion of  the  Spirit!  Then  indeed  will  our  welcome  have  its  full  sig- 
nificance— "well-come."  It  will  be  well  that  you  have  come!  AVel- 
come!  I  would  I  could  extend  my  arms  long  enough  to  take  you  all 
in;  but  in  the  neglect  of  nature  to  make  provisions  for  this,  you  will 
all  consider  yourselves  embraced! 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 
A.  H.  Mills,  Vice  President. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  words  of  welcome  our 
brother  has  so  kindly  spoken.  We  come  to  you  not  as  a  dead,  nor  as 
a  decaying  institution.  We  come  from  all  parts  of  this  great  state, 
representing  eight  hundred  thousand  Sunday-school  officers,  teach- 
ers and  scholars.  AVe  come  representing  the  great  throbbing  heart 
of  the  Christian  Church  of  to-day.  'The  life  blood  of  the  Church  is 
simply  the  Truth  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  through  the  work  of  the  Sun- 
day-school its  principles  are  carried  to  the  extremities  of  the  church. 
Show  me  a  church  that  has  a  dead  Sunday-school  and  I  will  show  you 
a  dead  church.  The  Sunday-school  organization  which  we  represent 
may  be  likened  to  a  great  watch-tower  in  which  is  located  the  great 
searchlight — the   Bible  —  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  turning  this 
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searchlight  of  truth  uiion  every  corner  of  this  great  state  that  we 
have  gathered  here;  that  we  may  make  the  truth  practical  so  that  it 
can  be  woven  into  the  web  and  woof  of  the  character  of  the  children 
wiiom  God  lias  placed  in  our  care  and  for  whom  lie  has  made  us  re- 
sponsible. The  Sunday-school  work,  as  I  regard  it,  is  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  Truth  and  the  children  together,  so  that  the 
children  may  be  taught  the  way  of  life. 

I  agree  with  IJrother  Spence  that  no  other  organization  on  earth 
gives  as  many  hours  of  hard,  earnest  and  consecrated  yjovkfree  as  the 
Sunday-school.  Yet  tliere  is  a  reioard.  We  do  not  read  of  any 
monetary  reward  that  Elisha  had  for  following  so  faithfully  in  the 
foot-steps  of  Elijah,  but  a  double  portion  of  his  spirit  rested  upon 
him.  So  I  often  think  tliat  the  consecrated  teacher,  as  he  stands  be- 
fore his  class,  gets  a  double  portion  of  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Let  us  by  our  conduct  in  the  homes  to  which  we  are  assigned 
bring  a  realization  of  the  old  thought  that  in  strangers  angels  are 
often  entertained  unawares.  Let  us  carry  into  the  homes  of  Gales- 
burg,  which  have  been  so  kindly  opened  to  us,  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  when  we  leave  these  homes  they  shall 
feel  that  the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ  have  been  their  guests,  and 
when  we  leave  may  the  peace  of  God  rest  upon  them. 

PARTIAL  KEPOIIT  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 
D.  O.  COE,  Chairman. 

We  agree  with  Brother  Spence  that  Galesburg  is  the  greatest  city 
in  the  west,  but  between  Boston  and  Galesburg  is  the  town  of  Chi- 
cago. Chicago  has  had  only  three  Presidents  of  the  Association  dur- 
ing forty  annual  conventions.  Although  it  is  our  big  brother  it  does 
not  assume  to  ask  for  anything.  For  fear  that  some  teacher  might 
think  the  Sunday-school  is  decaying  tlie  Nominating  Commiteee 
thought  best  to  place  in  nomination  for  the  ofiicc  of  President  of  this 
Association  one  of  the  live  business  men  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  to  you  the  name  of  Mr.  John 
Farson. 

Mr.  Farson  was  unanimously  elected  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

Brothers  Ilare,  liundle  and  Miller  were  appointed  an  Escort  Com- 
mittee. These  gentlemen  soon  appeared  with  the  President-elect, 
and  were  greeted  with  applause. 

Mr.  Mills:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  your 
President,  Mr.  Farson. 

ADDIIESS  OF  PRESIDENT-ELECT. 

MK.  JOHN  KAUSON. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Ueing  from  Chicago,  I  am  necessarily  a  very  modest  man.  I  have 
been  intensely  interested  in  the  remarks  of  the  pastor  of  this  mag- 
nificent church,  setting  forth  the  attractions   of  your  beautiful  city 
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of  Galesburg.  I  wondered  if  he  imagined  we  really  believed  all  these 
stories  he  was  telling  us,  I  thought  perhaps  we  were  not  unlike  the 
people  of  a  little  village  in  the  Adirondacks.  An  Attorney- General 
of  the  United  States  lived  there  in  boyhood.  While  serving  as  Attor- 
ney-General he  went  back  on  a  visit.  The  village  was  some  way  from 
the  railroad  station.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the  station  he  found  the 
same  old  hack,  with  the  same  old  driver  that  went  back  and  forth  in 
his  boyhood  days.  He  got  into  the  hack  and  said :  "John,  here  yet?  " 
"Yes.''  "You  know  who  I  am?"  "Yes."  "You  know  I  am  Attor- 
ney-General of  the  United  States  now?"  "Yes."  "Do  the  people 
back  in  the  town  know  that  I  am  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States?"  "Yes."  "What  do  they  say? "  "Don't  say  nothing;  only 
laugh." 

I  am  glad  to  be  with  you  to-day,  good  friends  of  Galesburg;  we 
are  all  glad  to  be  with  you,  for  we  are  all  citizens  of  the  grand  com- 
monwealth of  Illinois,  which  is  giving  to-day,  as  it  has  given  in  the 
past,  its  brain  and  its  brawn  that  oppression  may  cease  from  the  face 
of  the  earth. 

I  count  it  a  distinguished  honor  to  be  asked  to  preside  over  this 
great  body.  Are  we,  I  wonder,  in  sufficient  touch  with  the  boys  and 
girls  growing  up  in  our  households?  A  few  months  ago  a  man  died 
in  Chicago  leaving  two  boys.  He  was  a  very  wealthy  man.  He  cut 
his  boys  off  in  his  will  with  but  a  few  dollars  because  they  were  in- 
capable of  taking  up  his  business  and  were  not  to  be  trusted.  What 
a  sad  situation  of  affairs!  A  few  days  ago  I  was  talking  with  one  of 
my  Chicago  business  friends.  He  said:  "Mr.  Farson,  I  have  two 
boys  in  my  office,  one  26  years  of  age  and  the  other  23,  and  eacli  has 
charge  of  a  department;  my  partner  has  a  boy  23  years  old  who  is 
just  graduating  from  the  law  college,  and  he  is  coming  into  the  office 
to  take  charge  of  the  legal  department."  What  an  ideal  state  of  af- 
fairs! Our  boys  and  our  girls  ai'e  our  assets.  We  live  for  them. 
There  would  be  nothing  in  life  were  it  not  for  the  children.  I  count 
myself  wealthy  because  I  have  two  boys  and  they  are  worth  at  least  a 
million  dollars  apiece,  and  I  am  sure  my  wife  is  worth  a  hundred 
thousand.  I  hope  we  shall  go  from  this  convention  feeling  that  we 
must  get  nearer  to  these  boys  and  girls  who  in  a  few  years  will  be 
grown  up  and  will  go  away  from  us.  If  by  coming  to  this  conven- 
tion we  can  get  in  sympathy  with  them,  our  coming  has  not  been  in 
vain. 

I  thank  you  for  placing  me  in  this  position.  I  know  it  is  not  for 
merit,  but  simply  out  of  your  goodness  of  heart.  Whatever  talents  I 
have  are  yours,  and  during  this  year  I  shall  put  forth  my  best  endeav- 
ors to  make,  with  you,  this  Association  just  what  it  should  be.  What 
is  the  next  order  of  business? 

Mr.  Coe:  The  Nominating  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  reliev- 
ing Brother  W.  B.  Jacobs,  presents  the  name  of  Mr.  F.  Y.  Hamilton, 
of  Bloomington,  to  be  Recording  Secretary,  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Wilson, 
of  Sparta,  Assistant  Recording  Secretary  of  this  convention.  (Report 
9,dopted.) 

The  President:  I  now  have  the  distinguished  pleasure  of  intro? 
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ducing  to  you  the  Chairman  of  tlie  Executive  Committee,  Mr.  B.  F. 
Jacobs,  of  Chicago. 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE'S   REPORT. 

Dear  Brethren: — For  the  fortieth  time  we  meet  in  Annual 
Convention.  Thirty-nine  years  have  passed  since  our  organization  at 
Dixon,  in  1859;  and  we  should  be  nearing  the  good  land.  Many  of 
our  former  leaders  and  companions  have  left  us,  and  a  new  genera- 
tion is  now  marching  with  joyful  song  and  high  expectation,  to 
conquer  and  occupy  all  that  has  been  promised. 

This  is  our  third  visit  to  this  city  of  books  and  men.  Our  Thir- 
teenth Convention  was  held  here,  June  Gth,  1871;  we  met  in  tli.e  Opera 
House,  and  Philip  G.  Gillett,  President  of  the  twelfth  convention 
called  us  to  order,  and  P.  P.  Bliss,  of  blessed  memory,  led  us  in  the 
song,  ''Stand  up.  Stand  up  for  Jesus,  ye  soldiers  of  the  Cross."  Mr. 
J.  McKee  Peeples,  of  Shawneetown,  was  elected  president,  and  E. 
Payson  Porter  was  secretary.  Dr.  Richard  Edwards,  Edward  Eggles- 
ton,  William  Reynolds,  D.  W.  Whittle,  A.  G.  Tyng,  C.  R.  Blackall, 
R.  H.  Griffith,  K.  A.  Burnell,  Rev.  C.  H.  Foote,  E.  S.  Albro,  E.  A. 
Wilson,  Miss  Sara  J.  Timanus  (now  Mrs.  W.  F.  Crafts,)  B.  F. 
Jacobs  and  others  took  part  in  the  exercises. 

Our  Twenty-second  Convention  was  held  here  in  May  1880,  and 
was  a  memorable  gathering.  AYe  met  in  the  old  First  Church,  and 
overflowed  to  other  buildings  and  to  the  College  Park.  .For  ten  days 
preceding  the  convention.  Whittle  and  McGranahan  conducted  spec- 
ial meetings  here  and  prepared  the  way  of  the  Lord.  Mr.  Charles 
M.  Morton,  president  of  the  Twenty- first  Convention,  called  the 
meeting  to  order,  and  James  McGranahan  led  us  as  we  sung  "All 
hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name."  The  year  of  our  gathering  was 
significant,  it  was  the  centennial  year  of  Sunday-schools,  when  the 
Robert  Raikes  Anniversary  was  celebrated  in  London.  It  was  the  semi- 
millennial  Anniversary  of  the  translation  of  the  Bible  into  the  Eng- 
lish language  by  John  Wickliffe.  It  was  the  first  year  of  the  second 
series  of  the  International  Lessons,  and  it  was  the  celebration  of 
twenty-one  years  of  organized  Sunday-school  work  in  Illinois.  Wil- 
liam Reynolds  was  chosen  president.  Rev.  J.  W.  T.  Booth,  gave  us 
a  hearty  welcome.  D.  L.  Moody,  D.  W.  Whittle,  George  C.  Need- 
ham,  C.  C.  Case,  M.  C.  Hazard,  Rev.  C.  M.  Morton,  A.  G.  Tyng, 
George  H.  Mcllvaine,  John  V.  Farwell,  Dr.  Newton  Bateman,  Rev. 
John  0  Foster,  Rev.  James  Ilaney,  Rev.  John  Hood,  Rev.  I.  N.  Car- 
man, Rev.  William  Tracy,  R.  H.  Griffith,  W.  B.  Jacobs,  E.  S.  Al- 
bro, J.  R.  Mason,  C.  M.  Eames,  William  Thorn,  E.  Payson  Porter, 
E.  A  Wilson,  Dr.  Scofield,  from  England,  on  his  way  to  China,  B.  F 
Jacobs  and  Miss  Lucy  J.  Rider  (now  Mrs.  Lucy  Rider  Meyer)  were 
among  the  speakers. 

Eighteen  years  have  passed,  and  as  we  look  backward  the  progress 
seems  great,  as  if  the  twenty-one  previous  years  had  been  years 
of  preparation. 

As  we  meet  to-day  amid  the  excitement  and  enthusiasm  of  war, 
we  may  recall  our  early  history.     Our  Association  was  only  two  years 
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old  when  we  met  in  Bloomington,  in  1861,  for  onr  Third  Conven- 
tion. We  were  then  at  the  beginning  of  onr  Civil  War,  and  some  can 
remember  the  fonr  long  sorrowful  years,  and  recall  the  Sunday- 
school  men  and  boys  who  left  us,  some  never  to  return.  We  recall 
the  Christian  Commission  and  the  work  our  Sunday-schools  did  for 
the  soldiers  and  sailors.  Now  we  enter  upon  another  war,  but  not  to 
preserve  the  Union.     Then  we  prayed  with  the  poet  Holmes: 

"While  the  stars  in  heaven  shall  burn, 
While  the  Ocean  tides  return, 
Ever  may  the  circling  sun, 
Find  the  many  still  are  one." 

God  heard  and  answered  that  prayer  and  ''Our  flag  is  still  there," 
more  beautiful  than  ever.  Star  after  star  has  been  added  to  the 
constellation,  increasing  its  brightness  until  "it  symbolizes  a  galaxy 
that  casts  the  dawning  light  of  its  destined  pre-eminence  upon  the 
startled  monarchies  of  the  old  world."    For 

"Westward  the  star  of  Empire  takes  its  way." 

At  this  time  we  are  thinking  of  others — our  brothers  in  Cuba, 
and  we  unfurl  our  banner  that  their  wrongs  may  be  righted.  Unless 
our  cause  is  Just  we  cannot  expect  that  G-od  will  help  us,  but  if  it  is  the 
cause  of  liberty,  we  may  hear  his  voice  saying,  "Let  the  oppressed  go 
free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke,"  And  the  old  bell  in  Indepen- 
dence Hall  rings  out,  once  more,  "Proclaim  liberty  throughout  all 
the  land,  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof."  And,  again,  perhaps 
unconsciously,  we  take  up  the  old  song: 

"In  the  beauty  of  the  lilies,  Christ  was  born  across  the  sea. 
With  a  glory  in  His  bosom  that  transfigures  you  and  me; 
As  He  died  to  make  men  holy,  let  us  die  to  make  men  free, 
For  God  is  marching  on." 

And  as  we  sing  let  us  pray  that  our  sons  and  brothers  may  return, 
and  the  coming  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  be  hastened,  that  the  nations 
may  learn  war  no  more.  And  during  the  absence  from  home  of 
our  soldiers  and  sailors,  we  pledge  ourselves  and  our  schools  to  do  our 
share  in  the  work  now  being  planned  for  in  Chicago  and  in  other  cities, 
similar  to  the  work  done  by  the  Christian  Commission  in  '61  to  '65, 
to  aid  them  and  minister  to  them. 

Your  Committee  have  tried  to  carry  out  the  plans  adopted  at  the 
Belleville  Convention.  A  few  changes  have  been  made;  we  have 
greatly  increased  the  missionary  work  and  helped  the  growth  of  the 
Primary  Department.  The  term  of  office  of  five  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  expires  this  year,  some  of  the  younger  men  who 
are  known  to  possess  the  needful  qualifications  may  be  chosen.  Our 
older  men  are  leaving  us,  some  of  them  have  left  us  an  example,  that 
we  should  follow  in  their  steps. 

THESE   ALL   DIED    IN   THE   FAITH. 

Never  before  in  our  state  work  have  we  been  called  to  record  the 
death  of  so  many  who  have  been  prominent  in  our  State  work. 

Alexander  G.  Tyng,  of  Peoria,  died  July  8th,  1897.  He  was 
elected  president  of  our  State  Association  at  the  memorable  meeting 
held  in  Springfield,  in  1864.     He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
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our  State  Executive  Committee.  He  had  been  president  of  the 
Peoria  County  Association,  and  was  always  a  loving,  earnest  and 
faithful  worker  and  friend.  His  heart,  his  home,  his  life  were  all 
for  the  Master's  nse.  His  devoted  wife,  one  of  the  leaders  in  every 
good  work,  remains  with  us,  and  will  sliare  our  love. 

Jerome  R,  Gorin,  of  Decatur,  died  September  1st,  1897.  He 
was  elected  president  of  the  convention  held  in  Decatur,  in  1887. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  our  State  Executive  Committee, 
and  a  great  friend  of  our  work.  He  had  been  president  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  his  county,  and  a  loving  friend  and  brother. 

William  Reynolds,  of  Peoria,  died  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
September  28th,  1897.  Mr.  Reynolds'  work  with  and  for  our  Associa- 
tion, began  at  the  Sjiriugtield  Convention  in  18G4.  At  Decatur,  in 
1867,  he  was  elected  president,  and  with  others  began  the  canvass  of  the 
state.  He  was  elected  president  the  second  time  at  Galesburg,  in 
1880,  and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
In  1887,  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  International  Sunday-school 
Convention,  held  at  Chicago,  and  soon  after  accepted  the  position  of 
Field  Superintendent  of  International  Sunday-school  Work,  and  for 
ten  vears  he  was  a  great  leader.  Perhaps  no  other  person  has  ever 
been  permitted  to  meet  and  help  so  many  Sunday-school  workers. 
His  death  is  a  great  loss  to  us.  By  the  failure  of  the  company  in 
which  his  life  was  insured,  his  wffe,  who  has  shared  his  labors  and 
his  joys,  is  left  with  no  other  fortune  than  our  love,  perhaps  that  we 
may  prove  our  appreciation  and  thankfulness  for  the  good  and  de- 
voted man  who  has  so  greatly  honored  our  state.  It  was  decided  to 
raise,  if  possible,  a  fund  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  to  be  safely  in- 
vested, the  interest  to  be  paid  semi-annually  to  Mrs.  Reynolds  during 
her  life,  and  so  much  of  the  principal  as  the  donors  will  permit,  to 
revert  at  her  death,  to  the  International  Sunday-school  Work.  After 
a  brief  consultation  your  Executive  Committee,  pledged  in  your  be- 
half, the  sum  of  twenty-four  hundred  dollars.  Of  this  amount,  nine 
hundred  dollars  has  been  subscribed.  We  hope  that  the  remainder 
will  be  given  soon.  Subscriptions  to  this  fund  may  be  paid  at  once, 
in  cash,  or  a  note  may  be  given  payable  on  or  before  three  years  after 
January  Ist,  1898,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent  payable  semi-annually. 
We  ask  that  proper  action  be  taken  at  this  time,  and  we  also  recom- 
mend that  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to  pay  to  Mrs.  Reynolds,  the 
interest  on  such  part  of  twenty-four  hundred  dollars,  as  has  not  been 
paid  by  persons  from  Illinois,  the  payments  to  be  made  to  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds semiannually  from  January  Ist,  1898,  and  such  payments  of 
interest  to  be  continued  until  the  whole  amount  of  twenty-four  hun- 
dred dollars  has  been  collected  from  this  state,  and  invested  for  Mrs. 
Reynolds  benefit,  during  her  life;  and  that  when  this  is  done,  the 
payments  by  our  treasurer  shall  cease. 

Thomas  S.  Ridgway,  of  Shawneetown,  died  November  17,  1897. 
He  had  been  for  many  years  a  member  of  our  State  Executive  Commit- 
tee. He  had  been  president  of  the  Association  in  his  own  county, 
and  always  one  of  its  best  supporters. 

Kinsley'  S.  ]5uck,  of  Waukegan,  died  December  18th,  1897. 
He  was  secretary  of  the  Lake  County  Association,  and  was  greatly 
blessed  in  his  work. 
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The  statements  concerning  these  beloved  brethren  are  very  brief, 
for  the  reason  that  a  service  will  be  held  in  their  memory,  during 
this  convention,  at  which  time  suitable  words  will  be  spoken. 

There  is  one  other  name  to  be  lovingly  remembered.  One  not 
connected  with  us  in  our  state  work  in  the  same  manner  as  those  we 
have  mentioned,  yet  well  known  and  intimately  associated  with  every 
good  work  ;  one  who  has  sometimes  been  with  us,  and  whose  life  and 
work  has  been  a  shining  example  and  an  inspiration  to  many,  whose 
fame  is  world  wide  ;  who  gave  herself  for  others  in  the  holy  cause  of 
temperance  and  purity,  and  went  to  join  in  the  song  of  victory  that 
shall  yet  be  sung  on  earth  ;  our  co-worker  and  friend  and  sister  be- 
loved— Frances  E.  Willard.  For  her  we  may  appropriate  the 
words  of  our  Lord  concerning  another:  "'Wheresoever  this,  gospel 
shall  be  preached  in  the  whole  world,  that  also  which  this  woman 
hath  done  shall  be  spoken  of  for  a  memorial  of  her,"    (Matt.  26:13.) 

THE   WORK    IN    ILLINOIS,    IN    1897-8. 

The  work  has  been  conducted  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
general  secretary, Mr.  W.  B.  Jacobs,  and  the  results  are  gratifying. 
It  has  been  a  year  of  trial  and  real  difficulties  have  demanded  our  ut- 
most care.  The  reported  gain  in  membership  is  less  than  usual, but  the 
loss  may  not  be  real.  It  is  certain  that  in  some  counties  we  have  not 
yet  obtained  all  the  fact  and  figures.  The  correspondence  has  been 
unusually  large  and  important,  the  supervision  of  the  work  requires 
much  time  and  pains. 

The  Trumpet  Call  grows  more  helpful  and  important  each  year, 
and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  worker.  The  publications  con- 
nected with  the  Normal  department,  the  Home  department  and  the 
Loyal  Sunday-school  Army  work  are  necessary.  The  work  of  the  Pri- 
mary department  is  increasing  rapidly,  and  we  now  have  two  mission- 
aries constantly  engaged.  Even  a  look  at  this  condensed  statement  of 
the  work  at  the  office  will  show  its  magnitude  and  importance. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Jacobs  has  attended  14  county  conventions  as  follows: 
Grundy,  Lake,  Kane,  Stephenson,  LaSalle,  Marshall,  McLean, 
Peoria,  Macoupin,  DeWitt,  Moultrie,  Coles,  Vermilion  and  Jack- 
son. 

Miss  Mary  I.  Bragg  and  Mrs.  Edith  Burnham,  the  assistant 
secretaries,  have  performed  their  duties  in  a  most  faithful  and  satis- 
factory manner. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Pearce  has  attended  35  county  conventions,  as  fol- 
lows: Pike,  Lee,  Stark,  Crawford,  Washington,  St.  Clair,  Douglas, 
Macon,  Brown,  Christian,  Fulton,  McDonough,  Cass,  Piatt,  DeKalb, 
Boone,  McHenry,  Jo  Daviess,  Warren,  Cumberland,  Union,  Han- 
cock, Adams,  Iroquois,  Ford,  Wabash,  White,  Livingston,  Logan, 
Woodford,  DuPage,  Whiteside,  Kankakee,  Cook  and  Madison.  He 
has  conducted  50  institutes,  fifteen  of  which  were  held  for  tAvo  or 
three  days  in  the  following  counties:  Mc  Donough  Co.,  at  Bushnell; 
Cook  Co.,  at  Normal  Park;  Moultrie  Co.,  at  Lovington;  Ford  Co., 
at  Piper  City;  Macon  Co.,  at  Decatur;  Piatt  Co.,  at  Monticello; 
Washington  Co.,  at  Nashville;  Christian  Co.,  at  Pana;  Livingston 
Co.,  at  Fairbury,  Pontiao  and  Emington;   Lake  Co.,  at  Waukegan; 


26  Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention. 

McHenry  Co.,  at  Woodstock.  Thirty-five  were  one  day  institutes, 
as  follows:  McDonough  Co.,  4;  Carroll  Co.,  G;  Kendall  Co.,  4;  Kan- 
kakee Co.,  4;  Grundy  Co.,  3;  Piatt  Co.,  4;  Christian  Co.,  4;  Lake 
Co.,  3;  DeKalb  Co.,  3.  He  has  addressed  city  or  township  associa- 
tions as  follows:  Crawford  Co.,  1;  Grundy  Co.,  1;  Knox  Co.,  1;  Cook 
Co.,  3;  and  he  has  addressed  many  Sunday-schools,  and  attended 
special  meetings  where  Sunday-school  work  was  considered.  He  has 
conducted  a  large  correspondence  in  connection  with  his  work. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Miller  has  attended  38  county  conventions,  viz: 
Perry,  Bureau,  Kendall,  Carroll,  Calhoun,  Green,  Shelby,  Clark, 
Montgomery,  Monroe,  Schuyler,  Clinton,  Bond,  Effingham,  Marion, 
Pope,  Edwards,  Jersey,  Fayette,  Jasper,  Franklin,  Edgar,  Kichland, 
Lawrence,  Wayne,  Jefferson,  Hardin,  Gallatin,  Alexander,  Pulaski, 
Johnson,  Massac,  Clay,  Saline,  Hamilton.  Rock  Island  and  Ogle. 
He  has  conducted  68  institutes,  14  of  which  were  held  two  days  each, 
and  54  one  day  each.  These  have  been  held  in  16  counties  as  follows; 
Logan  Co.,  3;  Perry  Co.,  5;  Jackson  Co.,  2;  LaSalle  Co.,  5;  Adams 
Co.,  5;  McLean  Co.,  3;  Montgomery  Co.,  3;  Kane  Co.,  3;  Tazewell 
Co.,  3;  Macon  Co.,  5;  li'oquois  Co.,  5.  Clark  Co.,  5;  Edgar  Co.,  7: 
Greene  Co.,  5;  Hancock  Co.,  5;  Wayne  Co.,  5.  He  has  attended 
several  township  conventions  and  addressed  evening  meetings,  held 
between  his  appointments.  He  has  also  conducted  a  correspond- 
ence, larger  than  usual,  in  preparation  for  conventions  and  institutes 
which  are  most  helpful. 

Mr.  Pearce  and  Mr.  Miller  both  emphasize  the  excellent  work  of 
many  county  officers  in  preparing  for  conventions  and  institutes, 
and  their  faithful  attendance  upon  tlie  meetings.  Never  in  our  ex- 
perience has  this  been  more  noticeable  and  the  results  that  have  fol- 
lowed are  blessed  indeed. 

The  faithfulness  and  success  of  our  field  workers,  is  worthy  of 
special  notice,  and  we  commend  them  to  you.  And  we  also  com- 
mend the  faithfulness  of  many  of  our  county  and  township  officers, 
whose  persistent  and  successful  efforts  have  under  the  blessings  of 
God  made  our  association  what  it  is.  They  have  a  conviction  that  the 
work  is  important,  and  ''conviction  is  human  will  attaining  its  high- 
est reach."  They  possess  enthusiasm,  and  they  must  have  it,  for 
"enthusiasm  is  the  genius  of  sincerity  and  truth  accomplishes  no 
victories  without  it."  The  great  Apostle  said,  "Whatsoever  ye  do, 
work  heartily  as  unto  the  Lord,  ye  serve  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
And  we  must  work  together  for  "co  operation  is  the  dominant  chord 
in  the  anthem  of  Christianity. 

Mr.  William  Reynolds  attended  7  county  conventions,  viz: 
Mercer,  Tazewell,  Henderson,  Morgan,  Scott,  Mason  and  Randolph. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  know  that  our  beloved  brother  was  permitted  to 
spend  the  last  weeks  of  his  life  in  his  own  state.  It  seems  as  if  the 
Lord  who  knew  all,  brought  him  again  to  the  old  fields  for  refresh- 
ment and  blessing. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs  attended  the  convention  in  Kankakee  County. 

Mrs.  Bryner  attended  the  convention  in  Menard  County. 

Mb.  Charles  E.  Sciienck,  one  of  our  state  Sunday-school  mis- 
sionaries has  conducted  15  institutes  in  Gallatin,  Randolph  and 
Stephenson  counties,  assisted  at  ten  others  and  in  Edgar  and  Han- 
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cock  counties;  he  has  attended  six  county  conventions,  97  town- 
ship conventions  and  meetings,  organized  26  townships  and  four  Sun- 
day-schools. The  remainder  of  his  time  has  been  devoted  to  mission- 
ary work  in  the  following  counties,  viz;  Pope,  Alexander,  Pulaski, 
Johnson,  Massac,  Greene,  Hancock  and  Mercer. 

Mk.  Arthur  T.  Arnold,  one  of  our  state  Sunday-school  mis- 
sionaries, has  attended  7  county  conventions,  98  township  conven- 
tions and  meetings,  and  organized  a  number  of  townships  and  two 
new  schools,  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  missionary  work  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Bureau,  Peoria,  Woodford,  Macoupin,  Eandolph,  Saline, 
Williamson,  Hamilton,  Union  and  Madison. 

It  is  a  great  privilege  to  report  an  increase  in  our  missionary 
work,  and  to  mention  the  faithfulness  of  the  brethren  so  employed. 
They  have  visited  pastors  and  officers,  held  conferences  with 
county  and  township  workers,  and  in  many  ways  assisted  these  offi- 
cers in  their  efforts  to  improve  their  work. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Lamoreaux,  has  attended  thirty  county  conven- 
tions, viz:  DuPage,  Lake,  Will,  Kane,  Winnebago,  Stephenson, 
Whiteside,  Henry,  Rock  Island,  Stark,  Bureau,  LaSalle,  Ford,  Iro- 
quois, Kankakee,  McLean,  Fulton,  McDonough,  Cass,  Morgan,  Chris- 
tian, Montgomery,  DeWitt,  Coles,  Cumberland,  Edgar,  Vermilion, 
Jackson,  Union  and  Livingston.  She  has  attended  18  county  in- 
stitutes, viz:  In  Livingston  Co.,  3;  Shelby  Co.,  1;  Morgan  Co.,  1; 
Macon  Co.,  1;  Kane  Co.,  3;  McLean  Co.,  3;  Lake  Co.,  1;  McHenry 
Co.,  2;  McDonough  Co.,  1.  She  has  attended  8  township  meetings  and 
primary  institutes.  We  express  our  approval  of  Mrs.  Lamoreaux's 
work  in  connection  with  the  report  from  the  primary  department, 
but  cannot  omit  to  notice  here  the  excellent  service  she  has  rendered 
the  state  in  conventions  and  institutes. 

We  ask  you  to  faithfully  remember  in  your  prayers  all  who  are  en- 
gaged in  our  work.  There  is  danger  that  those  who  are  constantly 
engaged  in  helping  others  may  become  neglectful  of  themselves. 
*'God  is  calling  for  the  investiture  of  form  with  power,  and  the  one 
power  which  God  recognizes  is  the  power  of  love."  Let  us  remem- 
ber them  and  ask  God's  continued  blessing  upon  them.  There  is  a 
connection  between  the  life  and  prayer,  "It  is  the  essence  of  true  re- 
ligion, the  channel  of  all  blessings,  the  secret  of  power  and  life." 

CONVENTIONS,    institutes   AND   STATISTICS. 

A  convention  has  been  held  in  each  county,  102  in  all,  and  1511 
township  conventions  have  been  held.  There  are  1569  townships  in  the 
state,  and  the  conventions  held  do  not  represent  an  equal  number  of 
townships,  for  some  townships  have  held  more  than  one  convention, 
but  we  are  gaining.  The  institutes  held  number  133,  the  total  num- 
of  conventions  and  institutes  is  1746,  the  largest  number  ever  re- 
ported. The  number  of  schools  reported  is  7965,  a  gain  of  41.  The 
membership  is  792,214,  an  increase  of  2733,  the  Home  departments 
number  466,  membership  14,798.  Eeceived  into  the  church  from 
the  Sunday-school  24,277.  The  report  of  the  general  secretary  gives 
the  details.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  a  Normal  institiite  is 
not  a  substitute  for  a  township  convention   unless   the   convention 
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features  are  included  ;  that  is,  a  faithful  study  of  the  schools  in  the 
township,  their  condition  and  needs.  In  some  instances  township 
conventions  are  held  on  Sunday.  We  strongly  recommend  that  this 
practice  be  given  up;  we  fear  that  too  often  such  gatherings  are  more 
like  picnics  than  Sunday-school  conventions. 

THE    I'llIMARY    DEPARTMENT. 

The  Primary  Unions  reported  at  Belleville  in  '97  numbered  six, 
located  at  Chicago,  Ilockford,  Freeport,  Lebanon,  St.  David  and 
Moline.  During  the  year  seventeen  have  been  organized,  located  at 
Anna — Jonesboro,  Belleville,  Tamaroa,  Paris,  Taylorville,  Morrison- 
ville,  Marengo,  Macomb,  Mendon,  N.  AV.  Chicago,  Allerton,  Aurora, 
Elgin,  Jacksonville,  Decatur,  Monmouth  and  Cerro  Gordo.  Out  of 
this  number  we  have  discontinued  those  at  Morrisonville  and  Belle- 
ville, leaving  a  total  of  twenty-one  unions  in  Illinois.  Several  others 
are  now  in  process  of  organization  and  will  be  reported  in  the  near 
future  as  established  unions.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  '96-'97, 
six  counties  had  elected  primary  sui)erintendents.  The  close  of  the 
year  finds  thirty-nine  counties  thus  organized — Adams,  Christian, 
Cass,  Crawford,  Cumberland,  Coles,  Cook,  Douglas,  Dcwitt,  DeKalb, 
Edgar,  Fulton,  Ford,  Grundy,  Hancock,  Henry,  Jo  Daviess,  Kanka- 
kee, Lake,  Livingston,  McDonough,  Mercer,  Moultrie,  Marshall, 
McIIenry,  Peoria,  Pike,  Piatt,  Rock  Island,  Shelby,  Union,  Ver- 
milion, Winnebago,  Whiteside,  Warren,  Kane,  Logan  and  Perry. 
In  many  of  these  counties  the  work  of  selecting  township  leaders  of 
primary  work  is  progressing.  Mrs.  Lamoreaux  says,  Your  secretary 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  faithful,  untiring  work  of  the  primary 
superintendents.  Many  of  the  unions  organized  have  been  directly 
due  to  their  efforts,  and  in  everyway  by  letters,  personal  visits  and 
special  primary  meetings,  they  have  endeavored  to  extend  help  to  the 
individual  teacher.  It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  note  the  cordial  recep- 
tion which  the  suggestion  of  primary  organization  has  everywhere 
received  from  the  county  oftlcers,  and  the  hearty  sympathy  and  help 
accorded  by  them,  both  to  the  state  and  county  primary  superin- 
tendents. 

Central  Committee  Meetings.  During  the  first  part  of  the  year, 
the  central  committee  held  meetings  when  necessary,  but  for  the  last 
four  months,  regularly,  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month,  and  in 
addition,  several  called  meetings.  The  work  considered  is  three- 
fold, 1st,  Nurture  of  primary  unions  already  organized;  2nd,  Aggres- 
sive work  in  prominent  centers;  3rd,  Summer  schools.  The  burden 
now  resting  on  the  committee  is  to  provide  a  plan  for  systematic 
study  for  the  primary  unions,  in  order  that  the  foundation  of  right 
and  forceful  primary  work  may  be  laid  and  built  upon  in  every  pri- 
mary department  in  Illinois. 

Illinois  Summer  School  for  primary  teachers.  The  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Illinois  Summer  School  was  held  in  Chicago,  July 
4-11,  1897.  The  Sabbath  preceding  the  opening  of  the  school 
was  devoted  to  the  visitation  of  primary  departments.  The 
enrollment  on  the  first  day  was  120,  remarkable  in  view  of  its 
being  a  legal  holiday.  From  this  it  reached  a  total  of  374,  with  an 
averasre  attendance  of  185.     Eleven  states  outside  of  Illinois  sent  32 
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Btudents.  Forty  nine  points  in  Illinois  outside  of  Chicago  sent  68 
students.  The  interest  was  intense  despite  the  great  heat,  and  the 
work  on  the  part  of  both  faculty  and  students  was  most  thorough 
and  satisfactory.  The  instructors  were  Mrs.  W.  J.  Semelroth,  Mis- 
souri, ''Practical  Primary  Work;"  Mrs.  R.  B.  Preuszner,  Kansas, 
"Blackboard  Work;"  Miss  Mabel  Hall,  Chicago,  "Lesson  Construc- 
tion;"' Miss  Mary  A.  Blood,  Chicago,  "Expression;"  Miss  Mary 
Elizabeth  Pratt,  "Music;"  Miss  Mary  Abernethy,  "Physical  Culture;" 
Miss  M.  Evelyn  Strong,  of  Galesburg  was  to  have  taught  "Princi- 
ples of  Teaching,"  but  sickness  prevented  her  presence  and  the  sub- 
ject was  taken  up  in  discussions  led  by  Miss  Cecilia  M.  Hedenburg 
and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Lamoreaux.  Each  day  a  primary  Sunday-school 
lesson  was  taught  to  a  class  of  children.  Conferences  on  primary 
work  were  interspersed,  and  a  devotional  service  introduced  into  the 
midst  of  each  forenoon  session,  for  which  leaders  of  spiritual  power 
were  sought. 

The  tension  of  work  was  relieved  by  a  reception  tendered  by  the 
Chicago  Primary  Union,  Tuesday  evening  and  an  excursion  on  Lake 
Michigan  on  Friday  afternoon. 

During  the  entire  session  a  spiritual  atmosphere  pervaded  and 
letters  received  during  the  year,  bear  testimony  to  its  abiding  influ- 
ence. The  closing  moments  were  occupied  in  expressions  of  grati- 
tude for  the  help  received,  and  many  were  those  who  wished  to  share 
in  the  service.  The  entire  cost  of  the  school  was  |>225,  1200  of 
which  was  covered  by  the  generous  appropriation  of  the  Illinois  S.  S. 
Association,  and  the  remaining  125  was  carried  over  to  the  schedule 
for  the  next  year,  1898. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  steady  and  normal  growth.  No  effort 
has  been  made  to  force  the  work  upon  primary  teachers,  but  rather 
to  stimulate  a  hunger  for  better  things  first,  and  then  to  supply  the 
want.  To  this  end  letters  have  gone  into  every  part  of  the  State 
and  primary  work  has  been  presented  in  nearly  every  County  and 
Township  Convention  and  Institute. 

The  results  have  been  a  cause  for  deep  gratitude  to  God,  reveal- 
ing as  they  do,  a  wide-spread  desire  all  over  the  State  among  our  pri- 
mary teachers,  for  help.  And  this  desire  is  not  confined  to  Illinois, 
for  many  have  been  the  letters  from  outside  our  borders  asking  for 
help  which  has  always  been  gladly  given.  As  the  primary  depart- 
ment concludes  its  first  year  of  work,  it  is  with  a  profound  convic- 
tion that  the  time  for  its  organization  was  ripe,  and  through  it 
primary  work  has  received  a  strong  impetus  toward  the  goal  of  II 
Tim.,  2:15. 

Mrs.  Lamoreaux  makes  suggestions  as  follows: 

I.  That  County  organizations  be  recommended  to  recognize  the 
work  of  the  Primary  department  in  a  financial  way,  defraying  the 
traveling  and  correspondence  expenses  of  the  primary  superinten- 
dent. 

II.  That  Counties,  as  far  as  possible,  send  their  primary  superin- 
tendents to  the  Summer  School. 

III.  That  in  the  coming  year  primary  work  be  made  prominent 
by  (a.)  Primary  institutes,  (b.)  In  every  convention  and  institute 
program. 
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IV.  That  we  make  suitable  appropriation  for  the  Summer  School 
to  be  held  iu  Chicago,  Aug.  17-26,  1898. 

Your  Committee  rejoice  with  you  over  the  good  work  done,  and 
commend  in  the  highest  terms  the  excellent  work  of  our  State  Pri- 
mary worker.  '*lt  is  an  ambition  worthy  of  the  immortals  to  build 
one's  life  into  the  lives  of  others,"  and  this  she  is  doing  in  a  beautiful 
manner. 

We  cannot  too  strongly  commend  this  part  of  our  work.  It  will 
•  prove  to  be  a  great  auxilliary.  We  urge  all  County  Conventions  to 
secure  the  attendance  of  at  least  one  primary  worker,  the  County 
Primary  Superintendent  if  possible,  at  the  State  Convention. 
The  Summer  School  held  last  year  at  Chicago,  cost  $225,  and  much 
more  in  contributions  from  workers,  in  time  and  money.  The 
School  this  year  will  be  larger  and  more  expensive.  We  recommend 
that  $350  be  appropriated  for  the  expenses,  and  that  125  be  added  to 
cover  the  debt  of  '97. 

THE   NORMAL   DEPARTMENT. 

Rev,  H.  M.  Hamill  remains  the  nominal  head  of  our  Normal 
work,  though  absent  in  the  International  field  a  large  part  of  his 
time.  Mrs.  Ilamill  has  conducted  a  large  correspondence.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  institutes  reported,  many  of  which  are  fairly  entitled  to 
be  classed  as  Normal  institutes,  fully  100  Normal  classes  have  been  or- 
ganized with  about  2,000  members.  The  graduating  class  of  this  year 
numbers  225,  the  total  number  of  graduates  including  this  class  is 
1,800.  The  post  graduate  course  now  has  25  students.  The  graduating 
exercises  will  take  place  on  Thursday  morning  and  a  full  report 
will  be  made  by  the  class  secretary.  The  Normal  graduates  should 
be  thoroughly  interested  iu  our  State  and  County  work,  and  from 
their  number  we  should  have  many  of  our  best  workers  in  the  near 
future.  We  are  anxious  to  strengthen  the  tie  that  binds  the  alumni 
to  each  other,  and  to  the  convention,  and  to  secure  this  an  Alumni 
Supper  has  been  arranged  for,  which  we  hope  will  be  the  first  of  the 
meetings  to  be  held  annually  in  connection  with  our  convention. 

THE   HOME   DEPARTEENT. 

This  important  part  of  our  work  is  growing  and  gaining  favor. 
We  have  about  450  classes  with  14,000  members.  These  should  be 
carefully  sustained,  and  the  numbers  increased  as  fast  as  possible. 
Usually  the  work  begins  with  the  organization  of  a  class  in  con- 
nection with  a  school,  but  in  some  cases  it  may  be  best  to  begin  with 
a  canvass  of  a  village  or  city,  and  then  organize  classes  with  all  the 
schools  that  wish  them.  The  important  thing  is  to  secure  a  leader  or 
class  superintendent  who  will  faithfully  care  for  those  who  are  en- 
rolled. Special  efforts  should  be  made  to  include  parents  who  can- 
not regularly  attend  Sunday-school,  traveling  men,  and  if  any  of  the 
members  of  our  schools  have  gone  to  the  Army,  to  write  for  their 
consent,  and  when  obtained,  enter  their  names  on  the  Home  Class 
roll,  and  have  Lesson  Helps  sent  to  them  regularly  by  mail.  Also 
write    to  them   asking    the   names    of   others    who    will  join,    and 
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maintain  a  correspondence  between  them  and  the  School, 
has  come  when  we  may  have  a  real  Sunday-school  Army. 


The  time 


THE   FINANCIAL    STATEMENT. 


The  Treasurer's  report  will  show  in  detail  the  receipts  and  expend- 
itures for  the  year.  The  totals  are  as  follows,  viz:  94  Counties, 
including  individual  contributors  have  paid  $8,928.61.  The  receipts 
from  others  sources  have  been  $330.29,  the  total  receipts  $9,258.90, 
total  expenditures,  $9,284.11,  leaving  a  deficit  of  $25.21.  At  the 
Belleville  convention,  you  warmly  endorsed  the  proposed  extension  of 
the  Primary  department,  and  you  now  see  how  greatly  it  has  prospered. 
You  urged  that  more  Missionary  work  be  done,  and  two  devoted 
workers  have  accomplished  much.  It  has  been  a  very  trying  year 
with  many  businessmen,  but  with  others,  and  especially  with  farmers, 
it  has  been  a  year  of  prosperity,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
year  are  good.  We  believe  that  all  of  those  new  employed  should  be 
retained  and  that  if  sufficient  money  is  secured  the  work  should  be 
extended.      We  recommend  that  ten  thousand  dollars  he  raised. 

Mr.  HamilFs  services  are  now  given  to  the  International  work 
and  this  great  work  also  needs  extending.  Many  states  and  territories 
need  help,  and  business  difficulties  have  prevented  them  from 
securing  a  sufficient  amount.  We  hope  that  this  state  will  be  able 
to  contribute  a  larger  sum  than  we  are  now  giving.  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey  each  give  two  thousand  per  annum,  including  individual 
contributions,  and  Illinois  should  not  do  less.  Our  history  demands 
that  we  keep  in  the  front  rank.  "The  memory  of  past  achieve- 
ments is  the  forerunner  of  hope,  the  motive  and  mainspring  of  ac- 
tion." Your  committee  favor  a  personal  annual  subscription,  in 
addition  to  the  amount  pledged  by  Counties,  and  some  definite  un- 
derstanding that  a  part  of  the  money  so  raised  shall  go  to  the  In- 
ternational work  in  addition  to  the  amount  pledged  by  this  state. 
This  convention  should  authorize  our  delegates  to  Atlanta,  to  pledge 
Illinois  for  a  specific  amount  and  that  sum  should  be  a  fair  share  of 
the  total  amount  needed. 
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SPECIAL   HELPS    FOR   WORKERS. 


We  commend  to  the  workers  in  Illinois,  three  papers.  1.  The 
Trum2)et  Call,  our  own  paper,  giving  a  monthly  review  of  the  work 
in  this  state,    by  counties.     The   current  Normal  lessons  for  each 
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month,  with  organization  of  new  classes.  2.  The  International 
Evangel,  the  organ  of  communication  between  the  states,  provinces 
and  territories.  As  the  work  extends  and  the  reports  come  from 
other  lands,  our  workers  will  find  it  almost  indispensable.  3.  The 
Sunday  School  Times.  This  paper  is  unequaled  in  the  wealth  it 
brings  to  teachers,  in  the  expositions  on  the  lessons  by  great  writers 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  Under  certain  conditions  all  three 
papers  can  be  secured  for  one  dollar  per  annum. 

THE  ADVANCE  OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 

We  thank  the  writer  of  an  article  in  a  recent  number  of  a  widely 
circulated  paper,  for  calling  attention  to  defects  in  Sunday-school 
work,  as  seen  by  critical  eyes.  That  defects  exist,  we  all  admit,  that 
improvement  is  desired  we  all  claim.  The  great  reason  for  an  or- 
ganization is  that  many  Sunday-school  workers  need  help,  and  the 
great  purpose  of  this  organization  is  to  advance  the  teaching  by  ad- 
vancing the  teachers,  and  to  bring  the  management  of  the  average 
Sunday-school  to  a  higher  standard.  We  need  to  "see  oursel's  as 
ithers  see  us,"  that  we  may  correct  our  faults,  but,  it  seems  strange 
that  the  writer  found  so  much  to  blame  and  so  little  to  praise.  There 
are  some  things  to  be  said  on  the  other  side. 

I.  Growth  in  Numbers.  The  Sunday-schools  reported  by  the 
International  S.  S.  Association '  now  number  more  than  150,000,  with 
a  membership  of  nearly  14,000,000.  The  annual  gain  for  the  three 
years  ending  June  '96,  was  3335  schools  with  a  total  membership  of 
nearly  450,000,  or  an  average  of  nine  schools  and  a  membership  of 
1200  for  each  day.  The  increase  since  the  date  mentioned  is  greater 
than  for  the  previous  years.  This  growth  CQmpares  favorably  with 
the  increase  in  population,  the  attendance  upon  public  schools,  and 
the  gain  in  church  membership.     All  classes  are  reached. 

II.  Imj}rovement  in  Organization.  It  is  extending  in  the  states, 
provinces  and  territories,  including  the  organization  of  counties, 
townships  or  other  subdivisions  of  counties  and  in  cities.  In  this  work 
more  than  fifty  state  workers  are  employed  as  general  secretaries  or 
superintendents,  attending  conventions,  institutes,  and  organizing 
primary  unions.  These  workers  hold  semi-annual  conferences  for 
study  and  comparison  of  methods.  One  of  the  Chicago  daily  papers, 
having  examined  the  work  of  organization  in  Illinois,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  is  fully  equal  to  the  organization  of  either  of  the  politi- 
cal parties.  The  work  is  divided  into  departments  as  follows:  {a) 
Department  of  organization.  For  the  study  of  the  whole  field  and  the 
ingathering  of  all  who  will  come.  The  work  among  the  colored  people 
of  the  South  is  a  separate  organization  in  each  state  and  county,  but  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  International  Executive  Committee. 
Two  field  workers  are  engaged,  five  states  have  state  organizations, 
and  one  state,  Creorgia,  has  forty  county  organizations.  It  is  the 
first  effort  to  secure  co-operation  among  the  colored  Christians  in  the 
south,  and  the  first  effort  in  which  northern  and  southern  Christians 
have  united  to  helj)  them,  {h.)  Department  of  instruction.  For 
the  holding  of  county  and  township  conventions  and  institutes, 
the  formation  of  normal  classes,  city  unions,  etc.  (c.)  The  Primary 
department  or  council.     For  the  formation  of  primary  unions  in  cities 
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and  larger  towns,  250  such  niiions  now  exist  and  the  numbers  are 
rapidly  increasing  under  the  direction  of  state  committees  and  lady 
superintendents.  Summer  schools  for  primary  teachers  are  held 
annually,  four  such  schools  are  now  established,  the  one  held  at 
Chicago,  in  '97,  was  attended  by  185  students  from  eleven  states, 
and  the  one  for  '98  will  be  much  larger.  Plans  are  being  formed  to 
aid  primary  teachers  in  the  smaller  towns  and  in  the  country,  a  large 
correspondence  is  maintained,  (d)  The  home  class  department.  To 
reach  and  help  those  who  cannot  or  do  not  regularly  attend  the  Sunday- 
school,  including  parents;  railroad,  telegraph,  telephone,  and  street 
car  employees;  traveling  men  when  absent  from  home,  the  sick  and  in- 
firm, and  it  will  soon  include  the  army,  (e)  Connected  with  the 
home  department  is  the  house  to  house  visitation,  that  none  may  be 
overlooked.  (/)  Many  cities  now  have  union  teacher's  meetings,  held 
weekly,  conducted  by  able  leaders  and  attended  by  hundreds  of 
teachers.  Great  musical  festivals  are  held  in  several  cities.  Rally 
days  are  numerous,  and  in  some  instances  the  enthusiasm  reaches  the 
whole  county,  (g)  At  the  great  assemblies,  like  Chautauqua,  a 
department  of  Sunday  work  is  maintained — these  are  multiplying. 
(h)  The  American  Sunday-school  Union  is  actively  engaged,  em- 
ploying many  workers  in  the  newer  states  and  in  the  territories,  in 
organizing  new  schools  and  aiding  those  already  existing.  {%)  All 
the  larger  denoviinations  are  extending  and  improving  their  Sunday- 
school  work,  employing  hundreds  of  workers,  organizing  new  schools, 
helping  old  ones,  holding  conventions,  institutes  and  conferences, 
and  one  denomination  has  four  railroad  cars  used  to  organize  schools 
in  the  newer  portions  of  the  country.  ( /)  Training  schools.  There 
is  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a  Bible  Normal  College,  specially  to 
teach  and  train  Sunday-school  workers,  and  at  the  Northfield  and 
Chicago  schools  of  which  Mr.  Moody  is  president,  and  at  the  Baptist 
and  Methodist  training  schools  for  Christian  workers,  at  Chicago, 
special  attention  is  given  to  Sunday-school  work,  and  this  is  also  true 
of  all  the  great  missionary  organizations,  of  all  the  national  and  state 
organizations  of  Christian  young  people,  and  of  the  Woman's  Chris- 
tian Temperance  Union.  Theological  seminaries  and  academies  are 
giving  prominence  to  Sunday-school  work. 

III.  Improved  Sunday-schools.  The  improvement  in  the  schools 
is  evidenced  by  better  buildings,  many  erected  for  this  purpose,  with 
suitable  rooms  for  departments  and  large  classes.  Better  light  and 
air,  better  furnishings  and  suitable  appliances.  Better  officers  and 
teachers,  selected  with  more  care,  some  salaried,  many  specially 
trained.  More  graded  schools,  with  teachers  meetings,  and  Normal 
classes,  some  where  supplemental  work  is  done,  and  written  examin- 
ations conducted.  The  Loyal  S.  S.  Army  plan,  for  securing  punctu- 
ality and  better  study,  and  a  Roll  of  Honor  with  certificates  quarter- 
ly and  annually.  Improvement  in  singing,  many  special  training 
classes  in  music.  More  intelligent  and  systematic  giving.  Corres- 
pondence with  missionaries  and  discussion  of  plans.  Better  temper- 
ance work  with  suitable  instruction  and  an  effort  to  teach  the  chil- 
dren true  temperance  and  purity.  Decided  improvements  in  libra- 
ries, better  books  more  carefully  selected,  covering  a  wider 
range,  better  methods  of  distribution,    some  special    libraries  for 
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teachers  and  for  primary  scholars.  The  use  of  the  Bible  in  the 
school-room,  in  place  of  lesson  quarterlies  and  magazines.  Bet- 
ter system  of  visitation,  looking  after  absentees,  letters  of  dismis- 
sion, making  acquaintance  of  parents,  meetings  for  mothers,  vacation 
lessons  slips,  birthday  letters,  cradle  rolls,  etc.  More  co-operation 
from  the  church,  church  appropriations,  special  days  for  united  ser- 
vice, children's  day,  anniversaries  and  patriotic  days. 

IV.  Vahie  of  Voluntariness.  1,500,000  officers  and  teachers 
who  give  time  and  thought  to  the  work.  A  low  estimate  in  money 
would  be  one  dollar  per  week  for  each,  or  about  75,000,000  dollars 
per  annum,  but  much  more  than  money  is  the  power  of  love  and 
sympathy;  the  true  teacher  gives  himself,  this  is  known  and  appreci- 
ated by  scholars.  Without  undervaluing  other  work,  where  can 
we  find  a  parallel. 

V.  Iminoved  Publications.  The  improvement  in  Bibles  is  very 
great,  and  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  Sunday-school  is  largely  re- 
sponsible for  it.  The  British  and  American  Bible  societies  publish 
millions  of  copies  annually,  and  the  number  of  societies  and  pub- 
lishers who  also  publish  Bibles,  is  legion.  One  private  publishing 
company  sold  750,000  copies  of  a  high  priced  Bible  in  one  year. 
Helps  for  teachers  are  constantly  increasing  and  improving.  Many 
bound  volumes  by  great  writers  ^specially  prepared  for  Sunday-school 
teachers  are  issued  annually.  These  cover  the  latest  and  best  explo- 
rations and  investigations.  All  the  denominations  and  many  private 
publishers  expend  large  sums  to  provide  the  best  helps.  Teachers' 
magazines,  quarterlies  in  four  grades  for  scholars,  the  work  of  quali- 
fied writers,  printed  in  modern  style  on  good  paper  with  excellent 
illustrations.  The  papers  for  young  people  and  children  are  of  the 
highest  grade,  and  the  circulation  of  all  these  is  ^'eat  even  in  these 
days  of  wonders.  All  of  the  larger  denominations,  issue  a  million 
copies  or  more  each  month,  the  largest  being  about  four  and  one-half 
millions,  while  one  private  publisher  in  the  west  issues  nearly  four 
million  copies  per  month,  and  conducts  a  personal  correspondence 
with  180,000  individuals,  for  their  benefit  and  at  his  own  expense. 
The  Sunday  School  7'imes  and  Internatiojial  Evangel  are  the  equals 
of  any  secular  papers,  the  writers  being  among  the  foremost  scholars 
and  teachers  in  the  world.  The  illustrated  publication  of  the  Provi- 
dence Lithograph  Company  and  some  other  publishers  are  not  sur- 
passed by  any  secular  publications. 

VI.  Plans  for  Other  Lands.  The  Sunday-school  workers  of 
America  and  England  are  united  in  an  effort  to  extend  their  plans 
and  methods  as  far  as  applicable  to  other  lands.  The  "World's  First 
S.  S.  Convention  was  held  in  London  in  '89.  A  ship  was  chartered 
to  convey  the  delegates  going  from  America.  A  second  convention 
was  held  in  St.  Louis  in  '93,  and  the  third  convention  is  to  beheld  in 
London  this  year,  ('98.)  The  convention  in  '80  sent  a  field  worker 
to  India;  the  seven  great  provinces  are  organized,  a  national  conven- 
tion has  been  held  at  Calcutta,  a  monthly  Sunday-school  magazine  is 
published,  the  work  is  progressing  and  has  been  extended  to  Borneo. 
A  field  worker  for  Japan  has  been  secured,  and  will  (D.  V.)  go  to  the 
London  Convention  and  thence  to  Japan.  A  tour  of  the  world  by  a 
company  of  competent  Sunday-school  workers  is  under  consideration. 


Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention.  35 

VII.  The  Value  of  Men.  While  we  admit  the  value  of  women 
ac  teachers  and  in  some  cases  as  officers,  we  emphasize  the  impor- 
tance and  value  of  men,  both  as  officers  and  teachers.  As  teaching 
is  the  greatest  of  all  the  professions,  it  must  be  that  men  shall  be 
teachers.  If  men  are  needed  as  teachers  in  universities,  colleges, 
academies,  medical,  legal  and  scientific  schools,  men  are  needed  to 
teach  the  word  of  God.  As  the  adult  membership  of  our  schools  is 
increasing,  we  need  more  men  of  the  greatest  ability  as  teachers. 
Some  of  the  great  men  of  America  and  England  are  now  engaged  in 
Sunday-school  work,  and  other  men  may  learn  the  value  that  such 
service  will  be  to  themselves,  and  to  others  whose  lives  they  may  in- 
fluence for  good. 

VIII.  Vahie  of  the  Sunday-school  to  Society  and  to  the  State. 
Formation  is  better  than  reformation,  and  the  influence  exerted  upon 
the  minds  of  nine  millions  of  children  must  be  great  indeed.  In  a 
western  city,  the  authorities  declared  that  one  mission  Sunday-school 
was  worth  more  to  preserve  peace  and  prevent  crime  in  a  given  dis- 
trict than  the  police.  Who  can  estimate  the  value  of  Sunday-school 
instruction  in  the  families  from  which  the  children  come.  Who  can 
calculate  the  influence  of  the  Sunday-school  on  the  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  where  many  Sunday-school  teachers  are  employed. 
Washington's  farewell  address  furnishes  his  testimony  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  moral  and  religious  education  of  the  young.  And  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  professional  and  business  men,  one  of  our  most 
distinguished  public  men,  speaking  of  the  International  Sunday- 
school  work  said,  ''I  challenge  the  gentlemen  to  mention  any  other 
work  of  equal  importance  to  this  nation."  Some  of  the  Presidents 
of  the  United  States,  including  Mr.  McKinley,  the  Chief  Justice, 
and  some  associate  justices,  generals  and  admirals,  senators  and 
congressmen,  presidents  of  colleges,  and  great  business  men  have  been 
Sunday-school  teachers.  Compared  with  the  growth  in  population, 
with  the  attendance  on  and  improvement  in  secular  schools,  with  the 
gain  in  church  membership,  with  secular  publications,  the  Sunday- 
school  has  kept  pace  with  them  all;  in  fact,  Sunday-school  workers 
have  kept  up  with  everything  except  their  own  ideals. 

NINTH   INTERNATIONAL  S.  S.  CONVENTION. 

The  Ninth  International,  (Fourteenth  National)  Convention,  will 
(D.  V.)  be  held  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  27th  to  30th,  1899. 
Our  quota  of  delegates  is  92,  and  this  convention  should  determine 
their  selection.  The  convention  has  not  been  held  in  the  South 
since  1878,  and  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  them  and  to  us  to  have  this 
meeting  a  great  success.  The  work  in  the  Southern  States  is  im- 
proving, and  we  are  encouraged  by  the  result  of  the  efforts  put  forth 
among  the  colored  people,  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  We  have 
but  two  workers  among  this  people,  in  the  14  Southern  States,  and 
the  estimate  is  that  they  number  about  7,000,000.  There  is 
great  advance  in  their  secular  education,  but  large  numbers  of  them 
do  not  attend  the  Public  Schools  and  one  million  of  the  children  and 
youth  (probably  more)  do  not  attend  Sunday  School.  Mr.  Hamill 
will  speak  on  the  International  work. 

We  remind  you  that  Mexico  is  now  a  part  of   the  International 
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field,  and  Sundiiy-scliool  work  and  organization  is  making  progress 
there;  they  speak  the  Spanish  hinguage  and  lesson  helps  are  being 
provided  for  them.  Cuba,  will  soon  be  apart  of  our  field  and  will 
need  our  help.  As  the  Bible  distributer's  cart  entered  Kome  with 
Garibaldi's  Victorious  Soldiers,  so  the  Bible  and  the  Sunday  School 
should  enter  Cuba  with  the  American  Flag.  And  as  the  work  is 
extended  to  Cuba,  it  should  also  be  carried  to  the  other  West  India 
islands  and  to  Central  and  South  America.  The  International  S.  S. 
Field  should  include  the  entire  Western  Hemisphere.  This  is  our 
work,  we  cannot  avoid  responsibility.  "We  musfc  advance  beyond  all 
others  for  we  are," 

"The  heirs  of  all  the  ages  in  the  foremost  files  of  time." 

Read  carefully  the  report  of  the  International  Convention  lield  at 
Boston,  that  you  may  have  your  horizon  expanded  and  your  hearts 
filled  with  love  and  zeal.  "What  God  wants  is  men  and  women 
great  enough  to  be  small  enough  to  be  used." 

THE  world's  third  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  CONVENTION. 

The  World's  Convention  will,  (D.  V.)  be  held  in  London,  Eng- 
land, July  11th  to  IGth,  1898.  The  arrangements  include  the 
charter  of  the  Cunard  steamship  Catalonia,  to  sail  from  Boston  June 
29th.  This  ship  will  bo  reserved  exclusively  for  the  delegates,  ifwe 
can  secure  a  sufficient  number, — 173  have  registered  to  go  on  this 
ship,  others  will  go  by  dilTerent  routes,  some  going  earlier,  and  some 
will  sail  from  Montreal — more  than  fifty  such  are  reported.  The 
l)leasure  and  benefit  of  being  on  the  Catalonia  can  best  be  told  by 
members  of  the  happy  company  who  sailed  on  the  Botlinia  in  '89.  It 
will  be  safe  to  go  under  the  English  fiag,  and  passengers  need  not  fear 
molestation  by  sea  or  land.  Our  delegates  should  be  chosen 'at  this 
time. 

The  Convention  will  take  a  look  at  the  wliole  world,  with  a  view 
to  the  extension  and  improvement  of  Sunday  schools  in  all  lands. 
The  destined  time  is  at  hand  when  America  and  England  shall  give 
the  Sunday-school  and  its  benefits  to  all  the  world.  Sunday  school 
workers  are  divided  into  two  classes,  those  who  seek  their  own  and 
live  for  their  own  schools  or  churches,  and  those  who  love  their  own 
and  seek  to  bless  others  also.  "There  is  a  difi"erence  between  a  man 
with  a  telescope  and  men  with  microscopes  ;  they  study  drops  of 
water,  he  sweeps  oceans;  they  magnify  the  footstool,  he  communes 
with  the  throne." 

One  of  the  delightful  features  will  be  the  sending  of  our  Brother 
Mr.  T.  C.  Ikehara,  of  Tokyo,  as  a  Sunday-school  Field  Worker  to 
Japan.  He  is  to  sail  with  us  on  the  ship  from  Boston,  be  with  us  in  the 
London  Convention,  and  then  go  forward  on  his  mission.  He  will  be 
with  us  in  this  Convention,  that  we  may  see  him,  know  him,  love 
him,  pray  for  him  and  and  contribute  to  his  support. 

"The  missionary  century  is  almost  gone,  and  paths  long  shut  are 
opened."  A  few  years  ago  we  prayed  for  laborers,  and  were  taunted 
because  but  few  learned  men  from  colleges  and  universities  offered  to 
go.  A  few  weeks  ago  one  of  the  greatest  religious  meetings  ever  held, 
gathered  in  Cleveland.     It  was  the  Students'  Volunteer  Missionary 
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Convention,  attended  by  2,214  delegates,  representing  450  institutions 
of  learning  and  70  Missionary  Boards.  Nearly  one  hundred  returned 
missionaries  were  present,  representing  all  parts  of  the  world,  to- 
gether with  over  one  hundred  Presidents  and  Professors  of  colleges 
and  seminaries.  Last  year  in  these  institutions  there  were  267  classes 
with  2,361  students  studying  missions.  1,173  volunteers  have  gone 
to  fifty-three  countries.  "Prophecy  has  become  inspiring  history." 
The  Sunday-school  is  the  most  important  factor  in  Missionary  work. 
What  we  may  be,  and  what  we  will  be,  rests  with  ourselves,  and  with 
no  one  else  and  nothing  else;  "We  share  in  the  awful  responsibility 
of  shaping  the  world  for  Christ."  Let  no  one  smile  or  sneer  at  the 
sending  of  Burgess  to  India,  or  Ikehara  to  Japan;  God  has  been 
pleased  to  work  wonders  without  numbers,  and  to  use  men  that  trust 
Him.  It  will  take  time  and  cost  money,  and  many  true-hearted  ones 
will  give  even  life  itself.  "It  is  an  age-long  truth  that  human  progress 
is  at  a  cost.  The  history  of  progress  is  the  history  of  struggle  and 
heartache."  But  no  price  is  too  great  to  pay,  no  sacrifice  too  great 
to  make,  no  trial  too  heavy  to  endure,  if  we  may  attain  the  highest 
aim  of  life,  the  suj^reme  blessing  of  mankind  through  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  "Beneath  a  great  life  purpose  there  must  be  a  great 
passion."  The  love  of  Christ  constrained  the  apostle,  became  a 
passion,  led  to  the  Crown.  The  salvation  of  the  world  is  a  dark 
question,  Christians  differ;  and  while  they  differ,  "the  restless  mill- 
ions and  the  expectant  Christ  are  waiting."  The  blessings  that  God 
has  graciously  given  to  Illinois,  should  lead  us  devoutly  to-day,  our 
fortieth  year  shall  testify  our  wish  to  hasten  His  coming. 

*'Our  father's  God!  from  out  whose  hand 
The  centuries  fall  like  grains  of  sand, 
We  meet  to  day  united  free. 
And  loyal  to  our  land  and  Thee 
To  thank  Thee  for  the  era  done. 
And  trust  Thee  for  the  opening  one. 

"Oh  make  Thou  us  through  centuries  long. 
In  peace  secure,  in  justice  strong. 
Around  our  gift  of  freedom  draw 
The  safeguard  of  Thy  righteous  law 
And,  cast  in  some  diviner  mold 
Let  the  new  cycle  shame  the  old." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rearick,  duly  seconded  and  carried,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee's  Report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  on  Executive 
Committee's  Report,  and  the  President  named  as  such  committee  Mr. 
R.  H.  Griffith,  Schuyler  County;  Mr.  C.  T.  Franks,  LaSalle  County, 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Young,  Bureau  County. 

Printed  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  General  Secretary  were  distrib- 
uted to  the  delegates.     The  Report  is  as  follows  : 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  SECRETARY. 

W.    B.    JACOBS. 

Friends  and  Fellow  Workers: — As  we  enter  upon  the  fortieth 
year  of  our  S.  S.  pilgrimage,  I  would  esteem  it  a  delightful  privilege 
to  report  that  we  are  within  one  year's  march  of  our  "promised  land;" 
that  the  coming  year  would  complete  our  toilsome  marchings,  our 
labors  and  struggles,  would  witness  our  last  battle  against  the  hosts 
of  evil,  and  crown  with  magnificent  success  our  efforts  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  Christ's  Kingdom  in  every  county  and  township  of  our 
State. 

But  no  such  pleasant  task  is  mine  to-day!  I  come  from  the  noise 
and  dust  of  the  battle-field  to  tell  you  that  the  enemies  of  faith  and 
righteousness,  of  truth  and  purity,  are  advancing  in  mighty  columns, 
or  battling  behind  entrenchments  of  evil  habit  and  evil  custom  which 
seem  well  nigh  impregnable.  And,  sadder  still,  to  report  that  in 
some  sections  of  our  State  our  S.  S.  Army  is  actually  retreating  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy;  men  upon  whom  we  have  relied  in  past  years 
as  leaders  of  our  S.  S.  hosts,  have  grown  fainthearted,  or  are  ''taking 
a  rest,"  regardless  of  the  fate  of  our  Army  or  of  the  Great  Cause 
which  it  represents. 

There  are  many  who  make  light  of  a  recent  article  in  one  of  our 
popular  monthlies  on  "The  Decay  of  the  Sunday  School,"  but  your 
General  Secretary  is  not  among  them.  While  I  do  not  admit  that 
the  article  truthfully  represents  the  Sunday-school  situation  in  gen- 
eral; while  it  contains  much  that  is  erroneous,  or  if  true,  is  merely 
local  in  its  application,  I  cannot  close  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  vital  lack  in  vast  numbers  of  the  Sunday-schools  of  our  State 
and  Nation, — a  lack  which  it  is  perilous  and  wrong  for  us  to  ignore. 

First  of  all  it  is  wrong  to  liken  a  Sunday-school,  or  a  child,  to  a 
tree,  which  can  be  tended  and  cared  iov  from  the  outside.  The  S.  S. 
worker  makes  a  great  mistake  who  thinks  that  with  an  hour's  work 
once  a  week  he  can  ''cultivate"  the  child  nature,  as  a  gardner  would 
a  plant.  Children  are  not  plants,  and  the  Sunday-school  is  not  a 
garden, — even  though  these  figures  appropriately  represent  certain 
phases  of  child  growth  and  of  S.  S.  work.  Nor  is  the  true  S  S. 
worker  a  "day  laborer,"  who  can  quit  work  whenever  the  weather  or 
his  feelings  incline  him  to  do  so. 

The  vital  error  of  the  writer  of  the  article  referred  to  and  of 
many  others  is  his  conception  of  the  Sunday-school  as  "an  institu- 
tion," which  in  itself  is  doing  or  failing  to  do  certain  things;  whereas 
the  Sunday-school  is  the  worhshoj)  and  Bihle  study  department  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  and  cannot  be  treated  as  an  "it"  or  a  "thing" 
or  an  "institution"  by  itself.  If  the  Sunday-school  is  decaying, 
then  the  Church  itself  is  decaying;  if  the  Sunday-school  is  dying, 
the  Church  is  dying:  if  the  Sunday-school  is  losing  ground  and  fall- 
ing behind,  then  is  it  full  time  for  us  to  face  the  awful  fact  that  the 
Church  of  the  living  God  is  retreating  before  its  foes. 

Life  cannot  be  maintained  without  nourishment,  nor  can  the 
Church  live  unless  its  members  are  nourished  and  fed  upon  the  AVord 
of  God.     It  needs  no  argument  to  prove  that  a  Christian  or  a  Church 
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which  does  not  feed  upon  this  heavenly  bread,  must  surely  decay  and 
die;  nor  can  anyone  question  the  statement  that,  outside  the  Sunday- 
school,  not  one  person  in  ten  habitually  or  regularly  studies  the  Bible 
at  all. 

It  is  also  true  that  decay  follows  the  failure  to  use  our  powers;  if 
the  Christian  does  not  eat,  he  cannot  work;  if  he  will  not  work,  he 
cannot  assimilate  spiritual  food.  Now  the  Sunday-school  is  the  g7'eat 
loorkshop  of  the  Church;  and  of  the  Church  members  who  do  not 
attend  Sunday-school,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  not  one  out  of  te7i  is  doing 
any  direct  ^^^rsonal  tuork  for  God.  In  pleading,  therefore,  for  the 
Sunday-school,  we  plead /or  the  Church  itself;  and  as  no  true  Amer- 
ican can  be  indifferent  to  the  success  of  our  Army  and  Navy  in  the 
conflict  now  raging  between  this  Country  and  Spain,  no  more  can 
any  member  of  the  true  Church  of  Christ  be  out  of  sympathy  or  out 
of  touch  with  the  Sunday-school,  which  is,  indeed,  ''the  advance 
corps''  of  the  Army  of  the  Cross. 

It  is  true,  that  in  every  army  there  will  be  laggards  and  do-noth- 
ings; true  that  many  who  wear  the  Nation's  uniform  desire  always  to 
be  ''in  reserve;"  who  dread  the  march  and  conflict,  and  rejoice  to  learn 
that  no  advance  is  contemplated  by  their  commander.  There  are 
such  in  the  Sunday-school  Army,  and  some  of  them  live  in  Illinois; 
but  this  does  not  prove  that  the  Sunday-school  is  decaying,  or  that 
the  Sunday  school  Army  is  to  be  mustered  out  of  service. 

On  the  contrary,  our  motto  is  ^i\\\  forioard  and  tipivard,  and  Illi- 
nois has  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  noble  army  of  Sunday-school 
workers.  Forty-six  counties  in  our  State  report  an  increase  in  mem- 
bership of  over  17,550,  which  more  than  overbalances  the  falling  off 
reported  in  other  counties.  It  is  to  be  observed,  too,  that  some  of 
the  counties  which  report  large  losses,  have  for  several  years  past 
had  inefficient  organizations,  and  as  a  result,  schools  have  been 
allowed  to  die  which  might,  with  proper  effort,  have  been  kept  alive. 
The  new  officers  could  not  in  one  year  repair  the  failures  of  the  past; 
they  have,  as  yet,  had  time  only  to  discover  the  greatness  of  their 
need. 

In  other  counties  the  officers  are  so  intent  on  better  methods,  so 
engaged  in  bringing  their  schools  to  a  higher  standard  of  excellence, 
that  Sunday-school  extension  must  of  necessity  wait;  for  these  offi- 
cers are  busy  men  and  women  who  cannot  do  everything  at  once. 
Possibly  also,  in  some  cases,  there  are  superintendents  so  opposed  to 
"new-fangled-notions,"  that  they  have  allowed  their  schools  to  go 
down  rather  than  try  to  keep  step  with  those  determined  to  march 
in  the  front  line. 

In  many  Counties,  however,  there  is  need  of  a  better  system  for 
securing  reports.  Let  it  be  understood,  first  of  all,  that  a  County  Sec- 
retary is  appointed  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  reports  from  all 
schools  in  the  county, — not  merely  to  "do  her  best"  and  "send  re- 
ports of  what  she  gets."  And  the  County  President  is  expected  to 
visit  every  toionship,  get  acquainted  with  the  Township  officers,  learn 
what  they  need,  and  plan  to  help  them.  If  Township  officers  fail  to 
send  reports,  the  Secretary  should  notify  the  County  President,  and 
he  should  at  once  go  or  send,  to  learn  the  cause  of  delay  and  to  get 
the  missing  reports.     Within  one  motith  following  the  Annual  County 
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Convention,  every  unreported  township,  and  if  necessary,  every  un- 
reported school  should  be  visited,  missing  reports  gathered,  and  the 
Secretary's  report  completed  and  forwarded  to  the  State  Secretary. 
Is  this  unreasonable?  No,  it  is  not!  It  is  impossible  for  County 
officers  to  plan  for  helpful  work  until  they  knoAv  what  is  needed,  and 
unless  the  condition  and  need  of  every  township  is  reported  at  the 
County  Convention,  the  County  officers  should  at  once  go  after  the 
missing  information,  that  they  may  plan  to  help,  without  delay,  those 
who  need  help.  In  selecting  Township  officers,  it  is  well  to  adopt 
the  following  condition:  ''If  within  three  months,  any  officer  now 
selected  does  not  formally  accept  the  office  and  consent  to  discharge 
its  duties,  the  County  Executive  Committee  shall  declare  the  office 
vacant,  and  appoint  some  one  else  to  the  position." 

The  Executive  Committee  will  report  in  detail  the  work  of  my 
assistants  in  the  field,  but  as  it  is  my  duty  to  plan  our  Sunday-school 
campaign  and  assign  the  Field  Workers  to  their  posts  of  duty,  I  am 
perhaps,  better  able  to  judge  than  any  other  of  the  condition  and 
progress  of  the  work  throughout  our  State.  With  the  exception  of  four, 
every  County  Convention  held  during  the  past  year  has  been  attended 
by  one  or  more  of  our  Association  workers.  The  desire  for  better 
things  is  everywhere  manifest.  Normal  classes  are  being  organized, 
and  as  a  result,  hundreds  of  eager  young  people  are  identifying  them- 
selves with  our  work.  Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  KormaJ  Insti- 
tutes have  been  held  in  thirty-four  different  counties  the  past  year. 
Many  schools  have  adopted  the  Loyal  Aryny  Plan  with  excellent 
results.  Home  Departments  are  reported  in  sixty-two  different 
Counties,  and  the  number  is  steadily  growing. 

My  report  in  detail,  is  as  follows: 

Reports.  Xew  reports  have  been  received  from  99  counties,  of 
which  nine  (marked  thus  *)  are  incomplete.  From  three  coQnties 
(marked  thus  f )  no  report  has  yet  been  received. 

Schools.  The  number  reported  is  7,965,  an  increase  of  41. 
Forty-seven  counties  report  a  gain  of  165  schools,  thirty  report  a 
loss  of  124.  Twenty-five  counties  report  neither  gain  nor  loss.  The 
largest  gains  are  21  in  Cook,  15  in  Kane,  12  in  Union,  10  in  Rock 
Island.  Bureau  reports  a  loss  of  24  schools,  Iroquois  a  loss  of  11, 
Hancock  9  and  Jefferson  9. 

Membership.  The  total  membership  is  792,214,  a  gain  of  2,733. 
The  number  of  officers  and  teachers  is  93,591;  of  scholars  698,623. 
Forty-six  counties  show  again  of  17,569;  forty-four  counties  a  loss 
of  14,836.  The  largest  gains  are  in  Cook  5,998,  Kane  1,258,  McLean 
900,  Macon  811,  Macoupin  674,  Tazewell  596,  Peoria  596,  Warren 
583,  Rock  Island  565,  Union  550.  The  greatest  losses  are  in  Sanga- 
mon 1,418,  Montgomery  1,065,  St.  Clair  983,  Bureau  895,  Fulton 
779,  Jo  Davies  716;  Jefferson  639,  White  585,  Alexander  558,  and 
Pike  511. 

Additions  to  the  Church  are  reported  from  98  counties,  the 
number  amounting  to  24,277. 

Benevolent  Contributions  are  reported  from  97  counties, 
amounting  to  $73,256.75. 

Teacher's  Meetings.  The  number  reported  is  1,282,  twelve 
more  than  last  year. 
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Home  Departments.  This  record  is  incomplete,  but  reports 
from  64  counties  show  466  schools  having  Home  Departments,  with  a 
total  membership  of  14,798. 

Conventions  have  been  held  in  every  county  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  reported  is  as  follows:  County  conventions  102; 
Township  conventions  1,511. 

Banner  Counties.  The  number  is  23,  as  follows:  Grundy, 
Kane,  Winnebago,  Carroll,  Whiteside,  Knox,  Mercer,  Marshall,  Mc- 
Lean, Peoria,  Tazewell,  Schuyler,  Menard,  DeWitt,  Macon,  Piatt, 
Shelby,  Cumherlajid,  Crawford,  Lawrence,  Richland,  Jackson  and 
Pulaski.  Sixteen  counties  which  were  last  year  in  our  banner  list  have 
fallen  below  the  mark  this  year,  while  twelve  are  enrolled  on  this 
year's  list  which  were  not  so  reported  one  year  ago.  Eleven  counties 
printed  above  in  italics  are  in  the  banner  lists  for  1897  and  1898. 

Recapitulation  by  Districts.  Fresh  reports  have  been  re- 
ceived from  every  County  in  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth, 
Seventh,  Eighth,  Ninth,'  Tenth,  Eleventh,  Twelfth,  Fourteenth,  Fif- 
teenth, Sixteenth,  Seventeeth,  Eighteenth  and  Twentieth  Districts. 
Twelve  Districts  show  a  gain  in  schools,  the  largest  being  21  in  the 
First,  17  in  the  Twentieth,  16  in  the  Fourth,  15  in  the  Seventh,  11  in 
the  Fourteenth.  Eight  Districts  show  a  loss  in  number  of  schools, 
the  largest  being  19  in  the  Fifth  District,  15  in  the  Seventeenth,  11 
in  the  Sixth.  Eleven  Districts  report  a  gain  in  membership;  the  larg- 
est gains  are  6,777  in  the  First,  1,216  in  the  Second,  1,100  in  the 
Twelfth,  695  in  the  Tenth.  Nine  Districts  report  a  decrease  in  mem- 
bership, the  greatest  losses  being  3,108  in  the  Eleventh,  1,277  in  the 
Fifth,  1,165  in  the  Sixteenth,  1,061  in  the  Eighteenth,  1,056  in  the 
Thirteenth. 

Seven  Districts  report  more  township  conventions  than  there  are 
townships  in  the  counties,  viz. :  Second,  Seventh,  Eighth,  Ninth, 
Twelfth,  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth. 

The  Banner  Counties  by  Districts  are  as  follows:  One  in  the  First, 
2  in  the  Second,  2  in  the  Third,  2  in  the  Fourth,  1  in  the  Fifth,  1  in 
Sixth,  2  in  the  Seventh,  1  in  the  Ninth,  1  in  the  Eleventh,  4  in  the 
Twelfth,.  1  in  the  Thirteenth,  1  in  the  Fourteenth,  2  in  the  Fifteenth, 
1  in  the  Seventeeth,  1  in  the  Twentieth — twenty-three  in  all. 

Before  closing  I  wish  to  refer  once  more  to  my  statement  that 
the  only  fear  of  ''the  decay  of  the  Sunday  School,"  is  in  the  decay  or 
spiritual  death  of  the  Church  itself.  Shall  we  then  decry  the  Church, 
and  .harshly  say,  "It  is  a  failure"?  Nay,  brethren,  this  will  not 
help  matters  in  the  least.  To  think  or  speak  of  the  Church  as  "an 
institution,"  as  a  something  outside  of  ourselves  which  can  be  criti- 
cised and  scolded  or  blamed,  is  to  forget  the  deepest  and  most  pre- 
cious truth  regarding  our  heavenly  relationship.  The  Church  is  the 
family  of  God,  the  body  of  Christ,  a  comj)any  of  living  men  and 
women  who  having  publicly  renounced  allegiance  to  the  world  and 
the  flesh,  are  banded  together  as  an  army  of  Peace  for  the  salvation  of 
men;  we,  brethren,  are  the  Church  of  God. 

The  real  question  is  not,  "Is  the  Sunday  School  decaying?"  or, 
"Is  the  Church  a  Failure  ?"  but.  Are  we  failing  in  our  duty?  Are  we 
allowing  the  divisions  of  the  Lord's  Army  under  our  control  to  re- 
treat  before    the   foe,  or  to  rest  in  camp  with  no  effort  or  desire  to 
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move  forward?  Let  us  cease  then  to  speculate  or  talk  about  the 
Church  or  Sunday  school  as  "an  institution,"  located  we  know  not 
where.  On  the  contrary  let  each  of  us  ask,  Is  the  kingdom  of  God 
growing  in  my  heart,  and  my  neighborhood)  in  my  totunship  and  my 
county?  And  let  us  see  to  it  that  neither  decay  nor  death  shall  result 
from  our  failure  to  live  and  work  for  Christ  and  those  for  whom  He 
died. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  real  cause  of  decay  or  failure,  if  such 
there  be,  is  the  failure  of  individual  Christians  to  walk  with  God. 
The  soldiers  who  camped  near  the  great  Napoleon — who  heard  and 
saw  him  every  day — were  men  who  knew  no  fear  I  It  mattered  not 
to  them  that  the  enemy  was  strong  and  alert  and  brave  and  skilled  : 
they  remembered  the  stirring  words,  "the  eye  of  the  Emperor  is  upon 
you,"  and  they  went  forth  to  do  and  dare,  yea,  to  die  if  need  be  for 
the  leader  whom  they  personally  knew  and  lovingly  served. 

Had  we  such  thoughts  of  our  Mighty  Leader  ;  did  we  remember 
that  He  camps  in  the  midst  of  us — as  He  surely  does,  that  His  eye 
is  upon  us,  and  that  He  himself  is  ever  with  us;  and  did  we  give 
ourselves  wholly  to  Him  and  His  service,  to  obey  every  command,  to 
cast  all  care  upon  Him  and  to  follow  His  steps,  we  should  then  go 
forward  without  fear  to  battle  and  to  certain  victory  in  His  Name. 

Let  us  renew  this  day  our  vows  of  allegiance  to  our  Eedeemer- 
King.  Let  us  give  ourselves  wholly  to  His  blessed  service,  not  count- 
ing our  lives  dear  unto  ourselves,  not  withholding  time  or  money  or 
aught  we  have  from  Him  who  has  purchased  us  with  His  own  blood. 
Let  us  re-enlist  as  veterans  or  enlist  as  young  soldiers  for  the  war; 
then  go  home  to  do  His  will,  in  His  way,  everyday  and  everywhere. 
If  there  is  no  decay  in  our  life  of  communion  with  God  and  our  life 
of  self-sacrificing  service  for  men,  there  will  be  no  decay  in  the  Sun- 
day Schools  and  Churches  maintained  by  our  prayers  of  faith  and  our 
lives  of  devoted  service. 

Brethren  :  Our  God  is  not  dead,  nor  has  He  either  abdicated  His 
throne,  or  deserted  His  kingdom.  He  still  leads  His  trusting  obedi- 
ent people,  and  He  will  lead  them  until  righteousness  is  established 
in  the  earth,  until  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  One  King- 
dom of  our  Lord  and  His  Christ.  As  we  gather  at  this  our  ''Annual 
Camp  Fire,"  let  us  stir  each  other's  faith  and  love  by  the  glowing  fer- 
vor of  our  own  devotion  ;  and  ere  we  part,  let  us  sing  as  our  "Battle 
Hymn"  for  this  New  Year, 

Soldiers  of  Christ,  arise!  From  strength  to  strength  go  on,  « 

And  gird  your  armour  on,  Wrestle,  and  fight,  and  pray; 

Strong  in  the  strength  which  God  sup-  Tread  all  the  powers  of  darkness  down 

Through  His  Eternal  Son.          [plies  And  win  the  well-fought  day. 

Strong  in  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  Then  having  all  things  done. 

And  in  His  mighty  power  :  And  all  our  conflicts  past, 

Who  in  the  strength  of  Jesus  trusts,  We  shall  obtain,  through  Christ  alone, 

Is  more  than  conqueror.  A  crown  of  joy  at  last. 
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"Saviour,  breathe  an  evening  blessing"  was  sung. 
The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Bishop  Cheney  of  Chicago, 
and  the  convention  was  declared  adjourned  until  evening. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Primary  Department  of  the  Illinois 
Sunday-school  Association  was  held  in  the  Central  Congregational 
Church.  The  business  proper  was  preceded  by  a  supper  for 
primary  workers  and  their  friends,  attended  by  about  a  hundred  per- 
sons. After  the  social  part  of  the  evening  the  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  Miss  Hedenberg.  "I  love  to  tell  the  story" 
was  sung,  followed  with  prayer  by  Mrs.  Wm.  Dietz.  The  minutes  of 
the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  A  Nominating  Commit- 
tee was  appointed,  consisting  of  Mrs.  H.  L.  Hill,  of  Chicago;  Mrs. 
Wm.  Dietz,  of  Chicago,  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Galesburg,  co  select 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  reports  were  then  called  for,  Mr. 
West  presenting  that  of  the  Central  Committee  and  Mrs.  Lamoreaux 
that  of  the  Secretary. 

Delegates  from  Christian,  Cook,  DeWitt,  Edgar,  Fulton,  Hancock, 
Rock  Island,  Winnebago,  Warren  and  Mercer  counties  reported  grow- 
ing work. 

The  Nominating  Committee  presented  its  report  as  follows: 

President — Miss  Cecilia  M.  Hedenberg,  Chicago. 

Secretary — Mrs.  M.  S.  Lamoreaux,  Chicago. 

Cetitral  Committee — Mr.  Hamilton  H.  West,  Rockford;  Miss 
Mabel  Hall,  Chicago;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Burhans,  Evanston;  Miss  Bertha 
Beadles,  Paris;  Mrs.  II.  E.  Lufkin,  Anna. 

After  a  short  time  spent  in  discussion  of  the  work,  the  meeting 
adjourned  till  one  year  from  date. 
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FIRST  DAY— EVENING  SESSION. 
A  MEMORIAL  SERVICE. 

Prof.  Excell  at  7:30  conducted  an  appropriate  song  service. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Hewett,  of  Xormal,  read  the  12th  chapter  of  Romans, 
and  offered  prayer. 

The  president  called  attention  to  the  appropriateness  of  this 
Memorial  Service,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  when  the  work  of  the 
members  of  the  Illinois  State  Sunday-school  Association  should  be 
finished,  there  would  be  left  behind  a  memory  of  good  deeds  well 
done,  and  introduced  Bishop  Cheney,  who  addressed  the  Convention 
in  memory  of  Alexander  G.  Tyng,  President  in  1864,  a  member  for 
many  years  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

ALEXANDER  G.  TYXG. 

RT.    REV.    CHARLES  EDWARD   CHE>'ET,    D.  D. 

Mr.  President,  members  of  the  State  Sunday-school  Convention 
of  Illinois,  and  friends  of  the  Sunday-school  work: — My  beloved 
friend,  for  whom  I  am  to  speak  a  few  memorial  words  to-night,  was 
not  sufficiently  my  senior  that  he  could  be  aught  else  to  me  than  a 
beloved  brother;  and,  yet,  as  I  stand  here  to-night,  in  this  vast 
assembly,  and  look  into  the  faces  of  this  great  throng,  I  confess  that 
there  comes  to  me  the  cry  that  Elisha  uttered  beside  the  hurrying 
waters  of  the  Jordan,  looking  upward  as  the  chariot  of  Elijah  vanished 
out  of  sight,  "My  Father!  My  Father!  The  chariots  of  Israel  and  the 
horsemen  thereof."  To  him  in  that  hour  of  awful  loneliness  not 
even  the  fiery  chariots  of  God  could  compensate  for  the  loss  of  one 
man,  so  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  the  High  and  Holy  One  that  his  life 
was  a  continual  benediction;  all  of  whose  powers  had  been  conse- 
crated to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  blessing  of  his  fellow  men.  So 
feel  I  here  to-night;  there  is  a  loneliness  for  me  even  in  this  thronged 
assembly. 

Three  points  rise  up  to  my  mind  in  connection  with  the  character 
and  the  life  work  of  Alexander  Griswold  Tyng,  like  the  three  lobes 
of  a  clover  leaf  growing  out  of  the  same  stem.  I  knew  this  man 
through  more  than  thirty  years,  and  together  during  that  time  we 
worked  in  the  Gospel  work,  in  the  Sunday-school  work,  and  in  the 
interests  of  the  Church  to  which  we  both  belonged;  and  if  there  was 
one  thing  in  his  character,  in  the  spirit  that  animated  and  possessed 
him, that  seemed  to  be  above  all  things  else,  it  was  the  unshaken 
loyalty  to  Christ  that  ran  through  every  word  he  uttered,  and 
through  every  act  of  that  tender,  gentle  spirit,  that  appeared  to  all  who 
came  in  contact  with  him.  We  have  all  heard  the  story  of  Robert  Bruce, 
who  died  upon  the  way,  in  one  of  the  crusades  for  the  recovery  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  in  Palestine.  Calling  to  his  side  the  great  Earl  of 
Douglas,  he  said  to  him:  "When  I  am  dead  take  my  heart  out  of  my 
breast,  place  it  in  a  casket,  bear  it  to  Palestine  and  place  it   in  the 
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sepulchre  of  Christ."  Such  a  cliarge  Alexander  GriswoldTyng,  from 
his  very  boyhood  days,  felt  was  leading  him;  the  heart  of  Christ,  the 
Gospel  of  the  living  God,  the  message  of  salvation  to  sinning,  suffer- 
ing and  dying  men,  was  the  responsibility  which  a  higher  king  than 
Robert  Bruce,  the  King  of  kings,  the  Lord  of  lords,  had  laid  upon 
him.  Unordained?  Oh,  yes,  but  no  more  thoroughly  commissioned 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ  ever  preached  his  gospel  on  this  earth, 
though  the  hands  of  all  the  bishops  and  of  all  the  presbyters  in  the 
wide  world  had  been  laid  upon  his  head.  Faithfulness  to  the  gospel! 
That  was  the  motto  which  animated  this  man's  life.  I  was  a  guest 
in  his  hospitable  home,  over  and  over  again,  until  I  came  to  feel  that 
it  was  something  more  than  a  place  in  which  I  was  being  entertained; 
so  true,  so  genuine,  so  sincere  and  heartfelt  was  that  hospitality,  that 
it  was  "another  home"  which  God  in  His  infinite  goodness  had  been 
pleased  to  bestow  on  me.  And  in  all  the  intimate  and  loving  inter- 
course between  this  man  and  myself  I  never  failed  to  go  away  from 
an  interview  with  him  with  the  feeling  that  I  wanted  to  be  hence- 
forth a  holier,  a  more  earnest  and  a  more  devoted  preacher  of  the 
sacred  gospel  of  the  Savior  who  died  that  men  might  live. 

Tiiere  was  another  characteristic  of  my  beloved  friend  to  which  I 
wish  to  allude,  a  characteristic  that  grew  directly  out  of  this  feeling 
of  responsibility  for  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  was  a 
realization  that  the  gospel  was  specially  for  the  little  ones  of  Christ's 
fold.  Conscious  that  he  had  a  peculiar  adaptation  to  the  ministry  of 
Christ  for  little  children,  he  seemed  to  have  caught  the  very  method 
as  well  as  the  spirit  of  his  Master.  Everything  was  gathered  up  by 
him,  in  nature,  in  intercourse  with  men,  in  the  channels  of  society, 
in  the  news  that  filled  the  daily  paper,  and  made  into  a  parable  to 
teach  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Knowing  the  value  of  object  lessons, 
recognizing  the  attractiveness  of  word  painting,  his  illustrations  were 
drawn  from  a  thousand  sources  of  which  other  men  would  never 
think,  and  to  which  other  men  would  never  turn.  Well  do  I  remem- 
ber one  day  while  seated  by  his  hospitable  fireside,  his  turning  to  me 
and  saying:  "Bishop,  did  you  ever  think  how  that  little  rhyme  from 
Mother  Goose  Melodies  that  we  knew  when  we  were  little  children 
is  after  all  a  parable  that  teaches  the  truth  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  ?" 
I  do  not  to-day  even  remember  which  of  those  rhymes  of  our  child- 
hood it  was  to  which  he  referred;  I  only  remember  that  when  I  asked 
for  an  explanation  he  brought  out  from  that  simple  jingle  of  words 
as  perfect  and  exquisite  and  beautiful  gospel  illustration,  adapted  to 
little  children,  as  I  ever  heard  in  all  the  Sunday-school  teaching  to 
which  I  have  listened.  And  it  Avas  so  varied.  He  brought  to  his  aid 
the  stars  above,  the  blade  of  grass,  the  pebble  in  the  road,  the  shell 
by  the  way-side,  the  flower  that  exhaled  its  fragrance.  With  him,  as 
with  his  divine  Master,  each  was  a  vehicle  by  which  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus  might  be  conveyed  to  the  heart  of  a  little  child  in  sim- 
plicity. 

There  is  one  other  characteristic  to  which  I  shall  refer  in  closing; 
that  was  the  recommendation  of  his  religion  to  all  Avho  came  in  con- 
tact with  him  by  his  unfailing  cheerfulness.  I  wish  I  had  learned 
the  lesson  better.  When  Moses  came  down  from  the  mount,  the 
glory  of  God  shone  in  his  face.     The  glory  of  the  divine  happiness 
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was  ia  the  face  of  my  beloved  friend,  not  only  in  the  days  of  pros- 
perity and  influence,  but  in  the  days  when  fortune  had  forsaken  him, 
when  business  panics  swept  the  land,  and  he  himself  was  a  snfferer. 
There  was  that  in  his  very  countenance  which  spoke  of  the  Joy  that 
Christ,  his  Lord,  had  given  him.  There  is  a  story  about  a  flock  of 
sheep,  that,  hurrying  along  a  dusty  country  road,  came  to  one  of 
those  old  fashioned  bridges,  with  which  we  are  all  familiar,  covered 
by  a  roof  of  boards,  and  closed  in  by  boards  running  upright;  through 
the  chinks  in  the  sides  of  the  bridge  came  bars  of  sunlight,  and  over 
every  one  of  them  the  foolish  sheep  jumped.  So,  dear  friends,  there 
are  many  of  us,  washed  in  the  blood  of  Jesus,  assured  of  his  pardon, 
filled  with  the  hope  of  glory,  who  yet  persist  in  jumping  over  the  very 
sunshine  which  God  sheds  upon  our  pathway,  preferring  the  darkness 
of  melancholy  and  the  sorrow  of  gloom.  It  was  never  so  with  him 
for  whom  I  speak  to-night;  on  the  other  hand,  his  very  countenance 
with  its  loving  welcome  and  unfailing  smile,  was  like  the  Arbutus  of 
our  northern  Avoods  which,  when  the  snow  is  still  upon  the  earth  and 
the  wild  winds  of  March  are  howling,  sends  up  its  shoots  above  the 
snow,  displays  its  blossom,  and  breathes  out  its  sweet  fragrance  on 
the  chill  air  of  our  belated  season. 

Peoria,  a  city  which  is  represented  in  this  assembly,  was  the  scene 
of  this  man's  special  labor,  and  it  was  the  site  of  the  sweetest  of 
hospitable  homes.  From  that  city  has  gone  forth  another  man, 
exerting  a  vast  influence  upon  the  community,  an  influence,  perhaps, 
more  far  reaching  in  its  effect  than  that  of  him  whom  I  so  poorly  com- 
memorate to-night,  but  that  man  spoke  of  children  and  to  children 
not  as  did  Alexander  Griswold  Tyng.  He  stood  a  few  years  ago  by 
the  grave  of  a  little  child,  and  with  that  marvelous  facility  of  speech 
that  is  his  peculiar  characteristic  he  spoke  touchingly  of  the  love  that 
binds  the  parent  and  the  child  together,  but,  beyond  that,  what  was 
there?  He  said:  "I  know  nothing  about  any  future  life."  That 
was  the  gospel  of  the  Agnostic!!!  But  bless  God,  from  the  very  place 
that  gave  that  man  to  utter  the  message  of  agnosticism  came  the 
gentle  character  of  our  brother  who  wound  the  tendrils  of  little 
children's  hearts  about  his  own,  only  that  he  might  train  them  to 
cling  to  Jesus  Christ.  And  he  had  a  gospel,  too.  Not  that  of  the 
agnostic,  but  that  which  echoed  from  his  Savior's  lips,  spoken  so  long 
ago  on  earth,  and  spoken  to-day  in  invitation  from  heaven;  ''Suffer 
the  little  children  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid  them  not  for  of  such 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  ''Verily  I  say  unto  you,  in  heaven  their 
angels  do  always  behold  the  face  of  my  Father."  Oh,  ye  fathers  and 
mothers  here  to-night,  whose  arms  are  empty,  and  whose  hearts  are 
sore,  is  the  gospel  for  this  world  of  sin  and  suffering  and  sorrow  and 
bereavement  the  gospel  of  Eobert  Ingersoll,  that  tells  you  that  your 
little  child  is  a  senseless  clod,  or  the  gospel  that  Alexander  Griswold 
Tyng  taught  and  loved,  that  welcomed  the  children  to  Him  who 
declared  that  they  had  a  destiny  of  blessedness  and  glory  with  Him 
forever  ? 

"Abide  with  me"  was  feelingly  sung. 

Kev.  C,  M.  Morton  was  introduced  and  spoke  in  memory  of 
William  Reynolds,  President  1867  and  1880;  member  of  Executive 
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Committee  many  years;  President  of  International  Sunday-school 
Convention,  1887,  and  Field  Superintendent  International  Sunday- 
school  Work. 

WILLIAM   REYNOLDS. 

REV.  C.  M.  MORTON,    COOK   COUNTY. 

William  Reynolds  was  born  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
IHinois  gave  him  to  the  nation.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
Cooper  Reynolds,  and  was  born  at  Roxbury,  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
year  1830;  six  years  later  the  family  removed  to  Illinois,  where  the 
little  boy  grew  up. 

William's  boyhood  was  very  happy;  it  was  natural  for  him  to  look 
for  the  bright  side  of  everything,  and  he  never  learned  to  fret.  At 
twenty-two  he  went  into  business  with  his  father.  Two  years  later 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Brotherson,  of  Peoria,  with  whom  he 
lived  forty-two  beautiful  years. 

Mr.  Reynokrs  eminently  useful  career  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
foreshadowed  in  the  days  of  his  youth.  Four  years  after  his  mar- 
riage he  decided  to  be  a  Christian,  and  united  with  the  Second  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Peoria.  Two  years  later,  while  in  Philadelphia, 
he  heard  the  Rev.  Dudley  A.  Tyng  preach  from  the  text— "Quench 
not  the  Spirit."  The  sermon  was  greatly  blessed  to  his  heart  life, 
and  he  returned  to  Peoria  with  new  purposes!  He  began  to  take 
part  in  the  prayer  meetings  of  the  Second  Church,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  he  came  to  be  one  of  the  most  effective  platform  speakers 
in  our  land. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  war  for  the  Union,  he  organized  the 
Calvary  Mission  at  Peoria,  which  has  grown  to  be' a  large  church  of 
great  power  and  usefulness.  From  the  beginning  of  that  enterprise 
to  the  day  of  his  death,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  its  idolized  superintendent. 
Let  us  hear  his  own  story  of  the  beginning  of  the  Mission  : 

"One  Sabbath  Day  in  June,  1861,  two  men  went  down  on  Wash- 
ington Street  near  Bridge,  and  we  noticed  some  boys  playing  ball. 
The  street  was  well  filled  with  boys,  and  there  were  some  girls  there, 
too.  I  went  up  to  one  of  the  boys  and  said,  'Don't  you  want  to  go 
to  Sunday-school  ?'  'No,  sir,'  he  replied,  '  I  have  got  to  go  to  school 
five  days  in  the  week,  and  must  work  all  day  Saturday  doing  chores, 
and  Sunday  is  all  the  time  I  have  to  play.'  'But,'  said  I,  'Sunday- 
school  is  entirely  different  from  day  school.  I  know  you  would 
like  it.' 

"We  were  not  discouraged,  and  the  next  day  my  friend  and  I 
went  to  Mr.  Bergan  and  asked  him  if  he  had  a  vacant  room  in  his 
large  building  in  that  neighborhood.  'What  do  you  want  it  for?' 
'A  Sunday-school,' I  replied.  He  laughed  and  said,  'I  don't  think 
you  will  get  many  people  about  here  to  go  to  Sunday-school.'  But 
he  said  he  would  rent  us  a  room  for  one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  so 
we  went  to  work,  got  some  benches,  cleaned  the  room,  and  made  it 
ready  for  the  school.  Then  we  went  to  the  public  schools  and 
announced  it.  Wednesday  evening  at  the  prayer  meeting  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  I  told  them  what  we  had  done,  and 
asked  how  many  of  them  would  come  down  and  help  us.     The  next 
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Sunday  we  had  seven  teachers  and  four  little  girls.  I  looked  out  of 
the  window  and  saw  the  boys  playing  ball,  so  I  gathered  up  some 
Sunday-school  papers  and  went  out  to  do  a  little  missionary  work.  I 
said — '  Boys,  did  you  ever  see  a  picture  paper  like  this?  '  '  No!  ^  was 
the  shout,  'give  us  one.'  I  said,  'I  will  tell  you  what  I  will  do. 
Every  one  of  you  boys  that  will  follow  me  and  go  to  our  school  in 
Bergan  Hall  for  thiity  minutes,  shall  have  one  of  these  papers,  and 
if  you  would  rather  have  five  cents,  I  will  give  you  five  cents.'  They 
said,  'All  right! '  but  I  believe  most  of  them  took  the  five  cents. 
They  came  up  to  our  Sunday-school  with  balls  and  bats  in  their 
hands,  and  I  won't  boast  much  of  the  order  we  had  that  Sunday. 
They  asked  several  times  if  the  thirty  minutes  was  not  up,  and  occa- 
sionally relieved  their  restlessness  by  turning  a  cart-wheel.  When 
the  time  had  expired  I  gave  them  their  pay  and  they  looked  as  though 
they  had  earned  it.  I  said  to  them,  'Will  you  come  for  the  same 
price  next  Sunday?'  'Yes  sir,  can  we  bring  some  boys  with  us?'  I 
told  them  to  bring  anybody  they  could.  We  got  some  more  teachers, 
and  that  was  the  beginning  of  Bergan  Hall  Sunday-school.  It  was 
the  little  mustard  seed  which  has  grown  to  be  the  great  tree  under 
whose  branches  we  sit  to-day." 

Heredity  dealt  kindly  with  Mr.  Reynolds.  He  inherited  the  vir- 
tues of  his  ancestors,  and  was  endowed  with  a  strong,  healthy  body, 
an  intelligent,  discriminating  mind,  and  a  heart  like  the  heart  of  a 
little  child.  His  bearing  was  princely,  and  it  won  for  him  the  admir- 
ation and  confidence  of  the  people  everywhere,  but  I  never  knew  a 
man  who  seemed  to  have  less  self  esteem  and  pride.  When  the  love 
of  Jesus  Christ  constrained  him  to  try  to  make  the  world  better  and 
happier,  he  turned  at  once  to  the  assistance  of  the  men  and  women  who 
carry  heavy  weights  in  life  and  are  almost  without  an  earthly  friend. 

He  was  born  to  be  a  leader  of  men.  His  manly  steadfastness,  his 
powerful  magnetism  and  his  sterling  common  sense  opened  the  way 
for  him  wherever  he  went,  and  his  Christian  influence  was  mighty, 
in  the  city  and  in  the  country.  The  city  of  Peoria,  the  counties  of 
the  state  of  Illinois,  and  the  grand  men  and  women  who  manage  the 
International  Sunday-school  Work,  will  never  cease  to  mourn  his  loss. 

John  Bunyan's  "Great  Heart"  seemed  to  live  again  in  William 
Reynolds.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  verses  in  the  Pilgrim's  Progress 
tells  us  that  the  Interpreter  called  for  a  man  servant  of  his,  one  Great- 
Heart,  and  bade  him  take  a  sword,  and  helmet  and  shield — "Take 
these  my  daughters,"  said  he,  "and  conduct  them  to  the  house  called 
Beautiful,  at  which  place  they  will  rest  next."  So  he  took  his 
weapons  and  went  before  them;  and  the  Interpreter  said,  "God  speed!" 

Mr.  Reynolds'  nature  was  impulsive  and  sensitive.  Such  spirits 
must,  at  times,  pay  a  great  price  in  mental  suffering  for  the  privi- 
lege of  doing  Christian  service,  but  we  know  that  God's  favorites 
have  been  sensitive  plants  from  the  beginning  until  now.  Like  his 
Master,  Mr,  Reynolds  suffered  bravely  and  silently  when  his  co-work- 
ers were  dull  and  sluggish,  and  the  support  they  gave  him  vras  feeble. 
His  love  and  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ  and  to  his  fellow  men  were 
simply  magnificent.  He  was  not  a  respecter  of  persons,  neither  was 
he  a  flatterer;  frank  and  outspoken  as  he  always  was,  he  was  careful 
not  to  break  the  bruised  reed  by  being  cruelly  blunt  and  harsh. 
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How  often  we  have  been  filled  with  admiration  for  the  simplicity 
of  his  language  in  his  addresses.  Every  now  and  then  one  of  the 
Lord's  servants  speaks  to  his  congregation  words  that  most  of  them 
do  not  understand.  Notice  Luke  19:10,  where  Jesus  Christ  gives 
the  message  to  Zaccheus — "For-the-Son-of-Man-is-come  to-seek-and- 
to-save-thatwliich-was-lost/'  (16  words,  each  of  one  syllable,  and 
the  longest  of  only  five  letters.)  Mr.  Reynolds  used  the  language  of 
the  common  people.  The  uneducated  masses  and  the  children  flocked 
to  hear  the  man  who  was  sure  to  speak  of  God  as  our  Good  Father, 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  our  loving  friend  and  brother,  and  of  Heaven  as  a 
happy  home,  with  room  for  every  soul.  The  man  does  not  live  who 
is  not  openly  or  secretly  glad  to  hope  that  the  mysterious  future  will 
be  more  generous  to  him  than  he  deserves. 

Intelligence,  courage  and  generosity  were  William  Reynolds'  con- 
spicuous qualities,  and  they  fitted  him  in  a  wonderful  way  to  repre- 
sent the  Son  of  God  in  this  world.  Cowardice  and  stinginess  have 
always  crippled  a  multitude  of  would-be  Christian  workers.  In  pub- 
lic and  in  private  our  friend  was  truly  natural.  He  believed  that 
(Jaiit  is  a  half  brother  to  Hypocrisy.  Notice  a  few  of  the  straight- 
forward jottings  in  the  note  book  of  the  last  year  of  his  life: 

''I  want  to  make  this  year  the  best  of  my  life.     God  help  me." 

"How  will  my  life  look  viewed  from  Eternity?'' 

''If  we  live  near  to  Christ  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  talk  so 
much." 

"Do  the  best  you  can  with  what  you  have." 

"Men  build  monuments  to  be  remembered;  they  would  better 
build  character." 

"A  barrel  of  salt  in  the  garret  will  save  no  meat  in  the  cellar. 
They  must  come  in  contact." 

"I  want  a  righteous  heart,  a  level  head,  a  skilled  hand." 

I  came  to  Chicago  with  an  empty  sleeve  just  before  the  gr^at  war 
ended  and  found  a  place  as  an  oflfice  boy  with  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.  Every  now  and  then  a  fine  looking,  well- 
dressed  man,  would  call  at  the  rooms  to  see  Mr.  Moody,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  I  knew  that  his  name  was  William  Reynolds,  and 
that  he  was  the  head  of  a  big  packing  house  firm  in  Peoria.  From 
the  first,  he  was  kind  and  attentive  to  the  oflfice  boy,  and  when  he 
went  away  I  hoped  to  myself  that  he  would  come  again  soon.  Little 
by  little  the  directors  promoted  me,  until  I  became  the  superintendent 
of  the  Association,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  always  rejoiced  over  my  good 
fortune  in  his  hearty  enthusiastic  manner.  By  this  time  I  had  come 
to  love  him  with  all  my  heart. 

One  day,  in  the  winter  of  1869,  Mr.  Reynolds  came  into  the 
oflfice  and  said,  "Morton,  the  National  Sunday-school  Convention 
will  be  held  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  April  28th,  and  I  wish  you 
would  go."  I  said  it  would  hardly  be  possible  for  me  to  get  away. 
"Oh,  you  are  thinking  that  the  expense  would  be  too  much  for  you; 
now,  i  want  you  to  let  me  pay  all  of  your  expenses.  We  will  go  to- 
gether and  we  will  stay  at  the  same  hotel.  I  will  get  permission  for 
you  to  leave  your  work.  Be  sure  to  be  ready  to  go."  Some  two 
months  later,  a  letter  came  saying,  "Be  sure  to  be  ready,  I  will  call 
for  you  on  the  26th."    When  he  came  I  was  ready.     It  was  a  grand 


Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention.  53 

trip  east  for  me,  and  we  stayed  together  in  New  York  at  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Hotel. 

The  Newark  Convention  was  most  interesting  and  instructive. 
The  noted  Christian  workers  of  that  clay  came  together  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  with  George  H.  Stuart  in  the  chair.  Henry  Clay 
Trumbull,  the  editor  of  the  Sunday- scJiool  Times;  Eev.  J.  H.  Vin- 
cent, (now  bishop;)  and  our  own  B.  F.  Jacobs,  were  the  secretaries. 
Of  the  nine  men  who  comprised  the  Executive  Committee,  I  will 
name  William  Eeynolds  and  Edward  Eggleston.  A  great  congrega- 
tion crowded  the  First  Baptist  Church  to  hear  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
John  Hall,  the  venerable  Dr.  Tyng,  B.  F.  Jacobs,  William  Reynolds, 
Alexander  G.  Tyng,  of  Peoria,  Ralph  Wells,  J.  H.  Vincent,  H. 
Thane  Miller,  Edward  Eggleston  and  many  other  eloquent  speakers. 

On  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  convention,  after  a 
thrilling  address  by  H.  Thane  Miller,  JPresident  Stuart  handed  a  piece 
of  paper  to  Edward  Eggleston,  and  Mr.  Eggleston  brought  it  to  me. 
It  read,  "I  will  call  on  you  to  speak  after  the  next  hymn.''  I  shook 
my  head  very  positively  at  Mr.  Stuart,  but  he  only  smiled.  When 
the  hymn  was  finished,  he  was  kind  enough  to  say,  "Now,  let  us  sing. 
Come,  Holy  Spirit,  heavenly  dove,  and  then  we  shall  hear  from 
Charles  M.  Morton,  of  Chicago.'' 

William  Reynolds  was  sitting  in  his  chair  studying  the  ceiling 
of  the  auditorium,  he  did  not  seem  to  know  that  his  poor  travel- 
ing companion  was  in  distress.  There  was  a  mischievous  twinkle 
in  his  eye  that  I  never  shall  forget.  How  I  managed  to  reach  the 
pl.itform  is  hard  to  tell,  but  I  did  have  strength  enough  to  tell  the 
immense  congregation  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  my  soul. 

After  a  while  the  truth  came  out,  and  I  knew  why  Mr.  Stuart 
asked  so  suddenly  for  an  address  from  me.  Henry  Ward  Beecher 
and  his  church  officers  were  attending  the  convention,  and  looking 
for  a  young  man  from  the  west  to  take  charge  of  their  beautiful  Ply- 
mouth Bethel,  which  had  lately  been  dedicated. 

What  shall  I  add  ?  I  went  to  the  Plymouth  Bethel  and  was  its 
minister  nearly  eight  happy  years. 

Who  brought  it  all  about,  and  made  it  possible  for  me  to  preach 
the  Gospel  from  1869  to  1898?  It  was  William  Reynolds— our  be- 
loved Brother  Reynolds — who  is  speaking  to  the  people  every  day 
through  thousands  of  Christian  men  and  women.  He  was  the  best 
man  I  ever  knew. 

Prof.  Excell   sang  "Somewhere  the  Sun  is  Shining." 
A.  H.  Mills  spoke  in  memory  of  Jerome  R.  Gorin,  President  in 
1887,  and  member  of  Executive  Committee  for  many  years. 

JEROME   R.    GORIN. 

A.  H.  Mills,  Macon  County. 

Jerome  R.  Gorin,  familiarly  known  among  us  as  Father  Gorin, was  a 
man  highly  respected  and  dearly  beloved  by  our  entire  community; 
men,  women  and  children  vying  with  each  other  in  respecting  and  hon- 
oring him.     He  lived  such  a  high,  noble,  christian  life  that  he  reached 
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all  classes  of  society,  and  many  a  life  caught  a  new  inspiration  by  such 
contact.  He  was  a  man  of  positive  convictions,  yet  so  mindful  was 
he  of  the  rights  of  others  that  very  often  after  an  interview  in  which 
his  opinion  was  called  out,  those  of  different  views  left  impressed  by 
his  fairness  and  honesty. 

Mr.  Gorin  was  born  in  Kentucky,  Oct.  1'^,  1817,  and  came  to  our 
city  when  he  was  on  the  threshold  of  young  manhood.  He  studied 
law.  and  at  different  times  was  associated  in  partnership  with 
Judges  Emerson,  Benedict  and  Gallagher.  He  was  city  attorney 
for  four  years.  He  was  the  personal  friend  of  Lincoln  long  before 
the  memorable  campaign  of  18G0,  in  which  he  took  a  deep  interest. 
In  1861  he  left  the  law  and  turned  his  attention  to  banking,  and  for 
over  thirty  years  he  was  identified  with  that  interest  in  our  city.  The 
following  resolution  of  the  bankers  show  their  confidence  in  and 
appreciation  of  him: 

Resolved,  That  in  his  removal  from  our  midst,  we  have  lost  one 
who  for  many  years  was  intimately  associated  with  the  history  of 
banking  in  Decatur,  and  who  possessed  our  confidence  and  esteem  in 
an  eminent  degree;  that  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Decatur, 
his  kindly  and  social  disposition,  together  with  his  sterling  integrity, 
endearing  him  to  a  large  circle  of  intimate  acquaintances,  has  left  a 
void  difficult  to  fill." 

He  was  a  careful,  prudent  and  painstaking  man,  scrupulously 
honest  in  word  and  deed.  He  built  for  himself  a  business  monument 
of  which  any  man  might  justly  be  proud.  He  became  the  confiden- 
tial friend  and  adviser  of  the  distressed,  and  they  never  turned  to 
him  in  vain,  nor  did  he  ever  betray  their  confidence.  The  church 
and  Sunday-school  were  the  apples  of  his  eye.  In  these  great  ayenues 
of  divine  helpfulness  his  activity  found  its  greatest  liberty — its  ex- 
pression of  the  Master's  love  that  so  permeated  and  glowed  in  every 
effort  of  his  life. 

For  many  years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  First  M.  E.  Church 
of  our  city,  and  since  '61  was  officially  connected  with  it.  Upon  his 
strong  arm,  brave  heart  and  abiding  faith  every  minister  of  that 
church  during  his  long  membership,  leaned  and  found  solid  support, 
encouragement  and  inspiration.  A  few  extracts  from  the  eloquent 
tribute  of  Rev.  D.  F.  Howe  will  show  the  love  and  almost  veneration 
in  which  his  pastor  and  church  regarded  him: 

''Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant."  How  fitting  such  a  text 
to  such  a  life!  For  whatever  we  can  say  of  this  good  old  friend  we 
must  say  he  was  faithful  to  the  Lord.  We  can  summarize  all  he  was 
to  us  in  no  more  fitting  words  than  by  bringing  the  golden  declaration 
of  Jesus  Christ,  "Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant."  This 
is  the  noblest  eulogy  which  can  be  pronounced  over  mortal,  and  in 
this  man  we  now  see  it  exemplified.  Service  to  God  is  always  man's 
noblest  service  to  man.  A  man  who  serves  men  as  did  this  man,  has 
a  grasp  on  truth.  A  man  with  such  a  grip  on  truth,  doing  such 
service  to  God,  cannot  help  but  be  serving  men.  Incarnate  truth  in 
your  life  and  make  it  help  some  one.  Our  brother  never  knew  the 
mystery  of  the  atonement  or  the  trinity,  but  he  knew  enough  to  be 
always  better,  and  to  stand  as  a  pillar  in  society,  and  by  this  he 
marches  on  to  glory.     He  has  gone  to  his  reward.     He  faithfully  dis- 


Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention.  55 

charged  his  duty  and  lived  up  to  all  the  truth  that  he  had.  He  be- 
lieved Christianity  meant  moral  and  spiritual  uplifting  of  men.  His 
idea  was  a  divine  truth  made  practical.  There  is  a  nobility  in  serv- 
ing God  when  it  means  the  serving  of  men.  As  a  servant  of  God  and 
of  men  our  brother  entered  into  the  exalted  place  prepared  for  him. 
Our  brother  sought  the  approval  of  the  best,  the  approval  of  God. 
He  was  the  soul  of  faithfulness.  He  who  loved  Jesus  Christ,  exalted 
Him  in  his  daily  life,  lived  the  story  of  the  cross  and  the  story  of 
the  tomb,  lies  down  to  sleep  one  night  and  wakes  to  see  the  King  in 
His  beauty.  He,  the  good  old  servant,  wakes  to  a  rulership  in 
glory." 

He  had  been  the  head  and  heart  of  the  Sunday-school  m  our 
county  so  long,  and  his  earnest  labors  in  that  behalf  were  so  constant, 
that  I  shall  confine  these  few  remarks  along  that  line.  He  had  stood 
for  years  like  Moses  on  top  of  the  mountain  in  prayer,  and  some  of 
us  like  Aaron  and  Hur,  were  holding  up  his  hands,  and  the  army  of 
the  Lord  was  victorious. 

At  our  county  convention  in  September,  1896,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  passed  by  our  Sunday-school  workers,  which 
shows  the  love  we  bear  for  the  man  whose  memory  we  honor  to-night: 

"Whereas,  Brother  J.  K.  Gorin  has  for  twenty-six  years  been 
the  president  of  our  County  Sunday-school  Association,  and  by  his 
earnestness,  fidelity  and  consecration  to  our  Sunday-schools  has  seen 
this  cause,  so  dear  to  his  heart,  prosper  and  grow  under  his  faithful- 
ness from  small  beginnings  to  this,  the  best  convention  of  the  series; 
and 

''Whereas,  His  advancing  years  have  seemed  to  suggest  that  he 
be  relieved  from  longer  carrying  this  great  burden  of  responsibility; 
therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  By  the  Sunday-school  workers  of  Macon  County,  that 
we  hereby  tender  to  Brother  Gorin  our  grateful  and  heartfelt  thanks 
for  his  faithful  and  consecrated  labors  during  all  these  years  of  his 
honored  service  for  the  Master,  and  most  devoutly  pray  that  his  noble 
life  may  long  be  spared  to  encourage  us,  and  that  the  declining  days 
of  his  life  may  be  his  best,  most  helpful  and  brightest  days  until  the 
Master  says,  *'It  is  enough,  come  up  higher." 

This  summons  he  obeyed  September  2d,  1897.  He  had  been  in  his 
usual  health  and  had  gone  to  Piatt  County  to  attend  their  conven- 
tion, but  had  made  a  mistake  of  one  day  as  to  the  time  of  the  con- 
vention. After  his  return  in  the  afternoon,  we  were  chatting  and 
laughing  about  his  mistake  ;  and  we  made  arrangements  to  attend 
the  convention  the  next  day.  That  evening  he  attended  prayer 
meeting  as  was  his  custom.  He  returned  shortly  after  nine  o^clock  in 
his  ordinary  health.  He  remarked  to  his  daughter  that  he  desired  to 
rise  a  little  earlier  than  usual  as  he  was  going  to  the  convention  the 
next  day.  In  the  morning  his  daughter  went  to  his  room  to  call  him 
and  found  that  he  had  passed,  without  a  struggle,  from  the  earthly 
to  the  Eternal  City.  He  retired  in  the  fond  anticipation  of  next 
morning  grasping  the  hand  of  dear  Brother  Pearce  and  the  Piatt 
County  workers,  but  instead,  he  joined  in  the  morning  carol  of  praise 
to  the  Risen  King  in  the  New  Jerusalem. 

He  was  elected  president  of  the  State  Sunday-school  Association 
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held  in  our  city  iu  1887.  He  was  a  member  for  many  years  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Association.  His  quiet,  earnest, 
cliristian  spirit  made  its  impress  upon  all  he  met.  He  was  the  warm 
personal  friend  of  many  of  you,  and  you  each  feel  a  personal  loss  as 
you  miss  his  honest  face  in  our  assembly  to-night.  Surely  he  filled 
Phillips  Brooks'  conception  of  Christian  manhood  when  he  said:  "Be 
such  a  man,  live  such  a  life,  that  if  every  man  was  such  as  you,  and 
every  life  like  yours,  the  earth  would  be  God's  paradise." 

He  caught  the  true  spirit  of  service  for  he  was  ever  ready  to  say, 
"I'll  go  where  you  want  me  to  go.  Lord;  I'll  say  what  you  want  me 
to  say.  Lord;  I'll  do  what  you  want  me  to  do,  Lord."  He  made  it 
the  rule  of  his  life  to  do  the  Lord's  work,  in  the  Lord's  way,  at  the 
Lord's  time  and  for  the  Lord's  glory. 

We  who  stood  so  close  to  him  that  we  felt  the  llight  of  the  arrow  that 
struck  him  down,  feel  his  loss  the  most  keenly.  We  were  like  Elisha 
when  Elijah  was  about  to  leave  him  and  he  prayed  for  a  double  por- 
tion of  Elijah's  spirit  to  rest  upon  him,  and  such  was  his  devotion 
that  his  prayer  was  granted;  so  in  our  work  a  double  portion  of 
Father  Gorin's  spirit  of  fidelity  and  consecration  has  fallen  upon  the 
shoulders  of  dear  Brother  Laughlin  who  succeeded  him  as  our  county 
president. 

Oh,  faithful  servant  of  God,  thou  didst  wholly  follow  the  Lord. 
Every  thought,  every  aspiration  of  thy  great  soul  was  to  be  helpful 
and  uplifting  to  thy  fellow-men;  to  be  like  the  Christ,  thy  Divine 
Head.  Thy  work  is  done.  No,  it  cannot  be  I  Such  lives  as  thine 
never  end.  They  are  mighty  potential  influences  projected  into  the 
future  that  roll  on  with  ever  increasing  power.  Thy  loving  heart 
was  ever  true  to  the  Divine  Man  as  the  needle  to  the  pole;  ever 
shedding  His  pure  reflected  light  like  the  matchless  glory  of  the 
stars.  Thy  gentleness  was  greatness  itself;  thy  smile  an  inspira- 
tion. May  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  send  upon  each  laborer  in  the 
vineyard  of  this  great  State  a  touch  of  thy  fidelity,  of  thy  devotion 
and  of  thy  consecration,  so  that  His  work  may  be  carried  forward  to 
His  honor  and  glory,  is  my  humble  prayer. 

In  memory  of  Thomas  S.  Ridgway,  member  of  Executive  Com- 
mittee many  years. 

THOMAS  S.  RIDGWAY. 

R.  C.  Willis,  Cumberland  County. 

Mr.  President:  I  regret  that  my  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Ridg- 
way was  not  more  intimate.  Excepting  the  last  eight  years  my  home 
was  thirty-three  miles  from  Shawneetown,  and  while  I  was  not  closely 
intimate  with  him,  I  knew  much  of  him  and  his  life.  It  has  been 
said  that  good  and  great  men  always  are  the  sons  of  good  mothers, 
aud  I  am  inclined  to  accept  the  statement  as  true.  No  word,  how- 
ever brief,  in  memory  of  Mr.  Ridgway,  would  be  complete  if  his 
mother  were  left  out  of  it.  She  was  a  most  godly  and  refined  woman, 
and  the  legacy  of  refined  nature  was  bequeathed  to  her  son  Thomas, 
who  was  deprived  by  her  early  death  of  her  love  and  care.    His  father 
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had  died  when  he  was  but  an  infant,  leaving  him  and  his  mother  in 
poverty  to  battle  with  adversity.  The  poor  boy  grew  up  to  hate  with 
all  the  intensity  of  his  intense  nature  the  drunkard  and  the  drunkard 
maker.  Later  in  life  he  was  often  heard  to  say  that  it  gave  him  great 
joy  to  earn  a  fee  by  lugging  a  heavy  grip  from  the  steamboat  landing 
up  to  the  hotel  in  Shawneetown.  Thus,  per  force  of  circumstances, 
the  business  side  of  the  boy  began  to  be  developed,  and  while  yet  a 
young  man  he  came  to  be  one  of  the  shrewdest  business  men  in  that 
section  of  country.  He,  with  his  partner,  Mr.  J.  McKee  Peoples, 
also  of  sacred  memory  in  this  Association,  conducted  a  large  and  lu- 
crative business,  furnishing  the  country  merchants  for  many  miles 
around  with  their  stocks  of  merchandise.  Later  on  they  organized 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Shawneetown,  of  which  Mr.  Ridgway  was 
President  until  his  death.  He  filled  honorable  positions  in  the  Bank- 
ers' Association  of  Dlinois.  He  was  the  leading  promoter  of  a  line  of 
railroad  from  Shawneetown  through  Springfield  to  the  Illinois  river, 
at  Beardstown.  He  was  the  first  President  of  this  road;  and  so,  from 
carrying  the  grip  of  a  traveling  man,  he  came  to  carry,  not  the  grips, 
but  their  owners,  in  large  numbers,  over  the  line  of  his  railway.  In 
politics  he  was  also  a  leader,  having  filled  the  office  of  Treasurer  of 
the  state  of  Illinois. 

During  the  year  1858,  in  a  revival  meeting  conducted  by  two 
Presbyterian  ministers  from  Kentucky,  he  was  converted,  and  was  to 
the  day  of  his  death  a  devoted,  consistent  Christian  and  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  in  the  midst  of  his  active  business 
career  when  converted,  and  brought  into  his  Christian  life  the  good 
sense,  tact  and  capability  that  were  so  prominent  in  his  secular  life. 
Some  of  the  pastors  here  may  know  the  meaning  of  the  term  "stand- 
by". I  do  not  mean  the  class,  all  too  large,  who  stand  by  and  let 
their  pastors  do  all  the  work,  but  the  man  who  stands  at  his  pastor's 
side,  ready  to  second  his  efforts  and  give  a  hearty  support  in  carrying 
on  every  good  work;  one  with  open  heart,  open  home  and  open  purse, 
who  makes  up  the  deficiencies,  pays  the  bills  and  makes  no  account 
of  them;  whose  home  is  always  open  to  the  minister  or  missionary, 
the  Sunday-school  worker  and  the  children;  in  fact,  the  small  class 
of  people  on  whose  shoulders  the  great  burdens  of  the  church  and 
Sunday-school  generally  rest.  Mr.  Ridgway  was  pre-eminently  a 
*'stand-by."  Many  years  ago  I  was  told  he  had  been  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  twenty-five  years.  It  must  be  that  he  was  kept 
in  that  position  from  the  time  he  became  a  Christian  until  his 
strength  failed.  My  wife  was  a  member  of  that  school  about  nine 
years,  and  has  always  been  an  ardent  admirer  of  the  cheery  and  faith- 
ful superintendent,  who  was  dearly  beloved  by  the  children  and 
young  people.  She  tells  of  a  Bible  which  the  school  gave  him  on  a 
certain  occasion.  They  selected  the  best  one  they  could  find,  and 
every  child  in  the  school,  no  matter  how  poor,  wanted  to  help  buy 
that  Bible.  Each  donor,  if  only  a  penny  could  be  afforded,  had  a 
place  on  the  list  of  those  who  bought  the  nice  Bible.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  our  state  asso- 
ciation, always  a  safe,  generous  adviser,  and  no  doubt  was  greatly 
blessed  by  his  connection  with  the  association.  He  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  his  home  city,    always  contributing  freely  of 
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his  substance  for  whatever  would  make  it  better.  It  was  one  of  our 
dear  Lord's  mercies  that  he  was  taken  to  the  city  above  before  the 
Ohio  with  its  floods  so  devastated  the  place  he  loved. 

In  memory  of  Kinsley  S.  Buck,  Secretary  Lake  County. 

KINSLEY  S.  BUCK. 
Rev.  H.  G,  Leonard,  Lake  County. 

At  this  late  hour  I  shall  occupy  your  attention  but  just  a  mo- 
ment. 

I  presume  Mr.  Buck  was  known  to  very  few  of  the  delegates  com- 
ing from  various  parts  of  this  state,  as  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

He  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Michigan,  September  3,  1848,  of  New 
England  parentage.  He  received  a  common  school  education,  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  at  the  Michigan  State  Normal  School.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  was  converted  and  joined  the  Methodist  Church. 
In  1876  he  married  Miss  Mary  Clark,  who,  with  two  daughters  and  a 
son,  survives  him.  He  lived  in  various  Michigan  towns,  following 
his  occupation  as  a  jeweler,  and  finally  moved  to  Waukegan,  Illinois, 
in  1892,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  During  all  these  years 
Brother  Buck  was  active  in  church  and  Sunday-school  work,  organiz- 
ing schools  where  there  were  none  and  serving  as  superintendent  in 
most  of  the  places  in  which  he  lived.  On  coming  to  Waukegan  he 
soon  became  a  power  in  religious  circles.  At  the  Sunday-school  con- 
vention held  in  Libertyville  in  1896  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
Lake  County  Sunday-school  Association.  With  his  customary  zeal  he 
threw  himself  into  this  work  so  congenial  to  him,  and  the  success  of 
1897  was  mainly  due  to  his  earnest  work  and  wise  counsel.  He  was 
especially  gifted  in  this  line  of  work,  and  it  is  easy  to  believe,  had  he 
given  his  whole  time  and  energy  to  it,  he  would  have  attained  a  na- 
tional reputation.  He  did  not  spare  himself  in  the  service  of  his 
Master.  Of  him  it  was  well  said  by  a  dear  friend:  ''He  served  God 
as  a  business  and  sold  jewelry  to  pay  expenses."  The  Sunday-school 
convention  of  1897  was  the  fruition  of  his  hopes  and  prayers,  and  he 
rejoiced  greatly  in  its  success.  Immediately  after  its  close  be  began 
to  plan  for  a  larger  work  for  the  coming  year;  but  it  was  not  to  be; 
his  life  work  was  finished.  In  December  he  was  taken  sick  with 
pneumonia  while  canvassing  for  funds  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  which 
he  had  been  President.  He  passed  away  on  December  18, 1897.  His 
death  was  truly  lamented.  Among  those  who  regretted  his  death  the 
most  were  men  in  our  city  who  were  not  Christians.  I  consider  this 
a  tribute  to  his  sturdy,  honest,  cheerful  Christian  life.  Every  man 
respected  him  who  knew  him,  and  those  Avho  knew  him  well  loved 
him.  He  was  in  a  peculiar  way  the  friend  of  the  pastor,  and  we  who 
are  pastors  know  what  this  means.  The  winds  that  blow  from  Lake 
Michigan  over  the  hills  of  Waukegan  seem  colder  to  me  now  that 
Brother  Buck  has  gone.  Into  his  store  I  would  go  almost  daily  for 
cheer  and  comfort,  and  the  tribute  I  bring  to-night  is,  I  feel,  the 
same  that  every  pastor  who  knew  him  would  offer.    We  all  miss  him. 
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The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  our  city,  of  which  he  was 
President  and  one  of  the  directors,  misses  him;  the  church  of  which 
he  was  a  member  misses  him  from  its  official  board,  and  stated  ser- 
vices; and  the  Sabbath-school  interests  of  our  city  and  county  miss 
liim.  But  this  is  the  better  part:  There  is  a  deeper  and  more  intel- 
ligent interest  in  Sunday-school  work  in  Lake  County  to-day  than 
there  has  ever  been  before,  as  I  am  told  by  workers,  and  this  is  a  par- 
ticular monument  to  Brother  Buck,  who  loved  children,  loved  the 
Sunday-school,  loved  Christ,  loved  man  and  was  loved  by  his  fellow- 
men. 

THOSE  WHO  SLEEP  IN  JESUS. 

B,  F.  JACOBS. 

I  do  not  propose  at  this  time  to  consider  personally  these  brethren 
whom  we  all  loved  so  much.    I  think  possibly  it  would  do  us  all  good 
to  take  a  look  at  the  great  fact   that  we  have  come  here  to  night  to 
think  and  talk  about.     In  the  seventeenth  chapter   of   John,  at  the 
eighteenth   verse,   the  very  heart  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Jesus   said: 
*'As  my  Father  hath  sent  me  into  the  world,  even  so  have  I  sent  you 
into  the  world."     Most  of  you   have  seen  pictures  of   Jesus  Christ. 
Some  of  you,  perhaps,  have  been  across  the  sea,  and  have  stood  in  the 
great  galleries  of  the  world,  and  looked  at  the  most  famous  paintings 
that  have  ever  been  produced  of  Christ.     You   have   seen   Murillo's 
Transfiguration;  some  of  you  have  been  in  Dresden,  and  looked  at 
the  Sistine  Madonna.    You  have  gazed  on  that  picture  and  wondered 
that  it  was  ever  given  to  man  to  put  such  a  look  into  a  face.     But 
there  has  been  one  picture  that  has  never  been  painted,  and  that  is 
the  descending  of  the  Son  of  God  from  the  home  of  His  Father.     No 
artist  has  ever  dipped  his  brush  in  color  to  put  that  scene  on  canvas; 
it  is  left  to  the  sanctified  imagination  of   those  who  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ  to  picture  the  scene  of  his  coming  to  earth.     It  was  quite  in 
contrast  to  that  when  at  night  in  the  upper  chamber  in  Jerusalem 
He  gathered  that  little  company  of  disciples  around  Him  and  went 
through  the  memorable  and  magnificent  portion  of  the  Scriptures  that 
we  call  the  14th,  15tli,  16th  and  17th  of  John.     He  opened  the  14th 
and  said:     ''In  my  Father's  House  are  many  mansions" — one  house 
with  many  rooms — ''If  it  were  not  so  I  would  have  told  you."     Of 
course  he  would.    He  went  on  to  say  that  if  He  went  He  would  come 
again  and  receive  us  unto  Himself.     Some  of  us  to-night  look  with 
great  desire  for  that  Coming,  and  for  that  reception.     In  the  15th 
chapter  He  told  them  of  the  vine  and  the  branches.    He  said :  "Herein 
is  my  Father  glorified  that  ye   bear  much  fruit,   so  shall  ye  be  my 
manifested  disciples" — the  world   will   know  it.     In  the  14th,  15th 
and  16  th  chapters  He  portrayed  the  work  of  the   Holy  Spirit,  and 
then,  as  if  to  conclude  what  he  had  to  say.  He  let  them  hear  the  most 
wonderful  of  all.     He  opened  His  mouth  and  spoke  these  words  that 
burn  in  our  hearts  as  we  think  about  them  to-night,  and  they  listened 
while  He  spake  to  His  Father.     He  was  praying  for  them  and  about 
them,  and  in  the  heart  of  that  prayer  is  this  word,  that  He  sent  them 
into  the  world,  even  as  the  Father  had  sent  Him  into  the  world. 
Now,  brethren  beloved  in   Jesus   Christ,  these  men  of  whom  we 
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have  heard  to-night  came  to  a  practical  understanding  of  what  it 
means  to  be  sent  into  this  world  to  represent  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
world.  I  think  about  them  to-night.  I  think  about  dear  Tyng, 
when  he  stood  before  us  in  Springfield  in  1864.  When  we  went  into 
that  Convention,  after  a  service  of  preparation  that  some  of  you  have 
often  heard  us  speak  about,  Tyng  was  our  leader.  I  learned  to  love 
him.  I  have  shared  his  hospitality,  I  liave  sat  at  his  table.  When  I 
was  weary  I  put  my  heart  up  against  his,  and  would  get  some  sweet, 
refreshing  message.  I  knew  Reynolds.  How  I  loved  him!  I  feel 
weak  to-night  as  I  realize  that  Reynolds,  Tyng,  Gorin,  Ridgway  and 
Buck  liave  passed  away  from  my  side.  I  think  of  their  going  away, 
and  I  remember  they  were  sent  here  for  a  divine  purpose.  I  believe 
that  God  had  a  great  and  blessed  plan  in  their  lives.  Often,  in  my 
room,  sometimes  at  midnight,  I  have  tried  to  follow  Reynolds  far 
away  into  Nevada,  into  Arizona,  into  Xew  Mexico,  into  California, 
up  the  Coast,  across  the  North,  far  away  in  New  Foundland,  and 
away  down  into  Florida.  I  tried  to  catch  the  thought  that  burned 
in  his  heart.  It  was  my  privilege  to  go  for  you  to  his  funeral;  it  was 
my  privilege  to  be  a  witness  of  the  marvelous  scene  of  his  burial.  I 
wish  you  could  have  all  been  there.  It  was  one  of  the  loveliest  spots 
I  ever  saw,  that  bright  Fall  afternoon.  On  the  sloping  hill  toward 
the  west  in  the  cemetery  stood  the  great  trees,  their  leaves  all  waving 
in  the  gentle  breeze,  and  through  them  the  golden  sunlight  frescoed 
the  hillside  and  made  it  look  as  though  lace  of  the  finest  pattern  was 
carpeting  the  ground.  We  came  up;  the  choir  was  there;  and  as  we, 
Mrs.  Tyng,  Mrs.  Reynolds  and  myself  stood  there,  they  began  to 
sing:  "There  will  be  no  dark  valley  when  Jesus  comes."  I  learned 
to  sing  that  at  home;  we  sing  it  in  our  prayer  meeting,  and  once  in 
a  while  when  some  poisoned  breath  of  this  World  comes  over  us,  we 
catch  up  a  verse  of  that  hymn  and  sing  Avitli  all  our  hearts,  "There 
will  be  no  dark  valley  when  Jesus  comes."  Certainly  there  will  not! 
He  has  chased  away  the  darkness;  He  has  emptied  it  out  and  poured 
in  a  flood  of  sunlight.  It  seemed  to  me  as  we  laid  Reynolds  down — 
there  was  Tyng  and  there  was  Reynolds — that  the  Earth  Avas  softer 
because  it  was  enfolding  the  casket  that  we  entrusted  to  it.  I  thought 
of  you;  I  think  I  must  have  had  100  of  you  personally  in  my  mind  as 
I  stood  there.  I  wish  you  could  have  heard  the  triumph  that  just 
sounded  like  a  pa?an  of  victory. 

I  thought  of  Gorin.  How  often  I  have  stood  by  him!  I  have 
been  in  his  house,  been  in  his  room,  but  I  know  him  best  in  con- 
nection with  the  Sunday-school  Conventions  of  Illinois.  How  often 
he  has  come  up  to  me  and  put  his  great  hand  upon  me!  How  often 
he  has  tried  to  cheer  me!  How  often  he  said:  "  Don't  be  afraid!  " 
I  suppose  I  was  looking  a  little  pale  or  faint,  perhaps  there  were  not 
enough  contributions  for  the  work,  and  he  would  say  "Don't  be 
afraid!  We  will  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you!"  "No,"  I  said, 
"Of  course  you  will  not." 

I  thought  of  Ridgway.  It  was  a  perfect  feast,  a  burst  of  sunshine, 
to  have  him  come  into  your  house;  he  always  came  in  with  a  shout. 
He  was  gladness  itself  when  he  entered  into  the  conventions.  Mr. 
Spurgeon  said  he  would  spend  the  first  ten  thousand  years  looking  at 
Jesus  Christ.     I  am  not  quite  sure  how  long  ten  thousand  years  are 
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up  there.  If  a  thonsand  years  are  only  one  day,  why,  I  think  I  conld 
spend  that  time  myself.  My  father  used  to  have  as  one  of  his  favorite 
hymns: 

"When  we've  been  there  ten  thousand  j'^ears, 

Bright  shining  as  the  sun, 
"We've  no  less  days  to  sing  God's  praise, 
Then  when  we  first  begun." 

Time  is  blotted  out  there.  Do  you  know  how  they  measure  the 
fixed  scars?  They  take  an  observation  when  the  earth  has  swung 
farthest  from  the  sun,  ninety  odd  millions  of  miles;  six  months  later 
they  take  another  observation,  when  it  has  completed  half  of  the 
revolution,  and  is  ninety  odd  millions  of  miles  in  the  other  direction, 
so  that  the  base  line  of  the  triangle  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  odd 
millions  of  miles  long;  and  the  observation  taken  from  that  point, 
and  the  observation  taken  from  the  first  point  shows  no  angle, 
the  distance  of  that  star  is  so  great.  From  that  we  get  the 
word  parallax.  Our  God  is  ''without  shadow  cast  by  turning;"  no 
change  with  him  from  the  base  line  of  the  utmost  limit  of  human  ex- 
perience in  all  ages  to  the  extreme  limit  in  the  other  direction.  After 
I  have  looked  at  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  awhile,  I  shall  want  to  see 
Paul.  I  would  like  to  see  the  tent  maker  of  Tarsus;  I  want  to  get 
hold  of  his  hand.  I  shall  wish  to  see  Abraham,  I  would  like  to  see 
the  man  who  believed  in  the  resurrection  away  back  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament. It  is  said  that  the  resurrection  was  not  believed  in  then, 
but  when  we  get  into  Hebrews  we  read  "By  faith,  Abraham  offered 
up  Isaac,  and  he  that  had  received  the  promise,  offered  up  his  only 
begotten  son,  in  whom  it  was  said  'In  Isaac  shall  thy  seed  be  called.'" 
He  offered  him  up,  and  it  says  he  offered  him  by  faith  "counting  that 
God  was  able  to  raise  him  from  the  dead,  from  which  also  he  received 
him  in  a  figure."  He  believed  God  when  God  told  him  that  all  the 
promises  were  in  Isaac,  and  when  God  afterwards  told  him  to  offer 
him  up  he  said,  "Well,  God  will  keep  his  word,  and  He  will  be 
obliged  to  raise  him  from  the  dead,  and  we  will  see  something  that 
has  never  been  seen."  Moody  says  "His  faith  leaped  right  over  the 
whole  chasm  of  death,  and  swept  to  the  other  shore  without  a 
break."  I  would  like  to  see  a  few  others.  There  is  one  to  whom  I 
need  no  introduction,  my  mother.  I  can  see  her  well.  I  was  think- 
ing about  her  the  other  night,  when  she  used  to  put  her  hand  upon 
my  head.  Do  you  remember.  Young  men !  some  of  you  who  are  not 
Christians  here  to-night;  Young  women,  if  there  are  any  of  you  who 
are  not  Christians  here  to-night,  let  me  ask  you,  did  you  ever  have  a 
mother  pray  for  you ?  Where  is  she?  Where  is  she?  I  will  take  a 
look  at  Tyng,  I  will  have  a  chat  with  Eeynolds;  I  will  talk  it  over 
with  Gorin;  I  will  seeEidgway.  I  will  see  Peeples,  who  was  President 
of  one  of  our  conventions  in  Galesburg;  I  will  get  better  acquainted 
with  Buck, — will  have  time  then,  you  know.  Will  I  see  you  all?  I 
claim  you  all  for  Christ  to-night,  everyone.  If  you  have  never  started 
before,  start  now. 

But  some  will  say,  "How  are  the  dead  raised  \\]),  and  with  what 
body  do  they  come?"  What  saith  the  Scripture?  In  the  fifteenth 
chapter  of  First  Corinthians,  "Thou  foolish  one,  that  which  thou 
sowest  is  not  quickened  except  it  die."    A  gentleman  who  had  charge 
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of  the  exhibit  from  Arizona  and  Colorado  in  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition,  gave  me  a  nubbin  of  maize  one  day,  that  had  been  found 
in  an  Indian  retreat  away  up  in  the  rocks,  it  had  been  there  hundreds 
of  years.  I  kept  that  corn,  and  it  came  along  to  the  time  of  the  les- 
son which  was  in  the  Twelfth  of  John,  where  it  says  "Except  a  corn 
of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground  and  die,  it  abideth  alone,"  and  I  asked 
our  boys  and  girls  to  look  at  it,  and  see  if  they  could  say  what  it  was. 
I  asked  them  if  they  had  ever  seen  corn  grow.  They  said  ''Yes," 
some  of  them.  I  asked  "How  many  stalks  of  corn  grow  from  one 
kernel?"  "One."  "How  many  ears  of  corn  on  a  stalk?  "  "Some- 
times two  and  sometimes  three."  "Do  you  know  how  many  grains 
of  corn  have  been  found  on  one  ear?"  Somebody  said  there  had  been 
a  thousand  found  on  one  ear.  "Did  all  that  come  from  one  kernel?" 
"Yes."  "How  did  it  come  from  that?"  "0,  they  planted  it." 
"Why  does  not  anything  come  from  this?"  One  little  fellow  looked 
up  and  said  "You  never  planted  it."  "That's  right,"  I  said,  "it  had 
to  go  down  there  and  die,  and  then  new  life  came  up  out  of  it." 
"Yes."  What  did  .Jesus  Christ  mean?  He  went  down  into  the  earth 
and  he  died,  the  seed  corn,  that  out  of  Him  might  come  the  eternal 
harvest  that  will  fill  the  granaries  of  heaven  to  overflowing. 

Now,  I  think  about  these  lives.  I  looked  at  lleynolds'  body  as  it 
went  down;  I  looked  at  Tyng's  grave;  and  I  thought  of  the  harvest 
that  is  coming  out  of  their  lives  for  the  glory  of  God.  I  believe  it  is 
true  that  "The  rewards  of  heaven  will  be  the  fruitage  of  our  life  on 
earth."  While  it  will  be  a  transformation,  a  change,  it  will  be  the 
result  of  the  life  that  we  have  lived  on  earth.  This  transformation 
goes  on  day  by  day.  An  old  proverb  says  "As  the  marble  wastes  the 
statue  grows."  So  it  is  with  us.  Gideon's  lamps  shone  out  when  the 
pitchers  were  broken,  and  when  the  earthly  tabernacles  begin  to  crack 
and  the  tent  curtains  begin  to  come  down,  the  light  ought  to  burn 
clearer  and  brighter  than  ever.  Some  of  you  are  very  near  eternity 
to-night.  I  was  wondering  who  of  us  would  go  next?  Some  of  us  are 
going.  Where  are  we  going?  We  are  going  where  Jesus  Christ  is;  it 
is  a  matter  of  little  consequence  about  anything  more  than  that. 

Then  I  thought  of  that  other  passage  in  First  Corinthians  where 
the  apostle  says  "Behold,  I  show  you  a  mystery;  we  shall  not  all  sleep, 
but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
at  the  last  trump,  for  the  trumpet  shall  sound  and  the  dead  in  Christ 
shall  be  raised  incorruptible,"  and  we  shall  be  changed,  those  of 
us  who  remain.  So  the  apostle  in  Thessalonians  says,  "The  Lord  from 
Heaven  shall  descend  witha  shout."  The  trumpet  shall  sound  and  the 
dead  in  Christ  will  rise,  those  who  remain  shall  be  changed,  and  we 
shall  be  caught  up  together  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air;  the  hour  of 
our  re-union  and  our  glorification — asleep  in  Jesus  Christ,  awaking 
in  glory.     This  is  not  to  die, 

"It  is  to  rise  to  fairer,  brighter,  skies, 

Where  death  no  more  shall  his  dread  harvest  reap, 
It  is  to  soar  on  angel  wings,  where  light  celestial  springs. 
For  so  he  giveth  his  beloved  sleep." 

May  we  all  meet  in  the  morning  of  the  first  resurrection. 
Mrs.  Reynolds  has  sent  me  a  poem  for  this  service: 
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THE  THINNING  RANKS. 

The  day  grows  lonelier  ;  the  air 

Is  chillier  than  it  used  to  be. 
We  hear  about  us  everywhere 

The  haunting  chords  of  memory. 
Dear  faces  that  once  made  our  joy 

Have  vanished  from  the  sweet  home  band ; 
Dear  tasks  that  were  our  loved  employ 

Have  dropped  from  out  our  loosened  hand. 

Familiar  names  in  childhood  given 
None  call  us  by  save  those  in  Heaven  ; 
We  cannot  talk  with  later  friends 
Of  those  old  times  to  which  love  lends 
Such  mystic  haze  of  soft  regret  ; 
We  would  not,  if  we  could,  forget 
The  sweetness  of  the  by-gone  hours, 
So  priceless  are  Love's  faded  flowers  ; 
But  lonelier  grows  the  waning  day, 
And  much  we  miss  upon  the  way 
Our  comrades,  who  have  heard  the  call 
That  soon  or  late  must  summon  all. 

Ah  well  !  the  day  grows  lonelier  here. 
Thank  God  it  doth  not  yet  appear 
What  thrill  of  perfect  bliss  awaits 
Those  who  pass  on  within  the  gates. 
Oh  !  dear  ones  who  have  left  my  side 
And  passed  beyond  the  swelling  tide, 
I  know  that  you  will  meet  me  when 
I,  too,  shall  leave  the  ranks  of  men. 
And  find  the  glorious  company 
Of  saints  from  sin  forever  free, 
Of  angels  who  do  always  see 
The  face  of  Christ,  and  ever  stand 
Serene  and  strong  at  God's  right  hand. 

The  days  grows  lonelier,  the  air 

Hath  waf tings  strangely  keen  and  cold. 
But  woven  in,  O  glad,  O  rare, 

What  love-notes  from  the  hills  of  gold  ! 
Dear  crowding  faces  gathered  there. 

Dear,  blessed  tasks,  that  wait  our  hand, 
What  joy,  what  pleasure  shall  we  share. 

Safe  anchored  in  the  one  home-land. 

Close  up,  O  comrades,  close  the  ranks. 
Press  onward,  waste  no  fleeting  hour  ! 

Beyond  the  outworks,  lo  !  the  banks 

Of  that  full  tide,  where  life  hath  power, 

And  Satan  lieth  under  foot, 

And  sin  is  killed  e'en  at  the  root. 

Close  up,  close  fast  the  wavering  line 

Ye  who  are  led  by  One  divine  ; 

The  day  grows  lonelier  ap«ce. 

But  Heaven,  shall  be  our  trysting  place. 

Margaret  Sangster. 

''Jesus,  Saviour,  Pilot  Me,"  was  sung,  Dr.  Hewett  offered  prayer 
as  requested,  and  the  great  audience  dispersed. 
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SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 

The  early  prayer  meeting  at  G  o'clock  was  led  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Ar- 
nold, State  Missionary. 

At  8  o'clock  a  conference  on  county  work,  led  by  W.  C.  Pearce, 
was  held  in  the  Baptist  Church.  The  following  subjects  were 
considered: 

THE  COUNTY  PRESIDENT'S  WORK. 
L.  B.  VosE,  McDonough  Co. 

The  county  president's  work  is  a  work  of  supervision.  It  is  the 
work  of  keeping  other  people  at  work. 

If  the  railroad  company  to-morrow  morning  needed  a  new  division 
superintendent,  it  would  undoubtedly  choose  a  man  who  is  familiar 
witii  its  road-bed,  rolling  stock,  stations,  appliances  and  the  duties 
of  all  its  employes,  because  the  man  who  superintends,  if  success- 
ful, must  know  by  personal  experience  how  the  work  over  which 
he  has  charge  is  done. 

But  the  Sunday-school  county  president  is  situated  differently 
from  the  division  superintendent,  who  says  to  this  man  **go,"  and 
he  goeth,  and  to  this  one  "come,"  and  he  cometh.  His  materials 
and  workmen  are  under  his  absolute  control.  Not  so  with  the 
county  president.  If  he  controls,  it  must  be  through  higher  mo- 
tives and  through  moral  influences. 

First,  the  county  president's  work  is  to  know  his  county.  He 
should  know  it  geographically,  the  location  of  every  church  and 
school  house,  the  roads  and  the  villages,  and  this  knowledge  can  only 
be  gained  by  actual  travel  in  actual  service.  A  county  president 
should  own  as  faithful  a  roadster  as  the  country  doctor.  And  he 
should  also  own  "the  deacon's  one-hoss  chaise"  that  is  old  enough 
to  be  tried  and  tested,  not  too  nice  to  get  muddy,  and  yet  not  one 
hundred  years  old.  He  should  personally  know  every  Sunday-school 
in  the  county,  its  location,  denomination  and  superintendent.  He 
should  know  the  peculiarities  of  the  denominations  under  his  charge, 
and  their  bias  for  or  against  union  Sunday-school  work.  He  should 
have  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  his  township  organization,  the 
officers,  and  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  in  the  field.  He  should 
work  side  by  side  with  these  township  officers  in  their  conventions 
and  institutes,  and,  in  fact,  become  their  leader.  He  must  be  the 
master  of  his  county  organization,  its  aims,  objects  and  all  the  means 
and  appliances  to  accomplish  its  purpose,  must  be  able  to  report  all 
its  work  and  supply  the  place  of  any  officer  in  the  staff  if  necessary. 
In  order  to  do  all  this  the  president  must  be  a  Sunday-school  man, 
should  have  been  a  Sunday-school  teacher,  a  Sunday-school  officer,  a 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  ideal  county  president  should 
have  begun  on  the  lowest  seat  in  the  primary  class  and  move 
forward  by  regular  and  systematic  promotion  to  the  head  of  the  work. 
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In  this  way  he  reaches  his  post  as  the  railroad  superintendent  reaches 
his^  knows  the  work  and  the  workers  of  every  division  under  his 
charge  by  actual  experience.  Then  more  especially  must  he  know 
the  status  of  his  county  in  relation  to  the  present  standard  of  excel- 
lence in  Sunday-school  work.  In  other  words,  he  should  know  what 
he  has,  and  he  should  know  what  he  aught  to  have.  He  should  be 
thoroughly  familiar  with  advanced,  up-to-date  Sunday-school 
methods.  He  must  not  only  theoretically  know  the  Loyal  Army 
Plan,  but  he  should  know  how  to  organize  and  conduct  a  Loyal 
Army  School.  He  should  not  only  know  the  great  advantages  that 
the  Normal  course  of  study  gives  in  preparing  persons  to  teach,^  but 
he  should  be  a  normal  graduate,  knowing  the  course  by  individual 
effort.  More,  he  should  be  a  Normal  teacher,  able  and  qualified  to 
instruct  his  helpers  in  this  line  of  work.  He  should  have  a  thorough 
and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  Home  Department,  its  ad- 
vantages, and  especially  its  difficulties  and  how  to  overcome  them. 
He  should  have  a  knowledge  of  these  methods  if  he  does  not  already 
possess  it.  He  must  also  know  how  to  apply  these  methods  and  to 
persuade  others  to  use  them. 

But  over  and  above  all  the  county  president's  chief  work,  his  life, 
his  duty,  is  in  preparing  people  to  take  up  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  organized  Sunday-school  work  gladly,  voluntarily  and  enthusiastic- 
ally. It  makes  no  difference  how  perfect  a  machine  he  has,  how  com- 
plete his  list  of  officers,  how  perfect  his  list  of  the  best  methods,  if  he 
has  not  Christian  prayer  and  energy  behind  them.  He  will  find  as 
he  looks  for  workers  to  take  charge  of  this  complicated,  possibly  too 
complicated  machinery,  that  everybody  has  duties,  that  the  capable 
trained  workers  are  already  struggling  under  the  load  of  multiplied 
offices,  for  it  is  a  truth  that  in  every  branch  of  Christian_  service 
we  have  had  organization  multiplied  upon  organization  until  a  vast 
amount  of  the  vital  energy  of  the  church  is  expended  in  simply 
keeping  the  wheels  going.  The  county  president's  work  is  to  go 
into  this  field,  already  fully  occupied,  and  to  win  the  consent  and 
assent  of  the  choicest  workers  to  take  positions  under  him.  And, 
having  selected  them,  to  faithfully  prepare  them  to  practice  that 
wonderful  Christian  virtue,  "faithful  continuance  in  well-doing." 
No  one  can  do  this  who  does  not  first  love  the  work.  Then  he  must 
place  one  hand  in  the  hand  of  God's  love,  and  the  other  hand  in  the 
love  of  a  little  child.  He  must  not  only  have  the  power  and  ability 
to  organize,  the  executive  ability  as  we  call  it,  but  he  must  do  more. 
He  must  be  able  to  present  this  work,  not  only  by  his  words,  but  by 
the  way  he  does  it,  to  his  people,  so  that  they  will  become  ambitious 
to  do  it  as  he  does  it.  He  must  have  the  intuition  to  see  workers, 
successful  workers,  in  embryo,  to  take  talented  young  people  whom 
the  church  has  not  used,  and,  having  burned  into  them  this  love  for 
the  work,  this  zeal  and  enthusiasm  born  of  a  desire  to  bring  the  Word 
of  God  to  the  children,  and  train  them  to  effective  service.  In  short, 
the  work  of  the  county  president  is  to  become  a  leader  of  men.  There 
is  but  one  way  that  a  man  can  do  this.  It  must  be  this  man's  chief 
pursuit.  He  may  be  a  farmer,  a  merchant  or  a  doctor,  but  that  must 
be  to  furnish  material  for  his  hobby.  He  must  be  willing  and  able 
to  go  to  these  people,  not  once  or  twice,  but  over  and  over  again,  pa- 
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tiently  giving  them  these  lessons.  I  say  patiently  giving  them,  be- 
cause perhaps  the  chief  work  of  the  county  president  is  a  cultivation 
of  this  highest  of  virtues,  patience.  He  must  study  the  wonderful 
patience  of  the  Great  Teacher,  who  taught  the  same  lessons  over  and 
over  again,  to  scholars  dull,  forgetful,  indifferent  or  hostile.  The 
county  president  will  not  accomplish  his  work  in  a  year.  He  may 
spend  his  life  at  it,  and  then  leave  plenty  of  hard  work  to  his 
successor.  But  who  would  wish  a  position  that  is  limited?  Who 
would  wish  a  position  that  the  work  in  it  could  all  be  accomplished? 
Surely  no  one  who  is  qualified  for  the  position  of  county  president. 
It  ought  to  be  a  man  who  "relishes  a  task  for  its  bigness  and  greets 
hard  labor  with  fierce  joy." 


THE  COUNTY  SECRETARY'S  WORK. 
J.  P.  OvERHOLSER,   Whitesidc  County. 

The  Sunday-school  associations  in  different  counties  differ  some- 
what in  their  plan  of  organization.  I  will  speak  of  the  county  secre- 
tary and  his  duties  as  defined  in  the  Whiteside  Sunday-school  associ- 
ation. The  officers  of  this  association  are  a  president,  vice-president, 
recording  secretary,  three  district  secretaries  and  one  statistical  and 
financial  secretary. 

The  duty  of  the  recording  secretary  is  to  attend  and  keep  the 
record  of  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  association. 

Each  district  secretary  looks  after  the  interest  of  all  schools  in 
his  district,  visiting  and  aiding  the  schools,  planning  and  holding 
conventions  and  institutes;  also  assists  in  organizing  new  schools 
where  needed.  He  should  make  himself  familiar  with  the  work  in 
the  schools. 

The  statistical  and  financial  secretary  looks  after  the  finances  of 
the  county  association  and  gathers  statistics  from  the  schools  for  the 
county  and  state  reports. 

I  will  give  you  my  method  in  securing  reports  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  county  association. 

Every  secretary  in  this  conference  will  agree  with  me  that  the 
duties  of  the  secretary  are  easier  told  than  done.  Why  is  this  so? 
Because  we  have  some  school  superintendents  who  do  not  believe  in 
this  ''red  tape  business,"  as  they  call  it.  They  seem  satisfied  to  live 
as  did  their  fathers  fifty  years  ago,  when  the  ox-team  took  the  place 
of  the  mighty  engines  of  to-day.  This  class  of  superintendents, 
when  a  blank  for  report  is  sent  them  with  a  request  to  have  it  filled 
out  and  return  to  the  secretary  at  an  early  date,  will,  without  motion 
or  debate,  lay  the  report  not  on  the  table,  but  under  it.  I  do  not  let 
them  off  so  easy  as  that;  I  supply  myself  with  plenty  of  ammunition 
and  keep  up  a  continual  fire  until  the  careless  and  indifferent  super- 
intendent is  satisfied  that  I  am  after  a  report  from  his  school. 

In  the  eight  years  I  have  served  as  secretary  I  have  tried  several 
plans,  and  when  one  plan  fails  I  try  another. 

In  this,  as  in  other  things,  we  learn  a  great  deal  by  experimenting. 
I  have  a  plan  that  I  have  used  four  years,  which  has  brought  a  fresh 
report  from  every  Sunday-school   in  the   county.     Not  one  that  was 
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copied  from  last  year's  report  by  the  county  secretary,  but  ?i,  genuine 
fresh  report  signed  by  the  secretary  of  the  school. 

This  plan  is  not  one  which  will  lessen  the  county  secretary's  work, 
and  probably  will  not  be  adopted  by  the  secretary  who  becomes  tired 
very  easy.  The  method  is  this:  Eight  weeks  prior  to  the  meeting  of 
the  county  convention  I  mail  every  superintendent  in  the  county  a 
blank  for  his  report,  with  a  request  to  till  out  and  return  to  me  with- 
in fifteen  days.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  set  for  the  return  I 
mail  installment  No.  2,  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  such  schools  as 
have  not  already  reported,  requesting  the  secretary  to  call  the  super- 
intendent's attention  to  the  fact  that  the  county  secretary  would  like 
to  have  a  report  from  his  school;  again  requesting  a  return  in  not 
less  than  fifteen  days. 

This  second  letter  generally  brings  in  a  large  majority  of  the  re- 
ports. But  a  few  of  these  "  red-tape-don't-believe-in"  superintend- 
ents who  have  not  been  moved  to  tears  by  the  earnest  request  from 
the  secretary  need  a  third  dose.  Letter  No.  3  is  therefore  mailed  to 
the  preacher,  if  one  is  located  there,  if  not  it  is  addressed  to  a  wide- 
awake teacher  in  that  school,  informing  him  or  her  that  I  am  anxious 
to  have  the  report  of  their  school,  and  saying:  "Please  call  the  super- 
intendent's attention  to  this  fact  and  ask  him  to  have  the  report 
filled  out  and  returned  at  an  early  date." 

This  third  installment  is  as  much  as  the  ordinary  Sunday-school 
superintendent  can  stand.  It  begins  to  dawn  upon  his  mind  that  the 
only  way  he  can  get  rest  is  to  send  the  rej^ort.  The  widow  in  the 
parable,  on  account  of  her  importunity,  was  granted  her  request.  In 
like  manner  the  county  secretary  receives  his. 

This  plan  I  have  named  the  "Never-give-up-but-keep-at-it-until- 
you-get-it"  plan,  and  I  recommend  my  brother  secretaries  to  give  it  a 
trial. 

The  county  secretary  should  be  in  touch  with  every  county  and 
township  officer;  should  know  every  superintendent,  be  able  to  locate 
every  school,  and  be  ready  to  give  information  as  to  where  new 
schools  are  needed;  and  when  the  county  convention  meets  he  should 
be  on  hand  with  a  fresh  report  from  every  school  in  his  county.  He 
should  have  the  state  pledge  paid  in  full,  all  obligations  of  the 
county  organization  paid,  and  a  cash  balance  on  hand  for  the  new 
year. ' 

THE  COUNTY  TREASUKER'S  WORK. 

J.  D.  Hunter,  Edgar  Co. 

The  county  treasurer's  work  is  very  needful  to  make  a  successful 
county  in  this  State  Sunday-school  work.  I  have  found,  since  I  have 
been  treasurer  for  the  last  five  years,  that  people  will  pay  if  you  get 
at  them  in  the  right  way.  I  think  I  have  got  at  our  people  in  about 
the  best  w^ay ;  at  least,  I  have  induced  many  to  contribute.  In  our  county 
we  do  not  try  to  get  much  from  any  one  jjerson,  but  to  collect  smaller 
amounts  from  a  great  many.     This  gets  more  people  interested. 

It  is  well  to  have  a  thorough  system.  I  have  three  ways  in  our 
county:  First,  township  collections.  We  always  take  up  a  collec- 
tion at  our  township  conventions.     Second,  school  pledges  at  our 
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county  convention.  We  try  to  have  some  state  worker  with  us.  We 
have  had  Brother  Pearc'e  and  Brother  Jacobs  and  Mrs.  Lamoreaux. 
Brother  Miller  is  always  with  us  in  our  convention.  We  have  a 
splendid  secretary,  equal  to  the  one  to  whom  you  have  just  listened, 
and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal.  Before  the  close  of  our  convention, 
we  ask  for  pledges  from  the  schools,  whatever  they  feel  like  giving. 
We  copy  after  the  state  convention.  If  the  superintendent  is  there, 
we  ask  him  to  make  a  pledge,  and  if  he  is  not  there,  we  try  to  get 
some  member  of  the  school  to  make  a  pledge.  I  found  in  every  case, 
where  a  pledge  has  been  made,  it  has  always  been  paid.  Sometimes 
you  have  to  notify  them  more  than  once,  and  sometimes  it  is  neces- 
sary to  write  them  personal  letters.  Third,  We  ask  for  personal 
pledges  in  our  county  convention.  Different  members  of  the  school 
will  give  a  dollar,  or  two  dollars  or  perhaps  five  dollars,  and  it  all 
helps  to  secure  a  fund  that  is  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  county. 
In  our  county  we  have  seventy- five  schools. 

About  three  weeks  before  the  convention,  we  send  out  a  printed 
circular,  which  reads  as  follows: 

EDGAR  COUNTY  S.  S.  ASSOCIATION. 

County  Treasurer's  Announcement. 
Dear 


Superintendent School. 

The  County  S.  S.  Convention  is  Coming 

And  will  be  held  at  Paris  in  the  M.  S.  Church,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day, October  7th  and  8th,  1897. 

ABE   YOU    READY 

To  help  me  to  make  the  most  complete  financial  report  in  our  his- 
tory, even  to  surpass  that  wonderful  report  at  Paris  last  year,  which 
inspired  everybody.  Can  you  please  send  to  my  address  promptly  as 
possible  your 

SCHOOL  OFFERING 

That  our  financial  obligations  may  be  promptly  met  and  the  state 
pledge  be  paid  to  help  in  the  missionary  work  done  in  the  needy  por- 
tions of  our  State.     For  this  work,  there  were  school  and  personal 

PLEDGES 

Given  at  Paris  last  year  and  I  find  yours   was 

for  your  school.     Can  you  send  it  now? 

If  no  pledge  was  made,  can  you  kindly  make  your  offering  of 
as  you  have  in  former  years.  Will  you  please  pre- 
sent this  matter  before  your  school  not  later  than  September  26th, 
and  send  me  what  you  cheerfully  wish  to  contribute. 

We  are  expecting  the  most  successful  religious  and   instructive 
convention  ever  held  in  Edgar  County,  full  of  holy  zeal  and  enthusi- 
asm. Most  sincerely, 
G.  G.  Miller,  J.  D.  Hunter, 

Co.  President.  Co.   Treasurer. 
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A  successful  county  treasurer  must  have  his  work  on  his  heart, 
and  it  takes  work  to  produce  results.  It  is  well  to  let  people  know 
what  you  want.  Ask  for  a  definite  amount.  If  you  leave  it  to  them, 
probably  they  will  respond  with  fifty  cents  or  a  dollar,  whereas  if  you 
ask  for  two  dollars  they  will  generally  give  it,  and  let  them  know 
what  you  want  the  money  for.  A  great  many  people  do  not  know 
why  so  much  money  is  needed  for  county  expenses.  If  you  tell  them 
they  will  pay  more  willingly. 

In  oar  county  we  have  fifteen  townships  and  seventy-five  schools. 
Out  of  seventy-five  schools,  I  collected  from  sixty-nine.  Some  did 
not  pay  very  much,  but  they  paid  something,  and  we  had  several 
that  paid  personal  pledges.  The  total  receipts  from  our  collections 
last  year  was  $320.86.  Our  expense  was  254.14.  Our  county  pays 
$150  to  the  state  work.  "We  spent  a  little  over  $100  in  our  county 
for  various  things.  We  always  have  a  state  worker  with  us,  and 
sometimes  two.  We  had  Mrs.  Lamoreaux  with  us  last  year,  and  Mr. 
Willis,  the  president  of  the  Thirty-eighth  convention.  We  paid  their 
expenses  for  coming.  We  advertise  judiciously,  and  largely.  We 
have  printed  badges  for  the  delegates.  We  have  various  things  which 
necessitate  expense.  I  always  make  a  full  report  to  the  convention, 
and  always  ask  for  a  committee  to  audit  my  books,  to  see  how  much 
has  been  stolen  during  the  year.  Thus  we  know  whether  the  ac- 
counts have  been  kept  correctly  or  not.  Another  thing;  almost 
every  school  is  represented  and  this  is  the  only  time  they  know 
whether  their  schools  are  dead  or  not.  In  our  convention  we  always 
try  to  entertain  our  delegates  well,  and  make  them  feel  at  home,  and 
give  them  something  they  don't  have  every  day,  in  fact,  we  give 
them  a  feast  of  good  things  that  opens  their  hearts  and  pocket  books. 

COUNTY  NOEMAL  SUPERINTENDENT'S  WORK. 
Dr.  "W.  E.  Buxton,  Edwards  County. 

I  am  not  here  to  speak  of  the  Normal  Superintendent,  what  we 
want  is  work;  like  the  physician  treating  rheumatism  we  want  results. 
Most  any  one  can  order,  give  directions,  dose  and  rub,  but  the  man 
that  can  get  results  is  the  man  we  are  hunting  for. 

The  county  normal  superintendent  and  his  work  is  to  the  Sunday- 
school  workers  what  the  county  superintendent  of  public  instruction 
and  his  work  is  to  the  people.  Do  you  know  of  a  county  in  this  state 
without  a  superintendent  of  public  instruction?  If  you  do,  you  will 
there  find  a  county  that  can  do  without  the  Normal  work  and  the 
county  Normal  superintendent.  Both  will  lead  to  a  better  system 
of  methods  of  instruction  and  a  higher  plane  of  mental  activity, 
both  are  important,  both  should  be  essential,  the  times  demand  both. 

The  study  of  the  Normal  lessons,  or  in  other  words  the  natural 
study  of  the  Bible,  the  plain  way,  without  preconceived  opinion  is  to 
all  Christian  people  what  the  public  school  is  to  the  rich  and  poor 
child  alike.  The  one  may  eat  coarser  food,  or  wear  shabbier  clothes, 
or  dwell  in  a  smaller  house,  or  work  harder  than  the  other, 
still  their  eyes  shall  behold  the  same  glory  in  the  heavens.  Those  of 
different  opinions  in  studying  the  Sunday-school  and  Normal  lessons 
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together  are  drawn  nearer  each  other.  Through  the  earnest  study  of 
these  Bible  Normal  lessons,  we  learn  to  respect  the  Great  Text  Book. 
It  is  important  that  we  have  trained  teachers  in  the  public  schools, 
and  the  county  superintendent  knows  who  they  are.  It  is  just  as 
important,  and  I  say  more  important  to  have  teachers  taught  and 
trained  aright  for  teaching  the  Word  of  God.  Now  some  one  may 
say  that  Sunday-school  and  Normal  teachers  are  not  teaching  as  a 
struggle  for  bread.  True,  but  the  question  stands  boldly  out  just 
the  same,  that  normal  means  right  and  abnormal  means  wrong,  and 
the  fact  remains  that  normal  principles  and  right  methods  are  essen- 
tial to  the  best  Sunday-school  work. 

Then  arises  the  question,  Do  we  not  have  good  Sunday  schools  and 
teaching  without  Normal  lessons?  Yes,  we  have,  but  we  can  also 
cut  wheat  with  the  sickle  and  cradle  and  it  is  just  as  good  wheat 
what  there  is  of  it,  and  it  is  wheat  we  are  after;  but  we  should  cer- 
tainly use  the  best  means  at  command  for  reaping  and  garnering  the 
greatest  harvest. 

The  horse  that  is  driven  with  the  blind  bridle  or  blinkers  on,  sees 
only  what  is  in  front  of  him,  and  so  the  Sunday-school  teacher,  the 
physician  or  the  business  man,  who  wears  blinkers,  may  become 
narrowed  down  to  a  short  range  view  of  the  Bible  and  the  work  be- 
fore him.  Let  us  remove  the  blinkers  so  as  to  bring  the  Sunday- 
school  teacher  and  the  Normal  superintendent  into  full  view  of  his 
work. 

We  have  no  need  of  Normal  superintendents  who  are  so  careless 
and  indifferent  regarding  this  work  as  not  to  care  whether  it  goes  or 
not.     We  have  already  too  much  half- hearted  work. 

The  day  has  passed  when  we  orgi!,nize  Normal  and  Sunday-school 
work  without  meaning  business.  If  we  bring  children  into  this 
world,  we  should  see  to  it  that  they  are  cared  for. 

The  county  Normal  superintendent  is  elected  at  the  county  conven- 
tion with  the  other  officers,  and  every  nominating  committee  should 
have  instructions  from  the  county  president  or  from  some  one  who 
knows  the  importance  of  selecting  the  most  competent  man  for  the 
the  place.  The  man  selected  should  be  a  wide-awake,  all-round, 
up-to-date,  consecrated  Christian  Bible  student.  He  should  be  a 
leader  and  good  organizer,  and  a  man  that  knows  how  to  go  better 
than  to  send;  a  willing  worker  who  will  push  to  the  front;  a  person- 
al worker,  who  has  enthusiasm,  energy,  and  enterprise.  One  who 
knows  how  to  shake  hands  and  be  sociable;  one  who  is  spiritually 
minded,  broad  and  liberal,  and  will  stick  to  his  work.  Never  select 
a  man  out  of  kindness  or  courtesy,  but  select  theman  that  is  needed. 
After  his  election  he  should  have  the  recorded  facts  and  statistics  of 
all  Normal  work  previously  done  in  the  county.  By  this  means  he 
knows  where  classes  have  been  organized,  and  who  have  graduated 
and  taken  partial  courses,  he  can  survey  the  field  by  having  all  the 
facts  before  him,  he  knows  where  his  strong  helpers  are,  he  knows 
their  names,  he  knows  when  each  class  graduated  and  who  taught 
them,  he  knows  when  the  graduating  exercises  were  held  and  where, 
he  is  master  of  the  situation  of  Normal  work  in  his  county.  If  there 
is  no  record  of  this  work  previous  to  his  election,  he  should  procure 
a  suitable  blank  book  and  put  in  large  neat  letters  at  the  heading. 
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"Normal  Work  in  Knox  County,  D.  N.  Strain,  Superintendent  for 
1898." 

Tiien  get  as  correct  a  history  of  the  work  in  the  county  as  you  can 
and  record  it  in  this  booJj,  and  then  keep  a  correct  data  and  outline 
of  all  your  work — such  as  dates  of  meetings,  when  and  where  called  to 
give  a  Normal  lesson  or  to  explain  the  work,  date  of  organizing 
classes,  names  of  all  classes  and  teachers,  names  of  all  graduates,  and 
when  your  successor  is  elected.  You  may  have  this  book  of  facts 
and  God's  approval  to  hand  down  to  him  as  a  legacy,  and  not  have 
to  bequeath  to  your  successor  your  wonderful  indifference  and  care- 
lessness. 

Select  one  person  in  each  township  as  an  assistant  to  aid  you  in 
the  work,  and  through  correspondence  with  them  you  can  keep  the 
advance  Normal  work  before  the  people  of  your  county.  They  should 
be  thoroughly  posted  as  to  the  importance,  purpose,  plans  and  bene- 
fits of  Normal  work. 

Make  a  map  of  your  county  and  township,  know  every  district, 
know  how  many  schools  and  where.  After  making  a  thorough  can- 
vass of  the  county,  its  work  and  its  needs,  either  through  the  county 
paper  or  printed  circulars,  you  should  outline  the  future  work  and 
get  the  Sunday-school  and  the  Normal  work  awakened  by  placing 
the  facts  before  them.  You  should  find  the  places  where  Normal 
classes  are  most  needed,  and  either  you  or  your  assistants  arrange  for 
a  meeting — have  it  well  advertised  and  meet  them,  outline  the  work 
of  a  class,  its  benefits  to  the  members  and  the  school;  make  them 
understand  what  is  expected  of  them  when  they  join,  enroll  all  who 
are  willing  to  pursue  the  course.  Give  a  brief  Normal  lesson  and  or- 
ganize a  class  then  and  there.  Do  not  fail  to  impress  on  them  the 
value  of  these  lessons  and  that  study  means  something. 

If  no  suitable  person  can  be  found  to  teach,  the  Normal  superin- 
tendent or  the  assistant  should  if  possible  conduct  the  class  until  a 
teacher  can  be  procured. 

The  superintendent  should  visit  the  Normal  classes  as  often  as 
he  can — personal  contact  counts  for  much  in  Sunday-school  and  Nor- 
mal work.  I  stepped  from  my  buggy  one  day  upon  request  of  a  friend 
regarding  a  question  about  the  temple,  and  while  some  mill  hands 
were  looking  on  I  took  a  pencil  and  marked  out  in  the  dust  the  out- 
line of  the  temple  in  such  a  way  that  one  of  those  mill  hands  was 
awakened  to  Bible  study  as  he  never  was  before.  He  says  the  picture 
of  the  temple  in  the  dust  was  never  erased  from  his  mind.  Don't  he 
afraid  to  stoop,  it  will  strengthen  your  back. 

The  county  Normal  superintendent  should  especially  help  the 
weak  places.  When  you  meet  a  friend  from  some  distant  part  of  the 
county  have  something  of  importance  in  the  Normal  work  to  tell 
him,  make  him  feel  that  you  are  interested  in  Normal  work  and  he 
will  be  benefited  when  he  meets  you.  Learn  the  names  of  every 
township  officer  and  secure  their  co-operation  in  the  Normal  work. 
As  near  as  you  can  learn  the  superintendents  names  and  write  them 
occasionally  of  the  work.  Get  the  names  and  form  the  acquaintance 
of  as  many  of  the  ministers  as  you  can,  their  hearty  co-operation 
will  assist  you  a  great  deal — get  them  to  announce  the  Normal  lessons 
occasionally. 
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The  county  Normal  superintendent  should  occasionally  conduct 
the  quarterly  examinations  of  the  course  and  he  should  con- 
duct the  final  examinations.  The  superintendent  should  make 
preparations  beforehand  for  the  graduating  exercises  which  should 
be  made  a  service  of .  profit  and  pleasure;  two  or  more  graduating 
classes  may  join  on  this  occasion  and  make  it  a  feast  of  joy. 
The  program  should  be  arranged  with  Bible  readings,  drills  and 
music  as  best  suited  to  the  conditions.  The  superintendent  should 
see  that  even  the  weakest  members  graduate,  and  have  some  part  in  this 
public  exercise.  The  presentation  of  the  diplomas  from  the  state 
association  to  each  graduate,  should  be  done  by  the  superintendent 
or  some  minister  selected  for  that  purpose  and  should  be  made  an 
impressive  occasion.  The  public  honoring  and  rewarding  of  faithful 
work  stimulates  to  higher  impulses.  Faithful  study,  continuance  in 
well  doing,  perseverance  and  determination  to  succeed,  should  com- 
mand our  attention  always. 

The  county  Normal  superintendent  should  be  in  close  affiliation 
with  the  county  president  and  other  officers,  and  he  should  see  that  the 
Normal  work  has  an  important  place  on  the  program  for  the  county 
convention.  He  should  take  the  president's  chair  and  conduct  this 
part  of  the  program,  and  do  it  in  a  spirited,  winning  and  business- 
like way,  and  thus  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the 
county  that  the  Normal  work  is  an  absolute  necessity  in  order  to  better 
Sunday-school  teaching,  and  upon  all  workers  and  ministers,  that 
they  can  do  much  for  systematic  Bible  study  by  attending  and  helping 
in  these  Normal  lessons  at  township  and  county  conventions.  It  is 
in  the  Bible  institutes  and  township  conventions  that  we  reach  the 
people. 

The  Normal  superintendent  should  not  fail  to  see  that  the  old 
standards  and  old  methods  no  longer  serve.  The  teacher  must  move 
up  and  on  in  the  true  knowledge  of  God.  The  great  cry  is  not  for 
more  methods,  for  volumes  are  now  written  of  methods.  If  the 
superintendent  can  follow  the  example  of  Nehemiah  of  old,  and 
"gather  the  people  together,  men  and  women  and  children  and  the 
stranger  that  is  within  the  gates,  that  they  may  hear,  and  that  they 
may  learn  and  fear  the  Lord  your  God,  and  observe  to  do  all  the 
words  of  this  law,"  then  he  is  nearing  the  model  superintendent's 
mark. 

We  can  please  God  best  and  benefit  our  fellow  man  most  by  doing 
God's  work  in  God's  way  and  for  God's  glory. 


HOME  DEPARTMENT  WORK. 

C.  T,  Fkanks,  La  Salle  Co. 

Don't  undertake  to  be  a  Home  Department  superintendent  unless 
you  believe  in  the  work.  All  one  needs  to  believe  in  it,  is  to  study 
it.  Believing  in  the  work  and  undertaking  it,then  organize  in  every 
township,  in  every  village,  in  every  school,  as  far  as  possible.  My  own 
faith  in  this  work  has  been  such,  that  during  the  heat  of  last  August 
I  have  driven  twenty-five  miles  after  the  session  of  my  own  school,  in 
order   to   present   the  Home  Department  to  other  people.     If  yon 
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cannot  take  hold  of  the  work,  get  out  of  the  way.  In  this  army  of 
God,  we  ought  to  be  like  the  militia  men,  they  must  go  where  they 
are  ordered.  We  have  no  place  for  honorary  members  in  the  Sunday- 
school  army. 

I  will  give  you  an  experience  that  will  perhaps  convey  my  own 
idea  of  the  best  way  to  work.  A  week  ago  last  Sunday  I  went  down 
to  Putnam  County  to  attend  their  county  convention.  It  is  a  little 
county  with  three  townships  on  the  east  side  of  the  Illinois  river,  and 
one  on  the  west  side.  There  is  only  one  railroad  through  the  county. 
Our  meeting  was  for  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  it  rained  all  the  time. 
Not  a  great  many  people  came,  and  those  who  came  were  discouraged, 
and  wanted  to  give  the  meeting  up.  I  said,  "Xo,  I  came  down  here 
to  talk  Home  Department,  and  we  will  have  that  first.''  The  Home 
Department  work  appeals  to  the  people  when  I  present  it  to  them; 
this  work  proposes  to  take  to  every  person  in  the  community  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

There  is  one  class  of  people  which  I  have  not  heard  enumerated 
by  those  presenting  this  work  which  has  been  forced  upon  my  atten- 
tion. We  generally  speak  of  the  infirm,  the  hindered  and  indifferent. 
I  want  to  speak  just  a  minute  of  the  men  and  women  who  are  shut 
in  their  homes  to-day  because  of  sin.  I  don't  mean  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  out-breaking  sin,  I  mean  sin  repented  of:  sins  which  God 
has  forgiven,  but  sins  which  weigh  and  still  weigh  so  heavily  upon 
the  hearts  of  individuals  that  they  cannot  hold  up  their  heads  among 
their  fellow  men  as  they  once  did.  In  this  convention  of  Putnam, 
the  people  were  aroused  by  the  presentation  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. At  the  close,  I  said  to  the  pastor  of  the  church,  •'What  do 
you  think  of  this  work?''  He  said,  *'I  think  it  is  a  good  work."  I 
said,  '-'What  do  you  think  of  it  for  Putnam?"  '-'I  think  it  will  be  a 
good  thing/' and  at  the  close  of  the  session,  sis  bright,  intelligent 
young  people,  whose  hearts  had  been  stiiTed,  elected  a  president  and 
secretary,  and  appointed  a  place  of  meeting  for  the  next  week,  and 
on  the  following  morning,  wrote  Brother  W.  B.  Jacobs  for  supplies. 

In  the  church  which  we  occupy  with  our  main  convention,  there 
worships  a  man  for  whom  I  have  the  most  profound  respect,  Pkesi- 
DEXT  FiXDLAT,  of  Kuox  College.  I  heard  him  say  a  few  years  ago 
that  he  owed  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Christian  man  to  the  teaching  of 
a  little,  delicate  woman  who  taught  a  class  in  his  home  church,  of 
fifteen  or  sixteen  boys.  This  woman  had  gone  to  heaven  before  she 
knew  she  had  impressed  John  Findlay  as  she  had.  I  think  of  this 
man  as  he  comes  in  contact  with  so  many  young  people,  shaping 
their  destinies.  It  will  be  grand  to  look  back  over  such  a  life,  and  I 
think  of  the  joy  it  must  bring  to  that  little  delicate  woman  to  realize 
that  this  man  Findlay  has  grandly  influenced  so  many  lives. 


In  the  convention  proper.  Prof.  Excell  conducted  an  inspiring 
praise  service  at  9  o'clock. 

At  9:30  President  Farson  took  the  chair,  and  the  pastors  of  the 
local  churches  present  were  invited  to  take  seats  on  the  platform  at 
each  session. 
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"How  Gentle  God's  Commands,"  was  sung. 

Rev.  E.  S.  Stuck er  was  then  introduced,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

THE  SPIRITUAL  TEACHER. 

REV.  E.  S.  STUCKER. 

Second  only  to  preaching  in  the  church  is  the  importance  of 
teaching  in  the  Sunday-school.  The  Sunday-school  of  to-day  is 
exerting  an  influence  on  the  individual,  home  and  national  life  that 
cannot  be  measured.  There  are  to-day  in  the  United  States  fully 
one  million  persons  engaged  as  teachers,  while  no  less  than  twelve 
million  are  enrolled  in  our  Sunday-schools.  How  important  then  that 
we  have  a  right  conception  of  the  character  and  work  of  the  teacher. 
Let  us  consider  the  personality,  purpose  and  power  of  the  spiritual 
teacher. 

I.       HIS  PERSONALITY. 

Who  the  teacher  is,  is  more  important  than  what  he  does  or 
how  he  does  it.  The  spiritual  teacher  is  a  Christian,  called  and 
consecrated. 

1.  He  is  a  Christian  teacher.  There  have  been  good  men  who 
were  not  Christians  who  taught  in  the  Sunday-school.  There  may 
be  rare  cases  where  a  sufficient  number  of  others  cannot  be  secured, 
as  in  the  country  and  on  the  frontier,  when  a  person  of  good  char- 
acter may  temporarily  at  least  be  engaged  as  a  teacher,  even  though 
he  is  not  a  Christian.  In  general  we  urge  that  the  Bible  should  be 
taught  by  a  Christian.  Certain  it  If  that  the  spiritual  teacher  must 
first  of  all  be  a  Christian  teacher. 

2.  He  is  a  called  teacher.  He  has  the  general  command  of  Christ 
to  teach  the  gospel.  He  sees  also  the  need  of  the  souls  about  him. 
These  in  a  sense  constitute  a  call  to  every  Christian,  but  in  addition 
to  these  he  has  personally  felt  the  call  of  God  to  became  a  teacher. 
The  still  small  voice  has  reached  his  heart,  and  he  is  set  apart  for 
specific  Christian  service.  The  Bible  has  much  to  say  on  teaching, 
but  all  are  not  specially  called  to  teach.  Goodness  is  not  in  itself 
sufficient.  God  calls  servants  to  suit  the  service.  There  must  be 
first  natural  ability,  which  means  that  one  is  "apt  to  teach  "  (1  Tim. 
3:2).  To  this  natural  ability  the  called  teacher  will  add  acquired 
ability  (1  Tim.  2:15). 

3.  He  is  a  consecrated  teacher.  By  this  I  mean  that  he  has  in 
answer  to  the  call  yielded  himself  to  God  (Rom.  0:13).  He  has  pre- 
sented himself  to  God  a  living  sacrifice  ready  for  suffering  or  service 
(Rom.  12:1,  2),  Consecration  means  negatively  the  surrender  of 
one's  own  will,  and  positively,  the  acceptance  of  God's  will  instead. 
A  called  man  is  asked  to  do  a  certain  work.  A  consecrated  man  is 
ready  to  do  any  work.  He  who  is  not  willing  to  perform  any  service 
for  God  is  not  ready  to  do  a  particular  work  for  him.  "Not  my  will" 
is  negative;  "but  thine"  is  positive.  Consecration  means  first  a  vol- 
untary surrender  of  our  wills,  and  secondly,  active  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God. 

Jesus  was  such  a  teacher.     He  was   "sent  from  God."     "I  came 
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down  from  heaven  not  to  do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of  Him  who 
sent  me"  (John  6:38).  **My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent 
me."  (John  4:34).  "Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  will,  Oh  God"  (Heb. 
10:7).  "I  do  always  the  things  which  please  the  Father"  (John 
8:39).  "I  lay  down  my  life."  "This  commandment  have  I  received 
from  my  Father."  "Even  Christ  pleased  not  himself  "  (Eom.  15:8) 
but  said:  "Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done."  Paul  too  was  such  a 
teacher.  Wherever  he  went  he  desired  to  "impart  some  spiritual 
gift"  (Rom.  1:11).  Though  free  from  all  men  he  gladly  put  himself 
under  bondage  to  all  that  he  might  gain  the  more.  To  the  Jews  he 
became  a  Jew  that  he  might  gain  the  Jews.  Indeed  he  became  all 
things  to  all  men.  This  he  did  for  the  gospel^s  sake  that  his  hearers 
might  be  partakers  with  him  of  the  things  of  God  (1  Cor.  9:19-23). 
What  Jesus  did  and  what  Paul  did  we  as  teachers  to-day  ought 
to  do. 

II.      HIS    PUEPOSE. 

This  in  a  word  is  the  same  as  the  purpose  of  Jesus.  "I  have 
come,"  said  he,  "that  ye  might  have  life,  and  that  ye  might  have  it 
more  abundantly."  The  supreme  purpose  of  Christianity,  and  there- 
fore of  Christian  teachers,  is  one  with  the  purpose  of  God  declared 
in  the  beginning,  repeated  at  Sinai  and  emphasized  at  Calvary, 
namely,  that  man  should  be  made  in  the  image  and  glory  of  God. 
The  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  man  is  but  another  expression  of  the 
incarnation.  Man  should  be  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,  an  expres- 
sion of  the  holy  and  gracious  nature  of  God.  The  child  should  be 
perfect  as  his  Heavenly  Father  is  perfect,  being  "a  partaker  of  his 
holiness."  This  life,  which  is  the  gift  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ, 
is  at  once  jDersonal,  spiritual,  divine,  perfect  and  eternal.  More  than 
this  it  is  capable  of  being  communicated.  Jesus  said:  "The  words 
that  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit  and  they  are  life."  This  word 
is  the  seed  that  bursts  into  life  through  contact  at  once  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  the  soul  of  man.  As  "the  Word  became  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us"  in  the  life  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  so  the  Word  should 
become  flesh  in  the  life  of  the  Christian.  Through  the  gospel  spirit- 
ual "babes  in  Christ"  are  begotten.  This  is  the  expression  of  the 
apostle  Peter.  Paul  himself  spoke  of  begetting  children  in  the  gos- 
pel. The  babe  in  Christ  grows  until  he  becomes,  to  use  Paul's 
expression,  "a  man  in  Christ."  From  the  beginning  in  regeneration 
"that  which  is  born  of  God"  and  which  "sinneth  not"  grows  until 
that  particular  personal  expression  of  God  shall  be  fully  conformed 
to  the  likeness  of  him  who  is  the  first  born  among  many  brethren. 
(Rom.  8  and  other  Scriptures.) 

.  May  we  not  then  be  so  filled  with  the  Spirit  and  truth  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  that  the  words  which  we  speak  in  His  name,  and  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  may  become  spirit  and  life  to  those  who  hear?  If  we  have  not 
this  life  in  us  as  in  a  fountain,  we  may  at  least  be  the  channel 
between  the  fountain  and  the  one  who  needs  the  water  of  life.  The 
salvation  of  Jesus,  through  the  Spirit,  is  to  be  in  us  as  "a  well  of 
water"  springing  up  and  over  flowing  into  everlasting  life  for  those 
who  are  thus  permitted  to  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good.  We 
ought  to  seek  such  a  fullness  of  this  life  that  we  could  say  with  the 
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Psalmist,  "My  cup  runnetli  over."  ''As  the  Father  hath  life  in  him- 
self so  hath  he  given  to  the  Sou  to  have  life  in  himself."  As  the  Son 
has  life  in  himself  may  he  not  give  to  the  Cliristiau  to  have  life  in 
himself,  and  may  not  the  Christian  be  the  channel  of  communication 
through  which  the  sinner  may  come  also  in  the  possession  of  this 
life.  Various  figures  are  used  in  the  New  Testament  by  the  various 
teachers,  but  the  purpose  is  ever  the  same.  Christ,  and  all  who  have 
rightly  followed  him  have  come  to  the  people  of  the  world  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly.  The 
communication  and  development  of  this  life  in  those  taught  is,  and 
always  should  be,  the  one  controlling  and  supreme  purpose  of  the 
spiritual  teacher. 

III.     HIS  power. 

Three  sources  of  power  for  service  should  be  especially  emphasized, 
viz:  the  power  of  the  Word,  the  power  of  the  Spirit  and  the  power  of 
Prayer.  The  spiritual  teacher  will  "search  the  Scriptures;"  (John 
5:39)  "be  filled  with  the  spirit"  (Eph.  5:18)  and  "continue  in 
prayer"  (Col.  4:2). 

1.  Search  the  Scriptures.  Lay  up  these  my  words  in  your 
heart  and  in  your  soul"  (Deut.  11:18).  How  much  we  need  God's 
words  in  our  hearts.  They  are  able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation, 
(1  Tim.  3:15)  and  to  save  our  souls  (Jas.  1:21).  Through  them  were 
we  born  into  the  spiritual  life  (1  Pet.  1:23;  Jas.  1:18)  being  by  these 
made  partaicers  of  tiie  divine  nature  (2  Pet.  1:4).  "Faith  cometh  by 
hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  Word  of  God"  (llom.  10:17).  God's 
Word  is  written  that  we  might  believe,  and  believing  have  life  (John 
20:31).  Christ  bids  his  disciples  search  in  all  the  Scriptures  the 
things  concerning  himself,  for,  said  he,  "They  testify  of  me" 
(John  5:39).  "If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples 
indeed"  (John  8:31).  Through  the  Word  of  God  he  would  have  us 
sanctified  (John  17:17;  Eph.  5:26).  His  word  is  likened  unto  fire 
that  purifies  the  metal,  and  to  the  hammer  that  breaks  the  rock  in 
pieces  (Jer.  23:29).  By  it  sin  is  revealed.  Mr.  Jacobs  likens  it  unto 
a  microscope.  "All  things  are  naked  and  opened  unto  the  eyes  of 
Him  with  whom  we  have  to  do"  (Heb.  4:13).  When  men  hear  the 
Word  they  are  pricked  in  their  hearts  (Acts  2:37;  7:54).  The  sword 
of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of  God  (Eph.  6:17)  is  able  to  open 
hearts  that  are  closed  against  God.  Indeed  this  Word  is  quick  and 
powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing  even  to 
the  dividing  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is 
a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart  (Heb.  6:2).  The 
law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  not  only  convincing  but  converting  the 
soul  (Psalm  19:7).  The  gospel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
(Rom.  1:16).  When  mixed  with  faith  (Heb.  4:2)  the  entrance  of 
God's  Word  giveth  light  (Psalm  119)  and  rejoices  the  heart  (Psalm 
19).  All  who  are  not  blinded  by  the  god  of  this  world  may  receive 
the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ  who  is  the  image  of  God 
(2  Cor.  4:4,  9).  It  is  to  such  a  savor  of  life  unto  life  though  to  others 
of  death  unto  death  (2  Cor.  2:16).  We  are  to  present  it  to  all.  The 
truth  we  teach  in  Jesus'  name  will  be  the  means  of  saying  some,  while 
in  the  case  of  others,  it  will  be  a  ground  of  condemnation  and  a  vin- 
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dication  of  God's  justice  and  mercy  at  the  judgment  day.  "We  are  to 
proclaim  both  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord  and  the  day  of  ven- 
geance of  our  God  (Isa.  61:2).  In  no  case  will  the  truth  fail  to 
accomplish  God's  purpose.  '"For  as  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the 
snow  from  heaven,  and  watereth  the  earth  and  maketh  it  bring  forth 
and  bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower  and  bread  to  the  eater:  so 
shall  my  Word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth;  it  shall  not 
return  unto  me  void,  but  shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please  and  it 
shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it"  (Isa.  55:10).  Again  he 
says:  "My  doctrine  shall  drop  as  the  rain,  my  speech  shall  distil  as 
the  dew,  as  the  small  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  and  as  the  showers 
upon  the  grass  (Deut.  32:2).  The  same  rain  and  sun  that  gives 
moisture  can  also  harden.  Let  us  pray  that  the  Word  we  sow  may  be 
used  to  bring  forth  the  fruit  of  righteousness  in  those  who  hear  and 
glorify  the  God  of  truth  who  giveth  the  iucrease. 

If,  then,  we  are  to  teach  and  admonish,  we  must  let  the  Word  of 
God  dwell  in  us  richly  in  all  wisdom  (Col.  3:16).  Like  the  Pharisees, 
I  fear,  we  often  err  because  we  know  not  the  Scriptures  (Mk.  12:24). 
Every  one  instructed  in  the  kingdom  of  God  is  like  a  householder 
who  brings  forth  out  of  his  treasures  things  new  and  old  (Matt. 
13:52).  It  should  be  our  meat  and  drink  continually.  Like  Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel  and  the  apostle  John,  we  should  eat  the  Word.  Young 
Christians  should  desire  it  as  new  born  babes  desire  the  milk  which 
alone  can  satisfy  their  tiunger  and  cause  them  to  grow  (1  Pet.  2:2). 
The  Psalmist  asks,  ''How  sweet  are  thy  words  to  my  taste?"  and  then 
answers,  "Sweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth"  (Psalm  119:103).  He 
was  able  to  say,  "I  have  more  understanding  than  all  my  teachers, 
for  thy  testimonies  are  my  meditation"  (Psalm  119:99).  Job 
esteemed  the  Word  more  than  his  necessary  food  (23:12). 

Let  us  remember  that  all  Scripture  is  given  by  insj)iration  of  God, 
and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction  and  for 
instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect, 
thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works  (2  Tim.  3:16). 

Every  Bible  teacher  should  have  at  least  a  few  helps  to  Bible 
study,  such  as  a  Bible  Dictionary  (Smith's  87c.,  postpaid)  a  Bible 
Text  Book  (Inglis  SI. 65,  Torrey  28c.  joostpaid)  and  a  good  Concord- 
ance (Youngs  $4.25,  Crudens  95c.  postpaid).  A  familiarity  with 
the  Bible  as  a  whole  is  all  important  in  studying  and  teaching  a 
special  Scripture  such  as  may  be  selected  for  the  Sunday-school 
lessons.  "Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God  a  workman  that 
needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  Word  of  truth" 
(2  Tim.  2:15).  The  spiritual  teacher  should  be  filled  with  the  Word 
of  God. 

2.  Be  filled  with  the  Spirit.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  God's  per- 
sonal expression  of  himself  to,  in  and  through  the  believer.  At 
Calvary  we  receive  peace;  at  Pentecost  we  receive  power.  "My 
peace  I  give  unto  you;  let  not  your  heart  be  troubled."  This  means 
salvation.  "But  ye  shall  receive  power  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  has 
come  upon  you."  This  means  service.  Having  been  crucified  and 
buried  with  Christ  we  are  quickened  and  raised  with  him.  Dead  now 
to  the  world,  we  are  alive  unto  God  (Eom.  6).  The  resurrection  life 
is  beyond  Gethsemane  and  Calvary.     If  the  passover  brought  pardon 
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(1  Cor.  5:7)  the  Pentecost  brought  power.  How  we  need  this  power 
in  our  work  to-day.  How  lielpless  we  are  without  the  personal  Spirit 
of  God  in  us.  We  need  power  to  overcome  self,  sin  and  the  world; 
power  to  resist  the  devil,  to  draw  nigh  to  God,  to  live  a  holy  life; 
power  to  witness,  to  endure,  to  suffer;  power  to  love,  to  learn,  to 
labor.  Christ  has  "all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth"  and  offers  to 
fill  us  to  the  limit  of  our  willingness  and  capacity  to  receive.  More 
willing  is  God  to  give  the  Holy  Ghost  to  them  that  ask  him  than 
earthly  parents  are  to  give  good  gifts  to  their  children  (Luke  11:13). 
We  need  only  to  meet  the  conditions.  The  disciples  received  "the 
promise  of  the  Father"  and  waited  before  God  for  the  Spirit.  "They 
continued  with  one  accord  in  prayer  and  supplication"  and  "when 
the  day  of  Pentecost  was  fully  come  they  were  all  with  one  accord  in 
one  place"  and  the  Spirit  came.  Again  on  another  day  "when 
they  had  prayed,  the  place  was  shaken  where  they  were  assembled  to- 
gether and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  (Acts  1:2). 
We  have  the  promise  of  the  Spirit  "through  faith"  (Gal.  3:14)  and 
are  assured  also  that  God  gives  the  Holy  Ghost  "to  them  that  obey 
him"  (Acts  5:32).     We  should  then  ask,  believe,  obey. 

The  Spirit  will  show  us  Christ  and  by  him  we  shall  know  that 
"Jesus  is  the  Lord"  (John  15:20;  1  Cor.  12:3).  He  himself  will 
dwell  in  us  (Rom.  8:9;  1  Cor.  3:16;  G:19).  He  will  lead  us  if  we 
are  "the  sons  of  God"  (Rom.  8:14;  see  Acts  13:2-4;  16:6,  7),  and  he 
"beareth  witness  with  our  spirits  that  we  are  the  cliildren  of  God" 
(Rom.  8:16).  He  will  fill  the  tree  of  our  lives  with  such  fruit  as 
"love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  faith,  meekness,  tem- 
perance" (Gal.  5:22,  23).  Through  us  he  will  always  and 
everywhere  magnify  and  glorify  Christ.  He  shall  not  take 
of  the  things  of  himself,  but  of  the  things  of  Christ.  He 
will  bring  Christ's  words  to  our  remembrance  (John  14:26). 
That  nature  which  in  John  the  Baptist  was  willing  to  rejoice  at 
the  popularity  of  the  bridegroom  was  none  other  than  the 
nature  with  which  he  was  filled  from  his  mother's  womb  (Luke 
1:15).  The  Spirit  does  not  even  take  on  himself  the  form  of  a 
servant.  He  would  not  have  us  preach  him,  but  Jesus.  As  Jesus 
always  sought  to  call  attention  to  the  Father  so  the  Spirit  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  Son.  It  is  the  Christian's  privilege  to  be  "taught  of 
God."  "Ye  need  not  that  any  man  should  teach  you"  so  much  as 
you  need  that  truth  "which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth."  (2  Cor.  2:13). 
Spiritual  things  are  spiritually  discerned  (1  Cor.  2:10-14).  Through 
the  truth  he  will  form  Christ  in  us.  He  will,  through  us,  impart 
divine  truth  and  life  to  others  (1  Cor.  2:1-5).  If  filled  with  Him  our 
gospel  will  come  to  those  we  teach,"  not  in  word  only,  but  also  in 
power  (1  Thes.  1:5).  He  will  use  our  message  to  convict  the  hearer 
of  sin,  righteousness  and  judgment  (John  16:8-11).  Think  how 
much  He  means  to  us.  He  is  called  the  Spirit  of  grace,  of  faith,  of 
adoption,  truth,  prayer,  judgment,  holiness,  power  and  glory.  This 
Spirit  God  desires  to  give  to  us  abundantly  and  without  measure. 

Imagine  a  sword  highly  tempered,  two-edged,  sharp  pointed,  per- 
fect in  every  particular,  but  without  a  hand  or  personality  back  of  it 
while  it  is  pointed  toward  the  enemy.  Imagine  again  a  case  knife 
that  is  pointless,  dull  and   rusty,  but   in  the   hand  of  a  man  with  a 
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strong  arm  and  great  determination.  Which  will  the  enemy  most 
fear?  The  poorer  instrument  with  a  strong  personality  back  of  it  is 
far  superior  to  a  better  instrument  undertaking  to  use  itself.  I 
would  rather  be  a  so-called  little  teacher  with  God  back  of  me  than  a 
great  teacher  undertaking  to  use  myself.  "Take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit 
from  me,  then  will  I  teach  transgressors  thy  way  and  sinners  shall  be 
converted  unto  thee"  (Psa.  51:11,  13). 

3.     Continue  in  prayer. 

"Prayer  is  the  soul's  sincere  desire 
Unuttered  or  expressed." 

Through  his  Word  God  speaks  to  us,  through  prayer  we  speak  to 
him.  Surely  the  teacher  has  need  of  the  power  that  comes  through 
a  i^rayerful  life.  To  succeed  he  must  realize  that  his  sufficiency  is  of 
God  and  that  he  is  a  co-worker  together  with  God,  (2  Cor.  4:5;  6:1). 
The  spiritual  teacher  will  "seek  the  Lord  and  his  strength"  and  will 
"seek  his  face  continually."  (1  Chron.  16:11;  Psa.  105:4).  James 
declares  that  we  have  not  because  we  ask  not,  or  because  in  asking 
we  ask  amiss  that  we  may  consume  the  blessing  on  onr  own  selfish 
desires  (Jas.  4:2,  3).  We  ask,  "Why  have  I  no  power?"  The  holy 
Spirit,  through  James  replies,  "Ye  have  not  because  ye  ask  not." 
"Why  do  I  not  see  my  class  coming  to  Christ?"  "Ye  have  not  be- 
cause ye  ask  not."  The  early  church  had  many  converts.  "Daily  in 
the  temple  and  from  house  to  house  they  ceased  not  to  teach  and  to 
preach  Jesus  Christ"  (Acts  5:42)  but  also  "continued  in  prayer." 
The  apostles  gave  themselves  to  prayer  and  the  ministry  of  the  Word 
(Acts  6:4).  "They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  renew  their  strength." 
God  has  what  we  want  and  bids  us  ask  that  we  may  receive.  He 
says  to  us  as  to  Solomon:  "Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee  (1  King  3:5). 
This  is  the  first  essential  in  prayer.  Think  of  what  you  need,  then 
go  to  God  and  ask  him  for  a  supply  to  meet  that  need.  "Ask  and 
ye  shall  receive"  (John  16:24;  Matt.  7:7).  Jesus  said  so.  God  has 
promised  that  while  you  are  yet  speaking  he  will  hear,  (Isa.  65:24). 
Often  yon  will  need  to  be  entirely  alone  with  God  and  "pray  to  Thy 
Father  which  is  in  secret."  Mr.  Jacobs  tells  of  his  experience  in  the 
inner  room  with  the  long  distance  telephone.  We  men  need  to  get 
away  from  the  noise  and  temptation  of  this  world  in  order  to  reach 
God  through  prayer. 

Be  sure  that  you  fail  not  in  asking,  but  we  are  told  in  the  second 
place  that  we  must  "ask  in  faith"  (Jas.  1:6).  "He  that  cometh  to 
God  must  believe  that  he  is  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them  that 
diligently  seek  him."  Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  him, 
(Heb.  11:6).  The  promise  is  that  "every  one  that  asketh  receiveth" 
(Luke  11:10).  Jesus  says  "if  ye  ask  anything  in  my  name" — that  is 
in  my  spirit  and  with  my  purpose — "it  shall  be  done  unto  you," 
(John  14:14).  This  then  is  "the  confidence  we  have  in  him,  that  if 
we  ask  anything  according  to  his  will  heheareth  us"  (1  John  5:14.) 
The  Spirit  will  help  us  in  our  infirmities  to  knowhis  will  for  we  know 
not  what  things  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ought,  but  the  Spirit  Him- 
self maketh  intercession  for  us  with  groanings  that  cannot  be  ut- 
tered (Rom.  8:26,  27).     We  should   wait  upon  the  Spirit   in  prayer. 
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God  should  have  a  chance  to  talk  back.  Prayer  is  communion  with 
God.  It  is  like  looking  up  into  his  face  and  talking  with  him  as 
Jesus  did.  Again  he  says  "what  things  soever  ye  desire  when  ye 
pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye  shall  have  them  (Mark 
1 1:^34). 

Prayer  also  involves  obedience.  What  we  seek  we  receive  because 
we  keep  his  commandments  and  do  those  things  which  please  him, 
(1  John  3:22).  Jesus  could  say  *'thou  hearest  me  always"  because  he 
had  said  "I  delight  to  do  thy  will"  and  "I  do  always  the  things 
which  please  the  father."  We  must  do  the  will  of  God  as  it  is  made 
known  to  us.  We  receive  knowledge  and  power  not  to  be  stored  up, 
but  as  needed  and  used.     Ask,  believe,  obey. 

Through  prayer  we  forget  the  world  and  draw  nigh  to  God.  In 
prayer  God  draws  nigh  to  us.  It  was  when  praying  that  Isaiah 
wa,s  called  to  special  service  (ch.  6).  God  meets  us  face  to  face  on 
this  holy  ground  of  prayer  and  finding  us  willing  to  do  his  will  makes 
that  will  known  and  grants  us  power  with  which  to  execute  it. 
Prayer  keeps  us  from  temptations.  "Pray,"  said  Jesus,  "that  ye 
enter  not  into  temptation  (Matt.  26:41).  Instead  of  praying  the 
disciples  slept  and  were  later  overcome  by  the  enemy.  Jesus  con- 
tinued in  prayer  and  won  the  victory.  God's  messengers  strengthened 
him  while  he  prayed  and  enabled  him  to  face  the  cross  and  the  tomb, 
by  the  way  of  which  he  should  reach  the  throne  of  God  and  be  seated 
at  his  right  hand.  Through  prayer  we  gain  the  wisdom  needed.  "If 
any  man  lack  wisdom  let  him  ask  of  God  who  giveth  to  all  men  lib- 
erally and  upbraideth  not  and  it  shall  be  given  him  (Jas.  1:5).  The 
spiritual  teacher  should  "pray  without  ceasing"  (1  Thes.  5:17). 
"Continue  in  prayer  and  watch  in  the  same,  with  thanksgiving  (Col. 
4:2).  "The  Lord  our  God  be  with  us  as  he  was  with  our  fathers. 
Let  him  not  leave  us  nor  forsake  us  that  we  may  incline  our  hearts 
unto  him  and  walk  in  all  his  ways  and  to  keep  his  commandments, 
and  his  statutes,  and  his  judgments  which  he  commanded  our  fathers, 
that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  may  know  the  Lord  our  God  is  good 
and  that  there  is  none  else"  (1  Kings  8:57,  58,  60). 

The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Kansas  Sunday- 
school  Association: 

Abilene,  Kansas,  May  10,  '98. 

B.  F.  Jacobs,    Chairman   of    Executive   Committee,   Galesbnrg. 
Kansas   Sunday-school    workers   in   convention    assembled   send 
hearty  greetings,  read  Ephesians  G  :  23-24.  M.  Mohler. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rearick,  of  Ashland,  duly  seconded  and  car- 
ried, the  president  was  directed  to  return  an  appropriate  answer  to 
the  Kansas  workers  by  wire. 

The  President:  I  believe  the  Treasurer's  Report  is  one  of  the 
most  important  numbers  on  our  program.  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
presenting  your  competent  and  faithful  treasurer,  Mr.  Hare. 

The  printed  copies  of  the  Treasurer's  Report  were  distributed  to 
the  delegates,  and  Mr.  Hare  read  the  same  as  follows: 
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KEPORT   OF  TREASURER. 

R.  W.  Hare,  Treasurer,  in  accH  with  Illinois  State  S.  S.  Association. 

L  Dist.     Cook  County 1010  00 

Sixth  Presb.  Church 101  00 

L.  Mc Williams 100  00 

John  Farson 75  00 

T.  B.  Blackstone 50  00 

Thoma;s  Templeton  50  00 

B.  F.  Jacobs 50  00 

W.  B.  Jacobs 50  00 

W.  C.  Pearce 25  00 

F.  A.  Wells. 25  00 

E.Buckingham 35  00 

John  Benham 25  00 

R.  E.  Brownell 25  00 

G.  W.  Barnett 25  00 

R.  W.  Hare 25  00 

H.  L.  Parmelee 25  00 

T.  J.  Bolger 31  00 

L.  T.  Woodcock 25  00 

N.    M.  Jones 25  00 

Dr.  W.  E.  Quine 25  00 

A.  C.  Bartlett 25  00 

J.  F.  Rumsey 25  00 

Wm.  A.  Fuller 25  00 

William  Deering 20  00 

Miss  Mary  I.  Bragg 15  00 

J.  A.  Burhans 15  00 

Burr  Mission  Sunday-school  15  00 

H.  R,  Clissold 15  00 

Joseph  B.  Earl 10  00 

S.  P.   Parmly 10  00 

Dr.  E.  M.  Reading 10  00 

J.  H.  Smith  10  00 

J.  W.  Brooks,  Jr 10  00 

Miss  Elizabeth  Skinner 10  00 

I.  R.  Jeflfers 10  00 

Hon.  Calvin  DeWolf 10  00 

Louis  Boisot 10  00 

T.  L.  Haines 10  00 

Chas.  Ailing,  Jr. . .    10  00 

Miss  Lydia  Snyder 5  00 

Central  Park  Presbyterian  S.  S 5  00 

E.  S.  Ransom 5  00 

A.  T.  Arnold 5  00 

C.  S.  Hutchins 5  00 

James  Cragmile 5  00 

Timothy  Nash 5  00 

J.  J.  Bateson 5  00 

Clarence  D.  Fuller 5  00 

Rev.  C.  K.  Powell 5  00 

John  P.  Ahrens 5  00 

Rev.  D.  C.  Milner 5  00 

Miss  A.  A.  Weir 2  00 

C.  W.  Pomeroy 2  00 

Miss  M.  K.  Collins 2  00 

J.  K.  Stearns 2  00 

Miss  Gertrude  Roberts 1  00 

2,126  00 

DuPage 50  00 
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Grundy 55  00 

Institute 8  78 

Mrs.  Mary  Eldred 5  00 


67  00 


68  78 

Lake 50  00 

Institute 15  00 

Miss  Mae  Simpson 2  00 

WiU 23  96 

Henry  H.  Berry 2  00 

25  96 

Total  1st  District 2:537  74 

2  Dist.     Boone 55  00 

De  Kalb 71  68 

Institute..    24  32 

J.N.Bedford 5  00 

Sliabbona  Cong.  S.  S.  Chil.  Day  Col. . .  12  25 


Kane 120  00 

Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell ,  5  00 

]Mrs.  K.  A.  Burnell 5  00 

Kendall 50  00 

Institute 18  83 

McHenry 60  00 

Institute 7  86 


113  25 

130  00 

68  83 
67  86 


Winnebago l'J5  00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Burlingame 5  00 

Miss  L.  Williams 5  00 

O.  R.  Brouse 5  00 

140  00 

Total  2d  District 574  94 


3  Dist.    Carroll    

Institute. 


Jo  Daviess 

Lee 

Ogle 

Stephenson 125  00 

Institute 11  17 

S.  L.  Reamer 3  00 


55  00 

26  80 

. 

81  80 

50  00 

70  51 

83  00 

139  17 


Whiteside 125  00 

II.  W.  Hanson 5  00 

Alex.  Anderson 25  00 

155  00 

Total  3d  District 579  48 

4  Dist.     Henry 50  00 

H.  T.  Lay 50  00 

Rev.  0.  A.  Moore 5  00 

105  00 

Knox 50  00 

Mercer 75  00 

Mission  Work 36  00 


111  00 

Bock  Island 100  00 

Stark 50  00 


Mrs.  E.  McKenzie 2  00 


52  00 


Total  4th  District 418  00 
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5  Dist.     Bureau 50  00 

La  Salle 125  00 

Institute 15  00 

140  00 

Marshall 50  00 

Putnam 10  00 

Total  5th  District 250  00 

6  Dist.     Ford 75  00 

Institute 9  62 

84  62 

Iroquois 100  00 

Institute 15  00 

Rev.  Geo.  B.  Safford 5  00 

120  00 

Kankakee 100  00 

Institute 14  82 

114  82 

Livingston 50  00 

Institute 68  00 

118  00 

McLean 150  00 

Institute 20  85 

170  85 

Total  6th  Dist 608  29 

7  Dist.     Fulton 100  00 

Peoria 200  00 

Tazewell 100  00 

Institute 14  58 

114  58 

Woodford 40  00 

Total  7th  Dist 454  58 

8  Dist.    Hancock 75  00 

Institute 14  45 

89  45 

Henderson 50  00 

McDonough 82  50 

Institute 33  72 

116  22 

Warren 70  00 

Total  8th  District 325  67 

9  Dist.     Adams 66  00 

Brown 65  00 

Miss  Mary  Lucas 1  00 

66  00 

Cass 60  00 

Eb.  Spink 100 

W.  S.  Reaiick 10  00 

Ph.  Kuhl 5  00 

-J.  J.  Bergen 5  00 

81  00 

Pike 25  00 

Schuyler 60  00 

Total  9th  Dist 298  00 

10  Dist.     Calhoun 30  00 

Green 50  00 

Jersey    20  00 

Macoupin 30  00 

Morgan 130  00 
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11  Dist. 


13  Dist. 


13  Dist. 


14  Dist. 


15  Dist. 


Scott 

.       35  50 
5  00 

.       60  00 

.       33  87 

1  00 

1  90 

1  00 

.'       45  00 

5  00 

5  00 

10  00 

1  60 

40  50 

Uhristiau  Sunday-school,  Winchester. . 
Tntfil  lOtli   Di«itrict 

:{00  50 

Christian 

96  77 

100  00 

50  00 

66  00 

129  00 

38  00 

Institute 

M.  R.  Wetzel 

Ash  Grove  S.  S 

Taylorville  Primary  Union  

Logan 

"M"ason   , . .    . 

Menard 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Hurst 

Chas.  Mott 

David  Ziegler 

Athens  Precinct  Convention, 

Montgomery 

Sangamon 

Total  11th  District 

De  Witt 

.       90  00 
.       10  00 
.       25  00 
.       25  00 

480  37 

150  00 

153  52 
55  00 

101  63 
86  76 

Clinton  Pres.  S.  S 

W.  B.  Rundle 

Chas.  S.  Watson 

Mftf>r>Ti 

.     125  00 

27  53 

Piatt 

'.       75  00 
.       26  68 

.       80  00 
5  01 
1  75 

Shelby 

Institute 

Knobs  Union  S.  S.,  Tower  Hill 

Total  12th  District 

'.       60  00 

.       16  00 

1  00 

545  91 

Champaign 

27  00 

77  00 
15  00 
50  00 
75  00 

180  00 
100  00 

Clark 

Institute 

J.  W.  Knox 

Coles 

'.     125  00 

.       25  00 

.       25  00 

5  00 

Cumberland 

Douglas 

Edgar 

Institute 

Geo.  W.  Miller 

C.  E.  Schenck 

Vermilion 

Total  13th  District 

Crawford 

EfiB.n  ?ham 

Fayette 

Jasper  

524  00 

18  00 
25  00 
50  00 
10  00 

Total  14th  District  ... 

103  00 

Clay 

20  00 
25  00 

Lawrence 
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Marion 50  00 

Bichland 40  00 

Total  15th  District 135  00 

16  Dist.     Bond 50  00 

Clinton    25  00 

Madison 27  00 

Monroe 10  00 

St.  Clair 50  00 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Spun- 1  00 

51  00 

Washington 25  50 

Total  16th  Dist 188  50 

17  Dist.     Franklin 

Jackson 50  00 

Institute 5  00 

55  00 

Jeflferson 

Perry 25  00 

County  Institute 20  42 

T.  Blanchard  and  wife 5  00 

Chas.  Yehling 1  00 

51  42 

Randolph 50  00 

Institute 10  00 

Pleasant  Ridge  Union  S.  S.  (Chester) 1  00 

T.  B.  Stephenson 1  00 

A.  L.  Wilson 5  00 

67  00 

Williamson 

Total  17th  District 173  42 

18  Dist.     Edwards ...         25  00 

Rev.  Wm.  Curtis 1  00 

Dr.  W.  E.  Buxton 5  00 

31  00 

Hamilton  

Wabash 25  00 

Wayne 30  00 

White 45  00 

First  Presb.  S.  S.,  Carmi 5  00 

50  00 

Total  18th  District 136  00 

19  Dist.     Gallatin 25  00 

Institute 10  00 

35  00 

Hardin 

Pope 20  00 

Saline 7  00 

R.P.Jones 5  00 

12  00 

Total  19th  District 67  00 

20  Dist.    Alexander 

Johnson 

Massac 

Pulaski 15  77 

Union 25  00 

Total  20th  District 40  77 

Total  from  94  Counties  and  Individu- 
als (including  Institutes) $8,541  17 

7 
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Amount  brought  forward $8,541  17 

Primary    Unions  —  Rockford,  Lebanon, 
Paris,  Freeport,  Anna-Jonesboro 5  00 


Received  on  1S96  Pledges: 

Calhoun  Co 5  44 

S.  A.  Meriwether,  Raymond 10  00 

DuPage  Co 15  00 

Madison  Co 10  00 

Stephenson  Co 25  00 

Bureau  Co  25  00 

Montgomery  Co  17  00 

Scott  Co 1100 

Stark  Co  10  00 

Kendall  Co 35  00 

Macoupin  Co 13  00 

Coles  Co 13  00 

Greene  Co 5  00 

Crawford  Co 45  00 

Randolph  Co 10  00 

Adams  Co 100  00 

Hancock  Co 28  00 

Franklin  Co 5  00 


8,546  17 


382  44 
8,928  61 


170  97 


Collection  at  Belleville 9  99 

Profits  on  Normal  Hooks 107  67 

"  State  Reports  38  31 

Francis  E.  Willard  for  Wm.  Reynolds  Memorial 

Fund 5  00 

Knox  Co.  for  Wm.  Reynolds  Memorial  Fund. ...  10  00 

Total  Receipts  from  all  sources 

Balance  from  last  Report  

Offering  at  Galesburg 

♦Due  Treasurer 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Convention  Expenses 296  60 

Office  Rent 260  01 

Salaries  and  Exi)enses— Secretaries  and  State  Workers 7,337  61 

Postage,  Telegrams,  Express,  Exchange,  &c 140  14 

Printing 75  45 

Primary  Workers'  Summer  School 175  00 

International  S.  S.  Association 1,000  00 

19,284  81 


$9,099  58 
122  82 

9,222  40 
36  50 

9,258  90 

25  91 

$9,284  81 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Chicago,  May  11th,  189S.  R.  W.  Hare,  Treasurer. 


•Guaranteed  by  responsible  county  offlcers. 
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Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs:  I  think  this  convention  should  bow  before 
God  in  gratitude  and  thanksgiving  for  the  wonderful  result  shown. 
This  amount  as  it  stands  is  the  largest  amount  ever  contributed  by 
this  state  in  any  one  year,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  the  largest  amount 
ever  contributed  by  any  state  in  any  one  year.  There  are  some 
counties  that  have  not  yet  paid  their  pledges.  If  there  is  any  repre- 
sentative from  such  a  county  here,  with  money  for  the  treasurer, 
please  hand  it  in  at  once.  Some  delegates  may  have  come  in  this 
morning  from  such  counties.  Then ,  I  suggest  we  take  a  free  will 
offering  from  those  who  would  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  give  one  dol- 
lar, no  more,  no  less,  to  apply  on  the  balance  we  owe. 

A  great  many  delegates  came  forward  with  silver  and  paper  dol- 
lars, placing  the  same  on  the  treasurer's  table. 

Miss  Stone,  Pike  County:  I  did  not  bring  any  money  with  me, 
but  $25  will  be  paid  the  first  of  June. 

A  Delegate,  Morgan  County:  Twenty  dollars  will  probably  be 
here  later. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs:  I  have  here  a  note  written  in  a  cramped 
hand,  which  came  from  the  hotel,  and  it  says:  "Don't  take  a  col- 
lection; I  have  a  friend  who  will  pay  all  the  balance  you  owe  Mon- 
day morning."  We  have  all  the  money!  Let  us  spend  a  moment  in 
silent  prayer  of  thanksgiving. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Rundle,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  treas- 
urer's report  be  referred  to  an  auditing  committee  of  three. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Puterbaugh,  of  Clinton;  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, of  Lacon;  and  Mr.  Laughlin,  of  Decatur  as  auditing  committee. 

Mr.  Griffith:  I  desire  at  this  time  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  present  this  resolution: 

"Resolved  that  this  Convention  heartily  endorse  and  approve  the 
raising  the  sum  of  $10,00U  for  the  work  of  this  Association  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  the  coming  year." 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  such  recommendation  be  adopted. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs:  One  of  the  most  difficult  things  is  the  rais- 
ing of  money,  but  in  this  Convention  for  many  years  it  has  been  one 
of  our  most  delightful  and  spiritual  services.  I  am  thankful  to  know 
that  your  hearts  go  out  in  gratitude.  It  has  been  a  year  of  trial  to 
some  business  men;  it  has  not  been  such  to  others.  The  ground  has 
brought  forth  bountifully.  It  is  estimated  that  the  State  of  Illinois 
has  produced — understand  me  when  I  use  the  word  "produce" — from 
the  ground  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  increase  of  the  products  of 
the  earth  and  of  the  cattle,  the  hogs,  the  sheep  and  the  horses 
amounts  to  seven  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
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Mr.  Jacobs  then  called  the  roll  of  counties,   and  the  following 
responses  were  made  : 

County  Pledges  for  State  Work  1898-9. 


Cook §2,000  00 

Du  Page 60  00 

Grundy    60  00 

Lake 60  00 

*Will    75  00 

Boone 60  00 

DeKalb 100  00 

*Kane 100  00 

Kendall 50  00 

McHenry 65  00 

Winnebago 100  00 

Carroll 60  00 

Jo  Daviess 55  00 

*Lee 100  00 

Ogle 100  00 

Stephenson 100  00 

Whiteside 135  00 

Henry 50  00 

Knox 50  00 

Mercer 75  00 

Rock  Island 100  00 

Stark 50  00 

Bureau 55  00 

La  Salle 125  00 

Marshall 50  00 

*Putnam 10  00 

Ford  90  00 

Iroquois 110  00 

Kankakee 100  00 

Livingston 100  00 

McLean 175  00 

Fulton 100  00 

Peoria 150  00 

Tazewell 75  00 

♦Woodford 40  00 

Hancock    75  00 

Henderson 50  00 

McDonough 100  00 

Warren 80  00 

Adams 110  00 

Brown 65  00 

Cass 65  00 

Pike 50  00 

Schuyler 65  00 

Calhoun 25  00 

Greene.  * 50  00 

Jersey  30  00 

Macoupin    50  00 

Morgan 150  00 

Scott 50  00 

Christian 70  00 


Logan 60  00 

Mason 55  00 

Menard 45  00 

Montgomery 100  00 

*Sangamon  75  00 

DeWitt 100  00 

Macon 150  00 

*3Ioultrie 55  00 

Piatt  75  00 

Shelby 80  00 

Champaign 75  00 

Clark 60  00 

*Coles  40  00 

Cumberland 50  (X) 

Douglas 85  00 

Edgar 125  00 

Vermilion  100  00 

Crawford 50  00 

Effingham 25  00 

Fayette 40  00 

Jasper 15  00 

*Clay 25  00 

Lawrence 25  00 

Marion 40  00 

Richland 40  00 

Bond  50  00 

Clinton 25  00 

Madison 50  00 

Monroe 10  00 

St.  Clair 50  00 

♦Washington 35  00 

Franklin 10  00 

Jackson 50  00 

♦Jefferson 25  00 

Perrv 25  00 

Randolph 50  00 

♦Williamson 15  00 

Edwards 30  00 

♦Hamilton 15  00 

Wabash  30  00 

Wayne 35  00 

White 40  00 

Gallatin 30  00 

♦Hardin 10  00 

Pope 15  00 

♦Saline 15  00 

♦Alexander 15  00 

♦Johnson 15  00 

♦Massac 15  00 

♦Pulaski 20  00 

Union  35  00 


On  motion  of  Mr.  B,  F.  Jacobs,  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Hare,  the 
counties  not  represented  or  not  pledged  at  this  Convention,  ( marked 
with  a  *  in  above  list)  were  apportioned  the  amounts  usually  paid  by 
them. 
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Personal  Pledges  for  State  Work  1898-9. 

Cook  Co.,  W.  B.  Jacobs $50  00      Fulton  Co.,  R.  W.  David 5  00 

W.  C.  Pearce 25  00      Peoria  Co.,  Wm.  Schroder 10  00 

Mary  I.  Bragg 15  00  "         Mrs.  A.  G.  Tyng.  ..  10  00 

I.  R.  Jeffers 10  00  "          Mrs.  Wm.  Reynolds,  10  00 

John  Whitson 5  00  Hancock  Co.,  R.  F.  McCall. ...     1  00 

A.  T.  Arnold 5  00      Cass  Co.,  W.  S.  Rearick 10  00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Arnold...     5  00  "        Philip  Kuhl 5  00 

J.  J.  Bateson 5  00      Christian  Co.,  H.  P.  Hart 5  00 

Grundy  Co.,  Mrs.  Mary  Eldred,     5  00  "  I.  L.  Long 3  00 

DeKalb  Co.,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Bodman    5  00  "           J.  A.  Bickerdike  .     1  00 

McHenry  Co.,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Miller,     5  00  Menard  Co.,  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Hurst    5  00 

Winnebago  Co.,  O.  R.  Brouse  . .     5  00      DeWitt  Co.,  W.  B.  Bundle 25  00 

Ogle  Co.,  Alex.  Anderson 25  00  "     Clinton  Prebyter'nS.S.  10  00 

J.  W.  Clinton 3  00  Cumberland  Co.,  R.  C.  Willis  . .  10  00 

Stephenson  Co.,  Rev.  H.  F.  Jones    2  00      Edgar  Co.,  G.  W.  Miller 25  00 

Henry  Co.,  H.  T.  Lay  50  00  "         C.  E.  Schenck 5  00 

Knox  Co.,  Mrs.  Jennie  D.  Patton    5  00  "  Noah  Artis 2  00 

Mercer  Co.,  Rev.  John  A.  Griffin    5  00  Randolph  Co.,  A.  L.  Wilson. ...     2  00 

Rock  Island  Co.,  E.  D.  Fisher..  10  00  Wabash  Co.,  James  R.  Harper,.     5  00 

Iroquois  Co.,  Rev.  G.  B.  Safford    5  00      White  Co.,  J.  E.  Willis 10  00 

Fulton  Co.,  Donat  Miller 5  00  Edwards  Co.,  W.  E.  Buxton. ...     5  00 

Mr.  Jeffers  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

The  Illinois  State  Sunday-school  Association  in  convention  assem- 
bled at  Gralesburg,  Illinois,  May  11th,  1898. 

Inasmuch  as  the  hearts  of  many  of  our  workers  and  delegates  are 
made  sad  by  the  knowledge  of  the  failing  strength  of  our  beloved 
and  faithful  general  secretary,  Brother  W.  B.  Jacobs,  and  knowing 
that  this  feeling  will  be  shared  by  every  Sunday-school  worker  of  our 
state  and  every  delegate  present  when  it  is  known  that  his  sickness 
has  become  so  serious  as  to  compel  him  to  return  to  Chicago  without 
being  able  to  attend  a  single  meeting  of  this  Convention. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  President  of  this  Convention  be 
and  is  hereby  requested  to  communicate  by  telegraph  to  Brother 
Jacobs  the  assurance  of  our  united  and  constant  prayers  for  his  re- 
covery. And  further,  be  it  resolved,  as  an  expression  of  gratitude  to 
God  for  the  many  blessings  brought  to  every  part  of  our  state  through 
his  devoted  service  in  the  past,  and  as  a  proper  assurance  of  our  ap- 
preciation of  Brother  Jacobs'  devotion  to  the  Sunday-school  cause, 
we  spend  the  opening  minutes  of  this  afternoon  session  in  special 
prayer  for  his  recovery.  And  that  these  resolutions  be  adopted  by  a 
rising  vote,  made  a  part  of  the  records  of  this  convention,  and  we 
heartily  recommend  to  the  Executive  Committee  that  Brother  Jacobs 
be  urged  to  take  absolute  rest  for  a  period  of  at  least  sixty  days. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

I.  R.  Jeffers. 
F.  A.  Wells. 

After  a  song  and  prayer  the  Convention  adjourned  to  give  oppor- 
tunity for  meetings  of  the  different  districts  by  counties. 
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SECOND  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  work  of  this  afternoon  was  ushered  in  by  a  delightful  service 
of  song  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Excell,  "Let  a  little  sun- 
shine in/'  and  "Somewhere  the  sun  is  shining"  being  especially  en- 
joyed. 

Rev.  Mr.  Archer,  of  Neponset,  read  the  12l8t  Psalm  and  offered 
prayer. 

"Count  your  many  blessings"  was  sung. 

The  following  telegram  was  announced  as  having  been  sent  to  the 
workers  in  Kansas:  "Illinois  Sunday-school  convention  heartily  re- 
ciprocates your  loving  greeting.     Ephesians,  3:15-19." 

Dr.  Hurlbut  was  escorted  to  the  platform  and  was  accorded  a 
magnificent  Chautauqua  salute,  lie  addressed  the  convention  as 
follows: 

THE  TEACHING  FOR  THE  TIMES. 

REV.  JESSE  LYMAN  HURLBUT,  D.  D.,  NEW  YORK. 

We  are  living  in  a  most  remarkable  time,  at  the  close  of  this  cen- 
tury of  centuries — the  nineteenth  after  Christ.  We  are  at  its  end 
almost,  and  in  more  senses  than  one.  It  seems  difficult  to  realize  the 
great  things  that  have  been  done  in  this  century.  Think  of  where 
the  world  was  when  it  opened,  in  its  understanding  of  science,  in  its 
practical  manner  of  life,  in  its  control  of  the  forces  of  nature,  and 
then  think  where  the  civilized  world  is  today.  Greater  progress  has 
been  made  in  this  century  than  in  all  the  centuries  of  the  world  put 
together  before  it,  in  the  relations  of  science  and  power  over  natural 
forces.  Whether  the  twentieth  century  shall  witness  inventions  as 
great  and  steps  as  marked  none  but  He  that  rules  the  centuries  may 
know;  but  it  seems  hardly  possible.  Think  of  the  great  men  who 
have  lived  in  this  century,  and  almost  all  of  them  have  passed  away. 
Its  statesmen,  whose  names  shall  go  down  to  the  end  of  time,  have 
passed  into  the  unseen,  or  linger  calmly  upon  the  brink  of  another 
world.  Its  great  poets,  equal  to  any  that  have  lived  in  the  centuries 
of  English  literature,  a  Tennyson,  and  a  Browning,  have  passed 
away,  and  it  would  seem  that  they  have  left  no  successors.  The  nine- 
teenth century  is  behind  us,  and  the  twentieth  century  is  at  our  door. 
Should  this  world  of  ours  stand  another  thousand  years,  when  the 
historian  of  the  future  shall  place  the  centuries  in  a  row,  I  believe 
he  will  find  not  more  than  two  or  three  to  compare  for  solid 
greatness  with  this  century  in  which  you  and  I  have  had  our 
birth. 

Every  great  institution  must  belong  to  its  own  time.  Anything 
that  endures  and  lives  and  leaves  its  impress  upon  the  ages  has 
its  roots  in  the  time  out  of  which  it  springs.  The  pyramids  of 
Egypt,  the  cathedrals  of  the  middle  ages,  the  splendors  of  the  White 
City  which  a  few  years  ago  rose  by  the  side  of  yonder  great  lake  and 
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dazzled  the  world,  each  of  these  was  the  outgrowth  of  its  own  time, 
and  no  one  of  them  could  have  arisen  in  any  other.  Every  great 
work  of  human  genius,  the  poems  of  a  Homer,  the  mighty  epic  of  a 
Dante,  and  the  writings  of  a  Sliakespeare,  each  of  these  had  its  inspi- 
ration in  and  drew  its  life-blood  from  its  own  time.  So  I  might  point 
to  the  great  men  who  have  risen  from  time  to  time.  Each  has  been 
a  certain  incarnation  of  the  age  to  which  he  belongs;  and  any  institu- 
tion which  is  to  have  power  must  in  some  sublime  way  take  hold  of 
its  own  time,  must  speak  out  the  language  of  its  time,  and  must 
catch  the  spirit  of  its  time. 

There  is  a  question  we  are  asking  constantly:  "What  kind  of  a 
Christianity  is  needed  in  such  a  time  as  this?  "  To  answer  that  ques- 
tion it  is  necessary  that  we  should  understand  just  what  sort  of  time 
this  is,  what  are  the  traits  of  to-day.  When  we  understand  this,  then 
we  shall  know  what  kind  of  a  Church  is  needed  to-day,  and 
we  shall  know  what  kind  of  teaching  is  needed  for  such  times  as 
these. 

What  then  are  the  traits  of  to-day?    The  first  trait  which  differ- 
entiates this  age  from  all  past  ages  since  time  began,  in  a  most 
marked  manner,  the  one  trait  that  is  most  characteristic  of  our  time, 
is  that  this  is  the  age  of  the  common  people.     There  never  were  any 
common  people  until  just  before  the  birth  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Before  that  time  historians  never  concerned   themselves  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  people.     It  was  reserved  for  this  epoch  to  have   written 
the  history  of  the  English  people  by  one  man,  and  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  by  another.     Historians  until  this  generation  ever 
confined  themselves  to  stories  of  kings,  of  courts,  of  conquerors  and 
armies.     They  taught  and  wrote  as  if  there  were  no  common  people. 
There  is  not  in  all  ancient  literature  a  single  word  of  sympathy  for 
our  common  humanity.    Did  you  ever  think  of  that?    You  may  pour 
over  the  lines  of  a  Homer,  you  may  study   the  writings  of  a  Virgil, 
you  may  con  the  pages  of  a  Shakespeare,  but  you  will  not  find  in 
them  all,  these  poets  who  are  supposed  to  represent  the  thought  of  all 
mankind,  one  line  that  expresses  a  genuine  sympathy  with  common 
humanity.     In  all  the  ancient  world  there  is  but  one  Great  Teacher 
of  whom  it  is  written:     "The  common  people  heard  Him  gladly." 
There  is  just  one  who  began  His  address,  when  announcing  the  prin- 
ciples of  His  teaching,  with   the  great   sentence:     "Blessed  are  ye 
poor."  Up  to  that  time  nobody  had  ever  dreamed  that  the  poor  could 
be  blessed.     Now  I  turn  to  this  our  day,  and  I  find  that  this  is  emi- 
nently the  age  of  the  people.  It  is  the  people  who  make  our  rulers,  who 
set  them  up  and  put  them  down;  it  is  the  people  for  whom  policies 
are  prepared;  it  is  the  people  for  whom  books  are  written;  it  is  the 
people  that  are  the  ruling  spirit  and  the  influence  of  our  times;  and 
the  thought  of  this  age,  a  thousand  times  more  than  ever  in  the  past, 
ia  for  humanity.     I  take  just  one  instance   that  now  rings  in  onr 
hearts  and  which  is  evidenced  by  these  flags  that  hang  about  us.    For 
the  first  time  in  human  history  a  war  is  waged,  not  for  conquest,  not 
for  power,  not  for  glory,  but  for  humanity.     This  is  one  reason  why 
the  world  at  large  can  scarcely  comprehend  the  issues  of  this  hour, 
because  it  is  a  war  for  humanity. 

My  theme  this  afternoon  is  "Sunday-school  teaching."     What, 
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then,  is  the  teaching  of  the  Sunday-school  for  such  an  age  as  this?  It 
is  a  teaching  that  takes  hold  of  humanity;and  the  methods  of  Sunday- 
school  work  that  are  to  reach  such  a  time  as  this  are  not  to  be  the 
methods  which  seek  after  a  particular  class,  but  a  plan  that  shall  take 
in  everybody.  The  true  Sunday-school  in  our  time  is  not  a  mission 
school  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  poor  and  leaving  the 
rich  to  themselves.  It  is  not  a  Sunday-school  where  the  rich  are 
gathered  in  one  place  and  the  poor  meet  in  another.  It  is  a  Sunday- 
school  where  the  rich  and  poor  meet  together  before  the  Lord,  who  is 
the  Maker  of  them  all.  If  I  were  to  pick  a  motto  for  the  Sunday- 
school  of  to-day  I  could  not  express  it  better  than  these  words  on 
yonder  wall,  "All  for  all."  It  is  all  the  servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  young  and  the  old,  the  high  and  the  low,  at  work  to  save 
all,  to  redeem  all,  to  bring  all  out  of  darkness  into  light,  and  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  God. 

The  first  characteristic  that  is  needed  in  the  Sunday-school  teach- 
ing of  our  time  is  the  broadly  humanitarian  characteristic-  It  is  to 
be  for  all  people,  all  grades,  all  classes;  and  the  Sunday-school  of  to- 
day is  successful  just  to  the  measure  in  which  it  reaches  out  its  arms 
after  all  men,  not  only  in  our  land,  but  in  every  land  on  this  broad 
earth.  I  was  glad  a  few  moments  ago  to  clasp  hands  with  one  who 
goes  forth  to  plant  the  Sunday-school  in  thatsisterland  of  ours  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  the  Empire  of  Japan.  And  I  trust 
the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  witness  as  great  a  Sunday-school 
convention  there  as  we  witness  in  our  land  to-day. 

There  is  anotlier  characteristic  of  our  times.  This  is  an  intensely 
practical  age.  It  is  an  age  of  work.  All  ages  have  been  ages  of 
work.  It  has  been  the  lot  of  the  common  men  of  every  age  to 
be  toilers.  The  mass  of  mankind  must  spend  their  lives  in  almost 
ceaseless  toil.  This  age  is  not  remarkable  in  being  an  age  of 
activity  and  labor,  but  is  remarkable  in  a  certain  practical 
straightforward  aim  for  all  the  work  that  is  wrought.  The  age 
that  built  the  pyramids  was  a  working  age,  but  it  was  not  a  practical 
age,  for  the  man  does  not  live  who  can  tell  us  what  the  Great  Pyra- 
mid was  built  for,  and  there  was  no  practical  purpose,  so  far  as  we 
can  comprehend,  in  its  building.  Suppose  some  one  in  this  state 
should  propose  to  build  a  pyramid  out  here  on  the  prairies  like  one 
that  stands  beside  the  river  Nile.  What  answer  would  be  made  to 
such  a  proposition  as  that?  Why,  a  hundred  thousand  people  would 
say,  ''What  is  the  use  of  it?  Why  should  any  one  propose  to  build  a 
pyramid  when  pyramids  are  of  no  use  in  the  world?"  The  cathedrals 
of  the  middle  ages  are  very  beautiful  to  look  upon,  but  a  cathedral 
does  not  belong  to  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  for  all  to  realize  that.  We  want  churches,  we  do  not 
want  cathedrals;  we  want  churches  almost  as  big  as  cathedrals,  with 
forty  or  fifty  rooms  in  them,  and  with  some  practical  work  going  on 
in  each  room;  for  the  Christianitv  of  our  time,  to  measure  witli  this 
ao^e,  must  not  only  be  a  Christianity  of  work,  but  a  Christianity  of 
work  for  some  practical  purpose.  All  our  work  is  practical  to-day. 
We  study  electricity,  and  we  do  so  that  we  may  have  something  with 
which  to  light  our  houses,  to  move  our  cars,  to  carry  our  messages 
and  to  be  our  errand  boys.     We  study  steam  to  make  it  useful.     We 
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harness  all  the  forces  of  nature  to  practical  purposes  for  practical  re- 
sults. The  Sunday-school  of  our  time,  if  it  is  to  reach  such  an  age 
as  this,  must  not  spend  its  time,  the  precious  half  hour  of  the  Sun- 
day-school lesson,  in  the  investigation  of  mere  questions  of  curiosity, 
of  mere  dry  dogmas,  but  should  spend  its  energy  and  time  in  prac- 
tical thought  for  the  practical  upbuilding  of  the  human  race,  for  the 
doing  of  good  to  men;  and  I  rejoice  that  never  has  the  Sunday-school 
in  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  of  its  history  been  as  practical 
in  its  teaching,  as  earnest  in  its  effort  to  do  good,  to  make  people  bet- 
ter and  to  make  life  the  better  worth  living,  than  it  is  to-day;  and 
because  of  that  I  believe  the  Sunday-school  of  to  day  takes  hold  upon 
our  time,  reaches  the  roots  of  our  time,  and  grows  out  of  the  times  in 
which  we  live. 

There  is  another  fact  about  our  age:  This  is  a  very  intelligent 
age;  such  an  age  as  the  world  has  never  seen  before.  There  have 
been  very  learned  men  in  the  past,  perhaps  more  learned  than  many 
men  of  to-day,  so  far  as  their  opportunities  went;  but  there  never  was 
a  time  when  the  average  man,  woman  and  child  knew  anything  like 
as  much  as  the  average  man,  woman  and  child  knows  to-day,  for  the 
past  were  not  ages  of  intelligence.  I  remember  in  history  there  lived 
eight  hundred  years  ago  a  king  of  England  who  had  a  curious  title; 
he  was  called  ''Henry,  the  fine  scholar,"  and  the  reason  was  because 
he  could  write  his  own  name,  and  he  was  the  only  king  in  all  Europe 
who  could  take  a  pen  In  his  hand  and  write  his  own  name.  His  peo- 
ple didn't  know  exactly  whether  to  be  a  little  proud  of  him  on  account 
of  his  learning  or  a  little  ashamed  of  him,  because  they  thought  that 
after  all  it  was  not  so  much  of  a  kingly  quality  to  hold  a  pen  as  to 
hold  a  sword.  I  stood  one  day  in  the  British  Museum  and  looked  at 
that  great  instrument  of  liberty,  the  Magna  Charta,  the  forerunner 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  If  there  had  never  been  a 
Magna  Charta  there  never  would  have  been  an  American  Republic. 
I  supposed  I  was  looking  at  the  original,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
next  day,  having  been  filled  with  enthusiasm  as  I  gazed  upon  the 
ancient  document,  that  I  learned  that  I  had  simply  looked  upon  a 
marvelously  faithful  photographic  reproduction.  The  original  is 
kept  locked  up  in  a  safety  box  somewhere,  and  only  looked  at  about 
once  in  forty  years  to  see  if  it  is  there.  I  noticed  this:  Almost 
every  name  signed  to  it  was  made  with  a  mark.  They  were  barons, 
stout,  hearty  men,  and  they  were  wise  men  too,  but  they  did  not 
know  enough  to  write  their  own  names.  They  co;uld  tear  the  liberties 
of  England  from  the  tyrannical  hands  of  King  John,  and  they  had 
a  clear  understanding  of  what  liberty  meant  in  that  time,  but  they 
did  not  know  enough  to  write  their  own  names.  You  and  I  are  liv- 
ing in  a  time  of  intelligence.  The  bell  of  the  public  school  rings 
throughout  the  land,  and  at  half  past  eight  in  the  morning  the  streets 
are  thronged  with  children  on  their  way  to  an  education.  Every  man 
you  meet  on  the  railway  train  has  a  newspaper  in  his  hand.  Books 
never  have  been  as  abundant  as  they  are  to-day.  The  young  man 
who  can  scrape  together  five  dollars  can  have  a  better  library  than 
Plato  possessed.  If  he  can  amass  125  I  have  no  doubt  he  can  own 
more  books  than  Shakespeare  owned,  although  I  have  not  a  catalogue 
of  Shakespeare's  library.     This  is  an  age  of  intelligence.     Books  and 
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papers  circulate;  everybody  reads.  When  yon  meet  three  men  stand- 
ing on  the  street  corner  you  may  depend  on  it  that  three  times  out  of 
five  they  are  discussing  some  great  question  of  public  affairs,  and  they 
understand  it  well,  even  as  to  how  the  currency  should  be  arranged, 
or  how  the  conquest  of  Cuba  can  be  carried  out  more  successfully  than 
it  is  at  present;  1  don't  know  as  they  could  improve  very  much  on  the 
campaign  in  the  Phillipine  Islands.  The  Sunday-school  which  is  to 
keep  abreast  of  such  an  age  as  this  must  have  intelligent  teachers  and 
intelligent  teaching.  The  time  has  gone  by  when  any  good  man  of 
decent  moral  character  can  teach  in  the  Sunday-school,  unless  he  is 
something  more  than  that.  We  need  scholars  to-day.  We  need  for 
our  Sunday-school  teachers,  not  people  who  have  studied  ten  verses 
of  next  Sunday's  lesson,  and  that  is  all  the  Bible  they  know  anything 
about,  but  those  to  whom  this  story  of  the  Bible  rolls  like  a  panorama 
before  their  eyes;  we  need  peojiie  who  look  upon  the  Bible  lands 
as  though  a  map  were  spread  out  before  them;  we  need  people  who 
are  familiar  with  its  manners  and  usages,  so  different  from  those  of 
our  Anglo-Saxon  world;  we  need  people  who  are  familiar  with  its 
great  stream  of  doctrinal  truth,  the  great  fundamental  teaching  of 
the  Holy  Scripture,  so  that  as  they  look  upon  those  mountain  tops 
rising  one  upon  another,  their  souls  shall  be  filled,  and  they  shall 
have  power  to  teach  that  which  they  themselves  know. 

Men  and  brethren,  the  boys  and  girls  are  in  the  Sunday-schools 
today  who  are  to  rule  this  land  of  ours  to-morrow.  There  are  in  our 
Sunday-schools  now  some  boys  who  shall  be  presidents  of  the  United 
States  by  and  by;  there  are  some  who  shall  sit  in  the  high  places  of 
state;  and  we  want  for  our  nation  better  government  in  the  "to-mor- 
rows" of  the  twentieth  century,  than  in  the  to-day  of  the  nineteenth. 
I  am  not  of  those  Avho  think  the  country  is  going  to  the  bad,  that 
republicanism  is  a  failure  and  that  the  people  cannot  be  trusted; 
but  I  believe  the  twentieth  century  will  show  improvement  upon 
the  times  that  have  been,  and  I  want  to  see  that  men  of  God 
shall  rule  this  nation  of  ours  in  the  coming  years.  If  the  Sunday- 
school  teachers  of  our  time  are  true  to  their  trust,  if  they  lead 
such  an  age  as  this  as  it  needs  to  be  led,  then  we  shall  not  have 
seen  the  last  Christian  president  in  the  White  House;  then  the 
time  shall  not  come  when  godly  men  shall  cease  to  be  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  We  want  senators  to  make  our  laws  who  will 
make  them  in  the  fear  of  God;  we  want  Christian  merchants  to  rule 
in  the  mercantile  centers  of  the  coming  age;  we  want  Christian  women 
to  sit  in  the  parlor  and  give  the  law  to  society  in  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury; and  if  these  are  to  be,  we  must  have  in  such  a  time  as  this  in- 
telligent, thouglitful,  earnest  students  for  teachers,  and  intelligent 
teaching  in  the  Sunday-school;  for  next  to  the  public  school  the  Sun- 
day-school is  molding  the  future  of  our  country. 

There  is  one  more  thought  I  want  to  express:  I  believe,  though 
some  may  think  to  the  contrary,  that  this  is  an  age  of  deep  interest  in 
things  spiritual.  In  every  direction  I  see  a  disposition  in  the  times 
to  investigate  all  sorts  of  truth  to  its  very  deepest  secret.  So  long  as 
the  secret  of  the  pole  is  unknown  men  will  risk  their  lives  and  throw 
them  away  until  that  secret  is  found  out.  So  long  as  upon  our  maps 
there  shall  remain  one  square  inch  marked   "unexplored  regions"  we 
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shall  find  men  penetrating  the  heart  of  Africa,  and  the  core  of  Asia, 
until  every  land  and  every  part  of  every  land  is  known;  there  is  that 
instinct  in  us  to  search  out  to  the  uttermost,  and  I  find  this  to  be  so 
in  religion  as  much  as  in  other  lines  to  day.  For  many  centuries  the 
great  majority  of  professed  Uhristians  were  satisfied  with  the  exter- 
nal of  religion.  They  did  not  concern  themselves  much  for  a  thou- 
sand years  and  more  with  regard  to  personal  character  or  with  regard 
to  the  deeper  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God;  the  mere  externalities  of 
religious  form  were  satisfactory.  Then  there  came  a  time  when 
people  began  to  study  doctrine,  and  the  intellectual  side  of  truth  be- 
gan to  be  investigated;  they  spent  three  or  four  hundred  years. in 
finding  out  the  foundations  of  faith  so  far  as  truth  was  concerned. 
But  in  our  day  we  have  seen  great  awakenings  on  the  subject  of 
spiritual  religion.  But  this  after  all  is  no  new  thiug;  all  through  the 
centuries  there  have  been  great  men  raised  up  to  emphasize  these 
things.  We  have  the  writings  of  the  Apostle  Paul  at  the  beginning 
of  these  centuries,  and  the  eagle  soul  of  John  to  help  us  on,  and 
St.  Augustine  to  attend  us  on  our  way;  and  even  in  the  darkness 
of  the  middle  ages  we  have  the  writings  of  St.  Bernard^  and  of 
Thomas  a'Kempis.  I  have  often  wondered  at  this,  that  in  those  days 
when  the  Church  of  God  was  most  given  over  to  form  there  should 
be  written  such  spiritual  books  by  people  in  its  communion;  and  that 
a  Luther  and  a  Wesley  should  arise  in  the  midst  to  call  the  church 
from  its  folly.  That  which  in  former  days  was  the  heritage  of  the 
few  is  now  the  heritage  of  the  many;  it  is  not  reserved  for  any  one 
handful  of  people,  as  it  was  two  or  three  hundred  years  ago,  to  prac- 
tice spiritual  truth — the  truth  that  pertains  to  the  spirit  and  life  of 
God  in  the  soul  of  man.  I  go  into  any  church  of  our  time,  I  care  not 
what  its  name  may  be,  I  care  not  what  its  system  of  doctrine  may  be, 
and  I  find  preached  from  its  pulpit  and  enjoyed  by  its  members  and 
exhibited  in  its  testimonies,  a  living  experience.  In  all  our  churches 
the  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  man  is  recognized  as  the  true  essence  of 
Christianity.  This  is  what  the  world  hungers  for.  And  I  want  to 
say  to  these  Sunday-school  teachers,  while  you  teach  Bible  history, 
and  while  you  give  the  boys  the  examples  of  those  magnificent  men 
of  God  from  Abraham  on  to  St.  John,  and  while  you  tell  about  the 
ethical  truths  of  the  Bible,  and  while  you  present  the  great  principles 
of  doctrine,  0,  remember  that  this  world  hungers,  far  more  than  for 
anything  else,  for  the  things  of  God.  This  is  the  teaching  that  the 
Sunday-school  needs  in  such  a  time  as  this,  a  teaching  of  broad  and 
deep  sympathy  with  humanity,  a  teaching  of  lofty  intelligence  and 
rich  knowledge,  a  teaching  of  practical  truth,  a  teaching  of  rich 
and  deep  spirituality.  If  we  can  have  this  for  the  twelve  millions 
of  Sunday-school  scholars  of  to-day,  we  shall  have  a  land  glorious, 
and  a  church  without  fault  in  the  twentieth  century. 

The  President:     We  have  heard  of  the  teaching  for  the  times; 
we  will  now  have  a  song  for  the  times. 

Professor  Excell  sang  the  following: 
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Is  the  Sunday  School  decaying? 

Illinois,  Illinois.  . 

Have  3'ou  heard  what  they  are  saying?  All  our  counties  are  in  line; 

Illinois,  Illinois.  Thirteen  hundred  sixty-nine 

Is  the  Sunday  school  decaying?  Of  our  townships  give  the  sign, 

Illinois,  Illinois.  Illinois,  Illinois, 

We  have  heard  you  tell  the  story,  That  we're  gaining  all  the  time, 
You  have  often  sung  its  glory,  Illinois. 

In  each  State  and  Territory, 

Illinois,  Illinois.  ^^  ^"^^  speak  for  all  the  others, 
Is  it  growing  old  and  hoary?  Illinois,  Illinois. 

Illinois.  For  our  sisters  and  out  brothers, 

Illinois,  Illinois. 

Are  you  really  losing  ground?  ^.f  f^«  ^^PP^  ^«  "j^'^cff  , 

Illinois,  Illinois.  1  hat  in  every  noble  Stae, 

Are  your  banners  coming  down  ?  ^es.  from  Maine  to  Golden  Gate, 

Illinois,  Illinois  ^  Ilhnois,  I  linois, 

No,  the  Eastern  man  is  wrong;  ^e  are  growing  strong  and  great. 
We  can  sing  another  song;  Illinois. 

We're  Eight  Hundred  Thousand  And  we  have  a  word  to  say, 

Illinois,  Illinois.  [strong,  Illinois,  Illinois, 

And  we  re  growing  right  along,  por  our  friends  in  Canada, 

I'linois.  Illinois,  Illinois. 

They  are  growing  every  day. 

We  have  better  schools  and  more,  A.dd  we're  sure  that  you  can  say 

Illinois,  Illinois  Sunday  schools  have  come  to  stay. 
Than  we've  ever  had  before,  Illinois,  Illinois; 

Illinois,  Illinois;  I^^t  us  Work  and  Watch  and  Prat, 

Illinois. 

The  Pkesident:  Dr.  Hurlbut  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions which  yon  have  in  mind  to  ask.  A  running  fire  of  questions 
was  directed  at  Dr.  Hurlbut,  which  are  indicated  by  "Q,"  and  his 
answers  by  *'A." 

Q.  Is  it  more  practical  to  have  ladies  teach  boys  and  gentlemen 
girls?  A.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  in  the  ideal  Sunday-school, 
where  you  can  manage  just  as  you  want  to,  as  a  rule  I  would  have  the 
girls'  classes  taught  by  gentlemen;  and  the  boys  classes,  and  the 
classes  for  young  men,  taught  by  ladies.  There  will  be  some  excep- 
tions. Here  and  there  you  will  find  a  man  who  has  a  remarkable 
power  over  young  men  and  boys;  here  and  there  you  will  find  a  wo- 
men who  can  hold  the  girls  ;  but  as  a  rule  we  believe  that  boys  are 
more  influenced  and  have  a  greater  liking  for  a  lady  than  for  a  gentle- 
man, and  I  think  the  same  argument  holds  good  with  the  girls. 

Q.  Why  not  have  the  classes  mixed,  the  boys  and  girls  together? 
A.  That  has  not  been  experimented  on  very  much.  I  think  as  a  rule 
it  is  better  to  have  girls  taught  by  men,  and  to  have  men  and  boys 
taught  by  women. 

Q.  Is  it  wise  to  give  to  the  infant  class  the  same  lesson  as 
the  Bible  class?  A.  That  is  a  matter  in  my  judgment  to  be  left  en- 
tirely to  the  primary  teacher,  provided  she  be  a  woman  of  intelli- 
gence, and  let  her  make  some  experiments  to  suit  herself.  I  think 
that  in  most  places  it  will  be  better  to  have  all  the  school  from  the 
youngest  to  the  oldest  study  the  same  lesson.     It   keeps   the   family 
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together  in  the  study.  "When  the  teacher  is  a  woman  of  ability  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  let  her  map  out  a  course  of  lessons  for  herself; 
but  1  find  as  a  rule  after  a  year  or  two  they  will  drop  back  into  line. 
Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  proper  to  have  a  person  teach  who  is  not 
a  professed  Christian?  A.  I  think,  as  a  rule,  if  I  were  a  superinten- 
dent and  commissioning  teachers  I  should  not  appoint  as  a  teacher 
in  a  church  Sunday-school  an  individual  who  is  not  by  profession  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  If  we  are  going  to 
work  for  the  Master  we  ought  not  to  be  ashamed  to  own  Him  as  our 
Master;  but  there  might  be  a  case  in  which  there  is  a  neighborhood 
Sunday-school,  when  I  would  take  a  person  not  a  professing  Christian, 
provided  he  was  a  good  person  to  teach  a  Sunday-school  class,  ninety- 
nine  times  out  of  one  hundred  I  would  have  only  Christians  as 
teachers.  The  time  has  gone  by  when  people  who  are  not  professed 
followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  should  teach  to  any  extent  in  our 
Sunday-schools. 

Q.  Is  it  worth  while  to  have  a  Xormal  class?  A.  My  belief  is 
there  should  be  a  Normal  class  in  every  Sunday-school,  big  or  little. 
If  you  have  a  large  Sunday-school  have  a  large  Xormal  class;  if  you 
have  a  small  Sunday-school,  have  a  small  Normal  class,  but  have  a 
Normal  class  for  every  Sunday-school.  You  will  thereby  have  some 
seed  corn  set  apart  from  which  to  raise  a  crop  of  teachers  by  and  by. 
Select  the  best  people  you  can  find  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  twenty-five;  set  them  apart  with  the  distinct  purpose  of  studying 
a  regular  Normal  course.  You  have  a  splendid  course  here  in  the 
State  of  Illinois.  I  wish  you  had  a  class  in  every  Sunday-school  in 
your  state;  you  could  then  feel  that  you  are  by  degrees  turning  out  a 
company  of  teachers  who  shall  carry  on  the  work  better  than  you 
and  I  have  done.  There  is  a  reason  why  the  Sunday-school  should 
have  trained  teachers,  which  does  not  apply  to  the  public  schools.  It 
is  this:  The  time  for  teaching  the  lesson  is  only  one-half  hour  and 
it  only  comes  once  a  week.  Now  to  get  the  attention  of  a  scholar 
who  has  forty  thousand  things  to  make  him  forget  the  Sunday-school 
and  teach  him  something  that  he  won't  forget,  and  do  it  in  thirty 
minutes,  requires  a  good  teacher,  and  so  far  as  possible  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  trained  people  to  teach  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Q.  What  will  you  do  with  those  that  are  failures?  A.  Well, 
they  don't  die  often,  and  they  seldom  resign.  A  friend  of  mine  told 
me  "of  a  certain  church  to  which  his  barber  belonged.  The  barber 
said:  "Our  pastor  didn't  fit  very  well,  he  was  not  the  kind  of  a  man 
we  needed,  and  we  sent  him  his  resignation."  On  the  other  hand  it 
is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Sunday-school  is  a  voluntary  work, 
and  people  who  voluntarily  give  their  time  and  service  are  entitled  to 
some  recognition.  All  have  feelings,  and  in  dealing  with  the  unfort- 
unate Sunday-school  teacher,  we  must  be  careful  not  to  do  more 
harm  than  good.  Work  with  them  the  best  you  can:  try  to  make 
them  as  efficient  teachers  as  possible,  and  only  as  the  last  resort  dis- 
miss them;  but  it  must  be  done  sometimes. 

Q.  What  constitutes  failure?  A.  If  the  scholars  stay  away 
from  the  class  and  won't  come  back,  that  is  a  pretty  sure  sign  the 
teacher  has  failed,  or  if  a  teacher  does  not  attend  with  regularity 
himself;  but  even  then  you  may  by  patience  secure  good  results. 
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Q.  In  settling  questions  in  tlie  Sunday-school,  who  should  do  the 
voting,  all  the  children,  or  the  adults?  A.  How  do  they  manage  it 
in  the  public  school,  do  they  let  children  in  the  public  school  direct 
the  teachers  or  do  they  take  a  vote?  If  they  do,  we  may  do  it  in  the 
Sunday-school  too.  In  my  judgment  the  people  who  do  the  work  in 
the  Sunday-school,  who  give  time  and  thought  and  study  to  the 
cause,  are  the  ones  to  decide  questions  pertaining  to  the  school. 
The  officers  and  the  teachers  are  the  ones  who  should  decide  all  ques- 
tions, and  not  the  scholars.  Never  take  a  vote  in  your  Sunday-school 
on  a  question  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Would  you  have  a  Normal  class  during  the  session  of  the 
school?  A.  Yes,  I  would  have  one  class  that  would  spend  about 
five  minutes  each  Sunday  on  the  regular  Sunday-school  lesson  to  see 
whether  they  have  studied  it  or  not,  and  then  devote  twenty -five 
minutes  to  a  Normal  lesson  until  they  have  finished  the  course  and 
can  pass  an  examination  upon  it,  and  then  I  would  bring  them  up 
here  to  get  their  diplomas. 

Q.  Would  not  that  plan  deprive  a  great  many  of  taking  the  Nor^ 
mal  course  who  would  like  to  do  it?  A.  If  you  can  have  a  Normal 
class  at  an  hour  when  other  people  can  join  it  might  be  advantageous, 
but  I  would  have  a  class  in  the  school.  You  may  be  able  to  carry  on 
one  at  another  hour,  but  I  find  as  a  rule  you  cannot  depend  upon 
people  to  attend  regularly  unless  it  is  connected  with  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  I  would  have  no  hesitation  in  setting  one  class  at  work 
on  a  Normal  course. 

Q.  Who  would  you  have  teach  the  Normal  class?  A.  The  best 
person  you  can  find. 

Q.  Would  you  hold  the  Normal  class  in  the  same  room  with  the 
other  classes?  A.  Yes,  have  it  in  the  same  room  if  necessary.  Put 
a  blackboard  up  in  front  of  the  class  and  don't  talk  too  loud.  Many 
things  can  be  done  in  one  room  if  peoi:)le  are  patient. 

Q.  What  will  you  do  with  teachers  who  will  not  attend  the 
teachers'  meeting?  A.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we  could  have  a 
teachers'  meeting  in  connection  with  every  Sunday-school,  but  the 
first  business  is  to  have  a  Sunday-school,  and  a  good  Sunday-school; 
and  in  these  times  the  Sunday-school  teacher  has  so  many  helps  at 
his  command,  such  a  wonderful  array  of  suggestions  at  his  disposal  in 
the  way  of  preparation,  that  without  a  teachers'  meeting  he  can  do 
better  than  he  could  do  with  a  teachers'  meeting  thirty  years  ago. 
Unless  you  make  your  teachers'  meeting  so  valuable  and  profitable  as 
to  be  an  object  for  the  teachers  to  attend,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to 
scold  them  for  not  coming.  You  must  have  a  good  teachers' meeting 
if  you  want  them  to  come. 

Q.  Should  any  part  of  the  Sunday-school  hour  be  taken  up  with 
recitations  and  other  things  that  savor  of  entertainment?  A.  As  a 
rule,  no;  but  once  in  a  while  there  may  be  a  very  beautiful  poem  on 
the  subject  of  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  and  I  would  have  somebody 
that  can  speak  well  stand  up  and  recite  it,  it  will  add  interest  to  the 
lesson.  The  vital  work  of  the  Sunday-school  is  to  teach  the  Word  of 
God.  Whatever  bears  on  that  belongs  to  the  Sunday-school,  and 
whatever  does  not  relate  to  that  directly  or  indirectly  should  be  left 
out. 
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Q.  Is  thirty  minutes  long  enough  for  the  study  of  the  lesson? 
A.  When  I  became  a  superintendent  it  destroyed  half  a  dozen  of  my 
first  class  speeches.  A  teacher  came  to  me  and  said:  "Can't  I  keep 
my  class  in  the  room  without  opening  the  doors  for  the  rest  of  the 
liour?  We  can't  get  through  our  lesson,  sometimes  not  more  than 
two  or  three  verses;  can't  you  let  us  stay  there?"  I  said  to  him, 
''How  long  do  you  think  a  minister  should  preach  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing?" He  said^  "thirty  minutes  as  a  rule."  I  said,  "If  the  minister 
who  has  spent  a  whole  week  in  preparation  cannot  hold  a  congrega- 
tion more  than  thirty  or  thirty-five  minutes,  how  long  do  you  sup- 
pose you  ought  to  talk  to  your  Sunday-school  class?"  My  opinion  is 
that  thirty  minutes  is  as  long  as  any  ordinary  teacher  can  keep  the 
attention  of  his  class  on  one  subject. 

B.  F.  Jacobs:  For  the  purpose  of  helping  to  find  out  what  we 
as  Sunday-school  workers  can  better  do  through  the  different  Young 
Peoples'  Societies,  Mr.  John  H.  Chapman,  President  of  the  Baptist 
Young  People's  Union,  will  now  address  us. 

THE  RELATION  OF  THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY 

TO  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

John  H.  Chapman,  Chicago. 

The  topic  that  I  have  been  called  upon  to  discuss  is  not  a  problem 
by  any  means.  There  are  many  problems  to  settle  in  connection 
with  different  forms  of  Christian  work  but  this  has  never  been  one  of 
them;  there  has  never  been  any  question  as  to  the  close  relationship 
bound  to  exist  between  these  two  organizations.  The  existence  of 
either  one  makes  easier,  not  to  say  necessary,  the  establishment  of 
the  other.  The  young  peoples'  societies  of  which  we  are  all  so  proud, 
and  that  are  coming  to  be  such  a  factor  in  every  denomination,  could 
never  have  had  existence  but  for  the  splendid  work  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  the  ideal  school  for  which  we  have  aimed  and  for  which 
we  have  labored  and  prayed  for  many  years,  is  going  to  be  made  pos- 
sible by  the  glorious  work  of  the  Young  People's  Societies. 

In  order  to  consider  this  proposition,  we  must  look  at  the  weak 
points  in  Sunday-school  work  and  consider  what  has  prevented  our 
ideal  school.  I  could  never  disparage  or  listen  unmoved  to 
disparagement  of  the  Sunday-school.  It  has  been  under  God  one  of 
the  mightiest  of  the  church's  agencies;  but  it  is  no  disparagement  to 
say  that  its  power  for  good  has  never  reached,  or  come  near  to  reach- 
ing, its  highest  attainment.  It  is  not  a  rarity  to  have  children,  in 
spite  of  a  regular  attendance  upon  Sunday-school  from  their  earliest 
youth,  grow  to  maturity  with  but  a  meager  knowledge  of  the  Bible. 

However  much  we  who  love  the  Sunday-school  may  deplore  this 
fact,  we  must  admit  that  it  is  altogether  too  true.  The  astonishing 
igorance  that  is  prevalent  among  three-fourths  of  our  church  going 
people  would  not  be  possible  if  our  Sunday-school  work  had  been 
up  to  the  standard  that  we  wish  for  it.  The  Bible  is  a  wonder- 
ful book,  comparatively  small  though  it  be,  it  is  a  hard  book  to  know. 
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He  who  has  obtained  even  a  fair  knowledge  of  its  pages  has  been  a 
faithful  and  patient  student  for  years.  Faithful  and  patient  study 
will  be  secured  from  the  many  only  when  they  are  given  a  masterful 
leadership  that  shall  inspire  to  study,  and  our  children  in  the  Sun- 
day-school, in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  have  lacked  such  leadership. 

A  brief  half  hour  once  a  week  is  little  enough  to  make  an  impres- 
sion on  the  mind  of  the  child  and  turn  it  into  channels  of  study. 
How  necessary  it  is  that  those  brief  touches  should  be  from  the  hand 
of  a  master.  But  now  what  are  the  facts?  Here  is  a  young  Chris- 
tian, she  has  just  opened  her  eyes  of  faith  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ 
Jesus;  she  is  a  babe  in  Christ;  she  knows  no  more  of  the  Bible  than 
the  texts  that  led  her  to  put  her  trust  in  the  Savior.  Now  the 
superintendent  comes  to  her  and  begs  her  to  take  a  class  in  the  Sun- 
day-school. In  vain  she  pleads  that  she  does  not  know  God's  "Word; 
he  tells  her  she  will  learn  it  by  teaching,  and  persuades  her  that  trust 
in  God  and  faithfulness  are  all  that  are  needed  to  fit  her  to  teach; 
and  so  she  goes,  and,  oh  the  pit  1/  of  if,  for  let  her  be  ever  so  earnest 
and  faithful,  those  keen  eyed  children  soon  discover  her  ignorance. 
They  are  students  in  the  public  schools  and  I  tell  yon  the  same  dis- 
order and  lack  of  progress  would  be  apparent  in  that  day  school  if 
the  children  were  given  teachers  equally  unfitted  for  the  task  they 
are  trying  to  accomplish.  I  believe  the  angels  weep  over  the  bung- 
ling work  done  by  many  of  our  Sabbath-school  teachers. 

Away  with  the  thought  that  anyone  can  teach  a  Sunday-school 
class.  There  is  a  sacredness  about  the  office  that  has  received  too 
little  respect,  and  we  will  never  see  the  ideal  school  until  we  require 
something  more  of  our  teachers  than  earnestness  and  faithfulness. 
But  there  is  hope  for  the  young  teacher,  she  will  do  that  class  of 
little  ones  no  good,  some  harm  pernaps;  but  because  she  is  earnest 
and  faithful  she  will  see  her  own  Jieed  and  in  a  few  years  will  have 
stumbled  her  way  into  a  portion  of  Bible  knowledge  and  perhaps  be- 
come an  efficient  teacher. 

But  all  of  our  teachers  are  not  even  earnest  and  faithful;  how  do  I 
know?  Because  in  spite  of  their  wofnl  ignorance  they  will  not 
come  to  a  teachers'  meeting;  they  do  not  give  one-tenth  of  the  time 
to  the  preparation  of  the  lesson  that  good  teaching  requires,  and  they 
make  no  persistent  effort  of  any  kind  to  fit  tliemselves  for  the  highest 
and  holiest  work  that  was  ever  given  into  the  hands  of  humanity, 
namely  leading  the  little  ones  into  a  knowledge  of  God's  Word;  but  why 
does  a  superintendent  permit  even  one  such  person  to  retain  a  class? 
Well,  usually  because  he  cannot  secure  enough  efficient  teachers  to 
man  the  classes  in  the  school.  This  has  always  been  the  great  draw- 
back to  our  Sunday-school  work,  but  the  day  is  approaching  when 
the  superintendent  will  be  able  to  examine  and  reject  applicants  for 
the  holy  office  rather  than  beg  for  the  unwilling  and  inefficient.  The 
time  is  approaching  when  a  Christian  will  regard  the  position  of  a 
Sunday-school  teacher  the  greatest  honor  that  can  be  won  in  God's 
service;  and  not  until  loe  have  learned  to  take  such  a  vieivof  the  work 
will  the  average  Christian  take  the  trouble  to  fit  himself  for  the 
office. 

And  now  let  us  consider  what  part  the  Young  People's  Societies 
are  to   have  in  bringing  about  this  desirable  change.     The   work 
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among  our  young  people  has  only  just  begun.  There  are  those  who 
talk  of  young  people's  societies  as  though  they  had  reached  the 
utmost  limit  of  their  attainment,  and  as  though  future  generations 
would  look  back  upon  this  day  as  the  glorious  day  of  young  people. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  so  regard  this  movement.  I  believe 
we  are  living  only  in  the  dawn  of  a  day  that  shall  be  bright  with 
blessing.  There  are  some  things  about  this  young  people's  movement 
that  have  reached  their  height,  and  that  will  die  out,  as  they  should. 
There  are  hosts  of  young  people  to-day  who  believe  that  a  superficial, 
effervescent  enthusiasm  is  sufficient  equipment  for  all  that  they  will 
be  likely  to  meet  in  Christian  service.  These  people  must  meet  their 
Bull  Run  and  comeback  to  the  solid,  serious  work  of  a  sufficient  prep- 
aration. 

God  bless  youthful  enthusiasm.  Without  the  vigorous  effort  that 
it  makes  possible,  we  could  accomplish  but  little.  But  the  greatest 
good  that  this  young  people's  revival  holds  is  in  its  erl ucational  possi- 
bilities. I  hojDC  no  one  will  suppose  from  this  statement  that  I  be- 
lieve our  young  people  should  be  led  to  give  their  attention  to 
Shakespeare  and  Browning  and  be  diverted  from  evangelical  efforts. 
This  is  by  no  means  my  conception  of  the  best  that  the  word  Educa- 
tion contains.  I  believe  in  a  liberal  education,  hampered  as  I  find 
myself  by  the  irreparable  loss  of  early  advantages,  forced  upon  me 
by  poverty.  1  have  one  earnest  prayer  for  my  children,  that  whatever 
they  may  lack  of  material  wealth,  I  may  be  able  to  give  them  the 
power  and  equipment  of  all  the  education  they  are  capable  of  re- 
ceiving. 

But  secular  education  alone  could  not  save  a  single  soul  from  sin 
and  death,  nor  fit  the  wisest  mortal  to  lead  another  to  the  foot  of  the 
Cross.  There  is  an  enlightenment  which  comes  from  spiritual  sources 
alone.  The  Comforter,  whom  Jesus  promised  ''should  take  of  things 
of  mine  and  shotu  them  unto  yon,"  is  given  not  to  the  world,  and 
resides  in  no  institution  of  learning.  He  is  the  great  educator,  and 
it  is  to  His  tutorship  that  our  young  people  must  be  led  that  they 
may  be  fitted  to  take  the  world  for  Christ. 

But  I  think  no  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament  is  so  often  mis- 
understood as  this  enlightening  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Some 
people  actually  teach,  and  many  young  people  really  believe,  that  to 
study  the  Bible  under  the  light  of  secular  history,  to  examine  and 
compare  comments  upon  its  texts,  and  even  to  work  diligently  for  a 
mental  comprehension  of  its  contents,  is  somehow  a  slight  put  upon 
the  Holy  Spirit's  work.  Jesus  did  not  mean  to  paralyze  mental  effort 
when  he  made  that  promise,  and  its  fulfilment  is  made  impossible  to 
the  one  who  does  not  diligently  search  the  Scripture.  The  Holy 
Spirit  will  not  work  a  miracle  for  every  believer,  and  how  else  could 
he  take  and  show  things  of  Christ  to  one  who  did  not  possess  himself 
of  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  church  history  and  missionary  effort? 
If  you  do  not  know  the  book  of  Malachi,  the  Spirit  will  never  use  it 
to  enlighten  you;  if  you  are  a  stranger  to  the  Psalms,  He  will  not 
show  you  the  mountain  peaks  of  spiritual  exaltation  contained  therein; 
if  you  are  ignorant  of  Jewish  history,  the  magnificent  lessons  of 
God's  gracious  dealings  with  His  people  will  never  be  used  by  the 
Spirit  to  uplift  your  daily  life;  if  you  do  not  know  the  pages  of  Old  Tes- 
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tament  prophecy,  the  Spirit  will  not  use  them  to  strengthen  your 
faith  or  brighten  your  hope,  and  if  the  sweet  picture  of  the  daily  life 
of  Jesus  is  only  dimly  or  partially  known  to  you,  you  will  only  be  led 
or  helped  as  far  as  you  have  made  yourself  acquainted  with  the 
things  of  Christ.  Gary  and  Judson  have  lived  in  vain  as  far  as  the 
person  who  is  ignorant  of  their  work  is  concerned. 

Friends,  I  believe  this  great  fact  accounts  for  the  meagre,  flimsy 
fruitage  of  the  lives  of  so  many  of  God's  children,  who  at  the  same 
time  are  praying  for  the  Holy  Spirit's  guidance.  The  Spirit  comes, 
but  there  is  nothing  for  the  Spirit  to  work  with,  and  how  can  the 
things  of  Christ  add  to  the  strength  of  one  who  knows  them  not. 

We  have  had  news  from  our  navy  in  the  Orient  this  past  week. 
Does  anyone  suppose  that  as  the  account  of  that  victory  was  passed 
from  lip  to  lip  among  our  soldiers,  the  arm  was  not  strengthened  and 
the  heart  made  bolder?  And  if  it  had  been  defeat,  ought  not  our 
army  to  have  known  it  that  the  strength  of  their  foe  might  be  prop- 
erly estimated?  But  suppose  that  the  news  had  never  reached  one 
division  of  the  army,  how  could  they  have  been  helped  or  strength- 
ened by  Dewey's  achievements? 

Grod  has  given  his  children  glorious  victories  through  the  past 
ages,  and  the  Army  of  the  Lord  ought  to  know  it.  And  there  have 
been  places  and  times  when  they  have  come  back  defeated  and  sor- 
rowful, and  the  reasons  for  this  need  to  be  known  to  our  soldiers  of 
to-day. 

This  Young  People's  movement  will  have  begun  to  bear  its  blessed 
fruitage  when  the  great  mass  of  our  young  people  are  rooted  and 
grounded  in  Bible  study,  in  Church  history  and  in  Missionary  knowl- 
edge. I  am  a  Baptist,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  say  that  our 
denomination  has  taken  a  leading  place  in  turning  this  great  revival 
among  the  young  into  channels  of  study.  I  am  glad  we  have  given 
to  them  a  motto  so  worthy  as,  ''Culture  for  Service,"  and  we  call 
upon  all  denominations  to  follow  in  our  lead,  and  if  this  is  done  I 
prophesy  for  the  future  a  host  of  teachers  that  shall  be  able  to  bring 
to  pass  that  for  which  we  have  all  been  looking,  the  ideal  Sunday- 
school. 

There  was  a  time  when  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  have  an 
educated  ministry,  when  the  smart  man  and  the  one  supposed  to  be 
led  by  the  Holy  Spirit^  was  the  one  who  could  preach  without  thought 
or  preparation.  Now,  a  man  who  wishes  to  follow  the  ministry  must 
give  years  to  preparation,  and  we  are  coming  to  believe  that  even  cur 
missionaries  need  a  systematic  and  extended  course  of  study  to  fit 
them  for  service  on  the  field.  I  believe  this  is  as  it  should  be,  but  I 
also  believe  that  if  we  had  to  choose  between  two  evils,  we  would  be 
stronger  as  a  Christian  host  even  with  untrained  ministers  and  mis- 
sionaries if  in  exchange  for  our  present  magnificent  equipment  in 
these  quarters  we  could  have  in  sufficient  numbers  thoroughly  trained 
Sunday-school  workers. 

Error  and  ignorance  work  greater  havoc  among  the  young  than 
anywhere  else,  and  if  any  work  in  all  the  list  of  Christian  services 
should  demand  a  certificate  indicating  competency,  the  office  of 
Sunday-school  should.  I  believe  the  day  is  coming  when  a  teacher 
who  is  accepted  in  a  well  regulated  school  will  be  required  to  pass  an 
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examination  as  to  her  fitness  to  teach,  and  I  believe  that  out  of  this 
host  of  young  people  whose  eyes  are  being  opened  to  the  need  of  ser- 
vice, the  demands  of  service,  and  the  privilege  of  service,  will  come 
a  great  host  from  whom  may  be  chosen  those  counted  worthy  to  teach 
the  word  of  God  in  the  Sabbath- school. 

The  relation  then  of  the  Young  People's  Society  to  the  Sunday- 
school  is  the  relation  of  the  river  to  the  lake.  Beating  its  heaving 
bosom  restlessly  the  lake  yields  up  its  vapor  to  the  cloud,  and  the 
cloud  carries  its  showers  out  over  all  the  land  to  break  in  blessing  on 
the  mountain  sides,  and  these  in  spring  and  stream  and  rivulet  flow 
on  into  the  mighty  river,  scattering  blessing  and  verdure  all  along  the 
way,  but  rushing  with  resistless  force  into  the  bosom  of  the  lake  again. 
So  this  great  host  of  Sunday-schools  that  has  been  forming  for  more 
than  a  century,  father's  this  young  people's  movement.  These 
showers  of  blessing  were  drawn  by  the  Sun  of  Kighteousness 
from  their  bosom,  and  like  the  river  they  are  coming,  gathering 
strength  and  momentum  as  they  flow  to  pour  all  their  treasure  into 
the  Sunday-school  again.  May  the  mighty  blessing  of  spiritual 
refreshment  go  on  until  all  the  earth  shall  know  him  from  the 
least  unto  the  greatest. 


''THE  LOYAL  SABBATH-SCHOOL  ARMY." 
Rev.  J.  A.  Renwick,  Henderson  Co. 

The  world  hails  with  delight  any  invention  or  improvement  that 
increases  the  utility  or  practicability  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

Advance  and  progress  are  written  over  workshop  and  counter, 
factory  and  farm,  office  and  mine  the  world  over. 

The  church  ought  to  be  in  the  front  rank  of  advance  and  progress, 
and  not  only  welcome,  but  utilize  everything  that  would  tend 
to  increase  her  efficiency  in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the  world, 
and  of  training  the  children  of  the  land  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  a  recent  number  of  a  leading  Philadelphia  Journal,  there  ap- 
peared an  editorial  on  the  "  Decay  of  the  Sunday-school,"  in 
which  the  editor  says,  "Even  the  most  zealous  advocates  of  the  Sun- 
day-school, concede  the  fact  that  its  strength  is  on  the  wane,  that  a 
careful  study  of  more  than  two  hundred  Sunday-schools  reveals  this 
condition  in  nearly  every  case,  there  are  exceptional  cases,  but  for 
the  most  part  the  average  Sunday-school  is  in  a  state  of  moldering  de- 
cay." These  are  serious  charges  against  the  Sabbath-school  in  these 
closing  years  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 

I  believe  the  editor's  criticism  against  the  average  Sabbath-school 
is  largely  in  the  critic's  own  mind.  This  I  am  sure  of,  that  his 
"study  of  more  than  two  hundred  Sunday-schools,"  were  not  the 
schools  of  District  Number  Eight,  composed  of  Warren,  McDonough, 
Hancock  and  Henderson  Counties,  which  I  think  I  know  some- 
thing about.  And  I  think  I  am  safe,  also,  in  saying  that  none  of 
these ''more  than  two  hundred  schools"  are  found  in  the  State  of 
Illinois.  I  am  confident,  Mr.  President,  that  not  one  of  these  "more 
than  two  hundred  Sunday-schools,"  was  a  "Loyal  Army  school." 
I  think  this  criticism  is  a  slander  on  the  Sabbath-school  cause,  and 


104  Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention. 

I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  know  if  this  editor  has  been  or  is  now 
enrolled  in  any  Sabbath- school,  either  as  teacher,  superintendent  or 
scholar. 

I  am  sure  had  he  looked  in  on  the  world's  great  Sabbath-school 
convention,  held  at  St.  Louis  in  1893,  when  the  leading  Sabbath- 
school  workers  from  all  parts  of  the  world  were  gathered  to  consider 
the  advance  lines  of  Sabbath -school  work,  he  would  not  have  thought 
that  the  strength  of  the  Sabbath-school  was  on  the  wane.  Or  had  he 
been  here  to-day  and  looked  in  on  this  State  Convention  of  almost 
eight  hundred  zealous  workers  gathered  from  all  parts  of  Illinois,  he 
would  not  think  the  Sabbath-school  cause  was  in  a  "state  of  molder- 
ing  decay."  I  am  greatly  concerned  also  to  know  who  these  ''most 
zealous  advocates"  of  the  Sabbath- school  cause  are,  with  whom  this 
editor  has  had  such  a  remarkable  interview,  and  have  given  him  such 
information?  I  had  wondered  if  he  had  interviewed  our  good 
Brother  Dr.  Hurlbut  of  New  York,  but  after  hearing  his  address  to- 
day I  was  convinced  that  the  editor  had  not  received  his  information 
from  him.  Nor  could  it  have  been  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  from  the  amount  of  ammunition  he  has  furnished 
us  in  the  annual  report.  I  feel  like  moving  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  fire  a  load  of  this  ammunition  over  the  deck  of 
the  Philadelphia  editor  and  order  him  to  "heave  to." 

While  our  Sabbath-schools  are  not  in  a  "state  of  moldering  de- 
cay," there  is  a  semblance  of  truth  in  the  article  referred  to,  and 
we  ought  to  face  the  fact  that  our  Sabbath-schools  are  not  the  power 
they  might  be,  and  neither  what  they  ought  and  could  be.  In  all 
our  schools  there  are  difficulties,  some  have  one  kind  and  some  have 
another,  some  have  few,  others  have  many,  but  there  are  some  diffi- 
culties that  are  found  in  all  ourschools,viz. :  Irregular  attendance  by 
both  teachers  and  scholars;  lack  of  home  preparation  of  the  lesson, 
and  a  lack  of  systematic  contributions.  "The  Loyal  Sabbath-school 
Army  method  "  has  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this,  and 
wherever  introduced  and  faithfully  worked  has  largely  remedied 
these  evils,  and  has  saved  many  a  school  that  has  adopted  it  from  "a 
state  of  moldering  decay."  The  Loyal  Army  method  emphasizes 
three  very  essential  things  which  are  necessary  for  a  successful  Sab- 
bath-school. 

I.  A  Definite  Standard.  II.  An  Honest  Record.  III.  A  Pub- 
lic Recognition. 

Notice  these  three  essentials. 

I.  A  Definite  statidard.  In  many  of  our  Sabbath-schools  there 
is  nothing  definite.  The  scholars  scarcely  know  what  is  expected  of 
them,  and  the  teachers  scarcely  know  what  they  expect  of  their 
scholars,and  since  there  is  nothing  definite  in  requirements  or  in  attain- 
ments, as  a  result  there  is  irregular  attendance  upon  the  part  of  both 
teachers  and  scholars,  there  are  poorly  prepared  lessons,  and  very 
often  no  offering  for  the  Lord. 

In  every  successful  business  or  enterprise  there  must  be  a  definite 
standard.  Down  yonder  at  Springfield  our  boys  who  form  the  State 
militia,  are  being  measured  and  examined  by  United  States  officers; 
there  is  a  definite  standard  fixed  and  all  who  fail  to  reach  that 
standard  are  rejected. 


Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention.  105 

Onr  military  and  naval  academies  have  their  standards  of  admission 
and  graduation.  Our  colleges  have  a  definite  standard,  our  public 
schools  have  a  definite  standard  set  before  the  pupils.  The  great 
trouble  with  many  of  onr  Sabbath-schools  is  there  is  nothing  definite 
required,  and  consequently  nothing  definitely  accomplished.  The 
Loyal  Army  method  presents  something  definite;  a  definite  standard 
in  three  particular  things.  Punctual  attendance,  A  well  prepared 
lesson.     A  money  offering  of  some  kind  every  Sabbath. 

1.  Punctual  attendance.  The  scholar  that  is  present  and  on 
time  every  Sabbath  deserves  and  ought  to  have  credit  for  it.  Why 
are  our  children  on  time  in  our  day  schools?  Because  the  teacher 
expec'-o  them  to  be  and  gives  them  credit  for  it;  the  parents  expect 
them  to  be  and  see  that  they  are  on  time.  Why  shouldn't  the  schol- 
ars in  our  Sabbath-schools  be  expected  to  be  present  on  time? 
Why  shouldn't  parents  expect  them  to  be  present  and  on  time?  Be- 
cause there  is  no  definite  standard  fixed  and  no  credit  given  for 
punctual  attendance.  When  scholars  are  given  credit  for  doing  a 
thing  and  they  know  that  you  expect  them  to  do  that  thing,  they 
very  seldom  disappoint  you. 

Not  only  does  this  method  encourage  attendance  upon  the  part 
of  scholars,  but  it  also  emphasizes  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher.  No  teacher  can  afford  to  come  late  to  his  or  her  class,  when 
their  scholars  know  that  the  tardiness  must  go  on  record. 

2.  This  method  sets  a  standard  for  lesson  study.  The  reason 
many  scholars  do  not  have  their  lessons  is  because  nothing  definite 
has  been  given  them  to  do,  and  nothing  definite  is  done.  This 
method  assigns  something  definite  and  this  encourages  the  home 
preparation.  The  boy  that  comes  with  a  well  prepared  lesson  ought 
not  to  stand  on  a  par  with-  the  who  has  with  little  or  no  preparation.  If 
there  is  no  distinction  made  between  the  boy  that  has  a  good  lesson 
ann  the  one  that  has  a  poor  one,  the  tendency  is  to  discourage  study. 
The  Loyal  Army  method  recognizes  a  difference  and  gives  credit 
where  it  is  deserved,  this  encourages  the  good,  and  stimulates  the 
poor  to  something  better.  It  also  enlists  the  parents  in  the  lesson 
study  at  home. 

3.'  It  also  fixes  a  definite  standard  for  giving.  One  great  need  in 
all  our  churches  to-day  is  systematic  benevolence.  In  giving  we 
are  engaged  in  worship  as  much  as  when  singing  or  praying,  and  our 
children  ought  to  be  taught  when  we  come  to  worship  God  we  are  to 
present  an  offering  to  him — not  how  much  but  regularly.  No  account 
is  taken  of  the  amount  of  the  offering,  but  of  the  fact  that  there  is  an 
offering  of  some  kind. 

For  these  three  definite  things  there  are  given  three  credits: 
Punctual   attendance — one    credit.     Well  prepared    lesson — one 
credit.     A  money  offering — one  credit.     Our  Motto  is: 
''On  time  every  time. 
*'A  well  learned  lesson  every  time. 
''A  money  offering  to  the  Lord  every  time." 
II.     The  second  thing  emphasized  by  the  Loyal  Army  method  is 
''an  honest  record."     A  well  kept  record  is  the  best  stimulus  to  secure 
faithfulness  on  the  part  of  scholars.     "The  "Improved  Class  Book" 
gives  every  teacher  an  opportunity  of  keeping  an  honest  record,  and 
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six  years  from  last  Sabbath,  it  may  be  known  whether  or  not  any 
scholar  in  the  school  was  present  on  that  day,  and  whether  or  not 
he  had  a  good  lesson.  Such  a  record  itself  is  a  stimulus  to  both 
teacher  and  scholar. 

III.  Public  recognition.  It  is  possible  for  any  scholar  to  re- 
ceive 39  credits  during  each  quarter.  Every  scholar  receiving  30 
credits  during  the  quarter  as  shown  by  the  teacher's  record,  is  given 
a  certificate  signed  by  the  superintendent,  and  is  also  placed  on  the 
roll  of  honor.  At  the  end  of  the  year  all  those  who  have  obtained 
certificates  of  merit  for  four  consecutive  quarters  are  presented  with 
a  diploma  issued  by  the  State  Sabbath-school  Association  of  Illinois 
and  signed  by  the  secretary  of  the  association. 

The  presentation  of  these  diplomas  is  usually  made  a  special  occa- 
sion of  honor,  and  those  who  receive  them  are  publicly  recognized. 
Having  used  this  ''Loyal  Army  method"  for  many  years  I  am  pre- 
pared CO  say  that  it  has  greatly  helped  our  school  along  the  special 
lines  mentioned,  and  I  can  heartily  commend  it  to  you. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Hare,  the  president  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  resolutions,  E.  E.  Exter,  of  St.  Clair  Co.,  W.  B.  Rundle, 
of  De  Witt  Co.,  and  H.  H.  West,  of  Winnebago  Co. 

Report  of  Auditing  Committee: 

"Your  committee  begs  leave  to  report  that  we  have  examined  the 
report  of  R.  W.  Hare,  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  correct." 

P.  P.  Laughltn,    J.  S.  Thompson,    A.  B.  Puterbaugh, 

The  Auditing  Committee's  Report  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Hurlbut  offered  prayer  and  pronounced  the  benediction. 


NORMAL  ALUMNI  MEETING. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Normal  Alumni  Association 
was  held  in  the  Baptist  Church,  Galesburg,  Wednesday,  May  11th  at 
5  P.  M.  After  a  brief  time  spent  socially,  the  guests  were  invited 
into  the  spacious  dining  room  where  one  hundred  and  thirty  Normal 
Graduotes. students  and  friends,  partook  of  a  splendid  banquet  served 
by  the  ladies  of  the  Baptist  church.  Following  the  banquet  came 
the  feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul. 

Mu.  W.  C.  Pearce,  President  of  the  Alumni  Association  acted 
as  Master  of  Ceremonies.  He  called  on  Prof.  E.  0.  Excell,  who  led 
the  audience  in  singing  "Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds." 

Dr.  J.  L.  Hurlbut  was  introduced,  and  spoke  on  the  "Value  of 
Normal  Training."  He  said  the  value  of  Normal  Training  as  given 
in  our  military  academies  is  illustrated  by  the  way  our  great  generals 
manage  their  campaigns,  and  referred  to  the  capture  of  Manila  as  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  value  of  such  a  course  of  training. 
Trained  workers  come  to  the  front  in  every  department  of  work.  We 
need  such  workers   in   our   Sabbath-schools,    because  many  scholars 


Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention.  107 

come  to  our  schools  who  have  no  religious  training  at  home,  and 
many  remain  for  so  short  a  time  that  we  need  the  best  of  trained 
teachers  to  enable  us  to  improve  our  brief  opportunity  for  religious 
instruction. 

Mr.  Leo  Philips,  of  Sterling,  who  has  been  taking  a  course  in 
The  Moody  Training  School,  then  sang  very  beautifully  a  song 
entitled  "Moment  by  Moment." 

Rev.  H.  Moser,  of  Carroll  Co.,  spoke  on  "The  Normal  Class  in 
Cities  and  Towns."  He  had  organized  a  number  of  such  classes. 
Last  winter  he  had  quite  a  revival  in  his  church,  and  the  thought 
came  to  him  that  a  Normal  Class  would  afford  the  best  opportu- 
nity to  train  these  young  converts  for  eifective  work.  So  he  organ- 
ized a  class,  which  has  increased  until  it  now  numbers  seventy  mem- 
bers. His  plan  of  conducting  the  class  is  quite  original;  he  uses 
pictures  and  charts.  His  watch  words  are  Prayer,  Prepare,  Plan, 
Persevere. 

Rev.  G.  B.  Safford,  of  Iroquois  Co.  spoke  of  "A  Normal  Class 
in  the  Country."  He  also  had  organized  a  number  of  classes;  some 
had  graduated,  and  some  had  gravitated.  The  most  successful  class 
had  been  in  the  country;  this  was  partially  owing  to  the  surround- 
ings, black-boards,  desks,  etc.  He  had  been  seeking  some  hard  work 
for  the  Master,  so  he  went  out  into  the  country  and  organized  this 
class.  Some  of  the  results  of  this  normal  class:  The  class  still  lives. 
It  has  increased  in  attendance  and  has  given  a  splendid  secretary  to 
the  county  work. 

Prof.  H.  M.  Hamill  answered  to  the  toast,  "Our  State  Associa- 
tion and  Alumni."  His  first  attempt  at  Normal  Work  was  at  Spring- 
field, in  a  Normal  Institute.  He  said  he  owed  much  to  the  old 
mother  Chautauqua;  this  has  been  the  incentive  to  the  Normal  De- 
partment. In  organizing  the  Normal  Department  the  Illinois  Sun- 
day-school Association  has  answered  to  the  needs  of  the  common 
people.  He  could  see  the  uplift  of  Sunday-school  work  in  the 
demand  for  better  prepared  superintendents  and  teachers. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs  was  then  called  on.  "Our  Alumni  and  the 
State  Association,"  was  his  topic.  He  said  in  part:  We  can  try  to  do 
a  great  deal.  In  the  beginning  we  went  slow,  because  the  people  did 
not  understand  our  plans  and  methods  of  work.  Anything  of  import- 
ance in  the  International  Work  has  taken  from  six  to  nine  years  to 
accomplish  the  desired  end.  He  proposed  that  the  Normal  Alumni 
be  asked  to  pay  one  dollar  a  year  each  to  sustain  the  work  by  erecting 
a  building  to  the  children  of  Illinois.  One  of  the  natural  impulses 
of  the  boy  is  to  climb,  so  let  us  help  him  climb.  We  ought  to 
attempt  great  things  for  God  and  expect  great  things  from  God. 

Altogether  this  was  one  of  the  most  delightful  meetings  of  the 
convention,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  be  but  the  beginning  of  many 
such  meetings  which  will  result  in  lasting  good  to  the  Sunday-school 
work  in  Illinois.  One  thing  which  all  very  much  deplored  was  the 
absence,  on  account  of  sickness,  of  our  beloved  State  Secretary,  Mr. 
W.  B.  Jacobs.  Prof.  Hamill  moved  that  a  telegram  of  sympathy  and 
love  be  sent  to  Mr.  Jacobs  from  this,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  and  congratulating  him  on  what  he  had  done  for  the 
normal  work. 
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The  president  sent  the  following  telegram: 

"The  Alumni  sends  greetings.  We  owe  you  much;  accept  pay  in 
love.     Read  Numbers  6:24-26." 

A  resolution  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Pearce  for  what  he 
had  done  to  make  this  banquet  a  success. 

The  Nominating  Committee  reported  the  following  names  as 
officers  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  the  coming  year,  which  were 
unanimously  elected  : 

President,  Rev.  G.  B.  Safford,  Onarga. 

Secretary,  Miss  Deborah  P.  Cummins,  Aledo. 

Treasurer,  Mr.  Geo.  P.  Perry,  Sterling. 

Marshall,  Dr.  W.  E.  Buxton,  Samsville. 


SECOND  DAY,  EVENING  SESSION. 

At  7:30  Prof.  Excell  announced  as  the  opening  song,  "America," 
which  was  sung  enthusiastically  by  an  audience  of  two  thousand 
people.     Other  selections  followed. 

At  8  o'clock  President  Farson  took  the  chair,  and  introduced  Rev. 
S.  B.  Moore,  pastor  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  Galesburg,  who 
conducted  devotional  exercises,  reading  from  the  13th  chapter  of 
Hebrews,  and  ofEering  prayer. 

"All,  yes  all,  I  give  to  Jesus,"  was  sung. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs:     My  brother  sends  this  telegram  in  response 

to  ours  : 

Chicago,  III.,  May  11th. 

Mr.  John  Farson,  President  Sunday-school  Convention: 

Thanks  for  message  received.     Read  Ephesians,  3:13-21. 

Wherefore  I  desire  that  ye  faint  not  at  my  tribulations  for  you,  which  is 
your  glory.  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  of  whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named,  that  he 
would  grant  you.  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to  be  strengthened  with 
might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man;  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by 
faith;  that  ye,  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend 
with  all  saints  what  is  tlie  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height;  and  to 
know  the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled  with 
all  the  fulness  of  God.  Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto 
him  be  glory  in  the  church  by  Christ  Jesus  throughout  all  ages,  world  without 
end.     Amen. 

W.  B.  Jacobs. 

The  President.  I  am  very  glad  to  greet  this  magnificent  audi- 
ence to-night,  for  notwithstanding  the  murkiness  outside,  there 
shines  for  us  again  the  most  brilliant  star  in  the  Sunday-school  con- 
stellation, who  will  now  address  you,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hurlbut. 
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THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  AVEEAGE  SCHOOL. 

REV.   J.    L.    HURLBUT,   D.    D. 

Mr.  President  and  Friends.  Whenever  I  stand  before  a  com- 
pany of  Sunday-school  Workers  I  feel  like  saying  something  to 
encourage  them,  because  I  think  that  there  are  many  things  in  the 
ordinary  life  of  a  Sunday-school  worker  to  bring  discouragement. 
The  Sunday-school  teacher  works  in  a  little  field.  Only  a  half  dozen 
scholars  gather  about  that  teacher  once  a  week,  and  there  are  so  many 
things  to  do  it  is  difficult  to  know  just  where  to  begin  or  end.  Child- 
hood and  youth  are  not  usually  the  times  for  deep  religious  feeling. 
We  need  not  think  it  strange  that  our  boys  and  girls  are  not  particu- 
larly interested  in  spiritual  matters.  "First  the  natural,  and  after- 
wards that  which  is  spiritual,"  and  we  are  called  to  develop  that  dor- 
mant life  divine  in  the  heart  and  brain  of  our  pupils,  who  are  natu- 
rally mischievous  and  inattentive.  The  teacher  finds  each  Sunday 
that  the  pupils  have  about  forgotten  all  they  heard  the  week  before, 
and  often  he  goes  home  with  a  heavy  heart.  I  have  sometimes 
thought  that  in  our  conventions  the  teacher  is  subjected  to  much 
criticism,  while  such  high  ideals  are  set  up,  and  so  many  excellent 
directions  given  that  he  is  apt  to  go  home  and  say  to  himself,  "Well, 
I  think  I  had  better  give  up  my  class  and  let  some  one  else  try  his 
hand  at  it."  It  is  a  rare  thing  also  for  the  teacher  to  get  from  the 
home  that  encouragement  and  commendation  which  cheers  the  heart 
so  much.  How  rare  it  is  for  the  mother  of  one  of  her  boys  to  take 
the  teacher's  hand  and  say,  "I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  interest  yon 
are  taking  in  that  boy  of  mine,  and  for  the  patience  you  are  showing; 
your  work  is  appreciated  better  than  you  know;  come  around  to-mor- 
row night  and  take  supper  with  us,  and  let  us  have  a  good  evening 
together."  Don't  you  think  it  would  make  the  heart  of  a  Sunday- 
school  teacher  rejoice  to  hear  a  word  like  that,  yet  how  rare  that 
word  is  spoken.  Since  Sunday-school  teachers  have  many  things  to 
discourage  them,  whenever  I  get  a  chance  to  speak  before  a  company 
of  Sunday-school  people,  I  like  to  say,  if  I  can,  something  that  will 
give  encouragement.  This  does  not  prevent  the  word  of  suggestion, 
and  even  criticism,  but  I  do  like  to  say  those  things  which  will  lift 
the  teachers  up  and  not  put  them  down. 

A  great  many  people  will  tell  you  wherein  the  average  Sunday- 
school  fails.  It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  find  fault.  A 
Persian  told  me  once  that  in  his  country  they  have  this  proverb, 
"Any  fool  can  break  a  window."  It  doesn't  require  any  sense  to 
break  a  window,  but  it  does  take  some  sense  to  mend  it.  So  I  say, 
any  body  can  tell  us  wherein  the  Sunday-school  is  a  failure.  You 
can  pick  out  failures  in  this  school  and  in  that,  and  put  them  together 
until  you  can  make  people  believe  that  the  Sunday-school  movement 
is  a  failure;  so  I  have  chosen  as  my  subject  to-night:  "Wherein  the 
average  school  is  a  success."     What  good  does  it  accomplish? 

First  of  all  the  Sunday-school  is  a  success  in  one  great  thing.  It 
sets  a  miUion  people  at  work  in  the  United  States  of  America  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  If  it  did  noth- 
ing else,  that  would  be  reason  enough  for  keeping  the  Sunday-school 
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in  operation.  If  it  does  not  succeed  in  teaching  one  lesson  of  the 
blessed  Word  to  the  hearts  of  our  scholars — but  it  does  teach  a  great 
deal;  if  it  does  not  succeed  in  winning  one  soul — but  it  does  win  a 
great  many;  if  it  did  nothing  more  than  the  good  it  does  to  the  one 
who  works  in  it,  that  would  be  reason  enough  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Sunday-school.  The  Sunday-school  asks  a  great  deal  of  the 
people;  it  asks  them  to  give  their  time,  thought,  study  and  work  for 
fifty-two  Sundays  in  the  year.  I  don't  know  of  any  department  of 
christian  activity  that  asks  as  much  of  the  people  who  labor  in  it,  as 
does  the  Sunday-school.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  teachers'  work; 
of  those  employed  and  paid  for  their  services.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
many  sided  development  of  Christian  work  in  onr  time  that  calls  for 
many  workers  in  many  directions,  and  makes  a  church  in  our  day  a 
perfect  set  of  machines  within  machines.  The  average  church  of  our 
time  is  a  whole  factory  when  properly  organized.  Of  all  the  depart- 
ments in  it  the  one  that  asks  the  most  is  the  Sunday-school;  and 
there  is  no  department  of  Christian  activity  wherein  so  many  people 
are  at  work;  and  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  we  have  in  getting 
teachers,  there  is  no  department  wherein  it  is  so  easy  to  get  workers, 
no  department  wherein  we  can  get  people  to  give  so  much  time  and 
do  so  much  work  as  in  the  Sunday-school;  the  voluntary  and  unpaid 
offering  of  time,  toil,  study,  tears  and  sympathy  is  very  great.  Bless- 
ed be  the  Lord,  these  teachers  have  their  reward  too;  it  comes 
back  to  them  a  hundred  thousand  fold  in  the  blessing  and  the  benefit 
which  they  derive  in  understanding  the  Word  of  God;  in  the  strength 
that  comes  from  Christian  exercise;  in  the  sublime  consciousness  that 
they  are  co-workers  with  Jesus  Christ;  and  in  the  priceless  treasure 
of  the  love  of  their  scholars.  I  could  talk  on  each  one  of  these  ques- 
tions for  many  hours;  I  leave  them  now;  but  I  want  you  to  under- 
stand, dear  friends,  you  who  are  engaged  in  this  work,  that  the  Sun- 
day-school is  a  success,  in  the  fact  that  it  has  one  million  people 
wiio  are  getting  these  benefits  from  it  every  Sunday  in  the  year. 

The  next  point  wherein  the  Sunday-school  is  a  success  has  rela- 
tion to  the  connection  between  the  truth  and  the  individual  heart  and 
conscience.  The  Sunday -sdiool  does  what  no  other  department  of 
Christian  activity  does  in  the  way  of  bringing  the  truth  directly  to 
the  individual.  Let  us  see  how  that  comes  to  pass:  Compare  the 
Sunday-school  for  example,  with  the  preaching  service.  I  would  not 
for  one  instant  depreciate  the  power  of  the  pulpit.  I  believe  that 
just  so  long  as  the  heart  of  man  is  stirred  by  the  living  voice,  there 
will  always  be  a  mighty  place  for  the  preacher  of  the  gospel.  The 
first  and  greatest  of  all  the  forces  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  day  is  that  of  the  preacher.  But  after  all  there  are  some  things 
the  preacher  cannot  do,  for  every  department  of  work  must  have  its 
limitations,  the  Sunday-school  has  its  limitations,  the  pulpit 
also;  and  these  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  in  entirely  dilTerent 
directions.  Now  a  limitation  upon  the  pulpit  is  this :  the 
preacher  cannot  single  out  individuals  in  his  congregation, 
though  he  feels  once  in  a  while  as  if  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to  him 
if  he  could.  Many  is  the  time  when  the  preacher  would  like  to  say, 
''The  next  paragraph  of  this  discourse  is  meant  for  the  old  hypocrite 
that  sits  in  the  end  of  967."     I  have  taken   a  high  number  here,  so 
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when  you  look  to  see  you  will  not  discover  that  any  particular  indi- 
vidual is  meant.  He  cannot  do  this,  because  just  to  the  degree  in 
which  he  singles  out  individuals  he  loses  power.  Frederick  Eobert- 
son,  that  great  teacher  of  teachers,  said  once:  "Do  you  know  where 
coward's  castle  is?  It  is  the  pulpit  from  which  a  man  will  say  to  the 
people  in  iiis  congregation  what  he  would  not  dare  to  say  to  them 
anywhere  else,  because  in  the  church  they  can't  answer  back."  That 
is  the  reason  why,  when  the  minister  undertakes  to  single  out  people 
so  they  know  exactly  who  are  meant,  his  preaching  loses  power,  and 
it  re-acts  upon  the  preacher.  I  was  one  day  teaching  a  Sunday- 
school  lesson  in  a  place  where  I  had  never  been  before.  There  was 
an  audience  of  about  four  hundred  people.  I  happened  to  remember 
a  little  incident,  and  I  gave  it  just  as  I  read  it.  It  was  the  story  of 
an  individual  who  was  in  the  habit  in  the  church  services  of  making 
the  application  of  the  sermon  in  a  loud  whisper  to  every  body  around. 
There  was  a  man  in  that  congregation  who  used  to  do  this;  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  saying:  "That  means  Mrs.  A."  "He  is  talking  about 
brother  B;"  and  so  on.  The  minister  thought  he  would  give  him  a 
dose  of  his  own  medicine,  so  he  said,  "And  this  means  YOU,"  (I 
used  the  name  that  was  given  in  the  story,)  Isaac  Davis,  and  I  was 
perfectly  amazed  to  see  the  sensation  that  the  illustration  created; 
the  whole  audience  looked  around  and  smiled,  and  smiled  and  looked 
around,  and  I  thought  "That  is  a  first  rate  story,  I  will  tell  that 
again  sometime;"  but  I  noticed  that  there  was  one  man  that  did  not 
smile,  and  at  the  close  of  the  service  they  introduced  me  to  Deacon 
Isaac  Davis  of  the  Baptist  Church,  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  in 
the  community.  (Great  laughter.)  So  you  see  it  will  not  do  to 
make  applications  personal.  Now  if  there  is  anybody  by  that  name 
here,  I  hope  he  will  pardon  me  for  having  used  his  name;  next  time 
I  will  say  "B.  F.  Jacobs,"  you  will  understand  it  doesn^t  mean  any- 
body then.  (Laughter.)  But  just  where  the  pulpit  has  its  litnitation 
the  Sunday-school  comes  in  to  make  amends,  to  supply  the  deficiency, 
for  the  true  idea  of  the  Sunday-school  is  not  of  an  audience  listening 
to  a  preacher. — I  wish  that  our  Sunday-school  teachers  would  realize 
that  they  are  not  there  to  preach,  their  Sunday-school  classes  don't 
want  them  to  preach  or  deliver  lectures,  they  are  to  talk  to  individ- 
uals. The  theory  of  the  Sunday  school  is  that  the  teacher  has  about 
him  a  little  group,  and  he  speaks  to  each  one,  to  John  and  William, 
or  to  Sarah  and  to  Jane,  as  individuals;  the  Bread  of  Life  is  broken  to 
John  just  as  John  needs,  and  that  process  is  going  on  all  around  the 
Sunday-school  at  the  same  time,  so  that  the  truth  is  brought  home  to 
the  individual  heart  and  conscience;  and  that  is  one  great  result  of 
the  Sunday-school. 

The  largest  number  of  accessions  to  our  churches  now  comes 
through  the  door  of  the  Sunday-school.  We  no  longer  depend  upon 
the  outside  world  for  our  additions  to  the  church.  I  wish  we  had 
more  of  them;  I  wish  we  had  more  sweeping  revivals;  I  wish  more 
people  were  brought  in  from  the  outside;  but  at  the  present  time  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  converted  in  our  churches  are  those  who 
have  been  under  the  influence  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  the  Sunday- 
school  teacher  has  paved  the  way  for  the  pastor,  and  for  the  preach- 
ing; and  one  of  the  great  elements  of  power  and  of  success  in  the 
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Sunday-school  lies  in  the  very  fact  that  it  concentrates  the  truth  upon 
the  individual.  That  is  its  jilan,  system  and  purpose.  Somebody 
said  once,  "If  you  have  a  number  of  bottles  to  fill  with  water  you 
can  place  those  bottles  in  rows,  just  like  a  congregation,  and  then 
you  can  take  water  by  the  bucketful  and  throw  it  up  the  air,  and  if 
you  persevere  a  thousand  years  you  will  get  some  of  those  bottles 
tolerably  well  filled  with  water;  but  if  you  want  to  make  sure  of  it 
you  will  take  up  each  one  singly  and  take  a  pitcher  of  water  and  pour 
it  into  the  bottles  one  after  the  other."  That  is  an  illustration  of 
Sunday-school  work;  it  deals  with  individuals.  That  is  one  of  the 
elements  of  its  power,  and  one  of  the  directions  of  its  success.  I  am 
not  talking  about  your  great  Sunday  schools;  I  am  not  speaking  of 
the  Sunday-schools  that  have  everything  requisite  to  make  them  suc- 
cessful; I  am  talking  about  the  average  Sunday-school  and  wherein  it 
succeeds.  So  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  teacher  to  study  his  Sun- 
day-school class.  I  remember  once  at  Chautauqua,  a  good  many 
years  ago,  our  whimsical  friend,  Mr.  Frank  Beard,  was  conducting  a 
question  drawer.  I  have  had  a  little  scepticism  about  some  of  those 
questions,  as  to  whether  he  did  not  make  up  some  of  them  himself. 
On  this  occasion  a  teacher  sent  up  a  question  which  was  this:  "Will 
Mr.  Beard  name  a  good  book  for  a  Sunday-school  teacher  to  study?" 
I  would  say  in  passing  that  there  isn't  a  very  large  literature  of  good 
books  on  the  Sunday-school.  An  excellent  one  recently  published  is 
"Sunday-school  Success,"  by  the  editor  of  the  Christian  Endeavor 
World;  another  one  is  Bishop  Vincent's  book,  "Modern  Sunday- 
school;"  and  the  great  work  on  the  subject  is  "Yale  Lectures,"  by 
Henry  Clay  Trumbull.  Mr.  Beard  read  the  question  named,  picked 
up  a  crayon,  stepped  to  the  big  blackboard  and  drew  thereon  a  beau- 
tiful child's  face,  and  said,  "That  is  the  best  book,  next  to  the  Bible, 
for  a  Sunday-school  teacher  to  study."  That  is  true.  Make  your- 
self acquainted  with  your  scholar;  understand  his  whole  surroundings; 
know  what  are  his  likes  and  dislikes;  comprehend  his  social  relations; 
put  yourself  into  the  heart  of  your  scholar,  then  you  will  know  how 
to  reach  that  scholar  and  win  him  to  the  service  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

There  is  a  third  direction  wherein  the  Sunday  school  is  a  success, 
and  this  has  todo  with  the  weapon  that  it  wields.  The  Sunday-school 
wields  the  migiitiest  weapon  in  all  the  arsenal  of  truth.  I  remem- 
ber when  a  boy  reading  the  legends  of  King  Arthur,  and  that  won- 
derful sword  held  by  an  invisible  hand  out  in  the  lake,  and  King 
Arthur  rowed  out  in  a  boat  and  took  the  sword,  and  the  old  legend 
said:  "When  he  waved  it  above  his  head  it  flashed  with  the  glow  of 
sixty  torches,  and  at  every  stroke  it  clove  a  man."  But  there  is  a 
mightier  and  keener  blade  in  the  hand  of  the  Sunday-school  teacher, 
it  is  "the  Sword  of  the  Spirit,"  the  Word  of  God.  Think  of  the 
tremendous  significance  there  is  to  Sunday-school  workers  in  this 
fact.  There  are  twelve  millions  at  least  in  the  Sunday  schools  of  our 
country  at  the  present  time,  and  they  are  studying  the  Bible.  Think 
of  it!  Every  Sunday  one-sixth  of  the  American  people  sit  down  to 
study  the  Word  of  the  Living  God.  I  know  it  is  not  taught  as 
thoroughly  and  efliciently  as  it  might  be,  but  I  am  thankful  it  is 
taught  at  all.     I  know  that  in  a  great  many  schools,  perhaps  in  the 
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majority  of  them,  they  are  studying  their  lesson  from  a  leaf  and  not 
from  the  Book  itself.  I  wish  the  time  might  come,  and  I  believe  it 
will  come  early  in  the  Twentieth  Century,  when  every  Sunday-school 
teacher  will  appear  before  his  class  with  the  open  Bible  in  his  hand, 
and  when  every  Sunday-school  scholar  shall  bring  his  Bible  to  the 
class.  This  will  be  a  great  forward  step  in  the  Sunday-school,  but 
let  us  be  thankful  that  the  Bible  is  studied  at  all,  even  though  it  be 
from  a  leaf,  which,  after  all,  is  a  leaf  from  the  tree  of  life  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations.  One  sixth  of  the  American  people  are 
gathered  in  the  Sunday-school  for  the  study  of  that  mighty  Book. 
While  there  are  many  things  in  our  times  to  fill  us  with  anxiety, 
there  is  one  to  fill  us  with  rejoicing,  and  that  is  the  fact  that  the 
Bible  is  being  studied  to  such  a  degree  throughout  this  land  of  ours 
in  this  our  time.  Once  in  a  while  we  read  an  article  in  some  news- 
paper which  tells  us  that  the  Bible  has  quite  lost  its  power  in  the 
world,  that  people  do  not  care  much  for  it  in  these  days,  that  it  does  not 
stand  at  the  front  of  the  procession  any  longer,  that  there  isn't  much 
interest  in  it,  that  it  is  not  believed  in  as  it  used  to  be.  Well,  if 
there  is  any  one  thing  I  believe  in,  it  is  facts,  and  I  always  try  to 
harmonize  any  theory  of  mine  with  the  facts  and  frame  my  theory 
so  it  will  harmonize  with  the  facts.  Do  you  know  how  many  Bibles 
are  printed  and  bound  and  circulated  every  year  in  the  world?  Well, 
I  will  tell  you.  I  have  been  over  the  figures  a  great  many  times. 
When  you  put  together  the  million  seven  hundred  thousand  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  every  year,  the  three  millions  and  a  half  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  (from  that  little  isle,  almost 
more  than  two  and  a  half  times  as  many  Bibles  are  sent  out  to  the 
world  as  are  sent  out  by  our  own  American  Bible  Society)  the  Bible 
Societies  of  other  nations,  the  other  publishing  houses  that  print 
Bibles,  you  will  find  a  very  large  total.  In  the  field  where  I  do  most 
of  my  work  we  have  all  the  time  from  ten  to  twenty  presses  that  are 
printing  Bibles  continuously,  and  once  in  a  while  we  have  to  work 
them  in  the  night  time.  There  is  something  significant  about  that! 
I  publish  a  book  once  in  a  while  and  they  do  not  dare  to  put  twenty 
presses  at  work  for  six  months  in  a  year  printing  my  books;  they 
would  be  left  on  their  hands  unsold  and  they  would  not  know  what 
to  do  with  them.  They  are  never  afraid  to  have  Bibles  in  stock. 
Why  are  they  not  afraid  to  have  a  great  lot  of  Bibles  stacked  up? 
Because  they  know  that  every  one  of  them  will  be  sold;  it  is  a  Book 
that  is  always  in  demand.  When  you  put  together  the  number  of 
Bibles  throughout  the  world  it  amounts  to  at  least  ten  millions  of 
copies  every  year  !  I  have  given  you  two  or  three  items  of  statistics, 
and  this  one  item  I  want  you  to  remember.  The  next  time  anybody 
says  that  the  Bible  has  lost  its  hold  upon  the  world  ask  them  to  ac- 
count for  that  fact.  Every  year  there  are  some  very  popular  books 
jDublished,  books  that  have  a  large  circulation.  If  you  were  to  take 
the  six  most  popular  books  published  in  any  year  and  put  the  entire 
edition  of  those  books  together  it  will  be  just  about  one-fifth  of  the 
number  of  the  Bibles  printed  that  same  year  and  put  into  circulation. 
By  the  way,  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  these  Bibles  is  given 
away;  they  are  not  thrown  around;  they  are  not  tossed  out.  They 
are  bought  and  paid  for  ;  and  not  always  the  cheapest  sort  either. 
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Nearly  a  million  of  Teachers'  Bibles  are  sold  each  year  in  the  United 
States  alone.  But  to  come  back  to  these  popular  books!  Take,  for 
instance,  in  any  one  year  a  half  dozen  of  them,  what  becomes  of 
them  the  next  year  or  the  year  after?  They  are  absolutely  forgot- 
ten. Do  you  know  anybody  who  has  read  "Trilby"  this  particular 
month?  Do  you  know  anybody  just  now  who  is  anxious  about 
"Ships  that  Pass  in  the  Night?"  Some  people  read  a  book  with  that 
title  some  time  ago,  but  nobody  is  reading  it  now,  it  has  lapsed  into 
forgetfulness,  and  if  anybody  picks  it  up  in  the  Twentieth  Century  I 
suspect  he  will  wonder  that  people  were  ever  interested  in  it.  But 
when  these  books  were  in  circulation,  at  the  same  time  do  not  forget 
there  were  ten  millions  of  Bibles  printed  and  sent  out,  and  the  next 
year  when  those  books  were  forgotten  there  were  ten  millions  more 
of  Bibles,  and  this  year  there  will  be  ten  millions  more,  and  next 
year  there  will  be  ten  millions  more.  And  this  shows  which  book 
lies  nearest  and  dearest  to  the  heart  of  the  world;  and  that  Book  is 
this  Living  Word  of  God.  Now,  the  institution  which  links  itself  to 
a  book  like  that,  which  keeps  that  book  before  the  world  as  the  Sun- 
day-school does,  is  an  institution  that  is  no  failure;  it  is  a  success  in 
thus  keeping  the  Bible  before  the  world. 

Let  me  call  your  attention  to  just  one  more  direction  wherein  the 
average  Sunday-school  is  a  success.  It  is  a  success  as  a  great  Mis- 
sionary Enterprise.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  Missionary  Enterprises 
of  our  day,  and  that  in  two  ways.  Take,  for  instance,  our  great 
cities;  they  are  thronged  with  foreigners;  something  like  half  a 
million  of  people  from  foreign  lands  come  to  our  shores  every  year. 
How  can  we  reach  these  people?  How  can  we  Americanize  them? 
How  can  we  Christianize  them?  which  is  more  important.  They  will 
not  come  to  our  churches;  they  wouldn't  understand  the  Gospel  very 
well  if  they  did,  because  they  are  not  familiar  with  our  language, 
and  the  type  of  Christianity  most  of  them  have  seen  in  their  own 
land  is  such  as  not  to  leave  them  particularly  interested  in  the 
Christian  faith.  I  scarcely  wonder  when  I  remember  the  places  from 
which  these  foreigners  have  come,  that  they  are  not  deeply  inter- 
ested in  religion.  How  can  we  reach  them?  There  is  one  institu- 
tion that  is  doing  a  great  deal  to  Americanize  these  people  and  that 
is  the  Public  Schools.  I  believe  that  the  noble,  self  denying  band 
of  Public  School  teachers  of  our  country  are  doing  as  much  as  any 
other  people  to  make  true  men  and  women  for  the  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury! (Applause).  Next  to  them  I  place  the  Sunday-school  teach- 
ers, although  they  teach  but  half  an  hour  a  week;  for  they  are  Amer- 
icanizing these  children  and  they  are  Christianizing  them.  The 
children  of  these  parents  like  to  come  to  the  Sunday-school,  and 
through  the  children  we  often  reach  the  fathers  and  mothers  in  their 
strange  language.  I  had  an  illustration  of  that  once  when  I  used  to 
be  pastor  of  a  church  in  a  city  where  half  the  population  were  Ger- 
mans, and  a  third  were  of  another  foreign  race,  and  it  was  hard 
work  keeping  the  Gospel  Ark  moving  among  those  people.  There 
were  many  discouragements;  but  one  of  the  marvelous  encourage- 
ments we  had,  and  it  was  enough,  every  Evangelical  Church  in  that  city 
had  a  Sunday-school,  either  a  church  school  or  a  mission,  two  or  three 
times  the  size  of  its   Sunday  congregation.     The   children,    whose 
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names  indicate  from  what  part  of  the  world  their  parents  had  come, 
always  speak  English;  they  love  the  Sunday-school;  they  like  its 
songs  and  its  social  life:  they  like  its  Christmas  entertainments — al- 
ways a  little  larger  increase  then  than  any  other  time,  and  I  am  glad  of 
it;  I  am  glad  for  anything  that  will  bring  them  to  our  Sunday-schools 
and  through  the  Sunday-schools  to  the  Church.  I  felt  all  the  time 
that  the  Sunday-school  in  that  city  was  doing  the  work  of  John  the 
Baptist,  going  before  the  Church  into  that  wilderness  and  bringing 
souls  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  wonderful  how  soon  those  for- 
eign children  become  Americanized.  Did  you  ever  notice  any  chil- 
dren twelve  years  old,  of  foreigners,  who  talked  German,  for  instance, 
on  the  street  in  their  play?  They  all  talk  English.  You  go  to  the 
Italian  shoemaker  in  New  York  who  makes  your  shoes,  and  while  he 
can  scarcely  speak  in  English  his  little  boy  can  talk  English  just  as 
good  as  you  can.  I  was  sitting  one  day  in  a  barber  shop  in  that  city 
where  I  was  preaching,  and  a  little  boy  came  in,  and  the  German 
barber  spoke  to  him  in  German;  the  boy  answered  in  English;  then 
the  barber  jabbered  away  at  the  boy  with  some  utterance  that  I  sus- 
pect was  not  altogether  canonical.  Then  he  said  to  me ''I  lick  that 
boy  to  make  him  speak  German;  I  speak  mit  him  in  German,  he 
speak  mit  me  English;  why,  dot  boy,  he  vont  take  his  dinner  to 
school  in  a  German  newspaper,  and  the  other  day  he  made  his  mother 
buy  an  American  paper  to  make  a  kite,  when  he  could  have  a  Ger- 
man newspaper  for  nothing."  (Laughter).  These  are  the  boys  who 
are  going  to  be  our  young  men,  and  I  believe  that  the  institution 
that  is  to  reach  them  and  weld  them  into  the  life  of  our  people, 
Americanizing,  Christianizing  and  training  them  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ,  is  the  American  Sunday-school  of  to-day. 
It  is  a  success! 

Think  of  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school  in  the  newer  portions  of 
our  land!  There  was  a  time  when  Illinois  was  one  of  the  newer 
States,  but  to  find  the  newer  sections  now  we  have  to  go  towards  the 
Eocky  Mountains.  Let  me  ask  you,  in  those  new  sections  what  is 
the  first  religious  enterprise  started  in  almost  every  new  community, 
what  is  it?  It  is  the  Sunday-school.  It  is  not  a  church.  They 
have  no  money  to  build  a  church,  or  to  support  a  preacher, 
but  they  start  a  Sunday-school.  A  godly  man  goes  into  the  com- 
munity, more  often  it  is  a  godly  woman,  and  starts  a  Sunday-school, 
it  may  be  in  a  sod  house  or  a  log  house  or  a  dug-out  in  the  side  of  a 
hill.  I  wonder,  Mr.  President,  if  in  this  effete  congregation  there 
are  people  so  ignorant  that  they  have  never  seen  any  of  these 
primitive  methods  of  building,  unless  it  maybe  a  log  house  kept  as  a 
kind  of  curiosity  amid  highly  civilized  folks!  I  have  seen  them  all, 
and  I  have  seen  Sunday-schools  in  them  all;  and  I  have  seen  in  some 
of  these  primitive  houses  the  latest  numbers  of  the  best  magazines  on 
the  table,  and  I  have  found  people  of  high  culture  in  just  such  sur- 
roundings, for  it  is  not  ignorance  always  that  is  used  to  found  new 
empires;  It  never  is  the  rich,  but  always  the  poor,  and  oftentimes 
people  of  quick  thought  and  strong  purpose,  who  found  empires 
in  places  like  that.  It  is  the  Sunday-school  that  must  begin  the 
work  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  among  them.  I  Was  once  present  at 
a  State  Sunday-school  convention  in  a  church  as  large  as  this,  and 
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I  noticed  in  one  of  the  rooms  four  pictures  hanging  npon  the  wall; 
one  was  a  picture  of  the  sod  house  where  the  first  religious  meeting 
of  that  church  was  held  (and  that  began  with  a  Sunday-school);  the 
second  was  a  little  building  of  slabs  that  took  its  place;  the  third 
was  a  modest  structure  that  followed  that;  and  the  fourth  was  the 
cathedral  where  the  State  Sunday-school  convention  was  being  held 
at  that  time;  and  that  is  the  Genesis  and  Exodus  of  the  Sunday- 
school  of  a  thousand  towns  in  this  new  West  of  ours.  The  institu- 
tion that  is  a  John  the  Baptist,  going  forth  into  the  wilderness  bear- 
ing the  flaming  torch  of  salvation,  paving  the  way  for  churches  of  the 
Living  God,  is  no  failure,  it  is  a  success.  The  Sunday-school,  the 
average  Sunday- school,  if  you  please,  is  a  success,  a  success  in  setting 
millions  of  Christians  at  just  the  kind  of  work  they  need,  a  success 
in  concentrating  God's  truth  upon  the  individual  heart  and  con- 
science, a  success  in  teaching  and  holding  before  the  world  this  Liv- 
ing Word  of  God,  and  a  success  in  bringing  the  Gospel  to  the  people 
that  have  it  not. 

He  spoke  well  who  said  '*If  you  write  upon  paper,  a  careless  hand 
may  destroy  it;  if  you  write  upon  parchment,  the  moth  and  dust 
may  cover  it  and  eradicate  it;  if  yon  carve  upon  marble,  it  may  be 
blotted  out  by  the  elements;  if  you  write  with  a  pen  of  iron  upon 
the  granite  rock  it  shall  pass  away  when  Earth  decays;  but  if  you 
write  upon  the  heart  of  a  child  and  there  grave  the  name  of  Jesus  it 
shall  last,  it  shall  endure  when  time  shall  be  no  more,  when  Earth 
shall  sink  out  of  sight,  when  the  last  star  shall  drop  from  the 
vault  of  space;  you  have  written  upon  a  living  soul  and  that  soul 
endures  forever. 

"Let  the  Saviour  in"  was  sung. 

As  Prof.  Hamill  was  introduced,  the  vast  audience  arose  and 
tendered  him  a  Chautauqua  salute. 


INTERNATIONAL  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK. 
Prof,  H,  M,  Hamill. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Friends:  I  suppose  the  program  com- 
mittee had  in  mind  a  pleasing  interlude  of  restfulnessin  assigning  me 
to  follow  our  guest.  If  there  is  any  man  from  the  East  whom  I 
would  choose  to  precede  (  and  then  disajopear )  rather  than  to  follow, 
it  is  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  has  just  occupied  this  platform. 
But  I  have  a  great  theme,  which  is  much  to  my  advantage. 

Perhaps  the  three  greatest  generals  of  the  world,  in  the  order  of 
their  time,  were  Alexander  the  Macedonian,  Cwsar  the  Roman,  and 
Napoleon  the  Frenchman.  Each  had  a  characteristic  military  method 
of  which  he  might  be  called  the  inventor. 

The  Macedonian  phalanx  was  the  method  of  Alexander.  Solidity 
was  the  aim  of  the  brilliant  young  Macedonian.  The  phalanx  faced 
four  ways,  twenty  files  deep,  its  officers  in  the  center,  a  living  mass  of 
soldiery,  equipped  with  shield  and  lance  and  sword  for  warfare 
defensive  and  offensive.     At  rest  it  was  an  impregnable  wall  against 
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the  enemies  of  Macedonia;  in  motion  it  was  a  ''hammer  of  Thor." 
Cffisar,  to  the  solidity  of  the  Macedonian,  added  celerity.  He  led  the 
Roman  legions,  with  their  silver  eagles  glittering  above  them,  opt 
from  the  golden  mile-stone  at  the  gate  of  Rome,  along  the  roads  built 
by  the  Imperial  City,  and  often  when  Goth  or  Ganl  or  Celt  were  sit- 
ting at  banquet  table  dreaming  of  spoil,  Roman  legions,  hundreds 
of  miles  away  from  home,  were  thundering  at  their  gates.  No  man 
knew  the  value  of  time  better  than  did  the  great  Roman  general. 
Napoleon,  taking  all  that  was  best  in  what  had  gone  before  him, 
brought  into  action  a  new  movement.  He  was  the  first  to  make  Con- 
centration his  method.  Alexander  had  solidified  his  forces,  Caesar 
had  dispatched  them  hither  and  thither  with  swift  and  suprising 
effect,  Napoleon  concentrated  his  battalions  in  the  nick  of  time.  I 
think  it  was  at  Austerlitz  in  an  hour  of  apparent  defeat,  that  he 
caught  a  trumpeter  by  the  arm,  bade  him  sound  his  signal,  rallied  the 
retreating  battalions  around  him,  formed  them  into  a  solid  line,  and 
in  that  crucial  moment  using  all  the  strength  he  could  command 
pushed  through  the  line  of  the  enemy,  wrested  victory  from  defeat, 
and  the  sun  of  Austerlitz  went  down  in  splendor  upon  him. 

And  now  let  me  take  these  three  chaTacteristic  methods  and  apply 
them  to  the  International  Work — solidity,  celerity  and  concentration. 
Twenty-five  years  and  more  of  International  work  have  been  wrought, 
dating  its  real  beginnings  from  the  famous  Indianapolis  Convention 
in  1873,  which  gave  us  the  Uniform  Lesson  System.  The  Interna- 
tional work  has  solidified  the  Sunday-school  life,  thought  and  method 
of  the  age.  It  represents  the  Macedonian  phalanx,  either  for  assault 
or  defense.  It  is  the  compact  union  of  the  forces  of  the  armies  of 
Christendom.     It  is  not  merely  a  union  of  sentiment  that  sings — 

"Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds 
Our  hearts  in  Christian  love." 

Oar  International  work  means  infinitely  more  than  sentiment, 
however  sacred  that  may  be.  It  means  business,  "The  King's  busi- 
ness," the  solidification  of  all  forces  that  make  for  the  advancement 
of  that  Kingdom  by  way  of  the  Sunday-school.  Sometimes  there  is  an 
illusion  abroad  in  the  land  that  an  International  union  of  Sunday- 
school  workers  means  the  leveling  of  denominational  barriers,  the 
breaking  down  of  churchly  distinctions.  Nothing  is  further  from  the 
trath  if  you  mean  that  under  this  union  there  is  to  be  an  abatement 
of  one  tithe  of  the  denominational  loyalty  that  each  true  churchman 
is  bound  to  pay  to  his  church.  God  made  us  to  differ  one  from 
another.  God  has  imprinted  upon  your  mind  an  intellectual  likeness 
that  differentiates  you  from  your  fellows,  even  as  do  your  voice  and 
face.  I  do  not  expect  even  in  Heaven  that  you  and  I  shall  lose  our 
intellectual  identity,  and  become  merged  into  some  vague  pantheistic 
likeness.  What  the  International  Association  has  done,  however,  is 
to  unite  Christendom  not  for  sentiment  but  for  service,  which  is 
something  of  much  more  account.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  prayed 
the  night  before  He  died  that  all  of  His  people  might  be  one  as  He 
and  the  Father  were  one.  He  and  the  Father  were  ever  one  in  the 
essence  of  Divine  life  and  power  in  the  blessed  Trinity.  There  must 
then  be  another  answer  to  our  Savior's  prayer,  and  that  answer  comes 
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to  US  in  these  latter  days  in  the  community  of  Christian  service,  and 
the  unity  of  idea  and  thought  and  method,  of  life  and  spirit,  under 
the  standard  of  the  International  Sunday-school  Association.  It 
means  that  men  and  women  come  thus  together  because  there  is  a 
unity  in  service  which  can  never  obtain  in  other  lespects.  There 
can  never  be  a  unity  in  doctrinal  belief,  nor  a  unity  in  ecclesiastical 
polity.  The  Arminian  will  not  surrender  and  go  over  into  the  camp 
of  the  Calvinist;  nor  the  Calvinist  into  the  camp  of  the  Arminian. 
The  same  will  be  true  of  Episcopalian  and  Congregationalist.  But 
there  is  a  solidity  in  this  and  in  all  other  conventions  held  under  the 
name  of  the  International  work,  a  fine  unity  of  service  in  that  one 
great  department  of  the  Church  represented  by  the  name  of  the 
Sunday-school. 

Now  mark  two  features  that  make  our  Sunday-school  work  like 
unto  the  phalanx  of  Alexander,  for  defense  and  for  assault.  If  the 
International  work  has  stood  for  anything  for  twenty-five  years  ( and 
this  is  not  the  least  of  its  achievements),  it  is  that  it  has  been  an  im- 
pregnable wall  against  all  assaults  on  the  Old  Book  for  which  we 
stand,  the  text  book  of  our  study,  the  Word  of  God.  I  call  you  to 
witness  to-night  that  but  for  the  International  work,  for  the  millions 
of  men  and  women  engaged  in  it,  for  the  fact  that  its  great  popular 
system  of  lessons  has  put  God's  Word  in  direct  contact  with  the 
minds  and  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  common  people  of  this 
country,  there  would  have  been  a  giving  way  before  the  assaults  of 
latter  day  criticism  upon  this  grand  old  Book.  But  our  Macedonian 
phalanx  has  withstood  every  assault,  and  the  distinguished  scholars 
who  have  sought  to  destroy  the  traditions  of  the  fathers  and  to  weaken 
the  faith  of  their  sons  in  the  integrity  and  authority  of  this  Word 
have  found  the  International  Association  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  like  the  phalanx  of  Alexander  against  which  Persian  and 
Mede  dashed  their  forces  in  vain.  It  is  a  great  work  in  these  years 
of  our  history  to  have  thus  been  the  defenders  of  the  faith  of  the 
Scriptures.  Then  again  we  have  gone  out  to  victory.  We  have  not 
stood  in  our  places  to  defend  only,  but  we  have  moved  about  the  world 
in  an  attitude  of  assault.  Wherever  there  have  been  ignorance  and 
superstition,  indifference  and  hostility  to  this  Word,  the  Interna- 
tional Association  has  endeavored  to  break  it  down,  to  overcome  it, 
and  to  triumph  in  the  name  of  its  Lord.  Starting  with  a  little  handful 
twenty-five  years  ago,  we  have  marched  around  the  length  and  breadth 
of  our  great  Republic  until  now  only  two  or  three  of  its  divisions 
remain  unorganized.  Passing  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  own  country, 
we  have  touched  elbows  with  our  Canadian  cousins,  and  eight  of  their 
ten  provinces  are  organized  like  us  for  carrying  forward  the  Kingdom 
of  our  Master.  Passing  beyond  the  sea  to  the  far  Orient,  carrying 
the  benediction  of  the  Occident  with  us,  we  have  pushed  our  conquests 
into  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  India,  Japan.  All  of 
these  have  felt  the  power  of  the  International  Association,  born  scarce 
a  generation  ago.  It  is  still  sweeping  around  the  world,  and  what  it 
has  done  in  the  past  is  an  omen  of  greater  victories  in  the  future. 
There  sits  upon  this  platform  to-night  to  succeed  me  a  man  who 
will  organize  the  farthest  eastern  kingdom  of  the  old  world,  under 
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the  leadership  and  support  of  onr  great  Association.    And  that  is  the 
meaning  of  the  phalanx! 

Again,  the  International  Work  has  been  quich  to  move  on  to  its 
achievements,  like  the  quickness  of  the  legions  of  Caesar.  It  has  dis- 
patched its  nien  and  its  money  to  the  support  of  any  good  that  might 
tend  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  advancement  of  His  Kingdom.  Let 
me  give  you  some  concrete  illustrations  of  this  fine  method  of  our 
work.  I  remember  sixteen  years  ago,  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  when 
Mr.  William  Reynolds,  our  departed  leader,  was  made  Field  Superin- 
tendent of  the  International  Association.  I  could  then  have  counted 
upon  the  digits  of  a  single  hand  the  men  and  women  throughout  the 
bounds  of  this  country  who  were  engaged  exclusively  as  Sunday-school 
specialists.  If  there  were  more  than  these  it  was  not  commonly 
known  to  the  people.  Now  Illinois,  as  one  state  only,  has  summoned 
more  than  five  of  her  own  workers  to  this  platform  at  the  call  of  our 
executive  chief.  Not  long  ago  in  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  at  the  an- 
nual conference  of  the  professional  Sunday-school  workers  of  the 
United  States,  fifty  men  and  women  were  present,  and  these  did  not 
represent  half  the  number  engaged  actively  within  the  bounds  of  our 
International  Association.  We  have  been  quick  to  catch  and  to  util- 
ize, and  to  find  place  for  the  men  and  women  upon  whom  Providence 
has  laid  its  hand,  and  to  send  them  out  to  be  the  teachers  and  leaders 
of  our  great  Sunday-school  army.  I  remember,  too,  that  less  than 
two  score  years  ago  not  a  single  "  primary  queen"  wore  the  crown  of 
honor  and  received  the  plaudits  of  conventions.  Indeed  such  a  per- 
sonage in  Sunday-school  work  was  well  nigh  unknown.  Now  there 
are  not  crowns  enough  to  adorn  their  brows  nor  thrones  enough  for 
distribution  among  them.  The  idea  of  the  little  child  of  the  Sunday- 
school  came  to  the  International  Association,  and  with  swiftness  of 
movement  it  has  bound  together  the  primary  teachers  of  our  country, 
and  these  have  brought  to  pass  such  achievements  that  now  we  must 
appeal  somewhat  to  conservatism  to  check  the  zeal  and  earnestness  of 
purpose  which  they  display. 

Look  at  the  normal  movement.  It  began  with  the  instruction  of 
the  old  mother  Chatauqua,  for  a  long  time  our  only  source  of  Sunday- 
school  knowledge  and  wisdom,  the  alma  mater  of  many  thousands  of 
plain  Sunday-school  people.  Twelve  years  ago  Illinois,  pioneer  in  a 
new  movement,  erected  its  normal  department,  put  a  salaried  officer 
in  charge,  and  now  that  movement,  within  a  decade,  has  spread 
throughout  the  length  and  breath  of  the  land,  and  in  nearly  every 
convention  I  attend  special  pains  are  being  taken  over  the  normal 
work  of  the  State  Association,  a  competent  chief  is  put  in  charge  and 
the  organization  of  normal  classes  is  carried  on  for  the  development 
and  training  of  the  teachers  within  the  bounds  of  the  State.  Take 
the  home  department  as  another  instance.  Dr.  Duncan  of  New 
York,  remembering  how  years  ago  his  invalid  mother  gathered  to- 
gether her  Sunday  afternoon  class  of  children,  conceived  the  idea  of 
utilizing  the  tens  of  thousands  of  the  land  who  cannot  attend  the 
Sunday-school,  and  thus  gave  to  the  world  the  method  of  the  home 
department.  The  International  Association  was  quick  to  seize  upon 
the  idea.  Three  years  ago,  I  was  in  Louisiana,  at  New  Orleans.  I 
heard  Dr.  Duncan  deliver  a  half  hour  address  upon  the  subject  of  the 
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home  department.  At  that  time  not  an  organization  of  the  kind  was 
within  the  bounds  of  that  soutliern  State.  Indeed,  the  workers  asked 
■  "  What  is  it,  what  do  you  mean  by  tlie  home  department  ?"  as  they 
read  the  name  upon  the  program.  Last  week  at  the  annual  Louis- 
iana convention  at  Shreveport,  thirty-six  successful  departments  were 
reported,  and  the  highest  tribute  of  the  convention  was  paid  to  those 
who  had  led  in  the  good  work,  and  to  the  good  that  had  come  to  the 
Association  from  this  new  method  of  the  modern  Sunday-school. 
Time  would  fail  me  to  tell  you  how  swiftly  and  surely  the  Interna- 
tional Association  has  reached  forth  and  laid  its  hand  upon  the  move- 
ments that  have  been  begotten  under  Providence,  in  the  brains  and 
hearts  of  our  teachers  and  workers,  and  has  put  them  into  beneficent 
use  in  spreading  them  throughout  this  and  other  lands. 

Lastly,  we  believe  in  concentration.  Concentration  was  the  Napo- 
leonic method.  I  need  not  take  your  time  to-night  to  enumerate  the 
things  upon  which  we  might  concentrate  our  efforts.  We  have  been 
concentrating  it  upon  money.  Illinois  gives  its  thousand  dollars  a 
year  for  the  support  of  the  International  Sunday-school  work,  and  we 
are  sometimes  boastful  of  our  contribution.  But  let  us  not  forget 
that  New  Jersey  gives  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  that  Pennsyl- 
vania gives  more  than  two  thousand  a  year.  Sometimes  I  fear,  we  lay 
the  flattering  unction  to  ourselves  as  Illinoisans  that  there  is  nothing 
further  for  us  in  store  by  way  of  achievement,  that  we  have  reached 
the  acme  of  triumph,  and  that  all  we  need  to  do  is  to  allow  the  mo- 
mentum acquired  in  forty  years  of  organization  and  convention  to 
carry  us  forward  into  the  future.  But  I  want  to  say  to  you  as  my 
friends,  I  have  been  about  a  great  deal  of  late,  and  I  have  begun  to 
discover  some  things  in  other  parts  of  the  land  which  have  not  placed 
me  in  the  restful  condition  of  the  brother  who  said  to  his  new  pastor, 
"1  like  you  better  than  the  man  who  preceded  you;"  when  the  pastor 
asked  why,  the  answer  was  "The  last  man  we  had  here  had  a  way  of 
setting  me  to  thinking,  but  I  find  your  sermons  restful."  I  have 
found  that  New  Jersey  has  methods  of  rare  worth,  that  Pennsylvania 
has  some  fine  methods,  that  old  Massachusetts  has  some  things  which 
we  Illinoisans  with  great  advantage  might  copy.  What  we  need  to  do 
with  our  own  home  forces,  our  one  hundred  and  two  organized  coun- 
ties, is  to  set  ourselves  to  be  more  earnest,  and  to  put  forth  more  per- 
sistent endeavor  to  hold  the  high  place  accorded  us  in  the  van  of  the 
great  states  and  territories  and  provinces  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  I  say  to  you,  good  brethren,  to-night,  that  unless  you  exert 
yourselves  more  in  the  future  than  you  have  in  the  past,  and  unless 
the  same  old  spirit  that  flamed  out  from  the  famous  "Hay  press"  Con- 
vention years  ago  at  Du  Quoin,  and  manifested  itself  in  later  conven- 
tions, flames  yet  brighter  in  the  future,  your  star  of  leadership  will 
begin  to  dim,  and  your  fine  reputation  to  depart  from  you.  God  has 
given  us  great  men  in  Illinois  to  hold  high  our  standard.  It  was  a 
rare  Providence  that  set  them  in  our  midst.  But  these  men  are  grow- 
ing old,  and  younger  men  of  like  sjiirit  and  consecration  must  come 
to  take  their  places.  The  achievements  of  our  past  will  not  suffice 
for  the  future.  We  need  to  concentrate  more  money  and  more  men 
and  more  titne  within  the  bounds  of  Illinois,  and  then,  going  outside 
of  our  own  state,  strive  to  do  our  full  duty,  not  only  to  the  other 
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states,  but  to  all  the  world.     When  I  was  a  boy,  my  father  had  me 
plow  with  an  old  fashioned  ''scooter"  plow  about  the  size  of  the  hand. 
The  "scooter"  but  tickled   the   surface   of  Mother   Earth,   and  she 
laughed  back  in  some  sort  of  precarious  harvest.    By  and  by  somebody 
invented  the  sub- soil  plow,  which  sank  deep  down  into  the  earth,  and 
then,  come  rain  or  wind  or  drought  or  genial   showers,  the  sub-soil 
plow  did  its  business,  the  surer  and  fuller  harvest  came,  and  the  plow 
laughed  back  at  Mother  Earth  in  triumph.    So  I  say  to  you  who  have 
been  plowing  Illinois  for  twenty,  thirty  and  forty  years  with  Sunday- 
school  ''scooters,"  take  the  newer  and  better  sub-soil  plows  of  modern 
method  and  go  deeper  into  the  earth.    Daniel  Webster  said  to  a  young 
man  one  day,  "there  is  always  room  at  the  top."    That  is  true.     But 
there  is  another  saying  also  true  :  "  There  is  always  more  room  and 
profit  at  the  bottom,  if  you  go  deep  enough."    When  Eads  built  the 
massive  bridge  at  St.  Louis,  I  remember  the  uprising  of  the  great 
stone  piers.     Under  them  were  the  caissons,  filled  with  compressed 
air,  in  which  the  workmen  worked  downward  to  primeval  bed-rock. 
Slowly  the  piers  sank  down  to  the  bottom  and  as  slowly  rose  to  the 
appointed  height  above,  both  movements  being  carried  forward  simul- 
taneously.    By  and  by  there  came  to  pass  a  singular  thing — when  the 
work  got  down  to  the  foundation  rock,  the  piers,  complete  to  the  top- 
most round  above,  were  ready  for  the  great  mass  of  steel  to  be  laid 
upon  them.     What  we  need  in  Illinois  is  thus  to  lay  more  secure  our 
foundation,  while  we  are  pushing  upward  the  superstructure.     How 
shall  we  do  this  ?     For  answer  I  remind  you  of  the  famous  essay  of 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  when  in  philosophic  mood  he  wrote  upon 
the  "New  England  Town  Meeting."     He  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  not  by  those  who  occupied  the  gubernatorial  chairs;  nor 
by  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  held  places  in  the  United  States 
Congress;  nor  by  the  great  statesmen  and  leaders  of  the  nation,  that 
the  real  thought  and  purpose  and  victory  of  our  republic  had  been 
achieved.     But  it  was  in  the  little  town  meetings  of  pioneer  States 
where  a  few  faithful  patriots  came  together  and  consulted  and  deliber- 
ated, memorialized  and  proclaimed.    Like  the  signal  lights  of  ancient 
G  reece,  which  were  wont  to  flash  from  one  height  to  another  until 
the  whole  nation  was  ablaze  with  patriotic  purpose,  so  out  of  these 
little  meetings  came  the  great   crucial  movements  of  our  national 
history.     We  too  need  to  begin  anew  and  to  rekindle  the  fires  in  the 
little  township  meetings,  out  on  the  prairies,  and  in  the  great  cities 
of  our  state  to  deepen  and  extend  our  organization,  and  we  will  have 
abundant  opportunity  for  many  years  to  carry  forward  such  work  in 
Illinois  without  exhausting  the  field  of  our  opportunity.    . 

You  noted  the  other  day  in  Manila  Bay  how  one  man  fought  and 
won  his  victory.  Commander  Dewey  followed  Napoleon's  tactics.  It 
was  concentration  that  won  the  famous  1st  of  May.  Dewey  marshalled 
and  led  the  vessels  of  his  squadron  into  the  bay;  four  times  around  it 
they  swept,  and  by  soundings  found  they  could  swing  their  great 
vessels  still  further  inward.  The  word  then  went  out  from  Dewey 
that  no  gun  should  be  fired  until  the  signal  was  given  from  the  flag- 
ship, and  then  they  were  to  unmuzzle  every  gun,  from  the  big  eight- 
inch  down  to  those  of  rapid  fire,  and  every  ship  to  concentrate  its 
fire  upon  one  vessel  of  the  enemy  at  a  time.    Again  and  again  as  shot 
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and  shell  screamed  round  them  our  men  were  sorely  tempted  to  answer 
shot  to  shot  with  Spanish  vessels  upon  right  and  left.  But  they  fol- 
lowed the  order  of  the  chief,  and  every  cannon  obediently  belched  its 
missile  of  destruction  directly  at  the  one  doomed  ship.  Vessel  after 
vessel  sank  in  succession  to  the  depth  of  the  sea,  and  the  greatest 
naval  victory  of  modern  times  was  won.  We  need  to  learn  Dewey's 
lesson. 

Mr.  President:  As  has  been  well  said,  we  sometimes  get 
glorious  news  from  across  the  water.  The  other  day  Secretary  Long 
cabled  the  gallant  Commodore,  *'The  President  instructs  me  to  say 
that  the  Spanish  Fleet  at  Manila  must  be  captured  or  sunk;  act  de- 
cisively." A  few  days  afterward  came  back  the  message  from  Hong 
Kong  ''Tell  our  beloved  President  his  command  has  been  obeyed;  I 
am  burying  the  Spanish  dead  and  takingcareof  the  Spanish  wounded; 
what  shall  I  do  next?"  (Applause).  To-night  we  have  a  message 
from  Japan.  Mr.  Ikehara  will  tell  us  how  the  Sunday-school  is  to 
annihilate  the  hosts  of  Satan  in  other  lands.  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
introducing  Brother  Ikehara  to  you. 

(As  Mr.  Ikehara  stepped  to  the  desk,  the  great  audience  spon- 
taneously arose,  and  a  Chautauqua  salute  was  tendered  to  this  Sun- 
day-school Apostle  of  Japan). 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK  IN  OTHER  LANDS. 
T.  C.  Ikehara,  Tokyo,  Japan. 

Mr.  President,  Members  of  the  Convention,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen:  For  some  years  past  I  have  often  heard  that  of  all  the 
states  in  this  mighty  republic,  Illinois,  New  Jersey  and  Ohio  take 
the  lead  in  organized  Sunday-school  work;  and  it  has  been  my  good 
fortune  to  visit  each  one  of  these  beautiful  states  and  observe  their 
plans  and  methods  of  work.  I  am  convinced  that  they  well  deserve 
the  high  reputation  by  which  they  are  heralded  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land.  In  each  I  noticed  a  march  of  progress 
peculiar  to  itself.  It  is  however,  far  from  my  intention,  to  compare 
the  degrees  of  their  merits,  and  to  set  before  you  such  a  comparison 
among  these  three  sister  states.  I  am  only  here  to  congratulate  the 
Sunday-school  workers  of  Illinois  upon  the  great  success  you  have 
attained  in  this  all-important  work  of  the  Lord. 

The  subject  that  is  assigned  me  to  speak  upon  is  "Sunday-school 
Work  in  other  Lands."  I  am  very  much  interested  in  the  Sunday- 
school  work  of  the  world.  The  man  who  first  planted  the  Sunday- 
school  in  Saxony,  and  the  work  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  is  my 
friend.  I  have  observed  the  Sunday-schools  in  different  mission 
fields,  but  I  am  not  going  to  speak  on  that  subject.  You  have  heard 
about  Cato,  in  the  old  days  of  Rome,  who  used  to  speak  on  only  one 
thing.  He  was  convinced  that  the  city  of  Carthage  must  be  des- 
troyed before  Rome,  his  native  state,  could  be  placed   upon   a  sure 
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foundation;  so  whenever  he  sat  down  in  the  senate,  whether  the  ques- 
tion in  the  house  was  the  Cuban  war  or  the  currency  problem,  he 
would  say  all  the  time  "Carthage  must  be  destroyed,"  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  friends,  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  follow  his  example  to- 
night; I  have  only  one  thing  to  tell  you,  I  have  nothing  else.  I  must 
tell  you  of  the  one  thing  which  impels  me  to  speak  to  you  to-night. 
To  us  Christians,  one  thing  is  pre-eminent — you  have  often  thought 
about  it — how  are  we  going  to  use  ourselves  that  the  world  may  be 
brought  to  Jesus  Christ?  In  my  case,  it  takes  a  more  particular 
form;  I  express  it  with  two  words,  it  is  the  combination  of  two  words, 
which  contain  five  letters  each.  I  think  you  know  what  words  those 
are — Jesus,  Japan — let  me  write  them  down.  (Places  on  black- 
board) 

J     J 

E  A 

S  P 

U  A 

S  N 

When  I  say  ''Japan,"  I  know  you  feel  proud.  That  land  goes 
often  by  the  common  appellation  "The  United  States  of  the  East." 
There  is  greater  reason  than  that  for  which  you  ought  to  be  proud. 
It  was  that  land  which  you  brought  out  to  the  world.  Only  four 
decades  ago  that  land  was  entirely  shut  against  the  world,  and  you 
sent  your  Commodore  Perry,  and  forced  open  the  door,  and  to-day 
that  Empire  is  open  to  the  world,  and  occupies  the  strongest  position 
in  the  East.  I  don't  believe  America,  except  the  founding  of  this 
great  commonwealth  itself,  has  ever  done  anything  so  great  as  to 
bring  the  great  Empire  of  Japan  to  the  world.  When  I  think  about 
that  great  Commodore  Perry,  I  think  about  Saint  Paul.  I  often 
think  of  that  single  boat  which  carried  the  Gentile  Apostle  across 
the  narrow  sea  into  Europe,  laden  with  the  fortunes  of  two  great  con- 
tinents; so  Commodore  Perry,  when  he  was  transported  across  the 
Pacific  to  Japan,  carried  with  him  the  civilization  of  the  Japan  of 
to-day. 

Japan  to-day  has  forty-five  thousand  Christians,  all  due  to  Com- 
modore Perry's  great  effort.  When  I  say  "Forty-five  thousand," 
you  think  that  is  a  great  number!  Let  me  tell  you,  Japan  is  no 
small  place.  In  area,  it  is  larger  than  California,  and  a  little  less 
than  Texas.  It  is  composed  of  four  thousand  islands,  stretching 
from  what  would  be  Central  America  to  Alaska,  having  forty-one 
millions  of  people.  What  are  forty-five  thousand  Christians  among 
forty-one  millions.  You  must  use  a  microscope  to  find  a  Christian 
there.  Eoughly  speaking,  one  in  every  thousand  is  a  Christian  in 
Japan.  Thus  you  see  the  question  arises,  how  are  we  going  to  bring 
the  other  nine  hundred  ninety-nine  to  Christ?  If  you  ask  me  what  I 
think  about  it  I  would  say,  "my  solutionis  to  bring  the  children  un- 
to the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  through  the  medium  of  this  Holy 
Book."  To-day  in  Japan  there  is  a  great  condition  because  she  has 
forsaken   her  former  guides,  the  eastern  religions,  and  now  she  is 
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looking  towards  the  waving  hand  of  an  agnostic  in  the  great  desert  of 
transition  and  nature.  Before  Jesus  Christ,  I  wish  I  had  something 
to  bring  her  out  to  the  right  place,  to  reach  the  person  who  said  "I 
am  the  way."  I  believe  in  teaching  the  children  before  their  minds 
are  steeped  in  superstition  and  prejudiced  by  agnosticism.  We  must 
implant  in  each  and  every  child  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

If  you  will  pardon  me,  I  shall  tell  my  experience.  When  I  was 
but  a  small  boy,  in  my  father's  country  residence,  I  was  sitting  upon 
the  veranda  one  summer  day.  I  remember  the  place  and  time  well. 
I  was  reading  an  old  Jajjanese  ballad.  By  and  by  I  heard  the  ap- 
proach of  some  one.  I  lifted  my  eyes  and  saw  a  hired  man,  he  had 
been  working  among  the  flowers  there,  and  he  came  over  near  to  me 
and  said,  "Young  master,  I  have  a  story  I  must  tell  you,  may  I  tell 
it?"  I  said,  "Yes,  you  may."  Then  he  opened  his  mouth  and  told 
me  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  the  story  of  the  crucified  Savior.  I 
heard  him  a  little  while,  but  I  did  not  believe  what  he  said.  I  dis- 
missed him.  He  was  a  wise  Christian.  He  wounded  my  heart,  my 
pride,  and  departed  to  let  me  meditate  alone,  but  he  was  a  persevering 
Christian.  He  came  to  me  back  the  next  day  when  I  was  reading  the 
same  book  on  the  same  veranda,  and  told  me  the  same  story  of  Jesus, 
and  this  being  repeated,  I  began  to  say  "this  fellow  is  mistaken;  I 
must  teach  him  something  better;  he  is  misled  by  Christianity,  a 
doctrine  which  is  diametrically  opposed  to  patriotism  and  the  national 
spirit."  So  I  hurried  down  town  and  bought  a  little  translated  por- 
tion of  the  Bible,  because  the  whole  Bible  was  not  then  translated  in 
Japanese.  I  hurried  home  and  began  to  read  the  Bible.  I  commenced 
at  the  New  Testament.  I  read  it  with  the  simple  purpose  of  teach- 
ing this  man  better.  But  before  long,  I  was  touched  with  that 
great  unfathomable  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  I  gave  myself  up 
to  His  service.  After  that,  I  began  my  work  in  a  Sunday-school 
there,  and  I  used  to  take  my  young  brother  every  Sunday,  fifty-two 
Sundays  in  the  year,  and  I  taught  him  about  Jesus  Christ,  and  he 
too,  was  brought  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  to- day,  in  Japan,  he  is  preach- 
ing the  words  of  Jesus  Christ  among  the  men.  And  then,  I  little 
thought  that  I  was  making  such  a  great  helper  in  my  future  work, 
but  there  he  is  to-day  waiting  for  my  return  that  we  may  together 
work  throughout  that  great  empire  of  Japan. 

There  is  a  great  advantage  in  the  educational  system  in  Japan. 
Every  boy  and  every  girl  is  educated  in  the  free  schools  there.  We 
must  mnke  use  of  this.  There  is  another  great  advantage  which  we 
must  not  overlook,  that  is,  we  can  easily  gather  the  children  into  the 
Sunday-school,  whereas  we  can  never  gather  the  people  into  the 
church.  Under  these  favorable  circumstances  I  think  it  is  clear  what 
we  may  do  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Japan  through 
the  Sunday-schools.  If  you  will  give  me  all  the  children  of  Japan 
to  day,  I  will  show  you  to-morrow  a  Christianized  Japan. 

But  I  must  tell  you  about  the  Sunday-school  condition  of  Japan. 
We  have  to-day  a  nucleus  of  this  great  work.  There  are  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  schools  and  twenty-five  thousand  scholars.  Although 
they  are  unorganized  as  you  are  organized  in  this  country,  still  they 
are  a  power,  a  nucleus  of  a  great  army  which  must  bring  that  great 
nation  to  Jesus  Christ. 
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You  remember  only  a  week  ago,  the  United  States  was  wild,  ex- 
pecting news  from  Commodore  Dewey,  and  it  reminded  me  of  an  in- 
stance I  had  in  my  life  only  a  few  years  ago  when  I  was  a  college  boy. 
It  happened  at  the  time  of  that  great  Japanese-Chinese  war.  One 
morning  I  was  about  ready  to  go  into  the  class  room;  I  had  a  book  in  my 
liand,aud  I  stepped  into  the  waiting  room  to  read  the  telegraphic  news, 
and  I  discovered  this  short  paragraph  which  said  "a  detachment  of 
the  Japanese  Army  has  been  sent  to  storm  Port  Arthur."  Then  the 
bell  rang,  and  I  went  into  the  class  room.  I  opened  the  book,  the 
lesson  was  on  the  Socratics  of  Socrates.  I  was  supposed  to  be  listen- 
ing to  the  professor  who  was  lecturing  about  that,  but  I  tell  you  my 
eyes  never  saw  one  single  character,  and  my  ears  never  heard  one 
single  word.  My  mind  was  too  far  away.  In  my  mind^'s  eye,  I  was 
seeing  the  great  stretch  of  blue  ocean,  and  beyond  that,  the  white 
line  of  breakers,  and  beyond  that  the  green  steep  hill,  and  at  the  top 
of  that  the  fortress.  By  and  by  I  saw  from  yonder  slope,  the  march 
of  the  Japanese  soldiers,  in  their  dark  blue  uniform.  They  gradual- 
ly approached  towards  the  fort.  Then  by  and  by  I  saw  from  the  cor- 
ner the  march  of  the  Chinese  soldiers.  By  and  by,  I  could  almost 
hear  the  cannon  roar,  the  tread  of  men  and  horses,  and  the  war  cry; 
you  smile  to  hear  me  say  that,  but  I  don^t  think  you  will  blame 
me  when  I  tell  you  that  Port  Arthur  was  of  great  prominence,  and 
the  taking  of  that  meant  success  of  the  great  expedition  of  the 
Japanese  army.  I  knew  the  glory  of  my  country  was  at  stake.  But 
to-day,  I  tell  you,  friends,  there  is  a  great  war  raging  in  Japan,  and 
there  is  one  great  prominence  still  unoccupied.  The  Captain  of  our 
Salvation  is  leading  his  conquering  hosts  there;  He  tells  me  to  gather 
up  those  unorganized  forces  in  Japan,  and  to  march  straight  to  that 
great  prominence  of  Sunday-school  work,  and  occupy  it  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  that  the  whole  empire  may  be  conquered.  The 
Buddhists  have  started  Sunday-school  work  recently,  and  they  are 
trying  to  re-inforce  that  prominence  from  yonder  corner,  so  we  must 
get  there  first,  and  we  must  take  that  great  prominence  of  the  children 
of  Japan. 

Within  a  few  months  I  am  to  go  back  to  Japan,  my  own,  dear 
native  land.  There  we  have  five  enemies  to  fight.  In  the  first  place, 
there  is  Shintoism;  in  the  second  place,  Confucianism;  in  the  third 
place.  Buddhism;  in  the  fourth  place.  Agnosticism;  and  in  the  fifth 
place,  the  Catholic  Churches,  the  Latin  and  Greek  Catholic  Churches. 
Every  Christian  church  must  fight  against  those  forces  in  Japan, 
and  I  must  fight  against  them.  This  reminds  me  of  the  man  who 
came  to  the  throne  against  five  pretenders.  I  mean  the  great  cham- 
pion of  the  Christian  faith,  Coustantine.  When  he  came  to  the 
throne,  there  were  five  others;  and  in  my  going  back  there,  I  feel  I 
am  going  on  the  same  mission  that  was  his.  When  he  was  going  to 
march  against  Maxentius,  he  beheld  one  day  the  cross  in  the  mid- 
air, shining  bright  as  the  sun,  and  under  the  cross  were  four  words — 
three  words  in  the  Greek,  four  in  the  Latin — "By  this  sign  conquer." 
I  am  going  back  to  Japan,  and  to-day  I  see  in  my  vision  a  cross  no 
less  bright  than  his.  Let  me  show  you  what  that  cross  is,  (adds  to 
previous  illustration) 
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This  is  the  crosss  I  see  before  me,  but  greater  than  that  are  the 
four  words  I  place  beneath  this  cross 


J  J 

P  K  E  A  C  H 

GOSPEL 

UA 

SN 

through 

THE   SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 

This  the  cross  I  see  before  me  on  my  departure  for  my  native  land. 

When  we  shall  have  entirely  conquered  that  great  empire  of  Ja- 
pan, when  we  shall  have  subdued  those  islands  in  the  north  and  in 
the  south,  we  shall  stretch  out  toward  Corea,  and  go  down  towards 
China  and  the  Phillipines.  As  to-day,  I  heard  that  Borneo  was  organ- 
ized by  Mr.  Burgess  of  India,  so  by  and  by  we  shall  come  from  both 
sides  of  Asia  and  meet  in  the  center,  and  we  shall  have  Asia  for 
Jesus  Christ.  Dr.  Phillips  when  he  was  making  his  speeches  in  this 
country,  said  he  hoped  that  we  might  hear  from  Japan  in  1898;  this 
is  the  year;  and  I  hope  that  prophecy  will  be  fulfilled  this  year.  He 
was  a  glorious  man,  he  did  a  most  wonderful  work  in  India.  I  often 
think  what  a  great  rejoicing  there  must  have  been  in  heaven,  when 
he  was  welcomed  into  that  great  place,  and  how  sweetly  the  Master's 
''well  done"  must  have  sounded  in  his  ears.  To-day  I  pray  to  God 
that  a   double   portion   of  the  spirit  of  Phillips  may  rest  upon  me. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs:  When  Dr.  Phillips  was  in  St.  Louis,  at  the 
close  of  his  wonderful  address  on  Sunday  afternoon,  he  said,  "I  in- 
tended to  come  here,  and  ask  you  to  send  an  assistant  to  India;  but 
I  have  come  now  to  ask  you  to  send  a  man  to  Japan."  We  at  once 
started  the  American-Japanese  International  World  Sunday-school 
Association.  We  did  not  give  it  a  name,  but  we  agreed  to  give  $1.00 
per  annum,  and  there  were  three  hundred  and  forty-three  persons 
joined  that  association.  It  was  in  the  first  of  September,  1893,  we 
began  to  look  for  a  man  to  go  to  Japan,  and  corresponded  with  our 
missionary  board,  we  asked  where  we  could  find  the  man,  and  we 
just  left  the  contribution  untouched,  and  that  went  on  for  nearly 
four  years.  A  man  from  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  wrote  me  that 
such  a  man  was  in  their  Normal  college,  and  he  mentioned  the  name 
of  our  Brother,  Mr.  Ikehara  (E-kuh-ha-rah.)  Learn  how  to  spell 
and  pronounce  his  name,  get  acquainted  with  him,  it  will  be  some- 
thing for  you  to  tell  your  children  about.  At  last  they  wrote  us  his 
story,  and  I  found  out  that  after  this  young  man  was  Qpn verted,  he  de- 
cided to  come  to  America.  God  was  sending  him  across  the  Pacific  to 
America  before  he  sent  Phillips  over  here  to  tell  us  to  send  a  man  to 
Japan;  and  when  he  was  coming  over,  on  the  ship  he  met  Principal 
Grant,  of  Kingston,  Canada,  and  he  took  him  to  Kingston,  and  he 


Illinois  State  Sun"day  School  Convention-.  127 

completed  his  college  education  in  that  beautiful  Christian  city, 
under  the  influence  of  those  Christian  men.  Then  his  heart  burned 
for  the  Sunday-school  work,  and  he  began  special  preparation.  Then 
we  wrote  to  him  about  the  matter,  and  we  arranged  to  have  him  be- 
gin his  work  with  our  beloved  brother,  Mr.  Eeynolds,  and  to  attend 
conventions  with  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  with  Mr.  Hamill,  throughout 
the  northern  portion  of  our  country  and  Canada.  Our  brother,  Mr. 
Eeynolds,  died  without  seeing  the  sight.  When  he  was  speaking 
here,  I  thought  about  Reynolds  meeting  Phillips  up  there.  I  re- 
member how  Phillips  looked  at  Reynolds  at  that  convention,  and 
Reynolds  and  I  went  to  our  hotel  to  pray  together.  We  spent  one 
night  together  in  Chatauqua,  a  night  that  will  never  be  forgotten 
by  me,  and  we  decided  we  would  go  on  v/ith  this  Japanese  work. 
Mr.  Ikehara  has  been  in  New  England,  Canada,  New  Jersey,  Ohio, 
and  Illinois;  he  is  going  from  here  to  Indiana  and  back  to  the  Ohio 
convention,  and  then  to  the  London  convention.  He  sails  on  the 
29th  of  June  from  Boston,  for  the  World^s  Convention.  He  goes 
from  London  to  India  to  spend  a  few  weeks,  or  as  long  as  may  be 
thought  best,  with  Dr.  Burgess,  and  then  he  goes  to  his  own  land. 
He  is  going  for  Jesus  Christ  and  for  us.  Yoti  loill  go!  We  are  plan- 
ing to  support  him  by  securing  suflScient  contributors  of  one 
dollar  per  annum.  As  long  as  you  are  able  to  pay,  you  pay 
it,  and  if  you  want  to  stop,  we  will  get  some  one  to  take  your 
place.  You  can  get  your  school  behind  your  dollar,  get  one  hundred 
of  them  to  each  give  one  cent.  I  would  like  to  have  our  boys  inter- 
ested in  Japan.  Jesus  Christ  once  took  two  mites  which  a  woman 
brought  and  put  them  out  at  interest,  and  I  tell  you  at  three  per 
cent  per  annum,  comjoounded,  there  is  not  as  much  money  in  the 
world  to-day  as  that  woman  gave;  and  that  gift  has  never  ceased  to 
be  given;  you  can  hear  the  rattling  of  that  coin  in  the  contribution 
box  to-night  as  you  can  inhale  the  perfume  that  comes  from  the  ala- 
baster box  that  the  woman  broke  over  the  head  and  feet  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Look  at  Ikehara,  but  don't  think  of  Ikehara,  think  of  Ike- 
hara's  God!  Think  of  Burgess'  and  Phillips'  God!  Think  of  Carey's 
and  Judson's  God!  Think  of  the  God  of  Paul  who  went  across  that 
little  narrow  strip  of  water  into  Macedonia  on  that  vessel.  I  am  proud 
of  Dewey,  and  proud  of  Perry,  but  my  soul  fairly  burns  within  me 
when  I  think  of  one  man  going  with  Jesus  Christ  to  conquer  an  em- 
pire without  a  musket.  I  think  of  that,  as  I  think  of  him.  I  remem- 
ber how  Phillips  closed  that  matchless  address  that  afternoon  at  St. 
Louis.     He  said  ''Let  us  go  on  with  this  work  until 

'  'From  ocean's  farthest  coast, 
From  earth's  remotest  part, 
Through  gates  of  pearl  shall  stream  a  countless  host, 
Singing  'to  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost, 

Alleluia.'" 

We  want  your  name  and  address,  and  your  dollar  if  you  want  us  to 
go  on  with  the  work. 

"Saviour,  breathe  an  evening  blessing,"  was  sung.     Dr.  Hurlbut 
pronounced  the  benediction. 
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THIRD   DAY— MORNING   SESSION. 

The  six  o'clock  prayer  meeting  was  led  by  C.  E.  Schenck,  State 
Missionary. 

At  eight  o'clock,  the  workers  met  at  the  Baptist  Church,  where  a 
conference  on  Township  Work  was  held,  led  by  G.  W.  Miller.  The 
program  was  as  follows: 

HOW  TO  ORGANIZE  A  TOWNSHIP. 

J.  A.  L.  Scott,  Wayne  Co. 

That  which  is  dejiendent,  must  have  something  upon  which  to 
depend,  and  as  our  State  Work  depends  first,  upon  the  local 
school,  and  second  upon  the  township  and  county  associations,  it  can 
only  reach  its  highest  efficiency  by  a  thorough  and  compact  organiza- 
tion of  all  its  forces. 

To  me  you  have  assigned  the  subject  "How  to  Organize  a  Town- 
ship," an  inexhaustible  subject,  and  I  can  but  faintly  touch  the 
great  scope  of  its  iDOssibilities.  Much  will  devolve  upon  the  county 
president,  who  needs  to  remember  Edison's  definition  of  genius: 
"Two  per  cent,  genius,  98  per  cent,  hard  work;"  also  that  inspira- 
tion means  perspiration.  Such  a  county  president  will  be  constantly 
"Provoked  to  good  works." 

He  should  issue  a  call  to  all  Christians  and  others  interested  in  the 
work,  to  meet  at  some  stated  time  and  place.  At  this  gathering  the 
object  of  the  meeting  should  be  stated,  alsoastatement  of  what  town- 
ship organization  has  done  for  the  Sunday-school  cause,  and  what  we 
expect  it  to  do  for  this  township. 

There  should  be  a  definite  constitution  conforming  to  that  of  the 
county  association.  The  officers  of  the  organization  should  be  a 
president,  vice-president  and  secretary,  who  with  two  others  shall 
constitute  an  Executive  Committee. 

Great  care  should  be  exercised  in  selecting  the  president.  This 
officer  should  be  a  man  or  woman  who  is  a  genuine  specimen  of  Chris- 
tian manhood  or  womanhood,  whose  life  is  exemplary,  whose  daily  walk 
and  conversation  will  be  an  inspiration  to  those  that  who  are  expected 
to  follow  in  the  way  he  leads,  he  should  have  executive  ability,  should 
properly  review  the  concentration  of  forces,  should  not  simply  be  a 
convention  holder,  but  one  who  will  look  after  the  smaller  things  that 
go  to  make  up  the  organization. 

Business  men  select  business-like  men  and  women  to  keep  their 
books  and  papers,  and  we  should  select  competent  business  men  and 
women  for  the  office  of  secretary,  persons  who  will  feel  that  their 
position  is  a  responsible  one,  one  that  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  who 
will  attend  all  the  meetings  and  keep  a  record  of  the  same,  and  also 
keep  a  record  of  all  Sunday- scliool  statistics  and  a  copy  of  the  report 
sent  to  the  county  secretary.     In  my  work  last  yCar  as   county  pres- 
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ident,  I  found  but  one  township  officer  who  kept  a  record,  and  it  was 
only  a  partial  one.  I  have  had  many  complaints  from  newly  elected 
township  officers  that  they  had  no  record,  and  that  they  could  not 
ascertain  what  had  been  the  previous  line  of  work;  they  could  find  no 
trace  of  the  work,  not  even  a  program  of  the  previous  meeting,  and 
would  ask  me  to  make  out  a  suggestive  program  that  I  thought  would 
best  meet  their  needs.  Such  methods  would  bankrupt  the  best  busi- 
ness of  our  country.  Our  executive  committee  ordered  me  to  pur- 
chase a  record  for  each  of  our  eighteen  townships,  and  we  hope  that 
the  business  of  our  township  organizations  will  hereafter  be  kept  in  a 
business  like  way. 

The  executive  committee  should  hold  one  annual  convention 
for  the  purpose  of  gathering  statistics,  etc.,  and  three  quarterly  con- 
ferences for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  different  lines  of  work, 
prepare  programs,  look  after  finances  and  lay  out  the  line  of  work  to 
be  followed.  If  it  pays  the  man  who  sells  wines  and  liquors  to  adver- 
tise his  goods  by  means  of  a  letter  head,  why  should  not  we  do  like- 
wise? So  after  the  organization  is  completed,  a  neatly  printed  letter 
head,  bearing  the  names  of  the  officers,  and  the  date  of  the  conven- 
tion would  have  its  weight,  and  would  cost  only  a  trifle;  it  would  give 
confiflence  to  the  people  and  make  them  feel  that  the  organization 
was  a  permanent  one. 

After  the  organization  is  completed  I  would  first  see  the  newly 
elected  officers  in  person,  if  possible,  and  help  them  to  plan  a  system- 
atic line  of  work  for  the  year;  then  from  time  to  time  as  opportu- 
nity permits,  I  would  write  words  of  encouragement  and  approval, 
and  endeavor  to  gain  their  confidence  and  co-operation. 

That  which  is  otherwise  fragmentary  and  isolated  can  thus  be 
reduced  to  a  beautiful  and  helpful  system,  under  which  a  fitly  spoken 
word  from  the  leader  will  flash  along  the  lines  to  the  rural  and  farther 
removed  districts,  giving  them  as  much  help  as  those  more  fortu- 
nately situated.  And  what  could  be  more  inspiring  than  to  be  a 
member  of,  and  helper  in  this  glad  faced,  happy  hearted,  Sunday- 
school  Army. 


DUTIES  OF  TOWNSHIP  OFFICERS. 

H.  P.  Hart,  Christian  County. 

I  shall  content  myself  with  telling  you  what  we  put  before  our 
township  officers  in  Christian  County  as  their  duties: 

1.     Duties  op  Township  Pkesidents. 

Visit  the  Sunday-schools  as  often  as  possible,  but  your  annual 
visitation  should  be  made  early — April  and  May — and  the  report  sent 
to  the  county  president  not  later  than  June  1st. 

A  pocket  record  book  is  furnished  to  each  township  president  in 
which  to  make  a  record  of  each  annual  visitation  to  the  several 
schools.  You  are  expected  to  keep  this  record  complete  and  turn  it 
over  to  your  successor  in  office. 

By  referring  to  this  record,  you  know  the  history  of  each  school. 
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you  see  the  weak  places  in  advance;  therefore  make  your  visits 
pointed,  by  showing  where  improvements  can  be  made;  you  can  do 
this  by  having  a  friendly  talk  with  the  superintendent,  officers  and 
teachers  at  the  close  of  the  session.  You  should  make  such  use  of  de- 
fects in  Sunday-school  work  at  your  conventions  and  institutes  as 
will  be  helpful  to  all  the  schools. 

During  visitation,  note  carefully  the  effect  of  progressive  work 
on  the  welfare  of  the  school,  so  as  to  make  use  of  the  same  at  your 
annual  convention.  Said  one  superintendent  recently:  "Loyal 
Army  Methods  and  Written  Eeviews  are  revolutionizing  our  schools." 
If  you  have  similar  testimony,  magnify  it  to  the  fullest  extent. 
What  will  help  one  school  may  help  another. 

If  you  have  no  township  secretary,  appoint  one  at  once.  If  you 
have  no  executive  committee,  consider  the  several  superintendents 
as  such  committee  and  notify  them  accordingly. 

This  committee,  with  the  president  and  secretary,  should  meet  at 
the  place  where  the  next  convention  is  to  be  held  at  least  one  month 
beforehand  to  make  out  program,  select  speakers  and  make  all  neces- 
sary arrangements. 

You  cannot  spend  too  much  time  beforehand  in  preparing  the 
program.  Please  keep  these  items  constantly  in  mind:  Ist.  Have 
something  new,  interesting  and  progressive.  Quit  threshing  out  old 
straw;  there  is  no  wheat  in  it.  3nd.  Make  the  primary  work  a 
prominent  feature.  You  can  reach  the  parents  sometimes  in  no  other 
way.  A  simple  review,  taken  part  in  by  children  from  eight  to  twelve 
years  old,  conducted  by  yourself,  will  add  wonderfully  to  the 
interest  of  the  convention.  3rd.  Do  you  know  of  any  primary 
teacher  who  has  made  a  decided  success  of  her  work?  Get  her  to 
take  part;  it  will  pay.  4th.  Bible  drills  and  next  Sunday's  lesson 
taught  by  a  practical  successful  teacher  are  subjects  that  are  always 
in  order  at  a  convention  or  institute.  5th.  As  good  music  is  the 
life  of  every  meeting,  provide  for  it  in  time  and  have  a  variety. 

Avoid  long  essays,  long  speeches  or  long  sermons  as  you  would  a 
pestilence.  Notify  those  on  the  program  that  they  may  come  pre- 
pared, but  put  no  one's  name  on  the  program  unless  you  are  certain 
that  he  will  respond.  Put  on  the  program  workers  who  are  noted 
for  excellence  in  some  line  of  work. 

A  question-box  properly  managed  furnishes  variety  and  adds  to 
the  interests,  provide  for  it  in  advance  and  appoint  one,  two  or  three 
capable  ones  to  answer  the  questions. 

Do  not  make  the  program  too  long,  the  audience  will  weary  even 
of  good  things. 

Institute  work  is  a  training  school  for  officers  and  teachers,  there- 
fore arrange  for  an  institute  during  the  Fall  or  Winter  months. 
Your  district  or  county  president  will  be  glad  to  assist  you;  that  is 
what  they  are  elected  for;  use  them.  The  benefits  derived  from  a 
first  rate  institute  are  invaluable. 

If  you  have  a  normal  class  in  your  township,  make  use  of  it  at 
your  conventions  and  institutes.  If  there  is  no  normal  class  try  to  or- 
ganize one. 

Of  a  necessity  you  are  a  progressive  worker  and  believe  in  progress, 
and  you  can  keep  in  line  with  advanced  work  and  in  no  better  way 
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than  by  taking  the  Trumpet  Call,  the  Inter7iational  Evangel,  and  the 
Sunday -Scliool  Times.  Such  topics  as  Normal  Work,  Lo5^al  Army, 
Home  Department,  Bible  drills  and  quarterly  reviews  \yill  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  every  live  township  ofl&cer  who  believes  in 
progress. 

The  State  and  County  work  is  worthy  your  earnest  and  hearty 
support.  The  annual  report  of  the  State  Association  gives  you  a  clear 
idea  of  its  importance  and  magnitude.  Please  present  its  claims  at 
your  annual  convention.  Buckhart,  Stonington  and  May  townships 
are  taking  the  lead  in  this  line,  for  at  every  annual  convention  gen- 
erous sums  are  contributed  for  the  state  and  county  work. 

A  banner  township  is  one  where  all  the  schools  are  visited  by  the 
township  officers,  all  the  schools  represented  at  the  township  conven- 
tion, annual  reports  from  each  school  received,  and  an  annual  offering 
received  from  each  school  for  state  and  county  work.  In  1895  we 
had  four,  in  1896  nine,  in  1897  ten  banner  townships.  Shall  yours 
be  enrolled  in  the  list  in  the  future?  Much  depends  on  your  earnest 
and  faithful  work. 

Are  there  any  destitute  places  in  your  township  where  Sunday- 
schools  are  needed?  Be  free  to  confer  with  your  district  president. 
It  is  possible  that  something  may  be  done.  Where  there's  a  will 
there's  a  way. 

This  Sunday-school  work  does  not  run  itself;  some  one  must  plan, 
some  one  must  go  and  and  some  one  must  work  and  do.  We  wel- 
come you  as  one  of  our  earnest  planners,  goers  and  doers. 

Finally  magnify  your  office;  if  there  is  one  qualification  that  is 
gratefully  appreciated  and  swift  to  be  recognized  by  our  state  as  well 
as  by  our  county  association  it  is  faithfulness. 

2.     Duties  of  Township  Secketakies. 

Provide  yourself  a  suitable  book,  in  which  to  keep  a  record  of  all 
conventions  and  institutes  held  in  your  township,  also  a  record  of  all 
Normal  Classes  and  Home  Departments. 

In  case  the  Sunday-school  secretaries  are  tardy  in  making  out  re- 
ports, and  do  not  respond  to  your  appeal,  and  your  township  presi- 
dent fails  to  get  them,  go  after  them  yourself. 

Four  blank  township  reports  will  be  sent  you  annually.  One 
you  keep  for  future  reference.  You  send  one  copy  to  the  county 
secretary,  also  one  copy  to  the  district  president.  This  leaves  you 
one  copy  in  case  of  accident. 

At  least  one  month  before  your  annual  convention,  notify  the 
township  executive  committee  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  to 
make  out  program  and  the  necessary  arrangements  for  said  conven- 
tion. 

Do  not  fail  to  insist  at  this  meeting  that  some  line  of  progressive 
work  be  placed  on  the  program. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  existing  in  the  office  of  township  presi- 
dent from  any  cause,  the  work  in  the  township  falls  on  you  until  the 
next  convention  and  election  takes  place. 

While  the  township  president  should  visit  all  Sunday-schools 
and  attend  all  county  conferences  and  special  meetings,  you  are  his 
alternate  and  assistant. 
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If  your  township  is  large  you  can  assist  in  visitation,  and  you 
should  attend  the  county  conferences. 

In  case  of  an  event  like  the  one  just  refeircd  to,  and  you  think 
you  need  assistance,  you  can    call  on  the  district  or  county  president. 

You  should  bend  all  your  energies  to  have  the  annual  reports  and 
offerings  from  the  several  schools  on  hand  at  your  township  conven- 
tion. In  that  case  you  can  very  readily  make  out  all  reports  before 
the  convention  adjourns. 

Do  you  want  your  township  enrolled  in  the  banner  list?  Then 
use  every  effort  in  that  direction.  During  the  year  1895  we  had  only 
four  banner  townships,  whereas  we  should  have  had  seventeen. 

We  feel  assured  that  your  active  sympathy  and  faithful  work  will 
be  given  without  stint  to  make  your  township  one  of  the  foremost  in 
progressive  work  in  Christian  County, 

III.     duties  of  district  presidents. 

Christian  County  is  divided  into  four  districts,  and  a  president 
appointed  to  assist  the  county  president  and  to  look  after  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Sunday-schools  in  each  district. 

In  the  record  book  furnished  by  the  county  association  you  will 
find  a  complete  record  of  each  school  in  your  district;  and  from  the 
annual  reports  you  get  from  the  township  officers,  you  are  expected 
to  keep  it  complete. 

You  are  expected  to  attend  the  township  conventions  in  your 
district.  If  you  are  not  notified  by  the  township  officers,  you  can 
find  out  by  writing  to  them.  The  real  condition  of  the  work  in  your 
district  and  the  material  to  work  with,  can  only  be  found  by  actual 
contact.     Therefore,  visit  the  Sunday-schools. 

You  are  a  member  of  the  county  executive  committee,  and  you 
are  expected  to  attend  the  annual  conference  of  county  and  town- 
ship oflficers  which  meets  in  the  spring.  Also  the  executive  com- 
mittee meeting  in  July,  which  makes  out  program  and  arranges  for 
county  convention. 

It  is  your  privilege  to  name  two  delegates  to  attend  the  state 
convention  which  meets  in  May  annually. 

Institutes  are  training  schools  for  officers  and  teachers,  and  you 
could  engage  in  no  class  of  work  that  would  be  more  beneficial  or 
more  highly  appreciated  than  to  arrange  for  an  institute  during  the 
fall  or  winter  months  of  each  year.  Get  the  township  officers  to 
assist  you  and  all  work  in  hearty  co-operation. 

You  desire  to  keep  in  touch  with  advanced  thought  in  the  Sun- 
day-school world.  Then  such  journals  as  the  Trumpet  Call,  Interna- 
tional Evangel  and  Sunday-school  Times  will  not  only  furnish 
the  necessary  material,  but  will  be  absolutely  necessary  in  your  work. 

Do  you  want  to  meet  some  of  the  most  able  and  devoted  men  and 
women  engaged  in  the  Sunday-school  cause?  You  can  do  it  in  no 
better  way  than  by  attending  some  session  of  the  Illinois  State  Sun- 
day-school Association. 

As  you  have  full  control  of  the  work  in  your  district,  any  line 
of  work  that  you  might  deem  it  wise  to  advance,  will  not 
interfere  with,  but  rather  supplement  the  work  of  the  county 
president.       Make    your    personal      influence     and      individuality 
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felt.  Come  to  the  front  line  where  you  properly  belong.  *'Say  not 
ye  there  are  yet  four  months  and  then  cometh  harvest!  Behold,  I 
say  unto  you,  lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields;  for  they  are 
white  already  to  harvest. '•* 

The  following  blank  we  use  in  our  work  to  great  advantage: 

Christian  County 
Sunday-school  Assocation. 


township  peesident's  annual  report  of  visitation 

of  sunday-schools  of 
Township. 

(Allow  a  blank  space  for  each  item.) 
(1)  Name  of  School.     (2)  Name  of  Sup't.     (3)  P.   0.   Ad- 
dress.    (4)  Name  of  Secretary.     (5)  P.  0.  Address. 

statistical. 

School  is  held months  in  the  year.     No.  of 

Officers  and  Teachers No.  scholars 

Total Average  attendance Keceived  into 

church  from  Sunday-school Amount 

paid  for  Benevolent  and  Missionary  Purposes 

Amount  paid  for  State  and  Co.  Work 

Amount  paid  for  support  of  Sunday-school 


progressive  work. 
Any  teachers'  meeting House  to  house  visi- 
tation   Maps Charts Black- 
board   Library Any  picture  lessons 

for  primary  class Does  Sec.  have  a  com- 
plete enrollment  of  the  school Do  teachers 

have  class  books Is  school  increasing 

Is  lesson  reviewed  by  Sup't Any  Normal 

class Any  Home  Dep't 

Loyal  Army  Methods Any  Bible  Drills 

Does  school  favor  written  Quarterly  Keviews 

What  does  this  school  need 

What  line   of  progressive   work  is   Sup't  taking  up  this 

year 

Remarks  : 


suggestions. 
If  this  school  is  prospering  and  progressive  you  should 
commend  it  heartily.  In  case  nothing  is  being  done  to 
advance  the  interest  of  the  schools  in  any  line  of  progres- 
sive work,  ask  for  a  conference  of  officers  and  teachers  right 
away  at  the  close  of  the  school.  Show  what  is  being  done  in 
other  schools  in  the  county;  try  to  stimulate  a  desire  for 
better  things.  Have  the  Sup't  and  the  Teachers  commit 
themselves  to  take  up  some  of  the  simpler  lines  of  progress. 
Any  school  can  take  up  Bible  Drills  or  Written  Quarterly 
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Reviews.  It  will  stimulate  teachers  as  well  as  scholars  with 
a  desire  to  have  a  better  and  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
Bible.  Our  county  motto  for  1898  is  "  More  Bible  Study." 
Mail  the  several  reports  when  visitation  is  completed. 
If  township  is  large  get  your  Secretary  to  assist,  lleports 
are  due  June  15th. 

Mrs.  E.  a.  Chapman,  II.  P.  Hart, 

Secretary.  President. 


TOWNSHIP  CONVENTIONS. 
P.  P.  Laugiilin,  Macon  Co. 

In  Deuteronomy  31:12,  we  have  these  words,  "Gather  the  people 
together,  men  and  women,  and  children,  and  thy  stranger  that  is 
within  thy  gates,  that  they  may  hear,  and  that  they  may  learn,  and 
fear  the  Lord  your  God,  and  observe  to  do  all  the  words  of  this  law." 
These  words  were  spoken  by  Moses,  the  great  law  giver,  near  the 
close  of  his  life.  It  seems  to  me  they  apply  to  us.  They  were  spoken 
in  regard  to  the  gathering  at  the  Feast  of  the  Tabernacles.  The 
Jewish  feasts,  I  think,  were  the  great  bands  that  bound  together  the 
Jewish  nation  so  long  as  they  observed  to  do  all  the  words  of  the  law. 
It  seems  to  me  the  Jews  looked  forward  to  those  great  feasts  with 
fond  appreciation.  There  is  one  feature  about  them  that  appeals  to 
us  in  the  township  convention,  and  that  is  that  all  were  to  go;  in 
those  feasts  there  was  no  respect  of  persons,  and  that  is  just  what  we 
want  in  the  township  convention.  I  take  the  ground  that  the 
township  convention  is  the  most  important  of  all  our  convention 
work.  You  will  notice  in  the  verse  quoted  that  they  were  first  to 
come  together  to  hear,  then  they  were  to  learn,  and  then  to  do.  I 
give  three  reasons  why  I  think  the  township  convention  is  the  most 
important  of  all  conventions. 

First.  It  reaches  more  people.  We  have  in  round  numbers  in 
this  state,  about  fifteen  hundred  townships,  and  I  think  a  low  esti- 
mate would  be  an  average  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  attendance  at 
these  conventions,  making  in  our  annual  township  'conventions,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  people,  who  come  together  to  hear, 
to  learn  and  to  do.  Second.  It  is  the  connecting  link  between  the 
great  conventions,  such  as  we  are  enjoying  now,  and  the  county  con- 
ventions on  one  hand,  and  the  individual  schools  and  neighborhoods 
on  the  other.  We  impart  enthusiasm  and  insi)iration  through  the 
township  conventions  to  the  individual  schools.  Third.  It  reaches 
the  people  individually.  We  come  to  them,  hand  to  hand  and  face 
to  face,  and  present  these  methods  in  a  way  which  they  can  grasp. 
Only  a  few  can  come  to  the  great  feasts,  such  as  the  state  conven- 
tion, but  all  can  attend  the  township  convention. 

At  least  three  elements  should  enter  into  every  township  con- 
vention program:  (a)  element  of  worship;  {h)  element  of  teaching; 
(c)  element  of  training.  (Do  not  undertake  too  much.)  (4)  In 
every  convention  we  should  do  at  least  three  things:  Pray — Plan — 
Pitsh. 
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The  purpose  of  the  township  convention  is  three-fold,  (a)  To 
prepare  the  workers  present  for  better  work  in  their  individual 
schools,  (b)  To  develop  Christian  workers,  (c)  To  reach  those  who 
care  for  none  of  these  things.  The  religions  training  of  the  children 
to-day  depends  almost  entirely  upon  the  Sunday-school  teacher. 
Hence  the  need  of  giving  them  every  opportunity  for  improvement, 
and  one  of  the  best  of  these  is  the  co-operation  we  have  in  our  Town- 
ship Conventions. 

Every  Sunday-school  needs  deeper  earnestness,  more  thorough 
Bible  study,  better  management  and  teaching.  How  to  secure  these 
things  should  be  earnestly  discussed.  The  object  is  to  gather  all  into 
the  Sunday-school,  and  through  Bible  instruction  and  Christian 
influence,  into  the  church. 

Every  school  in  the  township  should  be  represented  in  the  town- 
ship convention,  and  give  expression  to  their  most  successful  work- 
ers. The  township  convention  should  be  a  mirror  in  which  we  can 
see  the  reflections  of  the  best  methods  of  the  various  schools  of  the 
township.  A  successful  convention  not  only  awakens  interest  and 
creates  enthusiasm,  but  it  touches  the  heart  and  creates  in  it  an 
intense  desire  to  do  something  for  the  Master.  Our  great  aim  is  to 
save  souls.  The  way  to  overcome  indifference  and  opposition  is  to 
show  the  results  of  our  work.  I  think  we  ought  to  expect  souls  to  be 
converted  in  our  conventions. 

This  is  a  very  practical  age  in  which  we  live,  and  the  day  is  past 
when  we  should  place  any  one  upon  our  convention  programs,  merely 
because  of  intellectual  attainments,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  practi- 
cal methods  of  the  advanced  Sunday-school  work.  My  heart  goes  out 
in  sympathy  this  morning  to  earnest  faithful  workers  in  our  Sunday- 
schools  who  are  yearning  for  more  knowledge.  It  also  goes  out  to 
those  who  are  satisfied  with  what  they  are  doing.  And  my  prayer  is, 
that  from  this  great  convention  in  Galesburg  may  go  forth  an  influ- 
ence that  will  permeate  many  minds  and  hearts,  and  cause  them  to 
do  better  work  in  building  up  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ. 

BANNER  TOWNSHIPS. 
J.  E.  Willis,  White  Co. 

What  is  meant  by  a  banner  township?  There  are  four  requisites: 
First,  every  school  in  the  township  must  be  visited  by  a  township 
officer;  Second,  every  school  must  be  reported;  Third,  every  school 
must  make  an  offering  to  the  County  and  State  Work;  Fourth,  a 
township  convention  must  be  held  annually. 

It  is  very  helpful  to  county  officers  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
the  township  officers.  It  lightens  the  work  of  the  county  secre- 
tary in  gathering  the  reports.  I  heard  of  a  very  fine  plan  proposed 
by  an  excellent  secretary,  but  it  was  too  laborious.  If  we  will  follow 
this  ''Banner  Township"  idea,  the  secretary  will  get  into  close  range, 
and  can  fire  his  shot  at  the  township  officers,  and  not  have  to  shoot 
clear  across  the  county  to  hit  a  superintendent  of  whom  he  does  not 
know  whether  he  is  in  office  or  not.     He  can  send  his  request  for 
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reports  to  the  township  officers,  and  by  being  in  close  touch  with 
them,  he  can  easily  get  them.  Last  Spring,  soon  after  the  state  con- 
vention at  Belleville,  we  adopted  this  plan  in  White  County,  and 
worked  it  through  the  summer,  and  at  our  county  convention  in  the 
Fall,  we  had  practically  four  banner  townships  out  of  ten.  For 
this  year,  our  county  secretary  has  made  a  large  outline  map,  about 
seven  feet  square,  with  distinct  township  outlines.  He  has  located 
the  schools  and  indicated  them  by  stars.  I  believe  he  is  going  to 
adopt  the  plan  of  our  neighbors  in  Gallatin  County,  representing  the 
evergreen  schools  with  a  green  star,  the  summer  schools  by  a  diifer- 
ent  color,  and  vacancies  with  a  black  square.  Banner  townships  will 
be  represented  by  the  American  flag.  This  map  will  be  displayed  in 
our  township  conventions  during  the  Summer,  and  the  method 
explained,  so  that  in  every  township  there  will  be  created  the  desire 
to  be  a  banner  township.  In  this  way  the  county  officers'  work  will 
be  very  much  simplified. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Who  is  going  to  take  the  map  to  the  township 
conventions? 

Mr.  Willis:  One  of  the  county  officers.  This  plan  will  be  kept 
before  them  during  the  summer,  the  map  will  also  be  displayed  in  the 
county  convention,  and  the  work  will  show  for  itself.  This  will  be 
a  great  help  to  the  township  officer,  because  it  furnishes  an  order  of 
exercise,  an  outline  of  his  work;  he  knows  what  he  has  to  do,  and 
knows  when  it  is  done.  As  he  visits  the  schools,  he  can  present  the 
banner  township  idea  to  them,  and  show  them  what  they  must  do. 
He  can  tell  them  about  the  offering  to  the  county  and  state  work, 
how  much  will  be  expected,  and  how  it  will  help  the  township  con- 
vention, as  well  as  the  county  convention  and  the  state  convention 
too.  The  township  officer  is  thus  able  to  describe  what  he  has  found 
in  any  school  he  has  visited,  and  to  tell  of  many  excellent  things  that 
may  be  imitated  by  other  schools. 

It  also  helps  the  state  secretary  in  gathering  his  reports.  What  is 
the  matter  with  our  beloved  state  secretary  now?  He  is  broken 
down  by  over  work  that  ought  to  have  been  done  for  him.  AVe  can 
relieve  him  very  much  in  this  way,  and  I  hope  we  shall,  so  that  next 
year  he  can  be  with  us  in  the  state  convention. 

It  will  help  our  state  treasurer  to  gather  in  the  funds,  so  that  we 
will  not  come  with  a  deficit  to  the  state  convention.  Suppose  this 
plan  were  carried  out  to  perfection,  how  much  time  would  we  have  to 
spend  on  financial  matters? 

And  it  would  help  our  international  work.  Illinois  would  soon 
catch  up  to  those  ahead  of  us  in  contributions  for  the  international 
work.     The  question  is,  are  we  going  to  do  it  ? 


TOWNSHIP  INSTITUTES. 

C.  E.  ScHENCK,  Edgar  Co. 

Doubtless  the  Normal  Institute  idea  grew  out  of  a  realization  of 
the  fact  that  teacliing — causing  to  know — is  the  most  important  part 
of  Sunday-school  work.  It  is  easily  apparent  that  without  good 
teaching,  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  front  line  Sunday-school. 


Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention.  137 

A  Normal  Institute,  therefore,  is  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating, 
inspiring,  instructing,  training  and  encouraging  thoughtful  workers. 
With  the  many  "exceeding  great  and  precious  promises"  to  the 
worker  as  incentives  to  energy  and  faithfulness,  and  with  the  march- 
ing orders  of  the  Captain  of  his  salvation  ringing  in  his  ears,  the 
earnest  teacher  really  desires  to  do  effective  work.  "In  season  and 
out  of  season,"  lovingly  and  cheerfully  he  works,  but  his  heart  often 
faints  on  account  of  a  realization  of  his  lack  of  power.  The  noble 
men  and  women  who  constitute  the  teaching  force  come  from  every 
walk  of  life.  Many  are  busy  business  men;  many  are  hard  working 
farmers;  many  are  school  teachers;  many  are  mothers  wearied  with 
manifold  cares.  Every  occupation  and  calling  is  represented,  for 
God  does  not  want  idlers  to  teach  His  little  ones  about  Him.  Hence 
the  practical  question  is  "How  can  this  splendid  body  of  busy  people 
do  constantly  better  work?"  Undoubtedly  Illinois,  ranking  as  she 
does,  ftrst  in  organized  Sunday-school  work,  leads  in  this  direction 
also;  consequently  our  state  and  county  associations  hold  hundreds 
of  township  institutes,  whereby  the  progressive  teacher,  who  must 
know  the  Scriptures,  and  be  a  student  of  methods  also,  has  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  advancement.  Kealizing  that  the  boys  and  girls  are 
comparatively  so  few  years  in  our  schools,  that  we  must  impress 
quickly  the  lives  we  would  influence;  and  that  no  greater  work  can 
God's  servants  do  than  to  "feed  His  lambs,"  our  work  should  be 
excellent  and  effective. 

Several  years  ago  Prof.  Hamill  conducted  the  first  Normal  Insti- 
tute ever  held  in  Edgar  County,  and  from  that  day  to  this,  I  have 
had  a  firm  and  increasing  faith  in  the  helpfulness  of  Sunday-school 
institutes. 

Township  institutes  accomplish  some  very  desirable  results;  they 
actually  instriict  in  Bible  study,  methods  of  teaching,  and  modern 
ideas  of  Sunday-school  management;  they  encourage  teachers  and 
superintendents  to  go  forward  and  "possess  the  land"  of  better  ways 
of  working.  While  the  editorial  of  the  brilliant  editor  of  the  "Ladies' 
Home  Journal"  is  subject  to  severe  criticism  on  account  of  its  ex- 
treme and  unnecessary  sharjpness,  nevertheless  it  contained  much 
truth,  for,  sad  to  relate,  some  schools  are  guilty  of  at  least  a  few  of 
the  evidences  of  decay  which  he  mentions.  I  am  persuaded  that 
some  superintendents,  heretofore  heedless  of  the  fact  that  while 
almost  every  other  enterprise  was  pushing  forward  with  rapid  twen- 
tieth century  strides,  their  schools  were  away  back  behind  the  times, 
have  mended  their  ways  and  modernized.  And  the  influence  of  town- 
ship institutes  is  to  help  in  this  direction.  No  superintendent  or 
teacher  possessing  a  particle  of  vi)n  and  energy  is  likely  to  sit  in  alive 
township  institute  for  even  one  day  without  being  inspired  to  attempt 
better  ways  of  working.  Sufficient  equipment,  vigorous  manage- 
ment and  thorough  teaching  are  all  needed  to  make  the  up-to-date 
Sunday-school  go,  and  these  subjects  are  usually  enlarged  upon  in  the 
township  institute  work  throughout  the  state. 

I  believe  in  township  institutes  because  the  people  who  need  the 
work  are  reached  directly.  Busy  people  gladly  attend,  because,  as 
the  meetings  are  near  their  homes,  they  can  attend  without  too  great 
a  sacrifice.     In  many  parts  of  our  state,  during  the  institute  season. 
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the  highways  are  almost  impassable,  and  the  state  and  county  asso- 
ciations, in  order  to  help  Sunday-school  people,  have  to  send  Avorkers 
to  their  immediate  vicinity. 

Although  my  own  experience  in  conducting  township  institutes 
has  been  limited,  it  has  been  a  cause  for  thankfulness  to  note  the 
interest  taken  in  this  very  practical  line  of  work.  In  the  deepest 
snows  of  the  past  winter,  during  the  coldest  weather,  workers  came 
miles  to  attend  the  institutes,  and  usually  many  were  present 
promptly  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  attended  every  session. 
Many  kind  words  have  been  spoken;  many  workers  have  an  increased 
appreciation  of  the  worth  of  organized  Sunday-school  work;  and  many 
times  I  have  been  reminded  of  the  Great  Apostle  when  the  brethren 
came  to  meet  him  at  Appii  forum,  ''whom  when  Paulsaw^  he  thanked 
God,  and  took  courage.^' 

To  summarize,  township  institutes  command  the  attention  of 
careful  workers  by  presenting  approved  plans  for  Bible  study,  prin- 
ciples of  teaching,  and  new  methods  of  Sunday-school  management; 
they  have  the  attention  and  respect  of  the  communities  wherein  they 
are  held;  they  are  helping  to  place  our  organized  Sunday-school  work 
upon  a  higher  plane  of  usefulness;  they  come  directly  in  contact  with 
busy  workers;  and  finally,  frequently  as  a  result  of  townshiji  insti- 
tutes, definite  lines  of  work,  such  as  The  Home  Department,  The 
Loyal  Sunday-school  Army  plan, Normal  Class Work,and  other  progres- 
sive methods  are  adopted;  besides,  the  workers  are  inspired,  instructed 
and  encouraged. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  every  township  in  our  great 
state  should  have  toionship  institutes. 

The  conference  was  concluded  with  prayer  offered  by  T.  J. 
Bolger. 

At  nine  o'clock  Prof.  Excell  opened  the  regular  session  of  the 
convention  with  a  song  service. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Renwick. 
"I'll  go  with  Him  all  the  way,"  was  sung. 


HOW  TO  STUDY  THE  BIBLE. 

B.   F.    JACOBS. 

I  am  to  talk  about  studying  the  Bible.  Not  how  some  great  per- 
son may  study  it,  but  how  an  ordinary  teacher,  a  teacher  who  Avishes 
to  know  the  Book,  may  begin  to  study  it.  First  of  all,  study  the 
Bible  as  you  would  study  any  other  book.  I  find  it  helpful  when  I 
get  a  new  book  to  examine  the  table  of  contents,  to  get  in  mind  some- 
what of  the  general  plan  of  the  book.  This  is  especially  true  if  it  is 
an  important  book.  For  example  some  of  you  have  read  books  that 
have  been  written  to  help  us  to  understand  Shakespeare,  Dante  or 
Browning.  If  you  have  read  Longfellow's  notes  on  Dante,  you  must 
have  been  impressed  by  his  approach  to  the  study  of  that  book,  that 
he  might  understand  it,  and  be  able  to  communicate  to  others  the 


Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention.  139 

knowledge  he  acquired.  A  general  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the 
Bible  is  important,  and  there  are  but  few  who  have  taken  the  pains 
to  acquire  that  knowledge.  Some  persons  seem  to  be  diligent  in  the 
pursuit  of  ignorance  and  overlook  the  knowledge  that  is  near  at  hand. 
It  will  help  a  Sunday-school  teacher  to  know  a  few  things  about 
the  Bible. 

1.  The  writers  of  the  boohs.  Who  were  they?  What  do 
we  know  as  to  their  qualifications  for  their  work,  their  surround- 
ings and  circumstances?  It  is  not  every  one  who  can  name  the  five 
books  of  the  Pentateuch  in  regular  order;  some  would  be  in  doubt 
whether  Leviticus  or  Numbers  came  first.  When  we  take  the  sixty- 
six  pamphlets  that  are  put  together  in  one  cover  it  is  a  help  to  know 
who  were  called  of  God  to  write  them.  Now  you  need  not  spend  too 
much  time  upon  it,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  difficulties  of 
the  case;  don't  worry  about  the  Isaiah  Syndicate,  his  name  appears 
at  the  beginning  of  the  book.  Mr.  Moody  says,  ''When  you  meet  a 
difficulty,  look  it  in  the  face,  and  pass  on."  Do  not  spend  too  much 
time  at  the  "hill  difficulty,"  climb  over  it  or  pass  around  it;  go  on! 

2.  It  is  well  to  know  lohen  the  looks  were  writteti.  Not  every 
person  in  this  house  can  tell  just  what  time  the  prophecy  of  Zeph- 
aniah  was  written.  I  suppose  that  a  few  would  miss  if  I  should  ask 
you.  But  the  time  when  they  were  written  may  be  important  to  a 
right  understanding  of  the  book. 

3.  Find  out  to  tohom  they  were  addressed.  Many  read  the  books 
of  the  prophets,  as  if  they  were  all  addressed  to  the  same  people,  they 
do  not  distinguish  between  those  that  were  written  to  Judah  and 
those  written  to  Israel.  And  in  the  New  Testament,  many  do  not 
seem  to  know  that  the  Epistles  were  written  to  Christians, — they  are 
Jesus'  love  letters  to  his  Church.  It  is  helpful  to  know  the  general 
subject,  the  principal  theme  in  each  book,  whether  historical,  poetical 
or  prophetical.  There  are  also  some  special  things  worth  knowing. 
All  that  I  have  said  comes  under  the  first  head  or  division. 

In  the  second  place,  do  not  study  the  Bible  as  you  would  study  any 
other  book.  I  said  at  first,  study  it  as  you  would  study  other  books, 
but  now  I  ask  you  to  change.  Why  is  this?  If  you  are  persuaded 
that  the  Bible  differs  from  other  books  you  should  approach  the 
study  of  it  in  a  different  manner.  Dr.  Hurlbut  spoke  of  the  pyra- 
mids. I  agree  with  him  that  we  do  not  need  them  in  Illinois,  much 
as  we  would  prize  a  few  hills  about  Chicago.  But  I  do  not  believe 
that  one  o£  you  could  go  and  stand  before  the  great  pyramid  without 
a  feeling  of  awe.  Do  you  remember  how  Napoleon  inspired  his  sol- 
diers when,  pointing  to  it  he  said,  "From  yonder  height  forty  cen- 
turies look  down  upon  you."  What  had  that  to  do  with  his  army? 
It  had  much  to  do  with  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  man  or  woman, 
unless  blind,  can  enter  that  room  in  Dresden  and  stand  or  sit  before 
the  Sistine  Madonna,  and  not  experience  peculiar  feelings.  I  wished 
that  every  one  else  would  go  out  of  the  room  and  leave  me  with  it  for 
a  little  while,  and  in  memory  I  have  gone  back  there  again  and  again. 
As  we  come  to  the  study  of  the  Bible,  let  us  come  reverently.  God 
said  to  Moses  "Put  off  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet."  Why  ?  Because  it 
was  a  holy  place;  he  was  in  God's  pi-esence.  I  do  not  mean  that  we 
shall  come  superstitiously,   but  come   reverently.     You   remember 
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that  there  are  sixty-six  parts  that  we  call  books,  an(J  that  they  were 
written  by  many  men,  and  these  men  were  widely  separated  as  to 
time  and  place.  Now,  study  the  unity  of  the  Bible.  How  remark- 
able that  one  great  purpose  runs  through  it,  one  great  thought  from 
Genesis  to  the  llevelation,  like  the  Mississippi  River,  or  the  Amazon, 
fed  by  many  smaller  streams,  draining  a  continent,  yet  one  mighty 
current  going  to  the  sea.  As  an  illustration,  will  each  one  who  has 
a  Bible  please  take  between  the  thumb  and  finger  of  your  left  hand, 
the  first  leaf  of  the  book,  on  which  is  printed  the  first  and  second 
chapters  of  Genesis;  and  between  the  thumb  and  finger  of  your  right 
hand  the  last  leaf  of  the  book,  on  which  is  printed  the  twenty-first  and 
twenty-second  chapters  of  the  Revelation,  just  like  this,  (indicating). 
You  will  notice  that  in  the  beginning  God  and  man  are  together  and 
at  the  end  God  and  man  are  together;  all  the  rest  of  the  book  is 
taken  up  with  the  account  of  their  separation  by  sin  and  what  God 
has  done  to  bring  them  together  again.  If  you  have  a  Bible  that  can 
be  rolled  like  this  (indicating)  and  you  unite  the  first  leaf  and  the 
last  leaf  you  will  have  a  circle,  they  are  together;  it  is  like  the  pur- 
pose of  God  that  goes  with  the  ages.  You  can  see  the  unity  of  the 
Book,  and  God's  purpose  in  the  unity.  It  is  impossible  that  so  many 
writers  living  remote  from  each  other,  through  so  many  ages,  could 
have  written  this  Book  that  fits  together  like  a  mosaic  which  brings 
out  a  splendid  picture.  It  is  the  end  of  argument  as  far  as  that  is 
concerned,  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  question,  and  that  great  purpose  of 
God  seen  in  this  book  from  Genesis  to  Revelation  is  the  love  of  God 
and  the  salvation  of  men.  We  should  come  prayerfully  to  the  study 
of  the  Bible.  We  do  not  know  all;  i?  there  One  who  does  know? 
One  of  the  blessings  of  a  convention  like  this  is  that  we  meet  per- 
sons who  know  what  we  do  not  know.  There  is  no  greater  privilege 
than  to  help  some  one  who  needs  help.  Be  true,  this  is  the  supreme 
thing,  and  be  faithful.  Yesterday  a  lady  said  to  me,  ''I  have  a  class 
of  nine  boys,  what  can  I  do  for  them?"  She  has  something  the  boys 
do  not  possess  and  she  will  be  blessed  in  giving  to  them. 

Let  us  come  humbly  to  the  study  of  the  book.  Kings  kneel  when 
they  are  to  be  crowned.  Kneel  and  be  blessed.  I  stood  near  the 
stone  that  was  brought  from  Scotland  and  placed  beneath  the  chair 
where  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  England  are  crowned,  and  I  felt  as 
if  I  would  like  to  kneel  upon  that  stone,  not  to  receive  a  crown,  but 
to  think  of  those  who  had  there  been  crowned.  When  we  come  to 
the  Bible  let  us  think  of  those  who  have  knelt  here  and  been  crowned, 
as  if  the  light  from  heaven  had  encircled  their  heads  like  a  halo. 

Let  us  come  believingly.  What  shall  we  believe?  We  are  to  be- 
lieve that  God  has  given  us  this  Book,  and  there  is  something  in  it 
that  God  wishes  us  to  know.  I  once  knew  a  boy  who  said,  ''I  have 
been  disappointed  in  my  expectations,  and  I  always  expect  to  be." 
Now,  here  is  one  of  the  difiiculties.  You  may  come  to  God  with  a 
question,  but  you  should  not  come  to  God  with  a  doubt.  "He  that 
cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  He  is  and  that  He  is  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  diligently  seek  Him."  Here  in  God's  Book  are  photo- 
graphs of  the  men  who  did  come  to  Him  and  did  believe  on  Him. 
Do  you  think  that  God  will  tell  his  secrets  to  a  man  who  does  not  be- 
lieve  Him?     Oh,   no!     You  know   what  He  said   about  Abraham, 
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"Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  the  thing  I  do?"  As  if  He  had  said, 
''Abraham  believes  me  so  thoroughly  that  I  can  not  keep  this  secret 
from  him;  I  will  go  down  and  tell  him  what  I  am  about  to  do."  "The 
secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  Him;  He  will  show  them 
His  covenant."  We  must  come  to  the  Bible  that  we  may  know  God. 
There  is  no  other  book  in  the  universe  to  which  we  may  go  and  learn 
to  know  Him.  You  say  "There  is  the  book  of  nature."  I  admit  it. 
I  wish  every  one  of  our  teachers  would  study  the  book  of  nature 
and  the  Book  of  Revelation;  and  study  them  together  that  you  may 
know  how  to  teach  as  Jesus  did.  But  we  need  to  come  here,  that 
we  may  know  God,  and  may  know  His  will;  and  why  should  we 
know  His  will  unless  we  are  going  to  doit.  That  is  all  He  asks  of 
us.  "Why  call  ye  me  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the  things  that  I  say?" 
I  wish  that  I  had  obeyed  Him,  I  wish,  as  I  stand  here  this  morning, 
that  I  could  say  to  you  "I  have  done  the  will  of  God,  all  that  I  know 
to  be  His  will."     1  am  ashamed  that  I  cannot  say  it. 

When  you  come  to  know  His  will,  why  is  it,  unless  you  wish  to 
enter  His  service?  In  His  service  there  is  great  delight  and  reward; 
you  not  only  enter  His  service,  but  enjoy  His  fellowship.  I  wish  to 
ask  you  a  question  this  morning:  Do  you  really  believe  that  you  are 
sons  and  daughters  of  God  ?  Do  you  believe  that  He  is  your  Father,  and 
Jesus  Christ  is  your  Brother?  Do  you  really  believe  that  the  Son  of 
God  is  hungry  for  your  fellowship  and  for  your  love  and  that  God 
wants  you?  If  we  are  to  enjoy  His  fellowship  certainly  we  are  to  have 
His  i^resence,  and  we  are  going  to  be  with  Him  where  He  is.  You 
ask  "where  is  He?"  Well,  I  don't  care;  I  join  in  with  Excell's  hymn 
"Anywhere  with  Jesus."  You  ask  "Where  is  Heaven?"  It  is  where 
He  is.  "What  is  it?"  "It  is  what  He  is."  That  is  all  we  need  to 
know.  Leave  the  secrets  to  Him.  If  He  disappoints  you,  you  will 
be  the  first  person  that  was  ever  disappointed  who  enjoys  fellowship 
with  Him;  you  will  have  an  experience  that  will  be  unique. 

Study  the  separate  looks  of  the  Bible. 

(At  this  point  Mr.  Jacobs  began  to  ask  the  audience  questions,  re- 
ceiving collective  responses,  which  are  indicated  hereafter  by  "Q" 
and  "A.") 

Q.  Into  how  many  parts  is  the  Old  Testament  divided.  A.  Three 
parts. 

Q.  Please  name  the  three  parts.  A.  Historical,  Poetical  and 
Prophetical. 

Q.  Suppose  that  we  change  a  little,  and  divide  into  five  parts; 
what  will  we  call  the  first  part.     A.     The  Pentateuch. 

Q.     And  the  next  part?    A.     Historical. 

Q.     What  next?    A.     Poetical. 

Q.     And  the  next?    A.     Prophetical. 

Q.     And  the  next?     A.     Doctrinal. 

Q.  Ask  yourself  in  reference  to  each  of  these  divisions.  "What 
do  I  know  about  it?"  Ask  "What  do  I  know  about  the  history  or 
the  poetry?"  Into  how  many  parts  is  the  New  Testament  divided? 
A.     Three  parts. 

Q.     What  are  they?    A.     Historical,  Doctrinal,  Prophetical. 

Q.     What  do  we  know  about   the   Historical  part?     Some  of  us 
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know  so  ranch  abont  the  Doctrinal  parts  that  we  know  little  about 
the  rest.  I  remember  one  good  convention;  I  thought  every  one  was 
blessed,  but  a  man  got  me  one  side  and  asked  "What  is  your  opinion 
on  tliis  point  of  our  Baptist  belief,  I  understand  you  are  a  Baptist." 
I  replied,  "I  have  no  opinion;  see  me  the  fore  part  of  last  week  and 
we  will  talk  it  over!!"  Do  I  regard  it  unimportant?  Not  at  all.  I 
am  a  Baptist  because  I  believe  that  is  the  teaching  of  the  Bible;  but 
let  us  get  our  doctrine  into  its  right  place  and  leave  it  there.  On 
this  subject,  doctrine,  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  another  thing. 
"What  is  the  title  of  the  lesson  for  next  Sunday?"  A.  Watchful- 
ness. 

It  refers  to  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  and  there  is  ten  times  as  much 
said  about  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  New  Testament, 
as  there  is  about  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  together,  but  you 
wouldn't  think  that  the  subject  was  hardly  mentioned,  if  you  listened 
to  the  ordinary  talk  of  Christians.  It  is  estimated  that  one-seventh 
of  the  New  Testament  is  about  the  coming  of  the  Lord;  yet  I  will 
venture  to  say,  there  is  only  an  occasional  sermon  ^ireached  on  that 
subject.  Think  on  that  subject!  You  say  "I  don't  understand  it." 
You  do  not  need  to  understand  it.  My  Avife  does  not  understand 
exactly  when  I  will  be  home.  I  did  not  tell  her;  but  I  think  she  is 
looking  out  of  the  window  now,  and  will  know  my  footstep  when  I 
reach  the  stair,  and  she  will  not  think  a  thief  or  a  robber  has  entered 
the  house.  Suppose  we  study  Genesis  a  minute.  AVe  say  "Genesis 
isabookof  beginnings."  Everything  begins  there,  and  all  in  the 
first  and  second  chapters.  It  would  be  delightful  if  we  had  time  to  go 
over  them.  We  say  "That  is  creation."  What  is  the  second  book? 
A.     Exodus. 

Q.  That  is  the  book  of  going  out,  we  may  say  the  Book  of  Separ- 
ation. It  is  also  the  Book  of  Redemption.  What  is  the  third  book? 
A.     Leviticus. 

Q.  That  is  the  book  where  we  are  told  our  position,  our  place; 
or  you  can  call  it  the  Book  of  Service.  It  is  the  book  of  the  priest- 
hood. We  will  call  it  the  Book  of  Service.  We  are  created,  we  are 
redeemed,  and  we  are  going  to  work.  The  Book  of  Numbers  is  the 
fourth.  What  is  it?  I  said  something  to  a  lady  in  this  convention 
about  God's  care  for  her  and  she  said  "In  general."  Does  not  God 
know  you  particularly?  You  remember  he  said  to  Moses:  "Are  you 
sure  you  have  got  all  my  people  out  of  Egypt?"  "Yes."  "Go  and 
count  them,  I  want  every  one  of  them,  I  do  not  want  any  to  be  miss- 
ing; go  and  count  them  and  tell  me  how  many  there  are."  That 
book  is  Numbers;  that  is  the  book  of  reckoning,  that  is  the  walk 
through  the  wilderness,  and  we  are  now  walking  through  a  wilder- 
ness. You  know  what  they  had  in  the  wilderness  and  how  they  got 
it.     Where  did  the  bread  come  from?     A.     Heaven. 

Q.     How  often?    A.     Every  day. 

Q.  A  little  fellow  once  said,  "They  prayed  for  daily  bread  be- 
cause they  wanted  it  fresh."  A  sweeter  thing  than  that  came  from 
that  old  Saint  of  Scotland,  Andrew  Bonar,  who  said  "There  is  nothing 
like  getting  it  with  the  fragrance  of  the  Giver's  hand  upon  the  loaf." 
Then  there  is  Deuteronomy,  the  book  that  we  say  is  "the  Law  re- 
peated."   It  is  the  Book  of  Repetition,  the  book  of  Experience.     We 
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are  created,  redeemed,  put  into  service,  walk  through  the  wilderness 
and  there  we  get  our  experience.  There  is  a  great  difference  between 
having  been  in  the  war  and  hearing  some  one  tell  about  going  through 
the  war.     The  old  soldiers  here  know  that. 

Now  let  us  go  to  the  New  Testament;  why  was  the  life  of  Christ 
written  four  times  by  four  different  men?  A.  To  give  four  differ- 
ent views. 

That  is  right.  "We  have  to  go  all  around  a  thing  to  see  it  per- 
fectly. It  you  wish  to  see  a  mountain  you  will  need  to  go  on  every 
side.  I  remember  going  over  the  Eockies.  We  rode  all  day.  We 
saw  a  mountain  in  the  morning  away  yonder  and  thought  we  would 
lunch  at  that  mountain  at  noon,  but  when  we  pitched  our  tent  at 
night  we  seemed  about  as  far  off  as  in  the  morning.  Here  are  four 
views  of  Jesus  Christ,  each  inspired  of  God.  In  Matthew  we  find  a 
view  of  the  Messiah — King.  Mark's  view  is  The  Servant.  Luke's 
view  is  The  Man.  John's  view  is  The  Son  of  God,  who  came  down 
from  Heaven;  nothing  about  Bethlehem,  nothing  about  the  visit  of 
the  Wise  Men. 

I  wish  to  talk  to  you  about  daily  Bible  reading.  This  morning  in 
my  reading  I  had  a  little  book  "Daily  Light  on  Daily  Paths,"  com- 
piled by  the  sister  of  Mr.  Bagster,  one  of  the  publishers  of  the  Bag- 
ster  Bibles.  I  bought  the  book  in  1889.  I  wish  you  would  take 
your  Bibles  and  we  will  have  the  reading  that  I  enjoyed  this 
morning.  These  are  the  references:  Isaiah  61:10;  Psalm  34:1-3; 
84:11  and  12;  Psalm  103:1;  James  5:13;  Ephesians  5:18-20;  Colos- 
sians  3:16;  Acts  16:25;  Philippians  4:4.  (Certain  delegates  read 
the  above  reference  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Jacobs).  Isaiah  says  in  that 
first  references  "I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord."  Look  into  that  verse  a 
moment!  I  got  up  this  morning  tired  and  weary,  but  I  thanked 
God  for  that  reading.  The  second  reference  I  heard  Spurgeon  read 
one  day  "His  praise  shall  be  continually  in  my  mouth,"  and  he  said 
"0,  what  a  mouthful ! "  And  then  he  came  to  that  place  where  it  says 
"My  soul  shall  make  her  boast  in  the  Lord."  "The  humble  shall 
hear  thereof  and  be  glad."  Mr.  Spurgeon  said  "That  is  the  only 
kind  of  boasting  that  ever  made  humble  people  glad." 

Q.     What  is  the  first  thing  in  the  third  reference?     A.     Grace. 

Q.     What  is  the  last  thing.     A.     Glory. 

Q.  Grace  here.  Glory  by  and  by,  and  everything  you  need  in  be- 
tween. Think  of  that  for  a  minute!  Get  your  mouth  full  once;  do 
a  little  boasting  to  make  some  humble  person  glad.  I  will  not  stop 
at  the  next  verse,  but  pass  on  to  James  5,  13.  Are  you  in  trouble? 
Pray.  Are  you  out  of  trouble  ?  Sing.  The  next  reference  is 
Eph.  5:18-20.  That  is  "Do  not  be  intoxicated  with  wine,  but  be 
intoxicated  with  the  Spirit;"  this  is  a  literal  rendering  of  that  pas- 
sage. Colossians  3:16:  It  is  doubtful  if  anyone  ever  sang  to  the 
Lord  who  did  not  have  grace  in  his  heart.  Acts  16:25;  where  were 
Paul  and  Silas?     A.     In  prison. 

Q.     What  time?    A.     Midnight. 

Q.  Midnight  in  prison,  or  "Dark  darkness."  What  were  they 
doing?     A.     Singing. 

I  can  imagine  that  if  we  had  a  little  headache  or  toothache,  we 
could  make  the  whole  family  miserable;  wife  and  children  must  get 
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out  of  our   way.     But  Paul  and   Silas  were  in  prison  at   midnight, 
singing  songs,  and  the  rest  were  listening.     There  are  some  persons 
in  Illinois  who   have  never  heard   this  song;  suppose  you  sing  it  to 
them,  won't  you?     Have  you  ever  sung  it  to  anybody?     I  was  travel- 
ing one  time  in  Northern  Dakota.     There  were  but  few  of  us  in  the 
car.     We  heard   some  one  making  a  little  noise;  I  listened,   and  I 
heard  ''Rock  of  Ages,  Cleft  for  me,"  and  on  through  that  song  he 
went,   and   then  he  sang  "Am  I  a  soldier  of  the  Cross,"  and  "IIow 
Firm  a  Foundation."     Then  he  stopped,  and  pretty   soon  he  struck 
up  again,   and   whistled  songs  and  hymns.     Finally  he  came  to  me 
and  he  said,  "Look  here,  ain't  you  one  of  those  noon  prayer  meeting 
fellows  from  Chicago?"     Said  I,  "I  am."     Said  he  "I  have  seen  you 
with  Moody."     He  said    "Give   us  your  hand,  I  am  glad   to  see  a 
Christian."     The  conductor,  I  suppose,  thought  a  little  explanation 
was  needed,  and  he  says  "He   has  got  religion."     I  replied  "You 
need  to  spell  the  words  with  tremendous  emphasis,  'HE  HAS  GOT 
IT;'"  the  grace  was  in  his  heart.     Philippiaus  4:4,  "Rejoice  in  the 
Lord  always;  and  again  I  say,  Rejoice."     That  is  our  last  reference. 
A  good  way  to  study  a  hooh  is  to  name  the  chapters.     Take  the 
book  of  Matthew:     The  first  chapter  is.  The  Name  chapter,  here  we 
find    tlie  name   "Jesus."    2.      The    Wise    Men   chapter.     3.     The 
Baptism  cliapter.     4.     The  Temptation  chapter.     5.     The  Beatitude 
chapter.     6.     The   Lord's   Prayer    chapter.     7.     The    Ask,    Seek, 
Knock  chapter.     8.     The  Many  Miracles  chapter.     9.     The  Forgive- 
ness of  Sins  chapter.     10.     The  Twelve  Apostles  chapter.     11.     The 
Come  C7w^o  J/c  chapter.     12.     The  Z>msio?i  chapter — where  the  book 
divides.     13.     The  Seven  Parables  chapter.     14.     The  Death  of  the 
Baptist  chapter.     15.     The  Syropheiiician  chapter.     16.     The  Great 
Confession  chapter.     17.     The  Transfiguration  chapter.     18.     The 
Children's  chapter.     19.     The  Marriage  and  Divorce  chapter.     20. 
The  Vineyard  chapter.     21.     The  Triumphal  Entry  chapter.     22. 
The  Marriage  Slipper  chapter.     23.     The  Woe,  Woe,  chapter.     24. 
The  Prophetic  chapter.     25.     The  Ten  Virgins  and  the  Lord's  Com- 
ing chapter.     26.     The  Supper  and  the   Garden  chapter.     27.     The 
Crucifixion  chapter.     28.     The  Resurrection  chapter. 

Let  us  take  one  chapter  for  a  study.  The  Twelfth  of  Romans. 
Make  an  analysis  of  the  chapter,  remembering  that  the  subject  is 
Christian  Living.  Verse  1,  A  life  surrendered.  Verse  2,  A  trans- 
formed life.  Verse  3,  A  humble  life.  Verse  4,  A  life  shared  with 
others.  Verses  6-8,  A  life  of  service.  Verses  9-10,  A  life  of  love. 
Verses  12  and  15,  A  joyful  life.  Verses  14-19,  A  peaceful  life.  Ver- 
ses 20,  21,  A  victorious  life.  We  begin  with  Surrender,  but  we  end 
with  Victory. 

I  will  ask  our  beloved  brother.  Dr.  Harsha,  to  lead  ns  in  prayer. 
It  is  one  of  the  choice  features  of  this  convention  to  me,  to  see  our 
brother  with  us,  after  a  lapse  of  thirty-nine  years.  President  Farson, 
please  come  here  a  minute.  (Mr.  Farson  stands  beside  Mr.  Harsha.) 
Here  are  the  two  men  who  stand  to-day  for  1859  and  1898. 

Dr.  Harsha  offered  prayer. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Harsha:  Will  you  allow  me  to  make  a  single 
remark  ? 
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Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs:     Make  as  many  as  you  please. 

The  President  :  I  am  sure  it  will  be  a  great  pleasure  to  this 
convention  to  hear  from  Dr.  Harsha. 

Dr.  Harsha:  I  cannot  conceive  of  the  possibility  of  a  Sunday- 
school  Convention  in  Illinois  without  Brother  Jacobs  being  present. 
I  have  heard  much  in  this  convention  about  mantles,  in  allusion  to 
Elijah  and  Elisha,  but  I  will  tell  you,  brethren,  what  I  often  think 
of:  I  think  we  ought  to  pray  God,  if  He  takes  Brother  Jacobs  away 
from  this  great  state.  He  will  not  simply  allow  his  mantle  to  drop 
from  Heaven  upon  somebody,  for  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  no  should- 
ers broad  enough  or  good  enough  to  receive  it.  But  if  the  blessed 
Lord  will  let  Brother  Jacobs  come  back  once  a  year,  and  spend  three 
days  with  us  in  carrying  on  this  good  work,  even  after  he  has  gone  to 
glory,  I  should  think  that  would  be  one  of  the  richest  blessings  we 
could  have.  Now,  my  mind  has  been  going  forward  in  this  conven- 
tion to  the  time  when  Brother  Jacobs  shall  be  over  on  the  other  side, 
and  do  you  know  what  I  think  he  will  be  doing  there?  He  will  not  be 
wandering  from  star  to  star  to  see  the  beauties  and  glories  of  the 
universe  of  God;  that  won^t  be  his  business;  but  he  will  be  standing 
near  the  gate  to  welcome  the  children  as  they  come  in  by  millions  from 
the  state  of  Illinois,  from  all  over  this  country,  and  from  all  over  the 
world.  I  think  I  can  see  the  glory  upon  his  face  and  the  rapture 
that  will  be  in  his  eyes  on  that  day  as  the  millions  of  children,  saved 
through  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  come  up  to  the  house 
above,  and  pass  in  to  the  joy  and  glory  of  the  Lord.  Brother  Jacobs, 
I  want  to  be  there  with  you,  I  want  to  stand  by  you  in  that  day.  May 
the  Lord  bless  you  and  bless  this  convention. 

''Beautiful  lamp,  shine  on  my  way,"  was  sung. 

The  President:  We  will  now  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Executive  Committee's  Eeport. 

EEPOKT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE'S 

REPOET. 

K.    H.    GRIFFITH. 

Mr.  Chairman:  Before  I  read  this  report,  I  think  it  is  proper 
for  me  to  say  the  words  I  am  about  to  speak.  Night  before  last  we 
had  a  memorial  service  that  touched  the  hearts  of  all,  especially  those 
who,  like  myself,  had  been  so  many  years  in  this  work.  That  mem- 
orial service  was  delightful,  but  I  think  we  should  remember  that  our 
heroes  are  not  all  dead;  that  there  is  living  among  us  one  whose  life 
has  been  spared  to  us,  the  author  of  this  report  that  has  been  placed 
in  our  hands,  that  has  stirred  everyone  in  this  convention.  I  envy 
the  man  whose  heart  and  brain  have  been  able  to  bring  before  us  such 
a  report  as  this.  I  do  not  like  to  speak  good  words  only  after  the 
death  of  those  whom  I  would  commend;  and  I  think  that  we  should 
here,  this  morning,  show  to  our  beloved  Brother  Jacobs  something  of 
the  love  and  appreciation  that  we  entertain;  and  I  propose  now  that 
all  who  feel  as  I  feel,  and  as  I  am  sure  you  do,  give  to  our  dear  Brother 
Jacobs,  the  Chautauqua  Salute. 
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The  President:    Please  rise. 

(The  Convention  arose  en  masse,  and  the  air  was  filled  with  sin- 
cere expressions  of  love,  wafted  toward  Mr.  Jacobs  by  a  multitude  of 
hands.) 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the 
paper  submitted  to  them,  and  now  ask  the  convention  to  adopt  the 
following  recommendations: 

We  congratulate  this  Association  on  the  great  work  that  has  been 
accomplished  in  this  state  during  the  year  that  has  just  passed,  and 
we  recognize  the  priceless  value  of  the  services  of  those  who  have 
acted  as  the  ministers  of  the  Convention  and  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  advancing  the  Sunday-school  interests  of  the  state  of 
Illinois. 

To  the  General  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  B.  Jacobs,  Illinois  owes  a  debt 
of  gratitude  that  words  cannot  express  nor  money  pay.  Deprived  as 
we  are  of  his  presence  and  services  here  in  the  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, our  hearts  go  forth  to  him  in  sympathy  and  love,  and  we  trust 
his  health  may  speedily  be  restored,  so  that  he  may  continue  in  his 
labors  among  us.  We  testify  to  the  unwearied  and  faithful  services 
rendered  by  his  Assistant  Secretaries,  Miss  Mary  1.  Bragg  and  Mrs. 
Edith  Burnham,  and  trust  nothing  may  prevent  their  continuing  in 
this  work  for  many  years  to  come. 

No  words  can  express  too  strongly  our  high  appreciation  of  the 
labors  of  our  dear  brethren  W.  C.  Pearce  and  G.  W.  Miller,  as  they 
have  gone  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  state  strengthening 
the  weak,  encouraging  the  wavering,  and  pushing  all  departments  of 
our  work  to  a  higher  and  broader  plane. 

We  rejoice  that  to  their  number  has  been  added  our  brothers  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Schenck  and  Mr.  Arthur  T.  Arnold,  who  as  Sunday-school 
missionaries  have  proved  an  invaluable  help,  and  have  shown  them- 
selves gallant  co-workers  in  our  great  Sunday-school  Army. 

We  congratulate  the  convention  on  the  great  advance  in  Primary 
work  that  has  resulted  in  our  state  during  the  past  year,  due  largely 
to  the  faithfulness  and  ability  of  our  Primary  Superintendent  Mrs. 
M.  S.  Lamoreaux  and  her  valued  assistants.  We  recommend  that 
she  be  encouraged  to  extend  her  work  as  far  and  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  we  trust  that  it  will  not  be  long  till  a  Primary  Union  shall  be 
organized  in  every  considerable  city  and  at  least  one  in  every  county 
in  the  state. 

This  state  of  Illinois  owes  a  great  debt  to  our  deceased  brother, 
William  Reynolds,  and  we  rejoice  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  pay  a 
small  portion  of  the  financial  part  of  this  debt  to  his  accomplished 
wife,  who  was  his  helper  in  the  great  work  he  did  for  our  state  during 
a  life  time  of  labor.  We  endorse  and  approve  the  recommendation 
that  our  treasurer  be  instructed  to  pay  to  Mrs.  Reynolds,  semi-an- 
nually such  amount  as  shall  be  necessary  to  make  up  the  interest  on 
twenty-four  hundred  dollars  pledged  to  her  by  the  State  Executive 
Committee  until  the  full  amount  of  twenty-four  hundred  dollars  shall 
be  made  up  by  subscriptions  from  citizens  of  our  state. 

We  urge  our  Sunday-schools  to  take  hold  of  the  work  in  behalf  of 
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onr  soldiers  and  sailors  as  outlined  by  committees  appointed  in  Chi- 
cago and  other  cities  of  our  country. 

In  testifying  to  the  great  worth  and  the  great  loss  we  have  sus- 
tained in  the  deaths  during  the  past  year,  of  our  brethren  Tyng, 
Keynolds,  Gorin,  Kidgway  and  Buck,  we  are  glad  that  our  records 
will  show  how  deeply  we  feel  the  emptiness  of  "Rest  Cottage"  on  the 
beautiful  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  how  the  world,  our  country 
and  our  state  have  been  made  poorer  by  the  translation  of  our  beloved 
co-worker,  Frances  E.  Willard,  to  the  Heavenly  Rest.  Her  dying 
words,  "How  beautiful  to  be  with  God,"  will  go  down  the  ages  with 
other  last  words  of  other  grand  heroes  and  heroines  who  have  slept  in 
Jesus. 

We  urge  the  Executive  Committee  to  follow  out  the  suggestions 
of  Mrs.  Lamoreaux  as  embodied  in  the  Executive  Committee's  Report, 
so  far  as  the  means  at  their  command  will  enable  them  to  do  so. 

We  approve  the  appropriation  of  $350  to  the  cost  of  the  Summer 
School  for  Primary  Workers  to  be  held  in  Chicago  during  the  Sum- 
mer, and  also  125  to  cover  past  arrearages. 

We  repeat  the  recommendation  of  last  year  that  our  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  employ  a  stenographer  for  such  portion  of  the  time  as 
he  may  deem  necessary. 

Tho  convention  hopes  that  as  much  of  Rev.  H.  M.  Hamill's  time 
as  can  possibly  be  secured  from  the  International  Field,  in  which  he 
is  of  necessity  largely  engaged,  be  devoted  to  normal  work  among  us, 
and  we  assure  our  dear  brother,  that  it  is  only  because  of  the  pre- 
ciousness  of  his  services  elsewhere,  that  we  are  willing  to  yield  onr 
wishes  for  more  of  his  time  in  a  work  that  has  grown  so  greatly  under 
his  hands,  and  proved  of  so  great  value  in  our  state. 

We  cannot  too  heartily  commend  the  extension  and  further  devel- 
opment of  the  Home  Department  in  our  schools  and  state.  Its  value 
cannot  be  overestimated.  We  suggest  that  our  brother,  G.  W. 
Miller,  be  instructed  to  devote  such  part  of  his  time  as  may  seem  wise, 
to  correspondence  and  personal  efforts  for  increasing  the  number  and 
usefulness  of  the  Home  Departments. 

The  representatives  of  this  state  in  the  next  International  Con- 
vention, at  Atlanta,  are  hereby  authorized  to  pledge  $1,500  in  behalf 
of  the  state  of  Illinois,  for  the  International  Work,  annually  for  the 
next  three  years. 

The  hearts  of  the  Sunday-school  workers  of  Illinois  will  follow 
our  brethren  who  will  go  to  the  World's  Sunday-school  Convention, 
in  London,  during  the  next  Summer,  and  especially  will  we  follow 
with  our  sympathies  and  prayers  our  dear  brother  Ikehara,  who  has 
cheered  and  delighted  us  in  this  convention,  and  from  London  will 
go  to  carry  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  his  countrymen  in  Japan.  May 
the  God  of  all  grace  abundantly  bless  and  prosper  him  in  his  labor  of 
love. 

Brethren  of  the  convention,  another  year  has  passed.  Illinois  has 
long  occupied  the  front  rank  in  the  galaxy  of  the  states,  in  this  Sun- 
day-school work,  but  other  states  of  this  glorious  Union  have 
pressed  forward,  and  some  have  already  forged  ahead  of  us  in  the  race. 
Shall  not  Illinois  gird  herself  afresh,  and  press  upward  and  onward 
to  higher  achievements,  to  greater  consecration  in  the  work,  to  more 
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thorough  study  and  better  teaching  with  a  faith  that  will  take  no 
denial,  pleading  for  the  salvation  of  the  children,  extending  our  work 
in  every  direction  through  every  corner,  giving  liberally  as  the  Lord 
hath  prospered  us,  and  opening  our  mouths  wide  so  that  the  Lord  may 
fill  them.  Then  shall  those  of  us  who  remain  when  another  year 
shall  have  passed  away,  come  together  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing 
our  sheaves  with  us,  testifying  to  the  faithfulness  of  God,  and  prais- 
ing His  name  for  the  wonderful  works  he  has  done  among  us. 

R.  IL  Griffith, 
Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President:  Mr.  West  cannot  serve  on  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  owing  to  other  business.  I  will  appoint  Mr.  Quayle  of 
Chicago  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Griffith:  I  move  that  the  appointment  of  delegates  to 
the  International  and  World's  Sunday-school  Conventions  be  left  to 
the  Executive  Committee.     Motion  adopted. 

After  brief  intermission  the  Normal  Graduating  Exercises  were 
announced  as  the  next  item  on  the  progam. 


NORMAL   CLASS    GRADUATING   EXERCISES. 
Prof.  H.  M.  Hamill,  Supt. 
class  officers. 
President— Rev.  Chas.  A.  Taylor,  Winchester. 
Secretary — J.  A.  Bickerdike,  Millersville. 
Treasurer — Misa  Deborah  Cummins,  Aledo. 
Chaplain — Rev.  J.  Everett  Young,  Piper  City. 

The  officers  of  the  class  of  '98  and  the  officers  of  the  Alumni  As- 
sociation were  seated  on  the  platform. 

Normal  Graduating  Program. 

Organ  Prelude. 

Prayer  by  Chaplain. 
Opening  Hymn. 

Scripture  Reading. 

Solo— ''The  Holy  City"— Miss  Emily  C.  Waste. 
The  Class  of  '98— by  Secretary. 

Address  to  Graduates — Dr.  Jesse  L.  Hurlbut. 
Recognition  of  Class — Prof.  H.  M.  Hamill. 
Benediction. 

Prof.  Hamill  :  Oiir  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  Everett  Young,  having 
been  detained  at  home,  I  have  substituted  in  his  place,  one  of  the 
graduates  of  former  years.  Rev.  G.  B.  Safford,  of  Onarga.  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  this  convention,  the  class  officers,  and 
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in  committing  to  the  president  of  the  class,  the  program  of  this 
morning  hour. 

Rev.  Charles  A.  Taylor,  the  Class  President,  took  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  G.  B.  Safford,  who  then  read  the 
12th  Chapter  of  First  Corinthians.  Miss  Emily  C.  Waste  sang 
"Holy  City."     The  class  secretary  read 


RECORD  OF  CLASS  OF  '98. 

J.   A.   BICKBRDIKE. 

The  class  of  '98  has  kept  well  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years, 
both  in  numbers  and  quality  of  work  done.  Fully  one  hundred  local 
classes  have  been  organized,  though  not  all  of  these  have  made  the 
complete  report  of  students.  Some  leaders  of  classes  persist  in  hold- 
ing back  the  reports  until  near  to  graduation,  and  others  have  failed 
through  sheer  neglect  to  report  at  all.  A  safe  estimate  of  the  actual 
enrollment  in  classes  places  it  at  2,000  students  within  bounds  of  the 
Association.  Several  classes  have  been  holding  their  final  examina- 
tions the  past  week,  but  have  not  sent  in  their  graduating  names  and 
papers  in  time  to  be  included  in  the  program  list  of  graduates. 
These,  however,  belong  properly  to  the  class  of  '98,  and  will  be  so 
credited  in  the  report  of  the  convention  of  this  year.  The  names  of 
graduates  appearing  upon  the  program  is  225,  all  of  whom  have  re- 
ceived their  diplomas  at  their  homes.  It  has  not  been  thought  best 
to  award  these  diplomas  at  the  state  convention,  because  of  the  im- 
practicability of  getting  together  so  large  a  number  of  graduates  at 
one  time  and  place,  as  many  of  these  are  young  people  who  are 
hindered  from  attending. 

Not  more  than  twenty-five  post  graduate  students  are  on  the 
Normal  roll,  this  feature  of  the  work  having  made  slow  advance  since 
its  adoption  at  Champaign  two  years  ago. 

The  total  number  of  graduates  to  date  is  1800,  constituting  the 
Illinois  Alumni  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  When  it  is  recalled  how 
crudely  the  Normal  movement  began  eight  years  ago  in  our  state, 
as  the  pioneer  in  this  respect,  and  how  many  difficulties  attended  its 
inauguration,  there  is  much  reason  for  gratitude  to  God  and  pride 
over  this  fine  summary  of  the  work  achieved. 

Some  of  the  incidents  of  the  year's  work  will  not  be  without  in- 
terest to  the  convention.  Twelve  of  the  classes  of  '98  were  organ- 
ized and  conducted  by  pastors  of  churches.  Some  of  these  appear 
the  second  year  as  class  leaders.  Of  the  pastors  in  the  state  who 
have  labored  in  this  respect.  Rev.  H.  Moser,  of  Geneseo,  has  per- 
haps excelled  all  in  the  number  of  classes  organized  and  students 
graduated.  His  present  year's  class,  now  nearing  graduation,  is  the 
largest  class  of  '98,  having  a  membership  of  seventy.  Dr.  C.  C. 
Miller,  of  Marengo,  is  another  veteran  organizer,  though  not  a  pastor, 
except  in  appearance  and  manner.  One  class  was  conducted  by  the 
superintendent  of  public  schools  in  one  of  our  larger  cities.  He  was 
until  recently  assistant  state  superintendent  of  schools.    Three  classes 
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were  organized  within  colleges  among  the  students,  and  were  con- 
ducted by  their  professors.  Three  classes  come  from  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association. 

At  Lake  View  (Chicago,)  in  the  Swedish  Baptist  Sunday-school, 
is  a  class  of  twenty-four  Swedes  studying  for  diplomas.  Some  speak 
English,  most  do  not.  The  leader  translates  the  course  into  the 
Swedish  tongue,  and  the  work  is  thus  slowly  but  surely  done. 

At  Catlin,  Mrs.  Boggess  conducts  a  class  made  up  entirely  of  Sun- 
day-school teachers,  now  regularly  teaching,  but  doing  the  Normal 
work  in  addition.  In  many  teachers'  meetings  the  Normal  course  is 
regularly  taken  in  connection  with  the  International  lessons. 

In  DeKalb  is  perhaps  our  youngest  class.  Little  Miss  Edna 
Mosher,  herself  a  graduate  though  only  thirteen  years  old,  has  clus- 
tered about  her  a  class  of  seven  composed  of  her  classmates  at  school. 
They  take  a  part  of  the  noon  recess  three  times  a  week  for  study  and 
recitation. 

In  strong  contrast  it  might  be  added  that  a  full  course  diploma 
was  awarded  during  the  year  to  Mrs.  C.  W.  Huff,  of  Woodstock,  who 
is  about  seventy-five  years  of  age. . 

Mrs.  George  Muire  of  Bourbon  has  a  class  ranging  from  nine  to 
thirteen  years,  which  meets  forty-five  minutes  before  the  Sunday-school 
hour  for  study,  and  such  is  the  interest  manifested  that  no  matter 
how  stormy  the  day  the  leader  can  always  count  on  every  member 
being  present  and  on  time,  which  is  a  fine  example  to  older  students. 

At  Illinois  College,  Jacksonville,  the  oldest  institution  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  and  the  equal  of  the  best  in  fine  work,  the 
Normal  class  has  become  a  part  of  the  nurriculum,  and  every  year  un- 
der the  encouraging  words  of  President  Bradley  a  number  of  young 
men  enter  upon  our  state  course.  Three  annual  classes  of  graduates 
have  thus  gone  forth. 

Of  the  cities  and  towns  named  in  the  program  whence  the  grad- 
uates of  the  year  have  come,  it  is  worth  noting  that  some  of  these 
began  and  for  years  have  continued  to  be  live  centers  of  the  Normal 
movement.  Among  those  deserving  special  mention  are  Marengo, 
Millersville,  Albion,  Sterling,  Walshville,  Jacksonville,  Tower  Hill. 
Sterling,  where  the  movement  took  deepest  root  in  the  beginning, 
easily  leads  the  van  of  Illinois  cities  in  the  number  of  its  classes  and 
graduates. 

ADDRESS  TO  GRADUATES. 

BEV.    J.    L.    HURLBUT,   D.    D. 

Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  class  of  '98:  I  address  you  to- 
day on  what  might  be  called  a  '-Commencement"  occasion,  It  is  not 
an  ending,  but  a  beginning.  I  should  not  feel  like  speaking  to  you 
if  I  supposed  this  was  to  be  the  close  of  your  career  as  Sunday- 
school  teachers.  I  trust  it  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  epoch,  a  new 
era  in  your  lives  of  better  teaching,  of  more  thorough  consecration, 
of  greater  devotion  to  the  work  to  which  the  Lord  has  called  you. 

No  department  of  Christian  activity,  demands  as  much  as  the 
Sunday-school  work,  and  no  department  obtains  its  workers  so  easily. 
It  is  a  wonderful  thing  that  we  should  have  throughout  our  land,  a 
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million  people  toiling  without  compensation;  these  unpaid,  voluntary 
workers  in  the  Sunday-school,  who  freely  give  their  service  in  this 
cause;  yet  they  have  their  reward,  and  I  think  it  well  in  the  few 
minutes  I  have  to  speak  this  morning,  to  call  your  attention  to  some 
things  which  the  Sunday-school  teacher  gains  by  teaching.  I  am 
fully  aware  that  no  teacher  engages  in  this  work  for  the  sake  of  re- 
ward; it  is  not  the  gain  that  calls  you  forth,  and  yet  it  is  well  to  con- 
sider what  some  of  these  rewards  are. 

It  may  strike  you  as  a  little  strange,  but  the  first  I  will  name  of 
the  benefits  that  come  to  the  Sunday-school  teacher  is  that  of  Rec- 
reation. It  may  seem  to  you  that  it  is  not  recreation  to  teach  a 
Sunday-school  class,  but  the  hardest  kind  of  work.  I  know  a  good 
many  people  who  say  the  day  of  the  week  that  costs  them  the  great- 
est effort  and  heaviest  strain  of  mind,  nerve  and  body  is  Sunday,  and 
that  they  go  to  bed  Sunday  night  fairly  tired  out.  Do  you  not  know 
that  this  is  one  of  the  greatest  benefits?  We  are  all  very  busy,  and 
too  busy  through  the  week  much  of  our  time,  and  we  expend  much 
of  our  energy  on  the  regular  things  of  life.  A  business  man  puts  all 
his  power  and  all  his  thought  upon  his  business.  A  woman  finds  that 
the  household  care  is  a  wheel  that  is  always  going  around,  and  she 
never  can  quite  catch  up  to  it.  Every  blessed  Monday  of  her  life  is 
just  like  every  other  Monday;  so  is  Tuesday;  and  Thursday  has  its 
regular  rounds  of  duties,  and  the  week  goes  by  with  the  monotony  of 
a  tread-mill.  Bless  the  Lord  then  for  one  day  which  stops  the  ordi- 
nary wheels,  and  sets  another  wheel  in  operation.  For  many  a  house 
wife  and  many  a  tired  business  man  finds  in  some  strange  way,  that 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  went  to  bed  Sunday  night  more  tired 
than  on  any  other  day  in  the  week,  he  wakes  up  on  Monday  morn- 
ing fresher  than  on  any  other  day,  and  the  reason  is  he  has  called 
into  ojjeration  an  entirely  different  portion  of  brain  matter.  He 
has  been  working  in  an  entirely  different  world,  and  he  comes 
back  from  that  loftier  level  where  he  has  spent  a  few  hours,  and  is 
better  prej^ared  to  take  up  life's  burdens;  so  I  count  that  not  the 
least  of  the  benefits  of  teaching  in  the  Sunday-school. 

The  next  one  comes  in  the  way  of  contact  with  young  people.  Oar 
great  need  is  to  keep  young,  or  as  young  as  possible,  and  there  is  only 
one  way  to  do  it;  that  is  to  be  in  constant  relation  with  young  people. 
Those  who  are  always  with  young  people,  gain  a  youthfulness  of 
spirit.  Long,  long  ago  there  was  a  man  who  sought  for  the  Fountain 
of  Youth,  some  spring  into  which  an  old  man  could  plunge  and  rise 
up  young.  Well,  I  sometimes  think  if  Sunday-schools  had  been 
started  in  his  time,  and  Ponce  de  Leon  had  taken  a  good  live  class  of 
young  people,  he  would  have  found  out  how  to  keep  young,  for  there 
is  something  in  this  contact  with  youth,  which  brings  the  hearts  of 
the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  leads  the  hearts  of  the  children  to 
the  fathers,  and  knits  the  hearts  of  the  two  together.  Youth  needs 
the  steadiness  which  comes  from  association  with  age,  and  age  needs 
the  enthusiasm  and  optimism  that  come  from  association  with  youth. 
I  was  once  in  the  office  of  a  man  who  had  charge  of  a  very  large  busi- 
ness in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  he  spoke  of  his  Sunday-school 
class.  I  said  to  him,  ''Do  you  teach  a  class  in  a  Sunday-school?" 
"Yes,"  he  said,  "I  couldn't  do  without  it;  I  began  to  realize  some 
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time  ago  that  I  was  getting  old;  I  looked  into  the  mirror  and  said  to 
myself,  'I  am  beginning  to  get  old,  I  must  do  something,' "and,  said 
he,  "I  walked  straight  around  the  corner  to  where  the  superintendent 
of  our  Sunday-school  lives,  and  I  said  to  him,  'Here  is  an  old  fellow 
that  wants  to  be  young;  have  you  a  class  of  young  people  which  you 
can  give  me  to  teach?' "  and  he  added,  "I  was  given  a  class  of  girls 
about  five  years  old;  I  began  by  inviting  them  around  to  supper,  and 
I  found  myself  growing  young  as  I  came  in  contact  with  my  girls  in 
the  Sunday-school  class;  I  find  the  influence  of  their  youth  and 
energy  re-acting  upon  me  and  making  me  young  too."  If  you  know 
of  any  old  peoi)le  in  your  community  who  never  go  to  Sunday-school 
conventions,  you  get  them  to  take  a  Sunday-school  class,  and  they 
will  find  it  a  wonderful  benefit. 

Another  great  reward  that  comes,  is  the  self  development  from 
activity  in  meeting  difficulties.  How  can  people  get  strong?  By 
exercise;  and  that  is  the  only  way  to  get  strong.  You  can  never  in- 
crease your  strength  by  sitting  still,  nor  by  putting  a  glass  globe  over 
you  and  letting  the  sun  shine  on  you.  You  must  stand  out  in  the 
world,  and  battle  with  some  of  its  difficulties.  You  must  face  life's 
adversities,  you  must  have  some  experiences  that  will  call  you  out  if 
you  want  to  be  strong;  and  there  is  a  unique  strength  that  comes 
from  exercise.  I  don't  know  of  anything  which  will  better  develop 
the  different  sides  of  a  man's  being,  than  to  put  him  in  charge  of  a 
class  of  average  boys  or  girls  about  fourteen  years  old. 

Now  I  want  to  say  something  to  encourage  you.  Maybe  your 
class  is  the  hardest  one  in  the  school  to  deal  with;  you  may  feel  that 
you  have  a  heavier  burden  than  anybody  else;  there  is  a  boy  in  your 
class  who  gives  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble;  or  perhaps  you  have  a 
girl  who  torments  and  tantalizes  you,  I  say  to  you,  be  thajikfid  for 
it,  for  the  harder  your  class  is  to  deal  with,  the  greater  is  the  benefit 
that  comes  by  its  reflex  influence  back  to  you  from  the  very  exercise 
required  in  meeting  these  difficulties.  Strength  of  Christian  charac- 
ter is  imparted  from  facing  difficulties  in  Sunday-school  classes. 
There  used  to  be  a  machine  to  take  exercise  on,  called  the  Health 
Lift.  It  is  not  quite  as  popular  as  it  used  to  be,  but  as  I  remember 
it,  you  sat  down  and  pushed  with  you  feet  and  took  hold  with  your 
hands,  and  the  peculiarity  of  it  was,  as  was  chumed,  that  all  the  mus- 
cles, or  most  of  them  were  exercised  at  once,  so  that  two  or  three 
minutes  with  the  health  lift,  was  as  good  as  two  or  three  hours  with 
any  other  kind  of  exercise.  I  am  sometimes  inclined  to  think  one 
reason  why  health  lifts  are  not  needed  any  more,  is  that  we  have  such 
a  multitude  of  Sunday-school  teachers  at  the  present  time  who  have 
good  exercise. 

Another  benefit  that  comes  as  a  reflex  influence  to  the  Sunday- 
school  teacher  is  from  the  Book  he  teaches.  Not  only  does  he  come 
in  contact  with  youth,  not  only  does  he  gain  strength  by  wrestling 
with  adversity  and  difficulty,  but  he  gets  a  great  blessing  from  the 
fact  that  he  is  a  student  and  teacher  of  the  living  Word.  He  gets 
the  benefit  of  the  knowledge  he  tries  to  impart  to  someone  else.  I 
believe  we  don't  know  anything  until  Ave  have  told  some  one  else  what 
we  know.  There  is  a  clearness  of  understanding  about  truth  we  have 
imparted  or  attempted  to  impart,  even  to  somebody  that  didn't  care 
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whether  he  learned  it  or  not.  We,  who  are  getting  past  the  fifties, 
can  remember  one  great  orator,  Wendell  Phillips,  whom  yon  younger 
people  never  heard.  The  memory  of  that  golden  tongue  will  linger 
with  us  as  the  greatest  privilege  in  oratory  that  ever  was  afforded  to 
Americans.  Someone  asked  Wendell  Phillips  once  how  he  learned 
to  be  an  orator.  He  said  that  he  learned  it  in  the  school  houses  of 
Massachusetts,  making  abolition  speeches  to  hard-headed  farmers  who 
had  made  up  their  minds  before  he  began  that  they  would  not  believe 
one  word  he  said.  It  made  no  difference  whether  they  wanted  to 
believe  what  he  said  or  not,  they  might  knit  their  brows  at  the  open- 
ing, but  by  the  time  he  had  gotten  one-third  of  the  way  through,  they 
were  ready  and  enthsiastic  in  their  applause,  and  they  believed  every 
word  that  he  said.  I  sat  one  night  and  heard  him  abuse  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  while  I  did  not  believe  one  word  of  it,  I  was  just  as  wild 
in  my  enthusiasm  at  the  close  of  that  address  as  everybody  else  was. 
He  captured  us  all.  It  was  just  that  process  that  made  him  an 
orator.  Now  you  are  studying  the  Bible,  and  there  is  one  person  in 
every  Sunday-school  class  who  must  study  the  lessons,  that  is  the 
teacher,  Aftci  having  taught  it,  there  is  one  person  who  goes  home 
from  his  Sunday-school  class  with  that  lesson  learned  as  no  one  else 
has  learned  it,  and  that  is  the  teacher  of  the  class.  You  are  piling 
up  a  knowledge  of  the  Word  of  God  that  comes  only  to  those  who 
impart  that  Word  to  others,  and  this  is  one  of  the  great  gains  which 
the  teacher  derives  from  teaching. 

I  have  one  other  benefit  to  mention  among  the  many  that  could 
be  told,  and  I  mention  it  particularly  because  it  is  one  that  is  very 
apt  to  be  forgotten.  I  count  it  pne  of  the  most  precious  rewards  that 
come  to  the  Sunday-school  teacher.  It  is  the  love  of  his  scholars. 
Love  is  the  most  precious  thing  in  this  world.  To  be  remembered  in 
affection,  to  have  anybody  feel  that  life  is  a  little  brighter,  and  that 
he  is  a  little  better  because  you  have  entered  into  that  life,  that  is  a 
great  reward.  Every  faithful  Sunday  school  teacher  gets  that  reward. 
Your  scholars  know  that  yon  are  teaching,  not  because  you  are  paid 
for  it,  not  because  the  superintendent  hires  you  at  so  much  a  year  to 
teach  the  Sunday-school  class — these  boys  may  do  what  they  can  to 
make  life  a  burden  to  you  while  you  are  in  the  class,  but  everyone  of 
them  holds  you  in  high  regard,  for  he  knows  you  are  teaching  that 
class  because  you  have  an  interest  in  them,  and  that  you  are  trying  to 
do  them  good;  and  they  know  it  and  feel  it,  and  recognize  it  in  their 
hearts.  Little  children  manifest  their  affection,  and  I  have  often 
thought  that  was  one  reason  for  the  enthusiasm  of  our  primary  teach- 
ers. When  a  boy  gets  to  be  twelve  years  old,  if  he  thinks  his  teacher 
has  the  least  lingering  suspicion  that  he  likes  her,  he  is  willing  to 
divest  her  of  that  impression  if  he  possibly  can.  He  knows  he  thinks 
a  good  deal  of  that  teacher,  but  he  would  not  for  the  world  let  her 
find  it  out;  so  the  older  scholars  do  not  often  manifest  their  regard  for 
their  teacher,  though  they  feel  it  just  the  same,  and  there  is  more 
than  one  man  who  looks  back  to-day  with  loving  gratitude  to  the  in- 
terest the  teacher  took  in  him  when  he  was  young.  I  was  talking  a 
few  months  ago  at  a  place  where  a  lady  had  for  a  number  of  years  a 
class  of  young  men  from  sixteen  to  twenty  years  of  age.  She  had 
'■'open  house"  for  those  young  men  every  Friday  night.     That  even- 
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ing  she  was  always  at  home,  and  her  class  was  with  her.  The  boys 
were  allowed  to  do  whatever  they  chose,  but  they  had  to  go  home  at 
ten  o'clock,  and  one  night  they  turned  back  her  clock  one  hour,  and 
staid  an  hour  later  that  night.  She  told  me  that  scarcely  a  month 
passes  but  she  gets  a  letter  from  some  man  in  some  distant  place  to 
remind  her  of  the  days  when  he  was  in  her  Sunday-school  class.  One 
day  when  I  was  superintendent,  as  I  was  entering  my  school,  one 
of  the  best  teachers  I  had  came  to  me  and  said,  "I  w^ant  to  speak  to 
you  a  few  minutes;  I  want  you  to  do  something  for  me  to-day."  Said 
I,  ''What  is  it."  Said  she,  "I  hate  to  speak  about  it,  because  I  have 
mentioned  it  once  or  twice  before,  but  I  must  ask  that  you  take  that 
boy  Eddie  out  of  my  class,  I  have  stood  him  just  as  long  as  I  can." 
I  said,  "I  don't  see  what  I  can  do  with  Eddie."  Said  she,  "I  don't 
think  I  ought  to  have  that  terrible  creature  in  my  class  all  the  time. 
I  think  somebody  else  ought  to  take  a  turn  with  a  boy  like  that;  you 
never  know  what  that  boy  is  going  to  do  next;  J  can't  teach  the  class 
when  he  is  there;  won't  you  take  him  out?  The  fact  is,  I  have  con- 
cluded to  tell  you,  if  you  would  not  take  him  out,  I  will  have  to  give 
up  the  class."  **0,  well,"  I  said,  "I  can't  give  you  up,  and  I  will  try 
to  find  a  place  for  the  boy;"  so  during  the  opening  exercises  I  was 
looking  around  to  see  what  might  be  done,  and  I  saw  a  class  that  I 
thought  of,  and  I  spoke  to  its  teacher  and  said  to  him,  "Isn't  there 
a  vacancy  in  your  class."  He  said,  "Yes,  one  of  the  boys  has  gone 
away."  I  said,  "I  have  a  boy  to  put  in."  He  said,  "All  right,  who 
is  the  boy?"  I  told  him,  and  I  said,  you  had  better  take  Eddie.  He 
said,  "I  will  take  him,  but  there  will  be  no  peace  in  the  class  after  he 
comes  in."  So  I  walked  over  and  laid  my  hand  on  Eddie's  shoulder, 
and  he  looked  up  a  little  startled.  I  said,  "I  notice  you  are  getting 
to  be  a  large  boy,  and  I  think  you  are  big  enough  to  be  promoted;  I 
think  we  will  put  you  in  that  gentleman's  class;  you  are  getting  too 
big  to  be  in  a  young  lady's  class  any  longer."  He  looked  at  me,  then 
at  the  teacher,  and  said,  "I  don't  want  to  go,  I  would  rather  stay 
here."  I  said  to  him,  "I  don't  know  why  yon  shouldn't  want  to  go; 
it  is  a  nice  class  over  there."  He  looked  at  his  teacher  again  with 
the  most  heart-broken  look  you  ever  saw,  then  he  burst  into  tears, 
and  sobbed  aloud  so  that  all  the  classes  around  started  to  look,  and 
between  his  sobs,  he  said  to  his  teacher,  "You  don't  want  me  to  leave 
your  class,  do  you;  can't  I  stay  in  your  class?  I  will  be  a  good  boy  if 
I  can  stay.  Wont  you  let  me  stay  in  your  class?"  And  she  went 
immediately  over  to  the  enemy,  and  she  said,  "  Mr.  Hurlbut,  wont 
you  please  let  him  stay  in  my  class?"  I  said,  "Yes,  if  you  want  him 
particularly,  I  was  going  to  promote  him,  but  if  you  would  like  to 
have  him  stay,  I  will  explain  the  matter  to  the  other  teacher,  I  guess 
he  wont  feel  badly  about  it,"  so  he  staid.  I  noticed  he  walked  ont 
with  his  hand  in  his  teacher's  hand,  and  later  that  teacher  came  to 
me  and  said,  "I  suppose  it  was  very  wrong  in  me,  after  I  have  been 
so  persistent  to  have  that  boy  taken  out  of  my  class,  to  ask  to  have 
him  stay;  but  do  you  know  when  I  looked  into  that  boy's  face,  1  saw 
what  1  had  never  seen  there  before,  that  he  really  loved  me,  and  I 
said,  if  he  really  loves  me,  I  will  stand  by  that  boy;  I  visited  his 
mother,  and  she  made  me  feel  ashamed  of  myself,  for  she  told  me  how 
much  he  thought  of  me.     He  is  restless,  and  gives  me  a  good  deal  of 
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trouble,  yet  I  know  that  he  loves  me,  and  it  doesn't  make  any  differ- 
ence." So  I  say,  teachers,  if  you  are  faithful,  you  shall  have  your 
reward  in  the  love  of  your  scholars. 

I  am  glad  to  meet  with  this  company  of  teachers  who  have  begun 
to  receive  training.  Go  right  on!  Never  will  you  get  to  the  end  of 
the  knowledge  you  seek;  never  will  you  cease  receiving  the  reward 
that  comes  from  faithful  service  for  the  Master. 


RECOGNITION  OF  CLASS. 

PROF.    H.    M.    HAMILL. 

It  is  my  pleasant  office  to  speak  the  word  of  recognition  to  the 
Class  of  '98.  I  speak  it  in  behalf  of  the  officers  of  this  convention,  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  of  the  Alumni  Association,  now  numbering 
eighteen  hundred  strong.  You  have  good  reason,  as  members  of  the 
class,  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  all  that  this  great  State  Association 
could  do,  has  been  done  in  your  behalf.  On  the  last  great  day  of  the 
feast,  it  reserves  its  most  favored  hour  and  brings  to  its  platform  the 
finest  thought  of  the  best  minds  of  the  nation,  in  order  that  you  may 
receive  appreciative  recognition  of  your  faithfulness.  I  urge  you  as 
members  of  the  class  to  hold  in  highest  esteem  and  loyalty  the  Asso- 
ciation which  has  done  so  much  for  you.  Not  a  great  while  ago,  I 
was  on  the  Burlington  System  at  a  town  within  one  hundred  miles 
from  this  city.  The  train  upon  which  I  was  riding  was  side-tracked, 
and  word  came  down  the  line  that  the  presidential  car  with  the  great 
magnates  of  the  system  was  speeding  on  through  the  night.  For  it 
all  other  trains  must  give  place.  I  heard  the  rumble  of  wheels,  and 
the  sound  of  the  whistle,  as  I  watched  for  the  incoming  of  the  special 
train.  We  got  a  glimmer  of  lights  of  the  luxurious  furnishings  of  a 
palatial  car,  the  shimmer  of  glass  and  satin  and  silver,  and  gentle- 
men luxuriously  reclining  in  their  seats,  and  learned  that  those  were 
the  chief  dignitaries  of  a  great  railroad  system.  I  turned  away  from 
the  momentary  vision  to  see  a  Burlington  brakeman  wearing  a  red 
shirt  with  a  lantern  in  his  hand,  the  lever  of  the  switch  in  the  other 
hand,  and  then  there  occurred  to  me  this  thought  that  after  all 
the  switchman,  with  his  face  begrimed  with  soot,  who  by  his  faith- 
fulness, assured  a  safe  transit  for  those  magnates,  was  of  as  much 
importance  to  that  great  system,  as  could  possibly  be  the  president 
himself.  After  all.  members  of  the  class,  it  is  a  question  of  faith- 
fulness which  will  decide  with  what  recognition  you  shall  be  received 
in  a  far  greater  day  than  this.  "Because  thou  hast  been  faithful  in 
a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things."  Let  me  express 
this  brief  cordial  word  of  appreciation  of  the  faithfulness  you  have 
exhibited  in  your  study  during  the  past  year.  The  Apostle  Paul  was 
nothing  if  not  filled  with  the  soldierly  spirit;  to  him  the  Christian  life 
was  a  battle,  and  he  was  as  a  racer  upon  the  Olympian  Race  Track. 
In  the  Twelfth  of  Hebrews  Paul  repeats  the  vision  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment that  was  opened  unto  the  eyes  of  Elisha's  servant.  *'Elisha 
prayed  and  said.  Lord  I  pray  thee,  open  his  eyes  that  he  may  see, 
and  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  the  young  man,  and  he  saw,  and  be- 
hold, the  mountain  was  full  of  horses  and  chariots  of  fire,  around 
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about  Elisha."  I  think  Paul  must  have  had  that  vision  in  his 
mind,  when,  after  summing  up  tlic  heroes  and  heroines  of  the  Old 
Testament,  he  says  this  word,  ''Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  com- 
passed about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every 
weiglit,  and  the  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  us  and  run  with  pa- 
tience the  race  that  is  set  before  us,  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author 
and  finisher  of  our  faith." 

Mr.  Jacobs:  I  wish  to  say  one  word  for  the  officers  of  this  class. 
I  wonder  if  tlie  thought  enters  into  your  minds  or  into  our  minds  to- 
day, of  the  importance  of  this  normal  work  of  Illinois  to  the  whole 
United  States  and  to  the  world.  Dr.  Hurlbut,  the  great  leader  in 
normal  work,  expressed  to  me  the  opinion  that  this  was  one  of  the 
most  important  things  we  had  ever  done,  the  promotion  of  normal 
study  and  the  education  of  Sunday-school  teachers.  He  expressed 
surprise  at  what  has  been  done  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  but 
I  believe  that  what  our  Brother  Hamill  has  been  permitted  to  in- 
augurate and  push  forward  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  as  that  handful 
of  corn  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  is  going  to  make  a  tremendous 
impression  in  the  United  States. 

The  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Chaplain  Safiford. 


THIRD  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  two  o'clock,  the  delegates  enjoyed  a  service  of  song,  conducted 
by  Prof.  Excell. 

At  half  past  two  President  Farson  took  the  chair. 

FINAL  REPORT  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

For  Vice-President,  J.  S.  Thompson,  Lacon;  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr.  G.  D.  Sitherwood,  Bloomington;  General  Secretary,  W.  B. 
Jacobs,  Chicago;  Assistant  Secretaries,  Miss  Mary  I.  Bragg,  Chicago; 
Mrs.  Edith  Burnham,  Wheaton;  Treasurer,  R.  W.  Hare,  Chicago; 
Superintendent  Normal  Department,  Prof.  II.  M.  Hamill,  Jack- 
sonville ;  Secretary  Normal  Department,  Mrs.  H.  M.Hamill,  Jack- 
sonville. 

For  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

H.  T.  Lay,  R.  C.  Willis,  W.  S.  Rearick,  0.  W.  Schell,  Rev.  H. 
Moser. 

For  District  Presidents. 

1st  District,  I.  R.  Jeffers,  Chicago;  2nd,  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  Mar- 
engo; 3rd,  I.  M.  Philips,  Sterling;  4th,  Prof.  W.  E.  Simonds,  Gales- 
burg;  5th,  C.  T.  Franks,  Mendota;  Gth,  Rev.  G.  B.  Safiford,  Onarga; 
7th,  II.  M.  Smith,  Hopedale;  8th,  Rev.  J.  A.  Renwick,  Biggsville;  9th, 
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W.  S.  Rearick,  Asliland;  10th,  J.  B.  Joy,  Concord;  11th,  David 
Zeigler,  Greenview;  12th,  W.  B.  Randle,  Clinton;  13th,  R.  C.  Willis, 
'Toledo;  14th,  Eev.  J.  G.  Tucker,  Vandalia;  15th,  N.  L.Crout,  Olney; 
16th,  E.  E.  Exter,  Belleville;  17th,  Townsend  Blanchard,  Tamaroa; 
18th,  Dr.  W.  E.  Buxton,  Samsville;  19th,  J.  H.  Hodge,  Golconda; 
20th,  H.  E.  Lufkin,  Anna. 

Officers  of  Primary  Department. 

President,  Miss  Cecilia  Hedenberg,  Chicago;  Secretary,  Mrs.  M. 
S.  Lamoreaux,  Chicago.  Central  Conimittee.  Mr.  Hamilton  H.  West, 
Rockford;  Miss  Mabel  Hall,  Chicago;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Burhans,  Chicago ; 
Miss  Bertha  Beadles,  Paris;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Lufkin,  Anna. 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  was  unanimously 
adopted. 


THE    PRIMARY   DEPARTMENT. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Geistvveit  conducted  the  devotional  exercises. 
Mr.  Frederick  Eastman  sang  "My  soul's  unrest  is  like  a  troubled 
sea." 

(The  primary  officers  were  seated  upon  the  platform). 

The  Peesident:  We  are  approaching  the  climax  of  our  conven- 
tion, and  are  going  to  step  out  on  the  holy  ground  of  the  Primary 
Department,  that  department  which  gathers  into  its  fold  the  little 
boys  and  girls  of  our  homes. 

"If  we  knew  the  baby  fingers,  pressed  against  the  window  pane, 
Would  be  cold  and  stiff  tomorrow,  never  trouble  us  again, 
Would  the  bright  eyes  of  our  darlings  catch  the  frown  upon  our  brow. 
Would  the  print  of  rosy  fingers  trouble  us  as  they  do  now? " 

It  is  my  pleasure  and  honor  to  introduce  to  you  the  President  of 
our  State  Primary  Department,  Miss  Cecilia  Hedenberg,  of  Chicago, 
who  will  take  charge  of  the  exercises. 

Miss  Hedenberg:  Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow- workers: — We  are 
the  youngest  of  all  the  children  of  the  State  Association,  and  like  the 
children  we  enjoy  the  hearty  welcome  with  which  you  have  received 
us  into  your  midst.  If  words  could  express  our  appreciation  of  what 
it  has  done  for  us,  enabling  our  work  to  be  extended  beyond  the 
borders  of  our  state,  I  would  be  tempted  to  take  the  time  to  talk  to 
you,  but  there  are  others  from  whom  you  will  now  hear.  I  will  say 
this,  however,  some  primary  workers  have  failed  because  they  have 
treated  the  children  as  if  they  were  men.  When  Christ  set  a  little 
one  in  the  midst,  he  did  not  say  to  the  child  ''Be  a  man,"  but  said: 
*'Men,  be  children! "  So  we  are  trying  to  study  the  wonderful  child 
whom  God  has  placed  in  our  midst,  and  this  afternoon,  we  shall  hear 
words  of  wisdom  from  successful  primary  teachers.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  at  this  time,  Miss  M.  Evelyn  Strong,  of 
Galesburg. 
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CHILD  NATURE  AND  CHILD  NURTURE. 

MISS   M.    EVELYN   STRONG. 

I  come  to  yon  this  afternoon  with  the  old,  old  story  that 
fits  every  condition  of  man.  I  come  also  with  the  assurance 
that  it  was  meant  not  for  the  old  and  middle  classes  alone, 
but  for  our  little  ones.  Some  of  the  stories  told  in  this  blessed  Book 
are  told  once,  and  some  twice.  There  is  one  that  seems  so  important 
that  it  is  recorded  three  times.  In  Matthew  we  read  "And  they 
brought  little  children  to  the  Master,"  and  Mark  says  "Theybroughlj 
young  children  to  the  Master,"  and  lest  there  might  be  a  skeptic  left 
to  think  that  this  might  not  mean  the  very  little  ones,  Luke  says 
**They  brought  infants  to  Jesus."  And  did  he  turn  them  away?  No, 
he  said  ''Suffer  the  little  ones  to  come  unto  me;"  so  we,  in  the  primary 
section  have  full  assurance  that  the  Master  wants  little  children. 

In  speaking  of  child  nature  to  you  to-day,  I  shall  try  to  help  the 
teachers  who  most  need  help,  the  discouraged  ones,  who  live  in  districts 
where  they  cannot  do  just  what  they  would  like  to  do.  In  our  pri- 
mary work,  we  want  the  children  to  come,  and  we  know  how  anxious 
the  little  ones  are  to  come;  but  we  also  want  to  keep  them  after  we 
get  them,  and  we  want  to  understand  what  we  shall  do  while  they 
are  with  us. 

The  first  thing  we  need  as  jorimary  teachers  is  to  teach  the  child 
in  God's  house  to  be  reverent.  Do  we  have  the  reverence  in  our 
schools  that  we  would  like?  If  not,  is  is  because  we  do  not  teach  the 
child  in  a  way  that  he  can  understand.  Not  long  ago  I  visited  a  school 
where  the  leader  wished  the  little  ones  to  bow  their  heads,  and  show 
proper  reverence  during  prayer,  and  a  teacher  was  appointed  to 
watch  the  little  ones  and  report  the  names  of  those  who  did  not  bow 
their  heads.  Now  what  do  you  suppose  those  tiny  ones  thought  of 
the  teacher  who  did  the  watching?  Perhaps,  you  say,  these  little 
ones  do  not  think  about  such  things;  but  after  twenty  years  expe- 
rience with  God's  little  ones  I  know  they  do  think  about  things  that 
we  least  suspect.  A  young  lady  said  to  me  the  other  day,  "When  I 
went  to  Sunday-school  they  had  some  one  to  see  whether  we  bowed 
our  heads  or  not,  and  I  don't  believe  I  thought  of  that  at  all,  but 
I  used  to  peep  through  my  fingers  to  see  if  she  was  looking."  So 
you  see  she  was  thinking  of  something  beside  the  prayer  that  was 
being  offered.  Sometimes  we  say  "Bow  your  heads;  your  Heavenly 
Father  won't  like  it  if  you  don't,  and  don't  you  want  to  be  an  angel?" 
No,  they  don't  want  to  be  angels,  and  you  know  they  don't.  What 
do  they  want?  They  want  to  belong  to  the  Master,  who  took  little 
children  in  His  arms  and  blessed  them;  they  want  food  for  their  souls 
set  before  them  in  a  way  they  can  understand.  If  we  so  instruct 
God's  little  ones  that  their  hearts  are  bowed,  their  heads  will  be 
bowed.  How  shall  we  do  this?  Talk  to  them  just  as  I  talk  to  you. 
Did  you  ever  have  a  present?  What  did  you  say  when  you  received 
it?  You  said  "Thank  you."  Talk  to  the  children  about  the  Friend 
from  whom  we  receive  gifts  every  day.  What  are  these  gifts?  The 
sunshine,  the  rain  drops,  the  birds,  the  flowers,  and  whatever  the  sea- 
son happens  to  be,  enlarge  on  that  particular  gift.     Ask  them,  "Are 
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yon  glad  to  receive  these  gifts?"  "Oh,  yes."  ''Well,  all  the  little 
glad  hearts  may  bow  their  heads  while  we  say  "Thank  yon"  for  these 
things."  They  are  willing  to  do  that,  they  nnderstand  that.  That 
is  something  they  can  think  abont,  and  know  about,  and  you  touch 
them  in  a  way  that  appeals  to  their  childish  hearts  and  they  are  will- 
ing to  be  reverent  and  bow  their  heads  when  they  understand  what 
yon  want,  even  the  tiniest  one  is  willing  to  do  it.  I  once  had  a  little 
boy  in  my  school,  three  years  old,  who  was  determined  he  would  not 
bow  his  head.  I  took  him  in  my  lap  and  talked  to  him  alone.  I  do 
not  believe  in  talking  to  children  about  these  things  before  others. 
After  that  he  was  the  most  devout  little  one  we  had.  Shortly  after 
his  little  brother  appeared  in  our  class.  I  heard  a  disturbance  in  the 
exercises  and  I  wondered  what  it  could  be,  and  I  found  out  that  this 
little  one,  like  the  brother,  refused  to  bow  his  head,  and  he  was  see- 
ing that  he  did  it.  I  said  "Walter,  don't  you  know,  Lawrence  does 
not  quite  understand,  and  you  did  not  understand  one  time."  "Yes," 
he  said,  "but  I  am  going  to  make  him  do  it.'' 

Another  thing  we  want  in  the  primary  class,  and  I  fear  it  is 
needed  in  the  other  department  greatly,  too,  is  obedience.  I 
think  we  do  not  make  the  children  feel  that  there  is  no 
perfect  worship  without  order  or  obedience.  If  we  fail  to  get  this 
in  the  infant  class  we  will  fail  to  have  it  all  the  way  through.  We 
sometimes  see  young  people  at  our  meetings  not  doing  what  they 
should  and  I  think  that  possibly  they  were  neglected  in  the  infant 
class.  Perhaps  their  teacher  thought  that  whispering  and  inattention 
didn't  make  much  difference,  because  they  were  so  small.  Love  is 
the  supreme  thing  and  the  children  must  know  that  perfect  love 
means  perfect  obedience,  and  this  Book  teaches  obedience  from  cover 
to  cover.  I  tell  my  children  the  story  of  Eli.  Eli  did  not  make  his 
sons  behave.  I  say  to  my  children  "I  love  you  so  much  that  I  must 
have  you  obedient."  Eli's  children  were  not  obedient,  and  God 
brought  great  sorrow  upon  them.  He  said  to  Eli,  "Because  ye  re- 
strained them  not."  I  say  to  my  girls  and  boys  "I  shall  have  to  talk 
to  our  Heavenly  Father  about  this  some  day,  and  if  I  have  not  tried 
to  help  you  be  obedient,  what  shall  I  say  to  Him  about  it?"  A  little 
boy  said  "I  guess  I  will  have  to  mind  because  I  don't  know  what 
you  would  tell  Him."  Every  lesson  in  this  blessed  Book  is  for  you 
and  for  me;  can  we  make  it  real  to  the  children  that  it  was  written 
on  purpose  for  them?  Yes,  if  we  go  about  it  in  the  right  way,  there 
is  so  much  in  this  Book  for  the  children.  Sometimes  I  meet  teach- 
ers who  say,  "I  can  teach  the  lessons  in  the  Epistles  very  well  in- 
deed, but  I  do  not  know  how  to  teach  the  lessons  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment." Some  one  else  says  "I  can  teach  the  lessons  from  the  Gospels 
better  than  any  other  part  of  the  Scripture."  Another  says  "The 
stories  in  the  Old  Testament  are  the  ones  I  do  the  best  with."  We 
each  have  our  preferences  as  to  what  we  shall  do  and  how  we  shall  do 
it,  but  I  think  there  is  not  one  page  of  this  Book,  that  we  cannot  in 
some  way  use  for  our  little  ones;  not  by  trying  to  explain  exactly 
what  it  means,  not  by  trying  to  give  them  our  thoughts,  but  by 
teaching  them  some  simple  truth  in  each  lesson.  If  you  will  study 
your  girls  and  boys  you  will  find  that  this  lesson  is  for  Margaret,  and 
that  one  for  Jobn.     I  study  my  children.     We  are  to  feed  and  train 
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these  little  ones,  and  we  can  make  this  Bible  real  to  them.  They 
come  to  us  for  bread,  shall  we  give  them  a  stone?  No.  We  should 
so  prepare  our  work  for  our  little  ones  that  we  shall  not  give  strong 
meat  where  we  should  give  milk.  In  the  infant  class  we  sometimes 
talk  at  our  children,  instead  of  to  them.  We  talk  over  their  little 
heads,  they  cannot  understand.  AVe  forget  the  Master's  way  of 
teaching.  If  we  take  Him  as  our  pattern  Teacher,  we  will  find  that 
in  simplicity  He  taught,  and  that  the  material  he  used  was  such  as 
would  be  understood  by  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  We 
should  imitate  this  simplicity,  or  in  our  earnestness  we  shall  over- 
reach the  mark,  and  in  our  iDlindness  say  many  things  which  they 
cannot  understand.  No  matter  how  good  our  intentions  are,  if  the 
children  cannot  understand,  it  is  hard  for  them  to  do  the  things  we 
want  done.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  asked  to  speak  in  one  of  our 
Swedish  churches.  I  could  not  understand  one  word  of  that  lan- 
guage. I  heard  the  pastor  preach  his  sermon;  I  knew  by  his  gestures 
that  he  was  in  earnest,  but  I  got  tired.  I  know  perfectly  well  that 
everything  was  being  done  for  God's  glory,  but  as  I  couldn't  under- 
stand, it  was  all  lost  on  me.  How  many  times  our  little  ones  come 
to  us,  and  only  by  our  earnestness,  our  faces  and  appearance  can  they 
know  what  we  are  trying  to  do;  we  do  not  give  them  any  food  which 
they  can  take  away.  Sometime  ago  one  of  our  teachers  came  to  me 
and  said,  ''I  believe  I  will  quit  teaching  in  the  infant  class."  *•  .'by?" 
"I  had  such  a  queer  experience;  a  mother  came  to  me  the  other  day 
and  said  'What  did  you  teach  about  in  the  Sunday-school  not  long 
ago?  My  little  girl  came  home  and  all  she  could  tell  about  the  lesson 
was  that  it  was  a  hed  quilt;'  I  never  taught  anything  about  a  bed 
quilt."  She  is  an  earnest  teacher.  The  golden  text  of  that  lesson 
was  "I  will  send  you  another  Comforter."  I  had  an  experience 
like  that  myself  a  few  years  ago.  I  was  teaching  about  the 
lepers.  I  tried  to  make  my  children  see  and  feel  that  only  Christ 
could  cure  leprosy;  then  with  all  the  earnestness  I  could  command  I 
tried  to  make  these  little  ones  believe  that  only  Christ  could  cure  sin. 
That  particular  day  I  had  six  visitors.  When  I  thought  the  children 
understood,  I  asked  "What  is  it  Christ  can  alone  heal?"  I  supposed 
they  would  all  say  ''sin,"  but  one  little  boy  said,  "Lockjaw."  You 
say  "If  it  is  so  hard,  how  can  we  do  it?"  By  study,  by  thoroughly 
understanding  what  God  wants  us  to  do,  and  if  we  get  discouraged 
and  feel  our  lack  of  wisdom,  there  is  a  promise  for  us.  James  knew 
that  teachers  might  feel  just  this  way,  so  in  the  first  chapter  at  the 
fifth  verse  we  read  ''If  any  man  lack  wisdotn,  let  1dm  ask  of  God  who 
(jiveth  to  all  men  liberally  and  uphraideth  not,  and  it  shall  he  given." 
is  the  promise  true?  Turn  to  Joshua  and  read  "Not  one  thing  hath 
failed  that  the  Lord  promised  us."  Has  He  made  a  promise  to  the 
primary  teachers?  Yes.  He  said  to  Moses  and  He  says  to  us,  "I  will 
be  with  thy  mouth  and  teach  thee  what  thou  shall  say." 

What  are  we  to  do?  We  are  to  take  God's  word,  study  it,  and  find 
out  the  precious  truths  there  are  in  it,  and  we  must  get  the  food  pre- 
pared for  our  children  before  we  go  into  the  Sunday-school  room. 
What  shall  we  use  as  helps?  First  of  all  God's  Word;  we  must  know 
about  the  blessed  Word.  Then  we  should  use  any  helps  we  can  which 
will  help  us  to  understand  the  light.     We  must  find   the  best  things 
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everywhere  to  help  us  understand  and  feed  the  little  ones  according 
to  the  Father's  will. 

PRACTICAL  APPLIANCES. 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Hill,  Chicago. 

In  this  age  of  invention  and  improvement  numerous  devices  are 
brought  into  the  market  for  the  use  of  workmen  in  every  occupation 
of  life.  Implements  which  our  fathers  never  dreamed  of  are  to  be 
had  for  the  use  of  workmen,  whatever  their  business.  Skilled  work- 
men will  not  work  without  the  best  tools;  yet  many  of  our  Sunday- 
schools  are  getting  along  somehow  with  the  accomodations  and  appli- 
ances which  are  as  far  behind  the  times  as  the  flail  or  hand  sickle. 
This  is  not  due  to  the  lack  of  Sunday-school  appliances,  but  because 
their  value  and  necessity  is  not  felt  in  the  Sunday-school  as  it  is  upon 
the  farm  or  in  the  shop.  The  farmer  who  finds  that  his  work  is  bet- 
ter accomplished  by  tools  made  for  his  purpose  does  not  wait  until  he 
can  spare  the  money  before  getting  them,  knowing  that  the  harvest 
will  amply  repay  him  for  any  such  sacrifice  that  he  may  make,  he 
purchases  them  as  soon  as  needed.  This  same  man,  however,  in  his 
capacity  as  Sunday  school  superintendent,  often  gets  on,  some  way, 
with  appliances  which  have  been  in  use  in  the  same  school  for  forty 
years.  His  primary  department  meets  in  the  room  with  the  rest  of 
the  school;  they  sit  on  high  benches,  their  feet  dangling  and  swing- 
ing; they  listen  to  long  prayers  which  mean  nothing  to  them;  they 
try  to  learn  the  songs  that  are  sung  from  the  big  books,  and  know 
nothing  of  their  meaning.  The  explanation  of  God's  Word  is  lost  to 
them  because  of  the  distraction  made  by  the  classes  about  them.  I 
believe  it  to  be  our  duty  as  primary  teachers  to  call  the  attention  of 
our  church  officers  to  these  facts,  and  to  suggest  improvements.  In 
order  to  do  this  intelligently  we  must  know  what  is  being  done  in 
schools  where  the  best  accommodations  are  in  use,  then  recommend 
the  adoption  of  those  methods  which  shall  be  the  most  effective  for 
our  own  schools  and  most  consistent  with  a  wise  economy.  This  is  a 
safer  method  I  believe,  than  a  choice  make  from  catalogues  sent  out 
by  supply  houses.  Everything  imaginable,  and  some  things  unim- 
aginable, are  offered  in  bewildering  array.  As  primary  teachers  in- 
spect them  I  believe  they  need  to  breathe  the  prayer  of  David  ''Give 
me  neither  jDoverty  nor  riches."  The  teacher  from  the  school  where 
there  is  necessity  for  rigid  economy  feels  a  loss  in  being  obliged  to  do 
without  what  is  necessary  to  her  work;  the  teacher  with  inexhaustible 
resources  and  unlimited  liberty  falls  into  the  temptation  of  getting 
what  she  does  not  need  and  will  not  be  able  to  make  a  wise  use  of. 

In  giving  you  some  suggestions  upon  this  practical  topic  I  wish 
to  speak  to  you  as  representing  three  classes,  the  wealthy  teacher, 
the  teacher  of  restricted  means  and  the  teacher  who  suffers  from  pri- 
vation. To  the  first,  I  say,  make  your  room  as  beautiful  as  you  pos- 
sibly can.  I  would  have  it  so  beautiful  that  the  children  would  love 
it  above  every  other  place  in  the  world.  Yet  have  nothing  in  it 
which  you  do  not  need,  simply  "because  some  one  else  has 'it,"  noth- 
ing which  you  cannot  use  effectively  for  the  teaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel.    I  have  in  my  memory  a  room,  used  as  a  primary  room,  which 


163  Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention. 

was  so  beautiful  that  I  think  it  worthy  of  a  place  in  one  of  the  "many 
mansions,"  the  very  air  of  the  room  was  reverent.  I  am  sure  chil- 
dren coming  from  homes  where  the  Bible  is  not  seen  would  be  im- 
pressed by  the  love  of  Jesus  which  makes  it  possible  for  them  to 
spend  an  hour  in  such  a  room  as  that.  It  is  deplorable  that  children 
who  have  not  the  beautiful  in  their  own  homes  never  see  the  inside 
of  such  a  room,  we  also  want  them  beautiful  for  the  children  who 
have  beauty  in  their  own  homes,  because  I  believe  that  children  who 
are  surrounded  by  refinement  at  home  should  not  feel  that  the  stand- 
ard is  lowered  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Many  things  are  possible  for  such  a  room:     I  would  have  space 
and  ventilation,  for  these  two  elements  largely  influence  the  reverence 
of  the  children  and  their  order.     Have  your  walls  tinted,  and  the  win- 
dows shaded.  I  was  once  in  a  primary  room,  beautiful  in  every  other  re- 
spect,  but   over  the  windows  the  sunshine  streamed  into  the  little 
faces.     The  teacher  stood  with  her  back  to  the  windows,  and  as  the 
children   looked   into  her  face  their  eyes  were  dazzled  by  the  light, 
and  the  effect  was  spoiled.     Be  sure  the  children  are  provided  with 
little  chairs  graded  in  size.    You  can  get  them  to  fit  a  child  two  years 
old  and  up  to  ten.  Have  pictures  on  your  wall;  do  not  crowd  the  walls 
with  them,  but  have  beautiful  pictures  and  get  them  one  at  a  time, 
let   the   children   learn  something  from  them,  and  let  them  inter- 
pret some  portion  of  God's  work  or  Word,  then  they  will  learn  to  love 
them.     Have  a  piano,  a  portable  blackboard,  a  song  roll  that  is  port- 
able,  picture  roll  and  a  holder  for  it,  a  cabinet  for  your  supplies,  a 
birthday  bank  to  hold  the  children's  birthday  pennies,  and  collection 
baskets,  several  according  to  to  the  size  of  the  room,  so  that  the  chil- 
dren may  help  you  in  gathering  the  pennies.     If  the  room  is  large 
and  you  are  small,  have  a  platform,  but  if  the   room  is  of  moderate 
size  and  you  are  of  average  height,  I  should  do  without  it;  get  down 
to   the  level  of  the  children  as  nearly  as  possible  and  go  in  and  out 
among  them  while  your  are   teaching;  talk  right  to  them.     Have  a 
scrap  book  for  your  songs  rather  than  a  number   of  books.     Have 
screens  which  may  be  used  to  shield  the   children   from   a  possible 
draught,  or  to  partition  off  classes  if  so  desired.     Have  hooks  for  their 
hats  so  the  children  will  not  play  with  them  during  the  session.     A 
library  chosen  carefully  for  the  use  of  your   older   children,    record 
books  and  Bibles.     Have  some  method  of  keeping  your  record  so  it 
shall  interest  the  children,  some  which  will  show  what  their  record 
is,  that  they  may  take  some  interest  in  it  themselves.     Many  other 
things  are  desirable  for  the  teacher  who  has  the  means.     Banners  for 
rewards;  a  birthday  chair  where  the  child  who  brings  the  birthday 
pennies  may  sit  during  the  opening  exercises.     That  is  a  great  priv- 
ileges to  some  little  ones,  to  others  I  believe  it  would  be  unendurable 
torture.     But  have  some  recognition  of  each  birthday,  some  teachers 
give  presents  of  Bible  pictures  or  Bible  story  books.     A    Cradle  Roll 
is  in  use  in  one  school  where  the  names  of  the  babies  who  come  into 
the  families  are  recorded,  and  placed  in  a  beautiful  cradle,  there  to 
remain  until  the  child  is  out  of  the  cradle  and  old  enough  to  go  to 
Sunday-school.     Kindergarten  material,  tables,  chairs,  sand  maps, 
blocks,  trees,  sheep,  etc.,  may  be  used  effectively  by  trained  teachers 
skilled  in  their  use,  but  I  would  7iot  dare  to  introduce  them.     I  once 


Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention.  163 

heard  a.  primary  teacher  announce,  ''the  clearest  little  woolly  sheep 
can  be  had  for  fifty  cents  to  be  used  in  teaching  the  23rd  Psalm/'  I 
believe  Miss  Alice  Jacobs'  method  of  teaching  this  Psalm  in  story 
form,  showing  the  children,  if  necessary,  the  picture  of  sheep,  much 
safer  than  giving  to  them  things  which  they  have  been  accustomed 
to  use  as  toys,  such  as  a  wooden  figure  to  represent  the  Good 
Shepherd,  then  attempting  to  lead  their  imaginations  up  to  the  Shep- 
herd above. 

Sunday-school  supply  houses  send  out  from  time  to  time  symbols 
of  the  coming  lessons,  one  to  be  used  in  teaching  the  lesson,  and  one  to 
be  given  to  each  child  to  commemorate  the  lesson  as  he  goes  home, 
but  these  symbols  may  not  harmonize  with  your  teaching  of  the  les- 
son. It  is  sometime  effective  to  make  a  symbol  and  give  it  to  the 
child  to  carry  home,  but  let  it  be  your  ojvn  thoicght;  then  it  will  be 
highly  prized  in  the  home.  Dr.  Schauffler's  advice  in  reference  to 
material  is  worth  remembering,  "Apjjeal  to  the  eyes  often  in  your 
teaching;  use  the  blackboard  or  any  material  which  you  can  use  to 
illustrate  you  thoughts,  but  let  your  material  be  as  simple  as  possible; 
let  not  the  attention  of  the  children  be  attracted  to  the  material  at 
the  expense  of  your  thought;  let  not  your  board  work  be  so  elaborate 
that  it  will  divert  the  attention  to  its  beauty  or  so  poor  as  to  be  re- 
diculous;  make  it  simple  and  yet  effective."  Eemember  the  power  to 
use  all  things  comes  from  above.  Whatever  our  material  or  however 
perfect  our  words,  only  God's  Spirit  can  make  them  effective. 

To  the  second  teacher,  I  say,  do  not  be  discouraged,  examine  care- 
fully, find  what  you  know  you  need,  and  substitute  as  far  as  possible, 
less  expensive  things  for  the  more  elaborate  and  highly  priced. 
Have  your  room  clean,  if  it  is  small,  and  let  the  air  be  pure.  This 
sometimes  means  an  expense,  cleanliness  costs  something,  but  get  it 
if  possible.  It  may  be  the  ventilation  is  defective,  preventing  the 
opening  of  doors  and  windows,  because  of  exposing  the  children  to 
draughts:  perhaps  one  side  is  heated  by  a  furnace  and  the  other  side 
occupied  by  doors  and  windows;  if  you  have  such  a  room,  go  half  an 
hour  before  the  session  opens  in  the  winter  time,  open  the  doors  and 
let  the  air  become  pure,  before  the  children  come  in,  then  close  them, 
and  for  a  time  at  least,  the  air  will  be  pure.  If,  during  the  session, 
the  room  becomes  crowded  and  the  air  impure,  have  the  children  rise 
and  face  the  windows,  open  the  doors  and  windows,  and  have  them 
give  a  breathing  exercise,  or  a  motion  song,  or  do  something  that  will 
put  their  bodies  into  motion  while  the  room  is  being  ventilated.  This 
is  better  than  exposing  them  to  the  danger  of  draughts,  or  keep- 
ing them  in  a  badly  ventilated  room  for  an  hour  or  more.  For  pic- 
tures, don't  get  poor  ones  if  you  cannot  get  good  ones.  Good  repro- 
ductions of  exquisite  pictures  are  to  be  had  for  very  little  money, 
but  if  they  are  not  within  your  reach,  borrow  one  once  in  a  while  of 
some  friend,  and  keep  it  long  enough  to  allow  the  children  to  know 
it,  and  to  know  what  good  pictures  are.  Have  a  blackboard.  If  you 
can't  get  a  large,  revolving  board,  you  can  obtain  for  very  little  money 
one  which  can  hang  on  the  wall;  get  it  and  use  it.  In  my  own  experi- 
ence, I  think  this  problem  was  the  most  difficult  one  I  had  to  face, 
when  I  undertook  to  teach  a  primary  class.  As  a  school  girl,  I  never 
could  draw  anything,  and  I   had  no  experience   in   the  meantime, 


164  Illinois  State  Sunday  School  Convention. 

but  I  had  had  experiences  with  numerous  nieces  and  nephews  who 
would  come  to  me  and  ask  me  to  draw  something  on  apiece  of  paper, 
and  the  children  were  really  generous  critics;  they  recognized  what  I 
drew,  and  I  found  that  which  grew  before  their  eyes  on  the 
blrck board  was  much  more  effective  and  gave  them  much  more 
pleasure  than  that  which  was  ready  made  up  on  the  board.  I  never 
apologize  for  my  work,  and  I  never  allow  tliem  to  name  it.  When  I 
draw  anything,  I  say,  "this  is  so  and  so,"  and  they  accept  my  state- 
ment about  it.     I  have  found  the  blackboard  a  great  blessing. 

In  regard  to  songs,  it  is  wonderful  how  much  the  printed  words 
mean  to  very  little  children.  I  have  known  children  who  didn't 
know  one  letter  from  another,  to  take  a  book  and  read  a  story;  the 
characters  somehow  suggest  the  story;  and  so  they  grow  to  know  a 
song  by  the  phrases  and  letters  even  though  they  cannot  read.  Have 
your  songs  printed.  Have  your  own  printing  outfit.  It  will  cost  you 
iive  dollars;  the  one  we  have  has  been  a  blessing  to  our  church 
and  school;  we  use  it  for  everything,  outlines  of  Bible  study,  songs, 
psalms,  beautitudes,  entertainment  notices  and  picnic  advertisements. 
Everything  in  printing  in  large  type  has  been  done  with  that  outfit. 
I  print  my  songs  upon  prepared  muslin,  which  may  be  had  at  five  cents 
a  yard  up  to  twelve  or  fifteen;  the  better  quality  of  course  wears  the 
best.  I  could  not  afford  one  of  the  song  rolls  which  are  on  exhibition 
here,  so  I  liad  a  carpenter  make  me  one;  it  cost  twenty- five  cents  for 
lumber,  and  he  did  his  work  for  nothing.  They  can  be  made  for 
seventy- five  cents.  It  was  merely  a  stand  with  a  cross-piece;  on  the 
cross-piece  we  drove  in  Jiails,  and  turned  them  at  the  point;  then  we 
had  another  cross-piece  with  holes  for  those  nails;  I  put  the  muslin 
there  and  put  this  other  piece  over  and  snapped  a  rubber  around.  It 
is  just  about  as  high  as  I  can  reach  conveniently;  it  isn't  as  convenient 
as  rollers,  but  it  does  very  well,  and  costs  very  little  money.  On  the 
back  of  the  stand  I  have  two  screw  hooks  which  hold  the  picture 
roll.  The  songs  are  printed  in  single  sheets.  Instead  of  having  our 
song  in  different  books  and  in  different  places,  we  cut  them  out  and 
paste  them  into  a  blank  book,  which  can  be  purchased  for  five  cents, 
and  then  the  song  book  is  always  in  its  place.  For  the  birthday 
banks,  if  you  can't  have  these  beautiful  banks  that  are  exhibited, 
get  something  that  will  answer.  There  is  a  little  earthenware  bank 
which  can  be  purchased  for  three  or  four  cents  from  any  pottery 
store,  and  when  they  are  full,  they  are  broken  and  new  ones  obtained. 
AVhen  the  children  bring  their  birthday  pennies,  one  for  each  year, 
we  count  them  as  they  go  in.  We  cannot  give  them  a  present,  but 
we  give  them  a  special  honor  for  that  day,  we  allow  them  to  chose  a 
hymn  or  take  up  the  collection.  An  "on  time"  card  is  [a  good  thing 
for  a  primary  teacher  to  have;  "on  time"  printed  on  one  side  and  on 
the  reverse  side  "late."  Many  other  improvements  will  suggest 
themselves  to  you;  probably  many  teachers  here  to-day  know  of  some 
far  ahead  of  anything  mentioned.  If  you  have  not  the  improve- 
ments and  feel  overwhelmed  by  what  you  have  heard  of  in  other 
schools,  do  not  be  discouraged  but  get  what  you  can  and  do  the  best 
you  can  with  what  you  have. 

To  the  teacher  severely  restricted  I  wish  to  say  something  encour- 
aging.    If  you  have  no  separate  room,  and  I  would  be  sure  I  could 
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not  get  it  before  I  gave  it  up,  get  some  screens  and  make  a  room  in 
the  corner.  If  you  cannot  afford  Japanese  screens,  have  a  carpenter 
make  frames  and  put  together  on  hinges  or  straps  and  cover  with  any 
cheap  material  and  they  will  answer.  If  yon  cannot  get  a  carpenter  to 
do  this  for  yon,  get  an  old  fashioned  clothes-horse,  a  high  one,  and 
cover  with  cotton  and  that  will  answer.  If  singing  is  not  possible  in 
your  corner  because  of  the  disturbance  it  may  occasion,  teach  the 
children  whisper  songs,  something  full  of  praise  and  tenderness.  It 
is  wonderful  what  reverence  and  tenderness  will  appear  in  the  little 
voices.  If  you  can^t  have  a  wall  space  black-board,  get  a  little  port- 
able blackboard  that  you  can  hold  in  your  lap  and  use  that.  If  you 
cannot  get  the  little  chairs,  which  are  very  cheap,  get  something 
which  shall  be  low  down  and  comfortable,  perhaps  ben<3hes. 

Finally,  I  would  say  to  all,  covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts.  Our 
Master  has  promised  to  guide  us  in  all  things.  Love  for  Him  and 
His  work  in  a  cheerful  teacher  will  make  your  room  so  bright  and 
beautiful  that  the  privations  will  not  be  noticed,  and  having  His 
Spirit  we  can  make  up  for  any  other  lack. 

''Jesus  bids  us  shine"  was  sung. 


THE  TEACHER^S  HIGH  CALLING. 

Miss  Minnie  McBurney,  Shelby  Co. 
• 

I  wish  to  bring  you  two  thoughts  with  reference  to  this  important 
subject.  It  is  not  alone  the  primary  teacher's  high  calling,  but  the 
high  calling  of  all  teachers;  we  must  keep  in  touch  with  each  other 
through  the  entire  school.  First,  the  teacher's  work  itself,  the  work 
to  which  our  Christ  gave  almost  all  the  years  of  his  public  ministry; 
and  second,  the  teacher's  call  embodied  in  His  last  command,  "Go, 
teach  the  world." 

There  are  multitudes  waiting  to  be  shown  the  way  of  life  to-day 
as  in  the  olden  times.  The  fields  are  as  white  to  the  harvest  to-day 
as  when  Jesus  walked  up  and  down  the  hills  and  vales  of  Galilee. 
There  are  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  in  our  city  and  country  homes 
who  need  the  teaching  of  the  Sunday-school.  Sin,  I  believe,  is  born 
into  the  world  with  the  child,  and  no  matter  how  sweet  and  innocent 
he  may  seem,  the  old  nature  is  there  and  it  must  be  changed.  We  see 
their  little  tender  forms,  and  their  childish  ways,  and  we  think  them 
almost  pure  sometimes,  but  God  says  ''Ye  must  be  born  again."  And 
should  they  wait  until  these  seeds  of  evil  tendencies  have  grown  into 
fixed  habits  of  youth  and  maturity?  I  wonder  sometimes  why  we  sit 
so  calmly  by  and  see  boys  and  girls  growing  up  before  our  eyes  and 
do  not  urge  them  to  give  their  hearts  to  God.  Last  Sunday  I  was 
teaching  my  class  of  little  children;  I  had  been  telling  them  as  well 
as  I  knew  how,  what  was  meant  by  the  great  invitation;  then  I  pauSled 
a  moment  that  they  might  think  of  it,  and  a  little  girl  said,  "  I  love 
Jesus  right  along."  I  said,  "  God  bless  you,  Mabel;  I  wonder  how 
many  of  my  boys  and  girls  love  Jesus  right  along?"  And  every  hand 
went  up,  and  I  believe  they  meant  it.  I  felt  that  I  would  like  to  put 
my  arms  around  them  to  shield  them  from  the  temptations  which  will 

13 


166  I],LiJsOis  State  Sunday  School  Conventiox. 

come  by  and  by;  but  all  I  can  do  is  to  commit  them  to  the  care  of 
Christ,  and  let  Him  lead  them.  We  know  not  what  is  before  them 
in  the  years,  but  I  do  know  they  can  love  Jesus,  even  though  they  are 
but  four  years  old.  If  more  attention  was  given  to  this  subject  by 
parents  aiid  teachers  there  would  be  fewer  aching  hearts  caused  by 
wayward  daughters  and  prodigal  sons.  A  mother  said  to  me  not  long 
ago,  and  she  spoke  from  the  depths  of  a  sad  heart,  ''I  wish  my  chil- 
dren were  all  little  again,  that  I  could  begin  over  with  them.^'  The 
boys  and  girls  should  be  won  for  Jesus,  and  then  trained  for  His  ser- 
vice. It  is  not  by  sentiment,  but  by  prayerful  presentation  and  per- 
sistent patience,  line  upon  line,  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little,  con- 
trolled by  common  sense,  that  this  object  is  to  be  attained. 

The  work  God  sends  us  to  do  is  a  gift  to  us  from  Him,  though 
sometimes  we  regard  it  as  a  burden.  The  faithfulness  which  we  put 
into  this  work  is  our  return  gift  to  God.  When  we  make  a  gift  back 
to  a  dear  friend,  do  we  not  put  into  it  the  very  best  work  we  can,  and 
the  best  material,  and  do  we  not  put  in  thought  and  love?  So  in 
making  a  gift  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  let  us  remember  to  put  into 
it  our  best  work,  our  best  talents,  our  most  consecrated  strength,  and 
the  noblest  purposes  of  our  lives.  He  is  constantly  calling  for  more 
laborers.  What  greater  honor  can  we  ask  than  to  be  called  of  God  to 
the  work?  The  angels  in  heaven  would  gladly  speed  to  do  it  to-day 
if  it  were  but  the  Father's  will — this  work  to  which  our  Savior  al- 
most gave  all  those  years  of  public  ministry.  AVhat  a  teacher  Jesus 
was!  There  never  has  been  another  like  Him,  and  there  will  never 
be.  We  should  follow  as  best  we  can  in  His  foot  steps.  I  can  fancy 
the  picture  when  the  little  children  were  brought  to  Him,  and  when 
He  said,  "Suffer  them  to  come  and  forbid  them  not,"  and  placed  His 
hand  on  their  heads.  I  can  fancy  they  looked  up  into  His  face  with 
love  and  wonder  when  He  said  to  those  about  Him  that  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  shall  be  filled  with  just  such  humble  trusting  souls  as 
these.  The  ruler  who  came  to  Jesus  at  night  expressed  the  senti- 
ment of  all  who  have  found  Him  since,  when  he  said,  "We  know  that 
thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God,  for  no  man  can  do  these  miracles 
which  thou  doest  except  God  be  with  him."  I  wish,  with  all  my 
heart,  the  world  might  say  of  us  "They  are  teachers  sent  from  God;" 
may  God  be  with  us  even  as  with  His  Son!  It  may  be  you  say,  "  I 
have  not  been  called  to  the  work  of  a  teacher."  No,  and  you  never 
will  be  while  yon  wait  for  the  call.  Christ  did  not  call  idlers  to  do 
His  work.  He  called  people  while  they  were  at  their  Avork.  The 
work  may  necessitate  sacrifice,  but  it  should  be  gladly  made,  for  we 
have  a  promise  of  sure  reward,  even  that  "They  that  be  teachers  shall 
shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  who  turn  many  to 
righteousness  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever." 

LESSON  TAUGHT  TO  A   CLASS. 

A  large  primary  class  was  brought  into  the  auditorium  and  taught 

■by  Miss  Mabel  Hall,  of  Chicago,  the  convention  keenly  enjoying  this 

pt-actical  exhibition  of  up-to-date  primary  teaching. 

Note— Miss  Hall  was  to  send  manuscript  for  this  lesson  to  the  publisher,  but 
it  was  not  received  in  time  to  appear  in  this  Report.-         '       ;';.-!• 
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Mr.  West,  of  Rockford,  was  introduced  to  the  convention  in  the 
absence  of  Mrs.  Lamoreaux,  and  emphasized  the  importance  of  the 
Summer  school  to  be  held  in  Chicago  in  the  near  future. 

J.  A.  Burhans  offered  a  closing  prayer,  and  the  convention 
adjourned. 

TfflED  DAY— EVENING  SESSION. 

The  spacious  church  was  filled  to  over-flowing,  on  this  last  assem- 
bling of  the  convention. 

Professor  Excell  excelled  himself,  and  the  audience  with  ''Excel- 
lent Songs,"  sang  excellently.  Among  the  numbers  especially  en- 
joyed were  "Let  a  little  sunshine  in/'  and  "  Beautiful  isle  of  some- 
where."" 

The  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Olaf  Johnson, 
pastor  of  the  Swedish  M.  E.  Church. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved:  that  this  Fortieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Illinois 
State  Sunday-school  Association  does  hereby  expi-ess  its  appreciation 
of  the  bountiful  hospitality  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  kindly  and  gen- 
erous people  of  this  beautiful  city  of  Galesburg.  From  the  time  of 
arrival,  the  needs  and  comforts  of  the  delegates  have  been  provided 
for  through  the  energetic  and  untiring  efforts  of  the  Entertainment 
Committee,  of  which  Miss  Laura  B.  Arnold  is  chairman,  and  by  the 
corps  of  pages  and  ushers  directed  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Snyder.  God  bless 
the  boy^  of  G-alesburg,  and  may  it  be  an  inspiration  to  them  to  know 
that  the  object  of  this  great  Sunday-school  Association  is  to  save  the 
boys  of  Illinois. 

Resolved:  that  we  extend  our  thanks  (1)  To  Prof.  E.  0.  Excell, 
who  has  led  us  in  song  and  praise,  and  who  has  given  the  conven- 
tion the  use  of  a  bountiful  supply  of  song  books. 

(2)  To  the  pastors  and  trustees  of  the  beautiful  churches  in  which 
we  have  been  privileged  to  hold  our  meetings. 

(3)  To  the  railroads  for  the  accommodations  rendered  those 
attending  this  convention. 

(4)  To  the  banks  for  their  kindness  to  our  Treasurer,  R,  W.  Hare. 

(5)  To  the  newspapers  for  the  daily  reports  of  our  meetings. 

(6)  To  the  friends  who  have  entertained  us  with  their  solos,  and- 
who  have  presided  so  faithfully  at  the  musical  instruments. 

(7)  To  anyone  and  everyone  who  has  contributed  to  the  success  of 
this  convention. 

E.  E.  Exter.        Robert  Quayle.        W.  B.  Rundle. 

Committee. 

The  resolutions  as  read  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention. 

The  presidents  of  the  various  districts  were  called  to  the  platform 
and  briefly  addressed  the  convention. 
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ADDRESS  TO  THE  PAGES. 

B.    V.    JACOBS. 

(The  pages  were  ushered  to  the  platform  where  they  stood  in  a 
row  facing  the  audience.) 

I  think  this  convention  sliould  rise  and  give  these  boys  a  Chau- 
tauqua salute.  (The  convention  heartily  complied  with  this  sug- 
gestion.) I  regret  the  boys  were  not  all  notified  that  I  expected  them 
here  to-night.  In  the  first  place,  boys,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the 
help  you  have  given  us  in  this  convention.  It  is  a  great  thing  to 
have  the  help  of  a  boy.  You  must  remember  that  you  have  been 
helping  800,000  people  in  Galesburg  this  week,  because  we  represent 
that  number  of  Sunday-school  officers,  teachers  and  scholars.  It  is 
a  great  thing  to  help  anyone  to  carry  even  a  traveling  bag.  Jesus  came 
down  here  to  carry  other  people's  burdens.  He  took  them  away  from 
poor  tired  people  and  carried  them  Himself;  and  every  Christian 
ought  to  be  a  little  bit  like  Jesus  Christ. 

I  wish  to  speak  to  you  to  night  about  five  boys.  First,  I  will 
speak  about  a  boy  for  Asia.  He  lived  across  the  sea  in  Great  Britian, 
a  Sunday-school  boy  that  didn't  very  much  like  to  go.  After  awhile 
he  concluded  he  would  retire  from  the  Sunday-school,  and  he  left 
without  giving  notice.  The  teacher  sent  for  him  and  he  didn't  wish 
to  come  back;  she  said,  "Robert,  I  will  give  you  a  new  suit  of  clothes 
if  you  will  come  back."  He  said  ''I  will  do  it."  He  went  back. 
After  a  while  he  traded  off  his  new  clothes  for  something  else,  and 
he  would  not  come.  She  went  after  him  again  and  said  to  him 
"Where  are  your  new  clothes?"  He  said  ''I  traded  them  off."  She 
said  "You  come  back  and  I  will  give  another  new  suit."  So  became 
back  to  the  Sunday-school.  That  boy  became  a  Christian  and  grew 
up  to  be  a  man  and  he  became  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  God  put 
into  that  boy's  heart  a  fire,  and  he  is  the  man  who  went  to  China  and 
translated  the  Bible  into  the  Chinese  language  for  the  Empire  of 
China.     His  name  was  Morrison. 

Second,  I  want  to  tell  you  ohoxxi  a  hoy  for  Africa.  His  name  was 
Moffat.  This  little  fellow  lived  in  Scotland;  and  when  they  h.id  a  meet- 
ing to  receive  people  into  the  church,  the  only  person  that  came  to  be 
received  was  this  little  boy.  The  great  congregation  sat  there  looking 
aud|said  "Well,  that  doesn't  amount  to  much,  does  it?  Only  a  small 
boy,  that  is  all."  After  they  had  the  Lord's  Supper  the  pastor  was  af- 
fected because  there  had  been  no  more  persons  converted,  and  he  asked 
all  who  wished  to  have  the  people  saved  tostay  and  pray  for  them,  and 
that  little  boy  was  the  only  one  that  stayed.  He  looked  around  and 
everybody  had  gone  out  but  that  one  boy,  and  the  pastor  got  down 
and  prayed,  and  the  little  fellow  got  down  and  prayed  with  him,  and 
that  boy  got  the  tire  inco  his  heart.  He  became  a  preacher.  Boys, 
he  is  the  man  who  carried  the  Gospel  to  Africa.  Read  his  life.  He 
was  the  father  in-law  of  Livingstone. 

Third,  I  want  to  tell  you  about  the  boy  for  South  America.  He 
was  different  from  some  of  you  boys.  He  never  knew  who  his  father 
or  mother  was.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  have  a  good  father  and  a  good 
mother.     Whatever  else  you  do,  boys,  don't  forget  your  mother.     I 
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often  thiuk  of  my  mother.  My  mother  had  a  beautiful  cloth  cloak, 
and  one  night  after  I  had  gone  to  bed  I  heard  a  noise  and  I  thought 
I  would  get  up  and  see  what  was  going  on.  I  got  up  and  there  was 
my  mother  with  her  shears  cutting  away  at  something,  and  I  looked 
a  little  closer  and  I  saw  she  had  her  cloak  on  the  table.  What  do 
you  think  she  was  doing?  She  had  my  jacket  spread  out  and  trousers 
and  she  was  cutting  out  another  pair  of  trousers  and  another  jacket 
out  of  her  cloak.  I  went  upstairs  and  I  said  "If  I  ever  get  to  be  a 
man  I  will  buy  you  a  cloak  of  velvet. "  It  was  my  privilege,  boys, 
when  she  was  old  to  help  care  for  her.  I  hojoe  God  will  bless  you  and 
make  you  true  to  your  mother,  for  a  boy  who  is  true  to  his  mother 
never  goes  far  away  from  the  right.  One  of  the  great  generals  in  the 
war,  a  Christian  man,  was  General  Howard,  who  has  an  empty  sleeve, 
(he  was  one  of  our  great  army  that  went  through  with  Sherman  to 
the  sea.)  He  said  that  when  he  was  a  boy  and  went  to  school  and 
found  they  made  fun  of  him  because  he  was  a  Christian,  he  did  three 
things,  "I  shut  my  teeth,  I  gripped  my  Bible,  I  thought  of  my 
mother  and  I  went  on."  And  he  went  on  until  the  stars  were  placed 
on  his  shoulders,  and  the  world  sang  his  praise.  But  what  about  this 
boy  for  South  America?  A  policeman  in  the  city  of  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, was  walking  along  one  night  and  saw  a  bundle  in  the  road,  his 
first  impression  was  to  kick  it,  but  he  stopped  and  picked  it  up,  and 
he  found  there  was  a  baby  whom  some  one  had  put  out  into  the  street. 
He  found  it  between  two  bridges,  and  the  day  on  which  he  found  it 
they  call  over  there  St.  Thomas  day.  As  they  did  not  know  what 
the  boy's  name  was  they  called  him  Thomas  because  it  was  St.  Thomas 
day,  and  the  called  him  Bridges  because  they  found  him  beween  two 
bridges;  they  said,  "His  name  shall  be  Thomas  Bridges."  They  sent 
him  over  to  a  foundling  aslyum.  The  little  fellow  never  had  a 
mother  to  put  her  arms  around  his  neck  and  kiss  him  once.  I  can 
feel  the  kiss  of  my  mother  to-night.  Don't  ever  be  ashamed  to  kiss 
your  mother,  boys!  After  he  grew  up,  he  became  a  Christian,  and 
after  a  while  he  thought  he  would  like  to  preach  the  Gospel;  the  fire 
burned  in  his  heart;  he  wanted  to  be  a  missionary,  and  he  asked  if 
they  would  send  him.  They  examined  him  and  said  they  would. 
They  said  "Where  do  yon  want  to  go?"  He  said  "I  want  to  go  to 
the  place  where  no  one  else  ever  wished  to  go;  send  me  to  the  poorest 
place  on  earth  for  I  don't  know  whose  boy  I  am."  They  had  an  idea 
they  would  send  a  missionary  away  down  to  the  southern  part  of 
South  America  where  the  cannibals  lived,  the  place  called  "Terra 
del  Fuego,"  the  land  of  fire.  He  said,  "Send  me  down  there."  Never 
had  a  British  ship  been  able  to  put  people  ashore  at  that  place,  but 
they  put  him  off,  and  he  lived  there  among  those  people  for  Jesus 
Christ.  By  and  by  he  sent  back  a  message  to  England  "We  want 
help  to  build  a  little  church,  we  have  quite  a  little  company."  That 
man  was  Thomas  Bridges. 

Fourth,  I  want  to  tell  you  about  a  boy  for  all  the  world  and  His 
name  was  Jesus.  Not  for  China,  nor  Africa  alone,  nor  South  America, 
but  for  all  these  and  Galesburg  besides.  He  came  for  all  the  boys 
and  all  the  girls  in  all  the  world.  He  died  for  you  and  for  me.  I 
wonder  if  some  of  you  are  Christians!  I  hope  you  all  may  be.  Jesus 
is  a  personal  Savior  for  every  boy. 
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Fifth,  there  is  07ie  more  boy.  I  will  tell  you  how  to  spell  his 
name,  Y-O-U!  Now  boys,  we  want  yon  to  come  on  and  be  the  snper- 
intendents  of  the  schools,  and  the  officers  of  the  counties.  I  am  get- 
ting ready  to  have  some  one  of  you  take  my  place  as  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  God  wants  you.  Just  think  of  what  He  has 
for  you  to  do,  and  make  up  your  mind  to-night  to  do  it.  God  wants 
every  one  of  you  boys,  and  I  would  like  to  shake  hands  with  each  one 
of  you.  There  are  gifts  here  for  each  one  of  you  boys.  My  friend, 
Mr.  Brouse,  who  represents  Mr.  David  C.  Cook,  will  bring  them  in. 
They  are  not  my  personal  gift,  but  the  Association  will  give  them  to 
you.  If  any  of  you  get  a  book  which  you  have  read  before,  you  can 
exchange  it  for  another  book.  I  want  you  to  resolve  to  do  something 
for  Jesus  Christ,  and  for  other  boys  and  girls.  You  may  tell  the 
pages  who  are  not  here  that  I  have  a  book  for  each  of  them.  I  wish 
to  shake  hands  with  you  for  the  State  Association  and  for  Jesus 
Christ.  (Shakes  hands  with  the  pages.)  I  ask  every  one  of  you  per- 
sonally to  be  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Dear  friends,  the  800,000  people  whom  we  represent  are  not  here 
to  shake  hands  with  these  boys;  suppose  every  one  of  you  just  reach 
up  and  shake  your  hands  and  let  them  understand  that  every  one  of 
the  800,000  people  are  shaking  hands  with  them.  (The  audience  com- 
plies.) Now  boys,  you  may  shake  hands  with  them.  (The  boys  re- 
spond amid  great  applause.) 


CLOSING  WORDS. 
Rev    W.  H.  Geistweit,  Galesburg. 

In  1876,  Centential  year,  I  passed  along  a  street  in  Philadelphia 
and  saw  a  sign  opposite  a  store,  '"Perpetual  motion  discovered."  I 
paid  the  entrance  fee  of  a  dime  and  went  in.  I  saw  a  magnificent 
machine  about  three  or  four  times  the  size  of  thij  pulpit.  The  ma- 
chine went,  no  question  about  that.  A  beam  went  up  and  down. 
One  of  the  party  asked  "What  will  this  machine  do?"  The  inventor 
said  "1  never  thought  of  that."  The  problem  with  us  is  how  shall 
we  put  into  use  what  we  have  heard? 

Let  us  look  at  two  pictures.  One  hundred  and  twenty  people  are 
in  an  upper  room  in  Jerusalem.  They  are  praying  day  after  day  for 
something,  they  don't  know  what  exactly.  The  Master  said  "Tarry 
in  Jerusalem  until  ye  be  endued  with  power  from  on  High."  Pur- 
suant to  his  instructions  they  tarry,  they  wait,  and  suddenly  some- 
thing happens.  After  ten  days,  by  a  strange  inspiration  of  the  Spirit, 
they  begin  to  speak  in  entirely  new  tongues  as  the  Spirit  gives  them 
utterance.  It  is  a  glorious  place  to  be.  Suppose  they  had  said  "Let 
us  lock  the  door  and  stay  and  sing  ourselves  away  to  everlasting  bliss; 
we  have  got  the  power  and  the  spirit  is  oursi"  We  could  hardly  have 
blamed  them  for  that.  They  had  had  a  hard  time  of  it.  They  had  just 
come  out  of  the  saddest  event  of  history,  the  pathos  of  history,  the 
crucifixion  of  their  Master,  Jesus  Christ.  Three  of  them  had  an  ex- 
perience awhile  before,  and  Peter  gave  expression  to  the  natural  idea 
of  holding  on.     Up  in  a  mountain  they  saw   a  wonderful  manifesta- 
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tion,  and  Peter  said,  ''This  is  a  good  place  to  be,  let  us  stay  here,  let 
us  build  tabernacles,  one  for  Thee,  one  for  Moses  and  one  for  Elias." 
The  noble  generous  soul  did  not  want  a  tabernacle  for  himself,  he 
only  wanted  to  stay  up  there. 

Bn'.  down  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  there  is  a  second  scene,  a 
crowd  of  Cretes,  Arabians,  Jews  and  Proselytes,  and  the  prob- 
lem was:  How  shall  we  get  the  crowd  in  that  upper  room  and  the 
crowd  in  the  street  together?  And  when  you  have  solved  that  ques- 
tion, you  have  solved  the  question  of  the  salvation  of  the  world. 
That  problem  is  here,  ajid  the  question  is,  what  shall  we  do  with  it? 
What  shall  we  do?  The  great  difficulty  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  to  bring  the  power  from  the  upper  room  down  into  the 
street,  to  come  in  contact  with  those  who  should  be  reached.  This 
world  is  to  be  won  to  Jesus  Christ  by  heart  to  heart  contact  with 
men.  We  talk  of  blessings,  and  I  hear  people  say  ''I  am  not  feeling 
very  good.''  I  say  to  you  ''Whoever  told  you  to  feel  good?"  "I 
am  not  happy  in  my  experience."  "Whoever  told  you  to  be  happy  in 
your  experience?"  Happiness  will  come  by  and  by;  work  here,  rest 
hereafter.  We  talk  of  great  spiritual  blessings,  what  do  we  want 
them  for?  You  say  "I  don't  feel  happy."  "Why  do  you  want  to 
feel  happy?"  "I  don't  feel  exactly  as  I  ought  to  feel."  "Who  said 
you  ought  to  feel  in  that  sort  of  fashion  ?"  My  dear  friends,  just  as 
long  as  we  sit  still  and  stay  in  the  upper  room,  just  as  long  as  we  stay 
on  the  mountain  toj),  our  experience  will  be  short  and  effervescent. 
The  mountain  must  kiss  the  valley.  Those  who  are  placed  on  the 
mountain  top  must  come  down  and  meet  the  demoniacal  boy.  Those 
in  the  upper  room  must  get  out  of  that  room  and  come  in  contact  with 
the  crowd  below.  We  hear  much  about  spiritual  dynamics;  the  only 
way  to  win  men  to  Jesus  Christ  is  by  personal  contact;  get  the  crowd 
out  of  the  upper  room,  and  turn  them  loose  upon  the  street.  I  was 
in  a  remarkable  revival  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  minister  didn't  talk 
long,  and  he  said  "We  are  going  to  have  an  after  meeting,  it  is  early 
yet,  won't  you  please  stay?"  Peoisle  are  in  such  a  hurry  to  get  away, 
they  must  sleep  on  Sunday  night;  they  get  more  sleep  on  Sunday 
night  after  nine  o'clock  than  they  get  at  any  other  time  in  the  week. 
In  this  meeting  the  people  stayed,  I  myself  left  at  half  past  ten, 
but  the  meeting  was  still  going  on.  I  looked  into  the  secret  of  that 
meeting,  and  I  discovered  it.  The  Evangelist  never  left  the  plat- 
form, he  stood  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  and  he  turned  perhaps  two  hun- 
dred Christians  loose  upon  that  meeting.  They  stayed,  and  I 
counted  forty-six  people  who  were  brought  out  on  the  Lord's  side. 
We  have  before  us  a  great  problem.  If  you  go  back  and  say  "we  had 
a  glorious  time,  a  splendid  time,"  that  alone  will  not  solve  it.  The 
people  in  the  upper  room  went  down  into  the  street  and  thousands 
were  born  in  a  day  and  the  Church  grew  by  strides.  Now  we  simply 
creep  because  we  have  not  learned  the  great  necessity  of  turning  the 
people  out  of  the  upper  rooms  into  the  streets.  I  have  been  examin- 
ing the  hymns  in  Mr.  Excell's  book,  I  have  been  wishing  that  num- 
ber five  "Open  the  door  foi  the  children;"  might  be  sung.  Let  us 
open  the  doors  for  the  children. 

The  first  lesson  that  comes  to  me  is  that  of  personal  contact.     We 
have  missions  to  the  poor,  but  we  have  no  mission  to  the  miserable 
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Normal  Graduates. 


Esmond 

C.  S.  Spaukliiuj 
Frank  Blake 
Mattie  Worden 
Etta  ]j.  Fox 
Henry  B.  Fox 
James  Worden 
Ella  Worden 

Gilman 

Mrs,  M.  L.  Parker 
Mrs.  F.  Barney 
iMrs.  Claru  Edmunds 
Mrs.  Helen  Seelan 
Mrs.  A.  Thompson 

Elmira 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Rutherford 
Margaret  Fowler 
Sibella  Armstrong 
Nelly  Jackson 
Belle  Jackson 
Jean  Beattie 

Gays 

Miss  Lizzie  M.  Bolan 
Mrs.  Telva  Blithe 
Mary  F.  Vincent 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Treat 
Minnie  E.  Bolan 

Sparta 

Thomas  B.  Stephenson 
Alonzo  J.  Stephenson 
Mrs.  W.  D.  M.  Eiker 
Mrs.  T.  B.  Stephenson 
Mrs.  Lottie  Chambers 
Lena  Skelly 
Sarah  Stephenson 
Maggie  E,  Moore 
Mrs.  P.  B.  McManns 


Hillsboro 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Fisher 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Richaids 
Margaret  A.  Williams 
Lillian  Hughes 
Anna  Hughes 
Mary  Edwards 
Leva  B.  File 
Lillie  Crites 

millers  ville 

.7.  A.  Bicker  dike 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Kendle 
Alice  Hedges 
Ella  Hedges 
Wilda  Graden 
Grace  Denton 
Julia  Fowler 
Mertie  Bechtle 
Ella  Honefenger 
Mrs.  Wm.  Bickerdike 
Mrs.  John  Fowler 
Ake  Evans 
Charles  Walcher 
Charles  Hockenbury 

Jacksonville 

Prof.  W.  II.  Garrett 
Louis  S.  Saegesser 
George  J.  Kneeland 
John  J.  Bayne 
Melvin  K.  Laird 
Lawrence  E.  Stone 

Sterling: 

Miss  Edith  Dunvrwre 
Earl  L.  Hendricks 
Adela  M.  Coe 
Mae  Freeman 
Mortimer  Coe 
Clara  Kaufman 
Albert  Kaufman 


Prairie  Home 

William  McBurncy 
Rev.  M.  F.  Paisley 
Louisa  Paisley 
Emma  L.  Cox 
Lillie  Paisley 
Minnie  McBurney 

Bourbon 

Mrs.  George  Muire 
Karl  Compton 
Lizzie  Owen 
Stella  Sipp 
Louisa  Reynolds 
Mrs.  Walter  Hackett 
.Maud  Spellman 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Jones 
Mrs.  Fannie  Compton 

Walshville 

Rex.  G.  D.  MulUndore 
William  K  Gammon 
Emma  Denny 
Noi  Denny 
Cora  Moss 
Eva  Green 
IMabel  Moss 
Blanche  Deshane 
Mrs.  Lulu  Strange 
Albert  Denny 
Walter  L.  MuUendore 
Algy  Strange 
Edgar  Copeland 
Fred  Karnes 

Towanda 

Prof.  J.  R.  Simrr 
Leon  a  Moates 
W.  Albert  Peterson 
Mary  M.  lieedy 
Edward  Reedy 
E.  M.  Hirst 


Individual  Normal  Graduates. 


Miss  Sallie  Sprouse,  Paw  Paw 
Rev.   J.  Alber,  Chatsworth 
Miss  D.  Brownlow,  Paw  Paw 
Miss  Edna  Yager,  Esmond 
F.  O.  Wilson.  Sadorus 
Miss  Sarah  Fulton,  Coles 
Mrs.  L.  Swartzbaugh,  West  Salem 
Miss  M.  Swartzbaugh,  West  Salem 
J.  F.  Planck,  Peoria 


Miss  Laura  Mason,  Petersville 
John  Finley,  Coles 
Miss  S.  ;M.  Rhoads,  Lerna 
John  F.  Wicks,  Boody 
Miss  Carrie  Smith,  Mendota 
Miss  D.  Cummins,  Aledo 
Miss  Dora  Pierce,  Coles 
Miss  Mary  Record,  Rutland 


LIST   OF  DELEGATES. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Cook  County. 

Andrews,  Mrs.  Jas.  DeWitt,  Oak  Park 

Aruold,  A.  T Chicago 

Arnold,  Mrs.  A.  T 

Ballard,  Mrs.  H.  W \\ 

Bateson,  J.  J 

Bell,  J.  W 

Bolger,  Tlios.  .J 

Bragg,  Mary  I ''    • 

Burhans,  J.  A '^| 

Burhans,  Mrs.  J.  A 

Burton,  Mrs.  Alfred 

Chapman,  John  H 

Dietz,  Wm.  H \\ 

Dietz,  Mrs.  Alice ]' 

Dowe,  Miss  Emma '' 

Drake,  Miss  Mamie  H '' 

Eberhart,  J.  S  

Emery,  J.  M 

Excell,  E.  O "    , 

Farson,  John Oak  Park 

Farson,  Mrs.  John 

Glover,  Rev.  F.  Nelson Chicago 

Haines,  T.  L 

Haines,  Mrs.  T.  L '| 

Hall,  Miss  Mabel 

Hare,  R.  W I' 

Hedenberg,  Miss  Cecilia 

Heppes,  O.  A La  Grange 

Hill  Mrs.  Herbert  L Chicago 

Holdrege,  Chas.  B Oak  Park 

Hoover,  Mrs.  Celia Chicago 

Hunter,  W.  C La  Grange 

Hunter,  Mrs.  W.  C . . 

Jacobs,  B.  F Chicago 

Jeffers.  I.  R \\ 

Kuen,  Chas 

Kuen,  Mrs.  Chas ]] 

Lamoreaux,  Mrs.  M.  S 

Mansfield,  Mrs.  J Morgan  Park 

McCalla,  Rev.  Albert Chicago 

Meadows,  Mrs.  F.  W Austm 

Miller.  Rev.  A.  H Chicago 

Mitchell,  Miss  Lizzie Austin 

Moore,  Miss  Alice  V Chicago 

Moore,  Mrs.  Clara  S 

Morton,  Rev.  Chas.  M Oak  Park 

Moss,  Mrs.  Hannah  M Chicago 

Muirhead,  Stuart 

Naden,  Miss  Mary Oak  Park 

Noyes,  Miss  Lizzie  B Evanston 

Odell,  R.  S Oak  Park 

Oliver,  Miss  M.  M May  wood 

Palm,  Miss  Rosa Chicago 

Pearce,  W.  C '' 

Pearce,  Mrs.  W.  C 

Piper,  Chas.  E Berwyn 

Quayle,  Robert Oak  Park 

Quayle,  Mrs.  Robert " 


Rice,  Mrs.  C.  I Morgan  Park 

Roynon,  Miss  Laura  M Chicago 

Saxe,  E.  J Riverside 

Saxe,  Mrs.  E.J 

Scaife,  Miss  Mary Chicago 

Stucker,  Rev.  E.  S '^| 

Swingley,  Miss  Blanche 

Townsend,  Mrs.  Geo.  B.,  River  Forest 

Trussell,  Mrs.  H.  M Berwyn 

Vial,  Mrs.  F.  K La  Grange 

Weaver,  Chas.  L Chicago 

Wells,  F.  A " 

Whitson,  John La  Grange 

Youker,  Rev.  J.  Clayton Austin 

DuPa&e  County. 

Chandler,  Rev.  W.  H Wheaton 

Chatfield,  Miss  Lefa  M.  .West  Chicago 

Cook,  Miss  Hannah  W Wheaton 

Mock,  Mrs.  J.  L West  Chicago 

Park,  R.  L Wheaton 

Park,  Mrs.  R.  L " 

Grundy  County. 

Eldred,  Mrs.  Mary Gardner 

Rose,  Miss  Nellie  L Mazon 

Woods,  J.  N Gardner 

Lake  County. 

Andereck,  W.  R Waukegan 

Buck,  Mrs.  Mary  F 

Cogswell,  G.  E  

Just,  Mrs.  Jennie 

Leonard,  Rev.  H.  G 

Leonard,  Mrs.  H.  G 

Roemer,  Dr.  J.  F 

Taylor,  C.  W LibertyviUe 

SECOND   DISTRICT. 
Boone  County. 

Herrick,  J.  A Belvidere 

Herrick,  Mrs.  J.  Morrill 

DeKalb  County. 

Knight.  Helen  M Somonauk 

Noble,  Mrs.  E  Elva 

Spoor,  M.  F Shabbona 

Kane  County. 

Gammon,  R.  W Big  Rock 

Haeger,  Miss  Thusnelda Dundee 

Robertson.  Mrs.  R.  A Aurora 

Sanders,  IVIi-s.  W.  L Aurora 

Kendall  County. 

Browne.  Ida  F  Piano 

Hill,  Fred  G Yorkville 

Hill,  Mrs.  F.  G  

Monk,  Rev.  J.  A 

Tarbox,  E.  S 
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Erford,  W.  H Cramer 

Guyer,  L.  L Brimfield 

Johnston,  Mhs  Julia  H Peoria 

Parks,  J.  II Dunlap 

Parks,  Mrs.  J.  H " 

Phillips,  Rev.  T.  C Princeville 

Planck,  Mrs.  J.  F Peoria 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  William 

Stoufler,  Rev.  D.  G " 

Townsend,  Rev.  R.  C Dunlap 

Tucker,  Fannie  C Brimfield 

Tyng,  Mrs.  A.  G Peoria 

Tazewell  County. 

Brennemann,  Miss  Emilie. . .  .Hopedale 

Fisher,  N.  C Tremont 

Irwin,  Rev.  Walter  M Morton 

Smith,  II.  M Hopedale 

Watson,  George Pekiu 

Zwally,  F.  B Hopedale 

ElOHTH  DISTRICT. 

Hancock  County. 

Bailey,  G.  W Adrian 

Btrry,  Hon.  O.  P Carthage 

Burr,  Miss  Olivie La  Harpe 

Graham,  Mrs.  Jennie  Denver 

Hedecock,  J.  F.    Plymouth 

Johnson,  W.  L Ferris 

McKay,  Rev.  J.  L Burnside 

McKee,  Miss  Margaret  J Carthage 

Merrill,  Miss  Carrie  D " 

McMillan,  Mrs.  CM Denver 

Pennock,  Mrs.  D Carthage 

Thompson,  Geo.  W Ferris 

Todd,  D.  G Chili 

Henderson  County. 

Allison,  Mrs.  H.  M Stronghurst 

Decker,  Mrs.  A.  G Media 

Dennis,  Rev.  B.  C Stronghurst 

Folmer,  Miss  Emma Biggsville 

Ivens,  Mrs.  W.  C Stronghurst 

Jackson,  Rev.  H.  T 

McKim,  Marvin Media 

Patterson,  Mrs.  Florence  . . .  .Oquawka 

Porter,  Albert  N Media 

Renwick,  Rev.  J.  A Biggsville 

Watson,  JVIiss  Anna  M Olena 

Welsh,  Mrs.  N.  Q Reed 

Whiteman,  Mrs.  J.  Y Biggsville 

Whiteman,  Mrs.  Emma " 

McDonough  County. 

Arnold,  S.  E Bushnell 

Bolen,  Rev.  A.  M Colchester 

Blount,  Miss  Reba    Macomb 

Blount,  Miss  Nell  R 

Boswick.  Mrs Prairie  City 

Brown,  Mrs  F.  N Macomb 

Conway,  Rev.  J.  C Colchester 


Cummings,  J.  H Macomb 

Cummings,  Miss  Mae 

Creel,  J.  A Good  Hope 

Foley,  Miss  Mary ^lacomb 

Ferguson,  Miss  Grace Prairie  City 

Hainline,  Miss  Agnes. . .  Blandinsville 
Hainline,  Miss  Myrtle. ...  " 

Hushaw,  Atha Table  Grove 

Hushaw,  Miss  Etta Industry 

Hensell,  Rev.  G.  D Prairie  City 

Hensell,  Mrs.  G.  D 

Lawyer,  J.  F Industry 

Lawyer,  Mrs.  J.  F " 

Lawyer,  Charles " 

McGaughey,  Rev.  J.  A Bushnell 

McGaughey,  Mrs.  J.  A " 

McHenry,  Rev.  R.  H Table  Grove 

McHenry,  Mrs.  R.  H " 

Mead,  Frank  H Prairie  City 

Mead,  Rev.  A " 

Moore,  Miss  Minnie  A Macomb 

Newcombe,  E.  B " 

Pearce,  Rev.  Thomas  G. .  .Prairie  City 

Parker,  W.  H Bushnell 

Regan,  Miss  Bertha Macomb 

Reynolds,  Prof.  O.  E Bushnell 

Trouslet,  Miss  Agnes Prairie  City 

Trouslet,  Miss  Lena " 

Vose,  Lyman  B Macomb 

Vose,  Mrs.  Lyman  B " 

Walters,  Mrs.  Wm Bushnell 

Welsh,  Mrs.  B.  C Prairie  City 

Wilson,  Miss  Julia  E 

Woolley,  Rev.  William Bushnell 

Worden,  John  J " 

Work,  Mrs.  Martha  J Bardolph 

Warren  County. 

Arnold,  C.  S Youngtown 

Conner,  C.  E Coldbrook 

Dunbar,  Mrs.  J.  C Monmouth 

Fletcher,  Mrs.  Emma Smithshire 

Galbraith,  James Monmouth 

Hall,  Clark  D Coldbrook 

Hare,  Mrs.  D.  W Monmouth 

McClanahan,  Thos.  S " 

McCreery,  Emma  J Little  York 

Nichol,'  Nellie Monmouth 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  J.  B Little  York 

Salee,  Miss  Myrtle Coldbrook 

Sykes,  Mrs.  Mary  E Monmouth 

Terrell,  O.J Roseville 

Todd,  J.  E Berwick 

Wiley,  Miss  Margaret Monmouth 

NINTH  DISTRICT. 
Adams  County. 

McNay,  C.  W Mendon 

Weister.  Miss  Kate Ursa 

Fields,  G.  I Versailles 

Neeland,  Mrs.  Laura Damon 

Neeland,  Miss  Frances  " 


List  of  Delegates, 


i:y 


Cass  County. 

Ainsworth,  Miss  Bessie  .  .Chandler villa 

Bergen,  J.  J Virginia 

Morse,  Mrs.  John Chaudlerville 

Kuhl,  Philip Beardstown 

Rearick,  W.  S Ashland 

Shields,  G.  F Virginia 

Pike  County. 

Burton,  Rev.  N.  L Griggsville 

Burton,  Mrs.  N.  L " 

Glenn,  Miss  Mae " 

Lynde,  Henry . .  " 

Nolkemper,  Miss  Sophia  .   . .  .Pittsfield 

Rounds,  Mrs.  Mary Baylis 

Stone,  Miss  Lizzie  E Griggsville 

Schuyler  County. 

Bessell,  C.  L Brooklyn 

Griffith,  R.  H Rushville 

Griffith,  Charles  B 

Holmes.  Everett 

Littell,  Rev.  L.  C 

Littell,  Mrs.  L.  C 

Roach,  H.  B 

Thompson,  Rev.  J.  M .  Brooklyn 

lEXTH  DISTRICT. 

Greene  Countyt 

Pegram,  Abbie  E Carrolltou 

Purl,  Mrs.  O.  T 

Underwood,  Miss  Adelia  E. .         " 

Morgan  County. 

Craig,  L.  A Woodson 

Gray,  Miss  Mary  A Jacksonville 

Hamill,  Rev.  H.  M 

Hamill,  Mrs.  H.  M 

Joy,  John  B Concord 

Scott  County. 

Faul,  Guy Winchester 

Taylor,  Rev.  Charles  A. . . .  " 

ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Christian  County. 

Bickerdike,  Miss  Lizzie. . .  .Millersville 

Bickerdike,  J.  A ' 

Engel,  Miss  Emma Stonington 

Evans,  Mrs Millersville 

Frantz,  D.N Stonington 

Hart,  H.  P Bolivia 

Hedrick,  Miss  Mary Taylorville 

Holben,  Mrs.  Maggie Stonington 

Long,  I.  L Assumption 

Neff,  G.  H Sharpsburg 

Mason  County. 

Chester,  Hattie Teheran 

Clark,  Miss  Belle ]\Lison  City 

Cook,  Miss  Lilla  A 

Hess,  Fred •' 


Himmel,  Geo.,  Jr Topeka 

Hoffman,  H.  O Mason  City 

Sassman,  George San  Jose 

Menard  County. 

Cardinal,  Miss  Mary Petersburg 

Hurst,  Mrs.  Mary  F Sweet-Water 

Moore,  Mrs.  J.  Amanda Oakf ord 

Montgomery  County. 

Fisher,  Mrs.  J.  O Hillsboro 

Hughes,  Miss  Lillian 

Ware,  Lyman Butler 

Ware,  Mrs.  George  V " 

Sangamon  County. 
Taylor,  A.  J New  Berlin 

TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

De  Witt  County. 

Fox,  Mrs.  Alice Clinton 

Ferryman,  J.  W 

Rundle,  W.  B " 

Macon  County. 

Augustine,  R.  C Decatur 

Blaine,  Z.  T Sangamon 

Conklin,  Mrs.  A.  W Decatur 

Depew,  Mrs.  Nettie " 

Ewing,  T.  B 

Hanna,  Rev.  J.  C Maroa 

Jones,  Miss  Lulu  M Decatur 

Laughlin,  P.  P 

Mills,  A.  H " 

Powers,  Miss  Carrie " 

Pratt.  Miss  Abbie 

Querry,  Mrs.  Charles Argenta 

Richmond,  Miss  Jennie Decatur 

Stoy,  Miss  Maude  M " 

Wicks,  JohnF 

Moultrie  County. 

Burks,  Miss  Mary  T Williamsburg 

Shook,  Miss  Daisie Lovington 

Piatt  County. 

Bowen,  George  E Cerro  Gordo 

Conrad,  James  S Monticello 

Cunningham,  E.  S Mansfield 

Johnson,  R.  L Pierson 

Shelby  County. 

McBurney,  Miss  ilinnie.  .Prairie  Home 

THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Clark  County. 

Adams,  J.  W McKeen 

Haslit,  Miss  Gertie Dolson 

Knox,  John  W Cohn 

Tobias,  G.  W McKeen 
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Cumberland  County. 

Willis,  R.  C  , Toledo 

Dougrlas  County. 

Mason,  Miss  Minnie Chesterville 

Masterson,  Mrs.  Olive Garrett 

Edgar  County. 

Arterburn,  Miss  Jennie Kansas 

Artis,  Noah Paris 

Beadles,  Miss  Bertha  A " 

Hunter,  J .  D " 

Miller,  G.  W " 

Miller,  Mrs.  G.  W " 

Schenck,  C.  E ' " 

Schenck,  Mrs.  C.  E  " 

Tucker,  Mrs.  E.  J Hume 

Vermilion  County. 

Boggess,  E.  P Catlin 

FOURTEENTH    DISTRICT 

Effingham  County. 

Baker,  A.  W Dexter 

Fayette  County. 

Brown,  B.  B Brownstown 

Clark,  Mrs.  D.  M  Vandalia 

Higgins,  R.  T 

Rode,  William  D Brownstown 

Jasper  County. 

Schaeiler,  J.  R Willow  Hill 

SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT. 
Hadison  County. 

Randall,  Miss  Julia  D Alton 

St.  Clair  County. 
Exter,  E.  E Belleville 

SEVENTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Jackson  County. 

Haldaman,  Miss  Chrissy  R.    .  .Pomona 


Thomas,  Rev.  F.  F. 


.Ava 


Perry  County. 

Jones,  R.  V DuQuoin 

Murray,  Barrett 

Wilson,  S.  J.  H Pinckneyville 

Yehling,  C'has DuQuoin 

Yehling,  Mrs.  C 

Randolph  County. 

Miller,  Miss  Alice Sparta 

Stephenson.  T.  B " 

Wilson,  A.  L " 

EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Edwards  County. 

Buxton.  Dr.  W.  E Samsville 

Curtis,  James  G Albion 

Wabash  County. 
Harper,  James  R Mt.  Carmel 

Wayne  County. 
Scott,  John  A.  L Orchard ville 

White  County. 

Mathis,  J.  A Enfield 

Willis.  J.  E " 

NINETEENTH  DISTRICT 

Qallatin  County. 

Bourland,  G.  A Eiiuality 

Davis,  Rev.  R.  M Omaha 

Fowler,  W.  E Equality 

Frier,  Clarence  A Shawneetown 

Roedel,  Miss  Mae , Shawneetown 

Hardin  County. 

Iliflf,  John  G Elizabethtown 

VISITORS. 

Hurlbut,  Rev.  Jesse  L N.  Y.  City 

Little,  Mrs.  G.  B. ..  .Burlington,  Iowa 
Ross,  Charles  W.  .Crawfordsville,  Ind. 
Ikehara,  T.  C Tokyo,  Japan 


USHERS  AT   GALESBURG. 

A.  W.  Snyder,  C.  R.  Botsford,  Chas.  J.  Lagergren,  E.  B.  Wade,  J.  H.  Gor- 
don, Linn  Irwin,  Milo  Hobart,  Josiah  Hamilton. 


PAGES   AT   GALESBURG. 

Phillipp  Chase,  Fred  Erickson,  Mathew  Johnson,  Joseph  Anderson,  George 
Peterson,  Wallie  Callender,  Lou  McKee,  Orton  Frisbie,  Jos.  Lindberg,  Charles 
Anthony,  Willie  Purington,  Rolla  Lind,  Jolin  Ramp,  Bennie  Wetmore,  Roe 
Searles,  Reuben  Erickson,  Clyde  Epperson,  Curt  Dunn.  Chas.  Schaeffer,  Yern 
Robertson,  Robert  Asher,  Geo.  Pillsbury. 
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£LECTDIC 


f 


DAVID   C.  COOK'S 


Lesson  H6IDS  and  Papers  i 


International 
Standard  Series 
of  Graded 
Lesson  tlelps 


WEEKLY 
rflEERS 


In  Four  Grades.— A  special  teachers'  help  and  scholars'  help  in  four  different  grades. 
Primary,  JuveniJe,  Ititermediate  and  Advanced.  The  only  complete  series  of  graded 
lesson  helps  and  the  only  one  that  furnishes  a  graded  help  for  the  teacher  to  match  that  for 
the  scholar  in  each  grade. 

Lesson  Hymns.— These  are  the  same  throughout  all  our  quarterlies,  except  the  primary. 
Four  hymns  on  each  lesson. 

Lesson  Marking.- We  are  the  only  publishers  that  furnish  suitable  lesson  marking 
blanks  in  our  teachers'  and  scholars'  helps. 

By  Far  the  Cheapest.— Our  teachers'  helps  for  main  school  range  from  18c.  to  30c.  per 
year.  Our  scholars'  helps  from  4'/4o.  to  1  Ic.  per  year— costing  no  more  for  a  year  than  many 
ask  for  a  single  quarter. 

Youns  People's  Weekly. —The  largest  and  best  paper  ever 
published  for  Sunday-school  readers,  having  eight  pages  of  four 
columns  each.  Colored  pictures  once  a  month.  Issued  at  the  un- 
precedented price  of  50  cents  a  year,  or  13c.  a  quarter,  in  lots  of 
three  or  more.  Single  subscription,  60c.  per  year. 
^    I  -^  The   Weekly   Magnet.  — The    greatest    attraction    which    the 

W  I    Y  Sunday-schools  of  this  country  have  ever  had.    Colored  pictures  once 

tj  I  /\_-i^^^  *  month.    Price,  30  cents  per  year,  or  8c.  per  quarter.  In  lots  of 

three  or  mora 

Happy  Hours.— Our  large  four-page  weekly  with  serial,  every 
serial  ending  during  the  quarter.  Costs  only  20  cents  a  year,  or 
SJ-ic.  per  quarter,  in  lots. 

The  Weekly  Welcome.— A  three-column,  four-page  weekly  with 
serial,  every  serial  ending  during  the  quarter.  Only  12  cents  per 
year,  or  3'/»c.  per  quarter,  in  lots  of  live  or  more. 

Dew  Drops.  — Great  infant  class  weekly  paper,  22  cents  per 
year,  or  6o.  per  quarter,  in  lota  of  five  or  more.  Contains  lesson 
stories  plctorially  Illustrated.    Colored  pictures  every  week. 

Little  Learner's  Paper.— Weekly  infant  class  paper,  only  6 
cents  a  year,  or  2c.  per  quarter,  In  lots  of  five  or  more.  Pictorially 
Illustrated  lesson,  besides  other  interesting  matter. 

CIJ'pC      TTDfAf  ^®  furnish  our  publications  for  three  months  on  trial,  with 

■TlyCC      l.t\liVly«    special  understanding  that  if  they  do  not  prove  better  than  those 
~    you  have  been  using,  we  will  return  the  half  price  paid,  or  if  they 
do  prove  better,  we  will  credit  this  amount  on  continuance  of  order— thus  in  either  case  giving 
yon  the  goods  free. 

Sample  Copies  of  any  or  all  the  above  publications  sent  free  on  application.  Write  for 
our  large  illustrated  catalogue  of  Sunday-school  supplies  and  specialties. 

Address.  DAVID   C.  COOK   PUBLISHING   CO., 

36  Washington  Street,  CHICAGO. 

Colored  Lesson  Picture  Roll 

AND    PRIMARY    SONG    CLUSTER. 

Primary  Songs  on  One  Side,  Lesson  Pictures  on  the  Other. 

Only  $2.50  per  Year;  75  Cents  per  Quarter. 

The  Colored  Lesson  Picture  Roll  consists  of  a  series  of  Colored 
Pictures.  Illustrating  the  Internutional  Lessons,  each  sheet 
24x3 1  inches.  Twelve  pictures  each  quarter,  bound  together  at 
the  top.  At  the  bottom  of  each  picture  are  printed  Title  of  Les- 
son and  Golden  Text  Outline  map  ac- 
companies each  set.  On  the  back  of 
each  picture,  in  large  type,  we  print  a 
Primary  Lesson  Hymn.  Type  large 
enough  to  be  read  fifty  feet  away.  With 
the  chart  is  sent  free  a  supplement, 
with  directions  for  teaching  the  les- 
sons In  the  Primary  Class,  and  for  sim- 
ple blackboard  work. 


The  Colored  Lesson  Picture  Cards. 

The  Colored  Pictures  reduced,  printed 
In  colors  on  cards,  with  simple  Lesson 
Story  and  Questions  printed  on  back. 
One  for  each  Sunday.  Price,  10c.  per 
year,  or  2?ic.  per  quarter. 

DAVID  C.  COOK  PUBLISHING  CO.    — " 

30   WASHINGTON   ST..  CHICAGO. 


m 


